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Eagles,  Rev.  J.,  M.A. 

East,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  St.  Michael's,  Bath. 

Edwards,  Rev.  William,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Almeley,  Herefordshire. 

Edwards,  Mrs.,  Worcester. 

Edwards,  Mr.  W.  E.,  Cradley,  near  Stourbridge, 

Elwell,  Edward,  Esq.,  near  Wednesbury. 

Evans,  Rev.  S.,  M.  A.,  Kingston,  Herefordshire. 

Evans,  Mrs.,  Cheltenham. 

Ewing,  Mrs.,  London. 

Farmer,  Mr.  Jos.,  Bewdley. 

Farnham,  Mrs.,  Quorndon  House. 

Fawcett,  Mr.,  Whitley  Cottage. 

Fell,  Rev.  T.  C.,  B.  D.,  Sheepy  Magna,  Leicestershire. 

Ferard,  Miss,  Gower  Street. 

Fisher,  Rev.  J.,  M.  A.,  Higham-on-the-Hill,  Leicestershire. 

Fisher,  Miss,  do.         do. 

Fisher,  Jos.,  Esq.,  Albrighton,  Salop. 

Fisher,  Richard,  Esq.,  Alcester  Lodge,  Warwickshire. 

Fisher,  Mrs.,       do.  do. 

Fisher,  Miss,        do.  do. 

Fisk,  Rev.  G.,  L.L.B.  Vicar  of  Walsall. 

Fletcher,  Rev.  Joseph,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Dowles,  Salop.  2  copies. 

Foley,  Rev.  Richard,  B.D.,  King  Swinford,  near  Stourbridge. 

Foley,  Rev.  E.  W.,  M.A.,  Trinity  Church,  Tewkesbury. 

Foster,  W.  J.,  Esq.,  Wells,  Somerset. 
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Franklin,  Mr.  William,  Walsall. 

Friend,  George,  Esq.,  Islington. 

Friend,  A,  (by  the  Rev.  J.  Sankey,  M.A.) 

Frith,  Mr.,  Worcester  College,  Oxford. 

Frowd,  Rev.  Edward,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Upper  Clatford,    near 

Andover. 

Fryer,  James,  Esq.,  Bewdley.  2  copies. 
Furnival,  Miss. 

Garbett,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  St.  George's,  Birmingham. 
Gardner,  Benjamin,  Esq.,  Bewdley.  2  copies. 
Gardener,  Rev.  G.  G.,  M.A.,  Octagon,  Bath. 
Gardiner,  Miss,  Worcester. 

Gascoyne,  Rev.  Richard,  M.A.,  Mickleton,  Gloucestershire. 
Gedge,  Rev.  Sydney,  M.A.,  Birmingham. 
Gibson,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Curate  of  Sheffield. 
Gill,  James,  jun.,  Esq.,  Oxford. 

Gisborne,  Rev.  Thomas,  M.A.,  Canon  of  Durham.    2  copies. 
Godfrey,  Rev.  William,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Bredicot,   Worcester- 
shire. 

Gordon,  Lieut. -Gen.  C.,  Spratton  Hall,  near  Northampton. 
Gordon,  Rev.  W.,  M.A.,  Christ  Church,  Westbromwich. 
Gould,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Burwash  Rectory,  Sussex. 
Gower,  Miss  Leveson. 

Gray,  Rev.  G.  R.,  Vicar  of  Inkberrow,  Worcestershire. 
Graham,  Rev.  M.,  Kinnersley. 
Green,  J.,  Esq.,  Islington. 
Green3  Rev.  W.,  Gateforth,  near  Selby. 
Greenhouse,  Mr.  W.,  Camden,  Gloucestershire. 
Greswolde,  Major,  Worcester. 
Greswolde,  Mrs.,  do. 
Greswolde,  Miss.  M.,  do. 
Grice,  Mr.  M.,  Cradley,  near  Stourbridge. 
Griffin,  James,  Esq.,  Dudley. 
Griffiths,  William,  Esq.,  Wellington,  Salop. 
Griffiths,  Mr.  Josiah,  Quatford,  Salop. 
Griffiths,  Mr.  John,  Worcester. 
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Gurney,  The  Baron,  34,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields. 
Gundry,  William,  Esq.,  Chippenham,  Wilts. 
Gundry,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Marlbro',  Wilts. 
Gundry,  Miss,  the  Green,  Calne,  Wilts. 

Hadley,  Mr.  Richard,  Leigh,  near  Worcester. 

Hall,  Rev.  J.,  B.D.,  Bristol. 

Hallen,  Rev.  William,  B.A.,  Christ  Church,  Wribbenhall,  near 
Bewdley. 

Hambleton,  Rev.  R.  J.,  M.A.,  Chapel  of  Ease,  Islington. 

Hammond,  Mr.  J.,  Bewdley. 

Hancocks,  William,  Esq.,  the  Mill,  Wolverley.    5  copies. 

Harding,  Rev.  W.,  Dudley. 

Harrison,  Rev.  Thomas,  Christ  Church,  Stafford. 

Harrington,  Mrs.,  Leamington. 

Harris,  Rev.  Robert,  Brierley-Hill  Parsonage,  near  Stourbridge. 

Harris,  Mrs.,  The  Shade,  Sharnford,  Leicestershire. 

Harrowby,  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of,  Sandon,  Staffordshire. 
2  copies. 

Hartnell,  Joseph,  Esq.,  Hawkhurst,  Kent. 

Harvey,  Mr.,  Bristol. 

Harvey,  Mr.  C.,  Kidderminster. 

Harward,  — ,  Esq.,  Worcester. 

Hathway,  Rev.  R.  C.,  Vicar  of  Kewstoke,  Somerset. 

Hassells,  Rev.  C.  S.,  Foxearth. 

Hastings,  Rev.  H.  J.,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Areley  Kings,  Worcester- 
shire. 

Havergal,  Rev.  W.  H.,  M.A.,  Henwick  House,  near  Worcester. 
2  copies. 

Havergal,  Miss,  do. 

Hayley,  Rev.  J.  B.,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Brightling,  Sussex. 

Hayley,  Rev,  Burrell,  M.A.,  33,  Mortimer  Street. 

Haynes,  Miss,  Powick  Court,  near  Worcester. 

Haythorne,  Rev.  Joseph,  Vicar  of  Congresbury,  Somerset. 

Heming,  Rev.  J.,  Chapel  Terrace,  Kilburn,  London. 

Hensman,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Trinity  Church,  Clifton. 

Herbert,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Curate  of  Pirton,  Worcestershire. 
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Hereford,  The  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of.    5  copies. 

Hill,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Vice  Principal  of  St.  Edmund  Hall,  Oxford. 

Hill,  Mr.  Richard,  Bewdley. 

Hill,  Mr.  S.,  Cradley,  near  Stourbridge. 

Hillman,  Mrs.,  Wribbenhall,  near  Bewdley. 

Hinton,  Mr.  William,  Bewdley. 

Hoare,  Rev.  E.  H.,  M.A.,  Barkby,  Leicestershire. 

Hodges,  Rev.  J.  J.,  Rector  of  Onibury,  near  Ludlow. 

Hodges,  Rev. 

Hodgetts,  Mr.  Moses,  Cradley,  near  Stourbridge. 

Hodson,  Rev.  C.,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Barton-le-street,  Yorkshire. 

2  copies. 

Holden,  Rev.  W.,  M.A.,  St.  Oswald's,  Worcester. 
Holland,  Rev.  J.,  Vicar  of  Aston  Rowant,  Oxfordshire. 
Holland,  Miss,  Manchester. 
Homfray,  David,  Esq.,  near  Hales-Owen,  Salop. 
Hone,  Rev.  R.  B.,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Hales-Owen,  do. 
Hood,  Lady,  Compton  Castle,  Wincanton,  Somerset. 
Hood,  Mr.  Thomas,  Westbromwich. 

Hopper,  Rev.R.L.,  M.A.,  Trinity  Church,  Cheltenham.  10  copies. 
Hopkins,  Rev.  Adolphus,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Clent,  near  Stourbridge. 
Hopkins,  Mr.  Samuel,  Bewdley. 
Horton,  Mr.  W.  H.,  Cradley,  near  Stourbridge. 
Howe,  The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl. 
Hugill,  Rev.  Joseph,  D.D.,  Rector  of  Darlaston. 
Humfry,  Miss,  Bath. 
Hunt,  Mrs.,  Huncote,  Leicestershire. 
Hunt,  Charles,  Esq.,  Wednesbury. 
Hutchinson,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Hanford,  Staffordshire. 

Ingham,  Rev.  T.  B.,  Parsonage,  Congleton. 
Ingram,  Rev.  E.  W.,  M.A.,  Canon  of  Worcester. 
Inman,  Charles,  Esq.,  Everton,  Liverpool.    5  copies. 
Isaac,  Rev.  Lister,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Pirton  and  Croome,  Worces- 
tershire. 

Jackson,  Rev.  W.,  Boughton,  Northamptonshire. 
Jarratt,  Rev.  E.,  Boniton,  Gloucestershire. 
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Jeffery,  Rev.  Frederick,  M.A.,  Sway  Parsonage,  near  Lymington, 

Hants. 

Jefferies,  Mr.  B.,  Bewdley. 

Jenkins,  Rev.  Stiverd,  M.A.,  Stone,  Gloucestershire.  10  copies. 
Jenkins,  Mrs.,  do.    5  copies. 
Jenkins,  Miss,  do.    5  copies. 
Jennings,  Rev.  T.  F.,  Bristol. 
Johnson,  Rev.  J.,  B.A.,  Congleton,  Cheshire. 
Johnstone,  Rev.  W.,  M.  A.,  Rector  of  Culmington,  near  Ludlow. 

4  copies. 

Johnstone,  Geo.,  Esq.,  Siefton,  near  Ludlow.   2  copies. 
Johnstone,  Rev.  A.  J.,  Clifton. 

Jones,  Rev.  Thomas,  Spratton,  near  Northamptonshire. 
Jones,  Rev.  J.,  Langstone  Court,  Ross. 
Jones,  William,  Esq.,  Walsall. 

Jones,  Rev.  H.  Wynne,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Meifod,  near  Welchpool. 
Jones,  Rev.  Henry. 
Jones,  Walter,  Esq.,  Worcester. 
Jones,  William,  Esq.,  Harrington,  near  Shiffnal. 
Jones,  Mrs.,  Malvern. 
Jones,  Miss,  Worcester. 
Jukes,  Mr.  G.,  Hanley  Castle,  Worcestershire. 
Julius,  Dr. 

Karr,  Rev.  J.  S.,  B.A.,  Vicar  of  Berkeley,  Gloucestershire. 

Kingscote,  Mrs.,  Kingscote  Park,  Gloucestershire. 

Kinsey,  Park  Street,  Bath. 

Kinsey,  Miss. 

Knight,  F.  W.,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Laing,  Rev.  F.,  M.A.,  the  Mythe,  Tewkesbury. 
Lake,  Rev.  Edward,  Worcester. 
Lane,  Mr.  James  R.,  Birmingham. 
Lankester,  Mr.  Benjamin,  Bewdley. 
Lankester,  Mr.  Thomas  T.,  do. 
Lankester,  Mr.  William,  do. 
Lawley,  Mrs.  George,  Bewdley. 

b  2 
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Lea,  John,  Esq. 
Lea,  Miss. 

Lea,  Rev.  George,  M.A.,  Christ  Church,  Birmingham. 
Lea,  T.  S.,  Esq.,  Astley  Hall,  near  Stourport. 
Ledsam,  J.  F.,  Esq.,  Ched  Hill,  near  Birmingham. 
Lechmere,  Rev.  A.  B.,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Hanley  Castle. 
Lechmere,  E.  H.,  Esq.,  Malvern. 
Lee,  Rev.  P.  H.,  Stoke  Bruerne  Rectory,  Towcester. 
Lee,  Rev.   Samuel,   D.D.,   Regius  Professor  of  Hebrew,  Cam- 
bridge. 5  copies. 

Lee,  Mrs.,  Barley,  Herts.  5  copies. 
Lee,  John,  Esq.,  Whitchurch,  Salop. 
Lee,  Joseph,  Esq.,  Redbrook,  near  "Whitchurch,  Salop. 
Lee,  Joseph,  jun.,  Esq.,  do. 
Lee,  Mr.  William,  "Wednesbury. 

Leigh,  Rev.  Clement,  M.A.,  Newcastle-under-Line.    2  copies. 
Lethbridge,  J.  K.,  Esq.,  Tregeare,  Cornwall. 
Lewis,  Rev.  Thomas  Taylor,  Yatton,  near  Leominster. 
Lewis,  Rev.  William,  Vicar  of  Sedgeley,  Staffordshire. 
Lichfield,  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of. 
Little,  Mrs.,  St.  John's,  Worcester. 
Little,  Mrs.,  Rose  Cottage,  Stourport. 

Lloyd,  Rev.  G.  N.  K.,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Selattyn,  near  Oswestry. 
Lloyd,  Rev.  C.  A.  A.,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Whittington,  Salop. 
Lloyd,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Langley. 

Lockton,  Rev.  Thomas,  Church  Brampton,  Northampton. 
Longhurst,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Kirkby  Mallory,  Leicestershire. 
Longmire,  Rev.  J.  K.,  Rector  of  Westwood,  Wilts. 
Longueville,  Thomas  L.,  Esq.,  Pen  y'llan,  Oswestry. 
Lonsdale,  Rev.  J.,  B.D.,  Principal  of  King's  College,  London. 
Lowe,  Rev.  H.  E.,  M.A.,  Atherstone,  Warwickshire. 
Loxdale,  J.,  Esq.,  Bilston. 

Luckock,  Rev.  T.  G.  M.,  M.A.,  Great  Barr,  near  Birmingham. 
L. ,  a  Country  Parson. 

M'Geachy,  F.  A.,  Esq.,  M.P.    2  copies. 

Madden,  Rev.  Wyndham,  Woodhouse  Parsonage,  Huddersfield. 
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Maddock,  Rev.  H.  W.,  Vicar  of  Kingston,  Herefordshire. 

Mainwaring,  Miss. 

Mainwaring,  Miss. 

Marcy,  W.,  Esq.,  Bewdley. 

Marcy,  George,  Esq.,  Wellington,  Salop. 

Marsh,  Rev.  W.,  D.D.,  Rector  of  St.  Thomas's,  Birmingham. 

2  copies. 

Marshall,  Rev.  W.  K.,  St.  Mary's,  Bridgenorth. 
Marston,  Robert,  Esq.,  Enderby,  Leicestershire. 
Martin,  Mrs.  R.,  Anstey  Lodge,  do. 
Masefield,  G.,  Esq.,  Ledbury. 
Masefield,  Mr.,  Bewdley. 
Mason,  Rev.  H.  B.,  M.A.,  Head  Master  of  Brewood  School, 

Staffordshire. 

Matthie,  Rev.  H.,  M. A.,  Rector  of  Worthenbury,  Flintshire. 
Matthews,  Rev.  R.  M.,  M.A.,  Great  Bowden,  Leicestershire. 
Meredith,  Miss,  Worcester. 
Miles,  Samuel,  Esq.,  Narborough,  Leicestershire. 
Miles,  Mrs.,  do. 
Miles,  Roger,  Esq.,  Leicester. 
Mills,  Miss. 

Milward,  Rev.  H.,  Rectory,  Farrington  Gurney. 
Milward,  Mr.  J.,  Astley,  near  Stourport. 
Mines,  Miss,  Tewkesbury. 
Minton,  Mrs.,  Kempsey,  Worcestershire. 
Minton,  Rev.  Thomas. 
Minton,  Herbert,  Esq.,  Staffordshire. 
Monro,  Rev.  R.,  Bridewell  Chapel. 
Monro,  Cecil,  Esq.,  76,  Cambridge  Terrace,  Hyde  Park. 
Montague,  Rev.  H.,  Cleve,  near  Bristol. 
Moore,  Miss,  Narborough,  Leicestershire. 
Moore,  William,  Esq.,  Elm  Bank,  Worcestershire. 
Morgan,  Rev.  W.,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Llandovery. 
Morgan,  Rev.  David,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Weeke,  Hants. 
Morgan,  Mrs.  D. 

Morgan,  Rev.  Edward,  Rector  of  Syston,  Leicestershire. 
Morgan,  Rev.  S.,  M.A.,  All  Saints,  Birmingham. 
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Morrall,  Mrs.  J.,  Whitchurch,  Salop. 
Morris,  Mr.  Thpmas,  Bewdley. 

Morton,  William,  Esq.,  Kent's  Green,  Worcestershire. 
Morton,  James,  Esq.,  Broom,  near  Kidderminster. 
Mottram,  James,  Esq.,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham. 
Mountnorris,  The  Earl  of,  Areley  Hall,  Staffordshire. 
Murcott,  Mrs.,  Clarence  Square,  Cheltenham. 
Murray,  Rev.  J.,  Parsonage,  Whixall,  Salop. 
Musgrave,  The  Ven,  Archdeacon,  D.D.,  Hah' fax. 

Nanson,  William,  Esq.,  Carlisle. 
Nayler,  Mr.  W.  S.,  Westbromwich. 
Neeld,  Joseph,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Grittleton  House,  Wilts. 
Neeld,  J.,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Cricklade,  Wilts 
Nelson,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Prebendary  of  Heytesbury. 
Newcombe,  Mr.  William,  The  Heath,  near  Kidderminster. 
Newport,  Rev.  Thomas,  M.A.,  Worcester. 
Nichols,  J.,  Esq.,  Bewdley.  10  copies. 
Nichols,  Mrs.,  Wribbenhall,  near  Bewdley. 
Nicholas,  E.  Richmond,  Esq.,  do.    6  copies. 
Nicholas,  Mrs.,  Bath. 

Noble,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Burslem,  Staffordshire. 
Noel,  the  Hon.  and  Rev.  Leland,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Exton,  Rut- 
landshire.   2  copies. 

Northall,  Mr.  J.  W.,  jun.,  Netherton,  near  Dudley. 
Nott,  Mrs.,  Hall  Green,  near  Birmingham. 
Nunn,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Stockton,  near  Shiffnal,  Salop. 
Nunns,  Rev.  Thomas,  M.A.,  St.  Bartholomew's,  Birmingham 

Oldham,  Rev.  J.  R.,  B.A.,  Edgbaston,  Birmingham. 
Oldnall,  Miss,  St.  George's  Place,  Worcester. 

Palmer,  Miss,  Bewdley. 

Pardoe,  R.  Acton,  Esq.,  Bewdley. 

Parker,  W.,  Esq.,  Cary  Street. 

Parkins,  Rev.  S.,  Hackelton,  near  Northampton. 

Parkhurst,  Rev.  J.,  Ripple,  Worcestershire. 

Parry,  Rev.  F.,  St.  Silas,  Liverpool. 
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Peace,  Mrs.,  Wolverhampton. 

Peach,  Thomas,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Langley,  Derby. 

Peake,  Rev.  James  Room,  M.A.,  Whitchurch,  Salop. 

Peel,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Prebendary  of  Canterbury.  2  copies. 

Peel,  Mrs.  J. 

Pemberton,  Rev.  Robert  N.,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Church  Stretton, 

Salop. 

Penfold,  Rev.  G.  Saxby,  D.D.,  Rector  of  Kingswinford. 
Pepler,  Mrs.,  Headington,  Wilts. 
Percival,  Samuel,  Esq.,  Northampton. 
Perrins,  Mr.  S.,  Cradley,  near  Stourbridge. 
Perrott,  J.  T.,  Esq.,  Chantry,  Hadbury,  Worcestershire. 
Perrott,  Miss,  Worcester. 
Perry,  Mrs.,  Wolverhampton. 
Peterborough,  the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of. 
Phillips,  G.  Esq.,  Brockton  House,  Shiffnal. 
Phillipps,  Rev.  E.  T.  M.,  M.A.,  Hathem,  Leicestershire. 
Phillips,  Miss  March,  Cheltenham. 
Pidcock,  Charles,  Esq.,  Worcester.    2  copies. 
Pilcher,  Charles,  Esq.,  Oxford. 
Pilkington,  Thomas,  Esq.,  Cheltenham. 
Pinniger,  Broom,  Esq.,  Chippenham,  Wilts. 
Plumer,  Lady. 

Plumtre,  Rev.  J.  F.,  Fellow  of  Eton. 
Pope,  Mrs.,  Stourport. 
Pope,  Miss,  do. 
Pope,  Rev.  J.,  M.A. 
Portal,  J.,  Esq.    2  copies. 
Portal,  William,  Esq.    5  copies. 
Portal,  Miss.    3  copies. 
Porter,  Rev.  J.,  Newcastle-under-Line. 
Powell,  Colonel,  Herefordshire. 
Powell,  Rev.  Thomas,  do. 
Powell,  Mr.  William,  Worcester.  5  copies. 
Powis,  The  Hon.  Emily,  Clifton. 
Poynder,  Edward,  Esq.,  Hawkhurst,  Kent 
Prattinton,  William,  Esq.,  Bewdley. 
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Price,  Sir  Charles,  Bart. 

Price,  Rev.  Thomas,  Rector  of  Great  Shelsley,  Worcestershire. 

5  copies. 

Prichard,  Miss,  Vicarage,  Bay  ton. 
Prichard,  Edward,  Esq.,  Clifton.  5  copies. 
Prichard,  Mrs.  William,  do. 
Priest,  Mr.  Joseph,  Corngreaves,  near  Dudley. 
Prime,  Miss,  Lansdown  Crescent,  Bath. 
Pritchard,  Rev.  R.,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Himley,  near  Dudley. 
Prosser,  Rev.  Thomas. 

Quarrington,  Rev.  Frederick,  M.A.,  Pitchcombe,  Gloucestershire. 

Raikes,  Rev.  H.,  M.A.,  Chancellor  of  Chester. 

Ralph,  Rev.  James,  Shelton,  Staifordshire. 

Ram,  Rev.  A.  J.,  Beverley,  Yorkshire.   2  copies. 

Randall,  Rev.  J.,  Vicar  of  Lionshall,  Herefordshire. 

Rann,  J.  Esq.,  Dudley. 

Read,  Mrs.,  Hermitage,  Powick,  near  Worcester. 

Reddal,  Rev.  Thomas,  Stoke-upon-Trent. 

Reynolds,  Miss,  Cottage,  near  Bewdley. 

Reynolds,  the  Misses,  Wribbenhall,  near  Bewdley. 

Richardson,  Rev.  H.  K.,  M.A.,  Leire  Rectory. 

Richings,  Rev.  B.,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Mancetter,  Warwickshire. 

Riland,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Birmingham.    10  copies. 

Roberts,  Rev.  W.,  M.A.,  Ashby  Parva,  Leicestershire. 

Robeson,  Mrs.,  Oak  Hall,  Bromsgrove. 

Robinson,   Rev.   P.,   M.A.,    Master  of  the    Grammar    School, 

Dudley. 

Rooker,  A.,  Esq.,  Darlaston. 
Rooker,  James,  Esq.,  do. 

Rosam,  Miss,  Brightling  Rectory,  Sussex.  2  copies. 
Rowlands,  Mr.  W.,  Worcester. 
Rowles,  Mrs.,  Malvern. 

Salmon,  Rev.  G.,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  Shustock,  Warwickshire. 
Sandon,  Lord  Viscount,  M.P.    5  copies. 
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Sankey,  Mr.  R.  N.,  Ludlow. 

Sankey,  Rev.  J.,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Stoney  Stanton,  Leicestershire. 

Sankey,  Master  J.  E. 

Sankey,  Master  R.  B. 

Sankey,  Miss  S.  A. 

Sankey,  Miss  M.  M. 

Sargent,  Miss,  Kempsey,  near  Worcester. 

Sarjeant,  Rev.  R.,  M.A.,  Rector  of  St.  Swithin's,  Worcester. 

Saunders,  Mrs.,  16,  Finsbury  Square. 

Saunders,  Miss  E.,  do. 

Sawyer,  Rev.  W.,  M.A.,  Old  Dalby  Hall,  Leicestershire.  2  copies. 

Sayce,  Mrs.  T.  S.,  Racket  Hall,  Roscrea,  Ireland. 
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SERMON  I. 

THE  BAPTISM  OF  OUR  LORD. 

MATT.  iii.  16,  17. 

• 

And  Jesus,  when  He  was  baptized,  went  up  straight- 
way out  of  the  water ;  and  lo,  the  heavens  were 
opened  unto  Him,  and  He  saw  the  Spirit  of  God 
descending  like  a  dove,  and  lighting  upon  Him ; 
and  lo,  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying,  This  is  my 
beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased. 

OUR  scriptural  church  yearly  celebrates  the  great 
facts  of  our  Saviour's  abode  on  earth,  and  His 
return  to  heaven.  She  celebrates  His  birth,  His 
temptation,  His  death,  His  resurrection,  His  ascen- 
sion to  His  Father,  and  His  sending  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  this  she  acts  wisely ;  for  while  she  re- 
calls to  our  memory  the  great  facts  which  concern 
our  Saviour,  she  presents  also  to  our  hearts  the 
great  doctrines  which  concern  our  salvation.  In 
one  instance  our  church  celebrates  a  doctrine,  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  dignifies  the  day  on 
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which  I  speak  with  the  name  of  "  Trinity  Sunday." 
This  doctrine  is  of  essential,  universal,  and  eternal 
importance.  Our  reformers  believed  it  to  be  re- 
vealed in  the  words  of  our  text.  "  And  Jesus,  when 
He  was  baptized,  went  up  straightway  out  of  the 
water  ;  and  lo,  the  heavens  were  opened  unto  Him  ; 
and  He  saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descending  like  a 
dove,  and  lighting  upon  Him  ;  and  lo,  a  voice  from 
heaven,  saying,  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleased." 

These  words  reveal  a  great  doctrine  for  our  belief, 
and  afford  much  instruction  for  our  practice. 

Let  us  contemplate, 

I.  THE  GREAT  DOCTRINE  WHICH  OUR  TEXT  RE- 
VEALS. 

As  the  Baptist  was  preaching  on  the  banks  of 
Jordan,  multitudes  came  to  him  to  be  baptized. 
Among  these  multitudes  came  Jesus,  more  lowly, 
yet  more  exalted,  than  all  the  sons  of  men.  John 
said  to  Jesus,  "  I  have  need  to  be  baptized  of  thee  ; 
and  comest  thou  to  me  ?"  Jesus  replied  to  John, 
"  Suffer  it  to  be  so  now,  for  thus  it  becometh  us  to 
fulfil  all  righteousness."  Then  John  baptized  Jesus. 
For  though  Jesus  had  "  no  spot  of  sin,"  and  there- 
fore had  no  need  of  baptism  ;  yet,  "  to  fulfil  all 
righteousness"  in  His  own  person,  as  our  represen- 
tative, and  to  become  a  pattern  to  all  His  followers, 
He  was,  as  a  sinner,  baptized.  "  And  Jesus,  when 
He  was  baptized,  went  up  straightway  out  of  the 
water  praying ;  and  lo,  the  heavens  were  opened 


THE    BAPTISM    OF    OUR    LORD.  d 

unto  Him,  and  He  saw  the  Spirit  of  God  descend- 
ing, in  a  bodily  shape,  like  a  dove,  and  lighting 
upon  Him ;  and  lo,  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying, 
This  is  my  beloved  Son;  in  whom  I  am  well 
pleased."  What  a  scene  is  here  disclosed!  The 
heaven  of  heavens  opened ;  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
bodily  shape  descending  down  the  sky  ;  the  light  of 
glory  shining  on  the  streams  of  Jordan !  And  what 
an  assembly  is  here  revealed !  God  the  Father,  God 
the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghost,  all  at  once  per- 
ceptible to  the  senses  of  man.  We  see  the  person 
of  God  the  Son ;  we  behold  the  form  of  God  the 
Spirit;  we  hear  the  voice  of  God  the  Father. 

At  the  baptism  of  Jesus, 

1.  We  see  the  person  of  God  the  Son. 

Jesus,  as  the  Son  of  Man,  stood  on  the  banks  of 
Jordan,  and  received  baptism  from  the  hand  of  His 
forerunner.  But  though  Jesus  was  baptized  as  a 
sinner,  yet  was  he  perfectly  sinless  ;  though  he  had 
taken  upon  Him  our  nature,  yet  was  He  truly  God. 
He  was  Jesus !  He  was  God  incarnate ;  God  in  our 
nature  ;  God  with  us  ;  God  our  Saviour.  For  thus 
said  the  Baptist,  "  I,  indeed,  baptize  you  with 
water  unto  repentance ;  but  He,"  even  Jesus,  "  who 
cometh  after  me,  is  mightier  than  I,  whose  shoes  1 
am  not  worthy  to  bear ;  He  shall  baptize  you  with 
the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  fire.  Whose  fan  is  in 
His  hand,  and  He  will  throughly  purge  His  floor, 
and  gather  the  wheat  into  His  garner ;  but  He  will 
burn  up  the  chaff  with  unquenchable  fire/'  These 
words  proclaim  the  divinity  of  our  Lord.  For  what 
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creature  is  so  exalted,  that  the  greatest  of  the  sons 
of  men  is  unworthy  to  touch  His  feet  ?  What  crea- 
ture can  judge  the  world,  and  unerringly  sepa- 
rate the  righteous  from  the  wicked  ?  What  creature 
can  exalt  the  righteous  to  everlasting  glories,  and 
consign  the  wicked  to  everlasting  fires  ?  No  crea- 
ture can  do  any  of  these  things ;  but  Jesus  can 
do  them  all ;  Jesus,  therefore,  is  not  a  creature,  but 
the  Creator;  He  is  "  God  overall,  blessed  for  ever." 
But,  0  wondrous  !  Jesus,  as  a  sinful  creature,  was 
baptized  in  the  waters  of  Jordan. 
Again  :  in  the  baptism  of  Jesus, 
2.  We  behold  the  form  of  God  the  Spirit. 
The  gates  of  heaven,  as  at  the  death  of  Stephen, 
were  opened ;  the  throne  of  God,  as  it  were, 
appeared  to  mortal  sight ;  and  the  Holy  Ghost  de- 
scended in  a  bodily  form  from  the  Father,  and 
rested  on  the  Son.  Whether  the  Holy  Ghost 
assumed  the  shape  of  a  dove,  or  descended  in  a 
luminous  body  with  a  hovering  motion  like  that  of 
a  dove,  we  shall  not  decide;*'  but  this  descent  of 
the  Spirit  not  only  convinced  the  Baptist  that  Jesus 
was  Messiah,  but  fulfilled  the  prophecy  that  "  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  should  rest  upon  Him." 
(John  i.  32 — 34.  Isa.  Ixi.  1.)  Besides,  His  name 
is  declared,  "  The  Spirit  of  God  ;"  and  the  Spirit 
of  God  is  God.  We  hence  conclude  that  the  Holy 
Ghost,  who  descended  in  a  bodily  shape  like  a 
dove  on  Jesus  Christ,  is  not  an  attribute  of  the 

*  The  Spirit  visibly  descended  upon  Him,  resembling  a  dove, 
perhaps  in  shape  as  well  as  in  its  hovering  motion. — Robinson. 
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Deity,  or  a  quality  of  the  Godhead,  but  a  real,  and 
distinct,  and  divine  person,  equal  to  the  Father,  and 
to  the  Son,  TRULY  AND  ETERNALLY  GOD.  Further: 

At  the  baptism  of  Jesus, 

3.  We  hear  the  voice  of  God  the  Father. 

"  A  voice  from  heaven  said,  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased."  The  language 
of  the  Father,  whose  divinity  will  not  be  questioned, 
and  needs  not  to  be  proved,  implies  the  divinity  of 
the  Son.  The  Father  calls  Jesus,  not  a  Son,  but 
"  The  Son  ;"  not  only  "  The  Son,"  but  "  My  Son;" 
not  only  "My  Son,"  but  "My  beloved  Son;"  not 
only  "  My  beloved  Son,"  but  "  My  beloved  Son,  in 
whom  I  am  well  pleased."  Our  Lord  employed, 
and  the  Jews  understood,  this  expression,  "  The 
Son  of  God,"  as  implying  divinity,  or  equality  with 
the  Father.  "  The  Jews  sought  to  kill  Jesus,  be- 
cause He  said  that  God  was  His  Father,  making 
Himself  equal  with  God."  (John  v.  17,  18.) 

And  our  Lord,  so  far  from  denying  their  conclu- 
sion, instantly  confirms  it,  and  commands  "  all  men 
to  honour  the  Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father." 
For  "  He  that  honoureth  not  the  Son,  honoureth 
not  the  Father,  who  hath  sent  Him."  (John  v.  23.) 
"  Thou  art  my  beloved  Son;"  "  Thou  art,"  emphati- 
cally, "  that  beloved  Son  of  mine,  whose  advent 
has  been  so  long  foretold,  whose  salvation  has  been 
so  much  desired."  The  language  of  the  holy  bap- 
tist corresponds  with  the  language  of  the  evangeli- 
cal prophet,  "  Behold  my  servant  whom  I  uphold  ; 
mine  elect  in  whom  my  soul  delighteth  ;  I  have  put 
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my  Spirit  upon  Him;  He  shall  bring  forth  judgment 
to  the  Gentiles."  (Isa.  xlii.  1.)  We  have  in  these 
words  the  testimony  of  God  the  Father,  that  Jesus 
is  Messiah  ;  and  Messiah,  we  know,  is  God. 

Thus,  therefore,  does  the  text  reveal  the  dis- 
tinct personality  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Spirit.  The  Father  speaks,  the  Son 
is  baptized,  the  Spirit,  in  a  bodily  shape,  de- 
scends. They  have  distinct  names — Father,  Son, 
Spirit.  They  are  in  distinct  places — the  Father  in 
heaven ;  the  Son  on  earth ;  the  Spirit  between 
earth  an  heaven.  They  have  distinct  offices — the 
Father  sends,  the  Spirit  is  sent,  the  Son  receives  the 
Spirit.  On  the  Son  the  Spirit  rests ;  the  Father 
approves  the  Son ;  the  Son,  for  the  sake  of  sinners, 
fulfils  all  righteousness.  If  there  be  not  three 
persons  in  the  Godhead,  what  can  be  the  meaning 
of  the  text  ?  We  say,  therefore,  confidently  with 
the  ancients,  "  Go  to  Jordan,  and  there  learn  the 
doctrine  of  the  Trinity."  For  verily,  "  There  is 
one  person  of  the  Father,  another  of  the  Son,  and 
another  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  But  the  Godhead  of 
the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  is 
all  one ;  the  glory  equal,  the  majesty  co-eternal." 
"  Glory,  therefore,  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son, 
and  to  the  Holy  Ghost.  As  it  was  in  the  be- 
ginning, is  now,  and  ever  shall  be,  world  without 
end.  Amen." 

Having  contemplated  the  great  doctrine  which 
the  text  reveals ;  we  proceed,  as  we  proposed,  to 
consider, 
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II.      THE      PRACTICAL      INSTRUCTION      WHICH     THE 
TEXT  AFFORDS. 

1.   The    Trinity  in  Unity  effect  the  salvation  of 
mankind. 

The  eternal  Father  so  loved  the  world  that  He 
gave  His  only  begotten  and  beloved    Son  to  the 
death  of  the  Cross,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him 
might  be  saved ;  for  He  would  not  save  mankind 
from  destruction,  without  an  atonement  for   their 
sin.     Hence  the  eternal  Son  is  the  Lamb  of  God 
slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world ;    slain  by 
divine  appointment,  and  slain  as  a  sacrifice  to  atone 
for  our  sins.     In  the  fulness  of  time  a  body  was 
prepared  for  the  Son  of  God,  and  He  appeared  in 
our   nature   and   in   our  world.     He  was  born  at 
Bethlehem,   brought    up  at   Nazareth,  baptized  in 
Jordan,  tempted  in  the  wilderness,  rejected  in  Jeru- 
salem, crucified  on  Calvary.     He  came  to  make  a 
full   atonement    for    sin,    to   work   out   a    perfect 
righteousness  for  believers,  and  to  bring  all  His  sons 
to  glory.     To   effect  these  immortal  purposes,  He 
shed  that  "  precious  blood,"  which  "  cleanses  from 
all  sin,"  and  procured  that  "  eternal  Spirit,"  who 
renews  the  hearts  of  believers.     The  Holy  Spirit 
affords  to  believers  grace  sufficient  for  all  the  duties 
of  the  Christian  life,  and  for  all  the  conflicts  of  the 
Christian  warfare.     He  sprinkles  the  blood  of  Jesus 
on  the  consciences  of  them  that  repent,  sheds  the 
love  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  them  that  believe, 
and  gives  an  earnest  of  heaven  to  them  that  are 
sanctified. 
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In  the  redemption  of  sinners,  Father,  Son,  and 
Spirit,  display  united  might,  partake  united  plea- 
sure, and  obtain  united  glory.  The  Son  of  God 
stood  in  mortal  guise  on  the  banks  of  Jordan ;  the 
Spirit  of  God  in  mystic  form  rested  on  His  head ; 
and  the  voice  of  God  in  heavenly  melody  proclaimed 
to  all  around,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom 
I  am  well  pleased."  THE  ETERNAL  THREE  IN  ONE 
are  well  pleased  with  the  salvation  of  sinners  by 
Jesus  Christ.  And  happy  are  they,  who  are  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  created  anew  in  Christ  Jesus,  and 
through  Him  made  heirs  of  life  eternal !  "  Through 
the  Son  and  by  one  Spirit,  they  have  access  to  the 
Father ;"  and  the  love  of  the  Father,  and  the  grace 
of  the  Son,  and  the  communion  of  the  Spirit,  are 
ever  with  them. 

2.  How  great  is  the  salvation  of  sinners!  In  the 
salvation  of  sinners  all  the  power,  and  glory,  and 
riches  of  the  Trinity  were  displayed.  The  love  of 
the  Father,  the  blood  of  the  Son,  and  the  grace  of 
the  Spirit,  effect  our  salvation.  The  Son  became 
incarnate  ;  the  Spirit  descended  from  heaven  ;  the 
Father  spake  from  His  throne.  The  greatness  of 
the  agents  implies  the  greatness  of  the  work ;  and 
of  all  divine  works  the  salvation  of  sinners  is  the 
greatest.  In  every  view  the  redemption  of  sinners 
is  great.  Who  were  redeemed  ?  Countless  millions 
of  souls.  Who  was  the  Redeemer  ?  The  eternal 
Trinity.  How  was  redemption  effected  ?  By  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.  From  what  are  souls  redeemed? 
From  everlasting  punishment  in  hell.  To  what  are 
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redeemed  souls  exalted?  To  everlasting  glory  in 
heaven.  No  wonder  that  the  apostle  calls  the  sal- 
vation of  sinners  a  great  salvation.  No  wonder  that 
angels  with  intense  desire  study  its  mysteries.  No 
wonder  that  saints  and  seraphim  will  ever  sing,  as 
the  noblest  song  of  heaven,  "  Salvation  to  God  and 
the  Lamb."  Have  our  hearts  been  filled  with  the 
love  of  the  Father?  Have  our  sins  been  washed 
away  in  the  blood  of  the  Son  ?  Have  our  souls 
been  renewed  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  ?  Are  we 
partakers  of  this  great  salvation  ? 

3.  How  beneficial  are  the  means  of,  grace !  Our 
blessed  Lord  would  not  exercise  the  office  of  teacher 
until  He  was  divinely  commissioned  and  qualified 
for  the  work  :  and  in  the  use  of  the  means  of  grace 
He  was  commissioned  and  qualified.  When  he  was 
baptized  and  while  He  was  praying,  the  heaven  of 
heavens  was  opened  over  Him,  the  Spirit  of  God 
descended  upon  Him,  and  the  voice  of  the  Father 
wondrously  approved  Him  !  The  Spirit  of  God 
cannot  be  expected  unless  we  use  the  means  of 
grace  ;  nor  can  we  expect  the  Spirit  of  God  in  using 
the  means  of  grace,  unless  we  pray  to  God  while  we 
use  them.  But,  we  repeat,  "  When  Jesus  was  bap- 
tized, and  while  He  was  praying,  the  heavens  were 
opened  over  Him,  and  the  Spirit  descended  upon 
Him."  Let  us  come,  therefore,  regularly  to  the 
worship  of  God,  to  the  hearing  of  the  Gospel,  and 
to  the  table  of  the  Lord  ;  and  while  we  diligently  use 
these  means  of  grace,  let  us  pray  to  God,  like  our 
Saviour,  and  then  the  Spirit  of  God  will  descend  on 
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our  souls.  "  The  heavens,"  saith  Bishop  Hall,  "are 
never  shut,  while  either  of  the  sacraments  is  duly 
administered  and  rightly  received  :  neither  do  the 
heavens  ever  thus  open,  without  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Ghost." 

The  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  will,  we 
humbly  trust,  be  duly  administered  this  day ;  and 
will,  we  earnestly  pray,  be  by  you  rightly  received  ; 
and,  while  ye  do  receive  it,  O  may  the  heavens  be 
opened  over  your  heads,  and  the  Spirit  of  God  de- 
scend on  your  souls,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Sa- 
viour ! 

To  conclude  : 

1.  The  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is  clearly  revealed 
in  the  Scriptures ;  and  the  belief  of  this  doctrine  is 
essential  to  your  salvation.     Do  you  believe  this  doc- 
trine ?     Salvation  is  the  great  work  of  the  Trinity. 
Are  you  neglecting  this  great  salvation  ?     God  the 
Father  is  well  pleased  in  His  beloved  Son,  Jesus 
Christ  our  Saviour.     And  will  you  be  offended  in 
Him  ?     Will  you  disobey  His  command  ;  will  you 
neglect  His  sacrament ;  will  you  grieve  His  Spirit  ? 
Let  the  guilty  conscience  answer ! 

2.  But,  ye  careless  ones, — Father,  Son,  and  Spirit, 
united  in  love  and  power  to  save  you  ;  and  will  you 
unite  with  Satan  and  the  world  to  destroy  your- 
selves?— Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  will  be  well  pleased 
in  your  salvation,  and  will  you  despise  the  love  of  the 
Father,    trample   on   the   blood   of  the    Son,    and 
quench  the  grace  of  the  Spirit  ?     Will  you  be  well 
pleased  with  sin,  with  misery,  with  ruin  ?     But,  my 
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brethren,  "  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and 
the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ;  let  him  return 
unto  the  Lord,  and  He  will  have  mercy  upon  him 
and  to  our  God,  for  He  will  abundantly  pardon." — 
Pause  in  your  careless  career.  Consider  your  ways. 
Flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  Flee  from  sin.  Flee 
to  Christ.  Pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to  enlighten 
your  minds,  to  renew  your  souls,  to  make  you  new 
creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.  Then  will  the  Father  be 
well  pleased  with  you;  He  will  reckon  you  among 
His  children,  preserve  you  unto  His  kingdom,  and 
ye  shall  be  His  in  that  day  "  when  He  makes  up 
His  jewels." 

But, 

3.  Ye  Christian  believers,  be  comforted,  be  en- 
couraged. How  complete  is  the  work  of  your  re- 
demption !  How  perfect  is  the  safety  of  your  souls  ! 
The  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Spirit,  effected  your 
salvation.  The  Father  loved  you  with  an  everlasting 
love ;  the  Son  died  for  your  sins  on  the  cross ;  the 
Spirit  has  renewed  your  souls  in  the  image  of  God. 
You  are  "  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus."  O,  ho- 
nour the  Father,  love  the  Son,  cherish  the  Spirit. 
For,  if  you  would  enjoy  the  fellowship  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  you  must  have  no  fellowship  with  sin,  no 
agreement  with  Satan,  no  union  with  the  world.  But 
you  must  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  conversation,  and 
zealous  of  all  good  works.  You  must  be  diligent  in 
all  the  means  of  grace  ;  and  "  pray  with  all  prayer 
and  supplication  in  the  Spirit."  You  must  ever  live 
by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  be  obedient  unto  death. 
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Then  in  the  last  day,  when  Jesus  shall  come  in  glory 
to  judge  the  world,  the  gates  of  heaven  will  be 
opened  to  your  souls,  and  the  voice  of  the  Son  will 
invite  you  into  the  kingdom  of  God.  "  Come,  ye 
children  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world." 

Now  to  the  King  of  glory,  to  the  Prince  of  peace, 
and  to  the  Spirit  of  love,  three  Persons  and  one 
God,  be  equal,  undivided,  and  everlasting  praise. 
Amen. 
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SERMON  II. 

THE  WEARY  AND  HEAVY  LADEN  INVITED  TO 
CHRIST. 

MATT.  xi.  28. 

Come  unto  Me,  all  ye  that  labour   and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest. 

How  different  is  the  conduct  of  the  King  of  kings 
from  the  conduct  of  the  kings  of  the  earth !  The 
kings  of  the  earth,  turning  their  eyes  from  sights  of 
misery  and  shutting  their  ears  to  sounds  of  distress, 
invite  to  their  banquets  the  healthy,  the  wealthy,  and 
the  gay.  But  the  King  of  kings  went  through  the 
world  in  search  of  the  poor,  the  diseased,  and  the 
distressed ;  and  wherever  He  found  them,  He  in- 
vited them  to  His  feast.  "  Come  unto  Me,  all  ye 
who  labour  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you 
rest." 

In  considering  these  words,  let  us  notice, 
1st.  The  Inviter,  "  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;"  2ndly, 
The  minted,    "  those   who  labour   and    are   heavy 
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laden ;"  3rdly,  The  invitation,  "  Come  unto  Me  ;" 
and,  4thly,  The  promise  made  to  the  invited,  "  And  I 
will  give  you  rest." 

We  are,  then,  to  notice, 

I.  THE  INVITER  ;  "  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God ;  and  He  is  so  the  Son,  as 
to  be  the  equal  of  God.  "  He  is  God  over  all  blessed 
for  ever."  Just  before  our  text,  He  asserts  His 
equality  with  the  Father :  "  All  things,"  says  He, 
"  are  delivered  to  Me  of  my  Father ;  and  no  man 
knoweth  the  Son,  but  the  Father  ;  neither  knoweth 
any  man  the  Father,  but  the  Son,  and  he  to  whom 
the  Son  will  reveal  Him."  In  the  Son  is  all  the  ful- 
ness of  the  Godhead  :  the  Father  gave  the  Son  for 
our  redemption ;  and  we  have  redemption  through 
His  blood.  In  Christ  Jesus  are  all  things  needful 
for  our  present  peace  and  everlasting  salvation.  The 
Inviter  to  the  feast  of  salvation  is  Jesus,  and  we 
cannot  deny  his  authority  ;  for  the  Father  hath  sent 
Him,  and  said,  "  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  hear  ye 
Him."  The  Inviter  is  Jesus,  and  we  cannot  distrust 
His  word;  for  He  is  "  the  faithful  and  true  witness ;" 
"  He  is  the  truth."  The  Inviter  is  Jesus,  and  we 
cannot  question  his  power ;  for  "  to  Him  all  power 
on  earth  and  heaven  is  given."  The  Inviter  is  Jesus, 
and  we  cannot  doubt  his  willingness ;  because  "  He 
laid  down  His  life  for  us."  "  He  died  for  our  sins ;" 
"He  rose  again  for  our  justification;"  He  is  now  at 
the  right  hand  of  God,  interceding  for  us  ;  and  He 
is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  that  come  unto 
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God  by  Him.     Such  then  is  the  Inviter  ;  such  is 
Jesus  Christ,  who  cries,  "  Come  unto  Me." 
We  proceed  to  notice, 

II.  THE  INVITED.  "  Those  who  labour,  and  are 
heavy  laden." 

A  man,  with  a  heavy  burden  so  fastened  to  his 
body,  that  through  day  and  night  he  can  neither 
endure  it  a  moment,  nor  lay  it  aside,  nor  carry  it 
along,  labours  much  and  wastes  his  strength,  toils 
hard  and  spends  his  spirits.  He  sighs  and  groans, 
staggers  and  trembles  under  his  burden.  How  weary 
must  he  be  of  his  toils  !  how  desirous  to  be  free  from 
his  load  !  This  wretched  man  is  a  figure  of  those 
who  are  weary  and  heavy  laden  with  sin.  For,  by 
the  weary  and  heavy  laden,  our  Lord  does  not  mean 
all  mankind ;  for,  though  all  men  are  corrupt  in 
nature,  and  sinful  in  practice,  all  men  do  not  feel 
their  corruption  and  sinfulness.  Nor  does  our  Lord 
mean  even  all  those  who  are  oppressed  with  worldly 
sorrows  ;  for  the  heaviest  of  worldly  sorrows,  as  in 
the  case  of  Cain  and  Judas,  work  only  despair 
and  death.  But  our  Lord  means  those  persons  who, 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  are  convinced  of  their  na- 
tural corruption  and  actual  wickedness.  These 
persons  are  weary  and  heavy  laden.  Their  hearts 
faint,  being  weary  of  sin.  Their  souls  mourn,  being 
burdened  with  guilt.  The  remembrance  of  sin  is 
now  grievous,  the  defilement  of  sin  is  hateful,  the 
burden  of  sin  is  intolerable.  Of  all  burdens  sin  is 
the  heaviest.  Sin  pressed  Satan  into  the  bottom- 
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less  pit ;  sin,  when  laid  on  Jesus  Christ,  filled  His 
soul  with  storms  of  agony,  and  forced  from  his  body 
streams  of  blood.  Our  Lord,  indeed,  as  the  Lamb 
of  God,  bore  on  His  spotless  soul  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world  ;  but  cne  sin  is  heavy  enough  to  press 
our  souls  to  hell.  In  the  burden  of  sin  is  a  threefold 
pressure — the  pressure  of  defilement — the  pressure 
of  punishment — and  the  pressure  of  guilt.  How 
weary  must  we  be  under  this  threefold  load  !  How 
sadly  must  we  cry,  "  O  wretched  man  that  I  am ! 
Who  shall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  death  ? 
Who  relieve  me  from  this  burden  of  sin  ?" 

All  the  sins  of  the  weary  and  heavy  laden,  all 
their  sins  of  ignorance  and  negligence,  of  ingrati- 
tude and  wilfulness,  of  rebellion  and  defiance;  all 
their  sins  against  truth  and  mercy,  against  knowledge 
and  conviction,  of  omission  and  commission  ;  all  their 
sins  of  all  kinds  in  the  most  gloomy  colours  of  con- 
demnation, and  most  frightful  shapes  of  guilt ; — all 
their  sins  in  one  huge  mass  rise  up  against  them,  and 
in  one  huge  mass  press  heavily  on  their  souls. 
Under  this  heavy  load  of  guilt  "  they  are  wearied, 
perplexed,  hardly  bestead/'  "  Mine  iniquities," 
they  cry,  "  have  gone  over  my  head ;  as  a  sore 
burden,  they  are  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear.  I  am 
troubled  ;  I  am  bowed  down  greatly  ;  I  cannot  look 
up ;  my  heart  faileth  me." 

When  men,  under  the  conviction  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  recollect  how  long  they  have  lived  in  sin,  and 
how  careless  they  have  been  of  their  souls ;  when 
they  hate  themselves  for  committing  sin,  and  yet  con- 
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tinue  to  commit  it ;  when  they  know  how  offensive 
sin  is  to  the  Almighty,  and  yet  continue  to  offend 
Him  ;  when  they  fear  that  their  sins  are  too  nume- 
rous to  be  forgiven,  and  yet  hourly  increase  the 
number ;  when  they  fear  that  their  hearts  are  too 
vile  to  be  renewed,  and  yet  see  them  hourly  grow 
viler  ;  when  they  feel  the  stings  of  an  accusing  con- 
science, and  dread  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God  ; 
when  they  know  that  they  may  die  the  next  mo- 
ment, and  that  if  they  die  next  moment,  they  must 
perish  for  ever :  when  their  spirits  are  thus  op- 
pressed with  a  burden  of  infinite  guilt,  and  their 
hearts  are  thus  afflicted  with  the  guiltiness  of  eternal 
death ;  then,  my  brethren,  then  are  they  weary 
and  heavy  laden ;  and  then,  my  brethren,  then  it  is 
that  Jesus  Christ  invites  them  to  His  rest. 
But  this  leads  us  to  notice, 

III.  THE  INVITATION  :  "  Come  unto  Me." 

How  gracious  is  the  manner,  how  glorious  is  the 
meaning,  of  this  invitation.  "  Come  unto  Me  !" 

1.  How  gracious  is  the  manner  of  this  invitation ! 

This  invitation  is  tender.  The  weary  and  the 
heavy  laden  secretly  weep  over  their  sins,  and 
earnestly  desire  deliverance.  Jesus  sees  their  secret 
tears,  and  hears  their  earnest  desires.  As  the  phy- 
sician of  souls,  He  sees  nothing  but  their  disease ; 
as  the  friend  of  sinners,  He  hears  nothing  but  their 
distress  ;  and  for  healing  and  peace  invites  them  to 
Himself.  He  neither  reproaches  them  for  their  in- 
gratitude, nor  reproves  them  for  their  disobedience ; 
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but  knowing  their  wretchedness,  and  feeling  for 
their  infirmities,  He  stretches  out  to  them  His  arm 
of  mercy,  and  opens  for  them  His  bosom  of  repose. 
"  Come,  ye  weary  and  heavy  laden  sinners ;  come, 
come  unto  Me." 

This  invitation  is  free.  Jesus  prescribes  no  con- 
ditions, demands  no  services,  requires  no  merits, 
asks  for  no  recommendations.  He  only  says,  "  Come 
unto  Me  !"  "  With  all  your  burdens,  and  weariness, 
and  weakness;  with  all  your  sins,  and  guilt,  and 
worthlessness,  Come  unto  Me !  If  any  man  thirst, 
let  him  come  to  Me  and  drink.  If  any  sinner 
be  weary  and  heavy  laden,  let  him  come  to  Me  for 
rest." 

This  invitation  is  universal.  ALL  who  are  weary 
of  sin  may  come ;  all  who  desire  to  be  saved  may 
come.  As  there  is  no  sin,  for  which  the  blood  of 
Christ  cannot  atone,  and  no  heart  which  the  Spirit 
of  Christ  cannot  renew ;  so  there  is  no  sinner  whom 
Christ  cannot  save.  All  the  ends  of  the  earth  may 
look  to  Him  and  be  saved.  But  as  the  sick  only 
seek  the  physician,  as  the  thirsty  only  pant  for  the 
fountain,  as  the  weary  only  long  for  rest ;  so  lost 
and  perishing  sinners  only  will  come  to  Christ  for 
salvation. 

2.  How  glorious  then  is  the  meaning  of  this  invi- 
tation, "  Come  unto  Me  !" 

To  come  to  Christ  is  as  perishing  sinners  to  be- 
lieve in  Christ  as  the  only  Saviour.  "  He  that 
cometh  to  Me"  says  our  Lord,  "  shall  never  hunger; 
and  he  that  believeth  in  Me,  shall  never  thirst." 
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(John  vi.  37.)  Penitent  and  perishing  sinners, 
weary  and  heavy  laden  with  their  guilt,  come  by 
faith  to  Christ  crucified,  and  seek  salvation  in  Him. 
Touched  with  the  deepest  feeling  of  their  perishing 
state,  with  neither  goodness,  nor  strength,  nor  hope 
in  themselves ;  but  persuaded  of  His  power  and 
willingness  to  save,  as  weary  and  heavy  laden,  as 
lost  and  miserable  sinners,  they  come  to  Christ  alone 
for  salvation.  By  faith  they  lay  hold  on  Christ ;  by 
faith  in  Christ  their  souls  are  justified  ;  and  their 
souls  being  justified  by  faith  in  Christ,  they  have 
peace  with  God. 

In  the  blood  of  Christ  is  an  atonement  for  our 
sins ;  in  His  righteousness  a  justification  for  our 
souls  ;  in  His  Spirit  a  sanctification  for  our  natures ; 
in  His  grace  an  infallible  support ;  in  His  merits  an 
everlasting  reward.  "  The  weary  and  heavy  laden," 
therefore,  come  to  Christ  guilty,  that  they  may  be 
pardoned ;  unrighteous,  that  they  may  be  justified ; 
polluted,  that  they  may  be  sanctified ;  weak,  that 
they  may  be  strengthened ;  worthless,  that  they  may 
be  glorified.  "  Come,"  then,  says  Jesus,  "  come 
unto  Me !"  Stay  neither  to  atone  for  your  sins,  nor 
to  recommend  yourselves  to  God,  nor  to  qualify 
yourselves  for  heaven ;  but  come  at  once  to  Me  ; 
come  now ;  come  as  you  are  ;  come  with  all  your 
sins,  and  defilements,  and  unworthiness  ;  "  come  to 
ME,"  and  my  blood  will  cleanse  you  from  sin ;  my 
righteousness  will  justify  your  souls;  my  Spirit  will 
sanctify  your  natures ;  my  grace  will  support  you 
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in  the  Christian  warfare  ;  my  merits  will  enthrone 
you  in  glory. 

But  we  hasten,  lastly,  to  weigh, 

IV.  THE  PROMISE  TO  THE  INVITED.  "  And  I  will 
give  you  rest." 

The  word  rest  signifies  both  rest  and  refreshment, 
and  both  as  rest  and  refreshment,  it  is  a  free  gift. 
It  is  a  rest  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor 
take  away ;  it  is  a  refreshment  suitable  and  precious 
to  the  soul ;  it  is  spiritual  rest ;  it  is  spiritual  re- 
freshment. We  cannot  claim  this  rest  as  a  right, 
nor  deserve  it  as  a  reward.  Were  it  to  be  bought, 
we  are  poor,  and  cannot  buy  it;  were  it  to  be  won, 
we  are  weak,  and  cannot  win  it.  Jesus  bought  it 
for  us,  and  bought  it  dearly ;  He  bought  it  with 
His  own  blood ;  and  now,  we  repeat,  both  as  a  rest 
and  a  refreshment,  He  bestows  it  freely. 

1.  "  /  will  give  you  rest" 

True  faith  is  not  faith  in  speculation,  but  faith 
in  motion ;  it  is  a  faith  which  comes  to  Christ  for 
salvation.  But  the  motion  of  the  soul  is  desire  ; 
and  heavy  laden  sinners  above  all  things  desire 
Christ ;  and  desiring  Christ,  they  believe  in  Him, 
and  believing  in  Him,  they  find  rest  to  their  souls. 
For  Christ  delivers  them  from  the  terrors  of  the 
law,  from  the  tyranny  of  sin,  from  the  power  of 
Satan,  from  the  love  of  the  world,  and  from  the  fear 
of  death.  This  deliverance,  in  beautiful  correspond- 
ence with  the  character  of  the  weary  and  heavy 
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laden,  is  called  REST.  It  is  rest  to  the  weary  ;  ease 
to  the  oppressed  ;  peace  to  the  troubled ;  joy  to  the 
mourner ;  freedom  to  the  slave ;  salvation  to  the 
lost.  It  is  rest ;  it  is  the  rest  of  the  soul ;  it  is 
spiritual  rest;  it  is  an  emblem  and  a  foretaste  of 
perfect  and  eternal  rest  in  heaven.  "  I  will  give 
you  rest."  The  Lord  laid  on  Me  the  iniquities  of 
you  all ;  I  bore  your  griefs,  and  I  carried  your  sor- 
rows ;  I  was  wounded  for  your  transgressions,  I  was 
bruised  for  your  iniquities  ;  I  bore  your  sins  in  my 
own  body  on  the  tree ;  I  bore  your  load,  and  I  will 
now  give  you  my  rest.  I  will  free  you  from  your 
burden ;  I  will  deliver  you  from  your  guilt ;  I  will 
acquit  you  of  your  sin ;  I  will  justify  you  ;  I  will 
not  only  wash  away  your  sins  in  my  blood,  but  I 
will  clothe  your  souls  in  my  righteousness  ;  and  ye 
shall  appear  before  my  Father,  as  righteous  as 
Myself.  "  For  God  hath  made  Him,  who  knew  DO 
sin,  to  be  sin  for  us  ;  that  ye,  who  knew  no  righte- 
ousness, might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
Him."  Again : 

2.  "  /  will  give  you  refreshment ;"  "  I  will  re- 
fresh you." 

Faith  in  Christ  ensures  to  all  believers  all  the 
benefits  of  His  life,  and  death,  and  intercession ;  and 
the  constant  enjoyment  of  these  benefits  is  a  con- 
stant refreshment  of  the  soul.  When  this  refresh- 
ment is  enjoyed,  what  a  heaven  pervades  the  tran- 
quil breast ;  what  a  song  moves  the  happy  tongue ! 
"  O  Lord,  I  will  praise  thee,  for  thou  wast  angry 
with  me  ;  but  thine  anger  is  turned  away,  and  thou 
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comfortest  me."  When  Jesus  pardons  the  penitent 
believer ;  when  He  calms  the  troubled  conscience  ; 
when  He  heals  the  broken  heart ;  when  He  com- 
forts the  afflicted  spirit ;  when  He  gives  peace,  and 
hope,  and  joy,  in  the  Holy  Ghost  ;  0,  how  divinely 
does  He  refresh  the  soul !  How  sweet  is  the  peace 
which  passeth  all  understanding ;  how  cheering  is 
the  hope  which  is  full  of  glory ;  how  transporting  is 
the  joy  which  is  an  ante-past  of  heaven  ! 

1 .  And  now,  in  conclusion,  what  shall  we  say  to 
those  among  you,  who  have  not  felt  the  burden  of 
sin,  nor  found  rest  in  Christ  ?  The  conceit  of 
earthly  felicity  or  the  fancy  of  mortal  goodness  may 
have  kept  you  from  seeking  rest  in  Jesus.  And 
you  may  be  seeking  rest  in  the  possession  or  in  the 
pursuit  of  the  honours,  or  pleasures,  or  riches  of  the 
world.  But  in  these  things  you  cannot  find  rest. 
There  is  a  restlessness  in  your  spirit,  which  no  crea- 
ture can  quiet.  There  is  a  vacancy  in  your  heart, 
which  the  world  cannot  fill.  In  your  best  moments, 
you  are  far  from  rest !  You  are  ever  uneasy,  dis- 
satisfied, distressed.  Your  own  heart  often  condemns 
you ;  your  own  conscience  often  alarms  you ;  you 
dare  look  neither  backward  on  your  past  life,  nor 
inward  into  your  own  heart,  nor  forward  to  death 
and  judgment.  Your  time  often  hangs  miserably 
on  your  hands  ;  your  thoughts  often  sadly  disturb 
your  souls.  You  hurry  from  yourself  into  com- 
pany ;  you  return  to  yourself  and  are  restless  and 
miserable.  The  soul,  my  brethren,  can  find  rest 
only  in  Christ.  Christ  only  can  give  rest  to  the 
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soul.  None  will  desire  the  rest  of  Christ,  but  those 
who  feel  the  burden  of  sin.  Only  the  weary  and 
heavy  laden  will  come  to  Christ  for  rest ;  and  they 
must  come  to  Christ,  as  perishing  sinners  to  an 
almighty  and  all-merciful  Saviour.  He  is  willing  to 
receive,  and  He  is  able  to  save  all,  who  come  to 
Him.  He  now  invites  you  to  Himself.  "  Come, 
ye  sinners,  come  unto  Me  !  and  him  that  cometh 
unto  Me,  I  will  not  cast  out."  0  let  not  Jesus  say 
of  any  of  you,  whom  He  has  this  day  invited  to 
Himself,  "  Ye  would  not  come  to  Me  that  ye 
might  have  life."  May  God  incline  your  hearts  to 
come  to  Christ !  May  you  find  rest  in  Him  ! 

2.  But  you,  whose  eyes  have  been  opened,  and 
whose  conscience  has  been  awakened,  you  feel  that 
you  are  sinful,  and  you  know  that  you  have  sinned. 
You  are  heavy  laden  with  your  iniquities;  you  mourn 
under  the  burden  of  your  sins.  As  the  weary 
labourer  longs  for  the  evening's  repose ;  as  the  bur- 
dened traveller  wishes  to  lay  down  his  load ;  so  do 
you  desire  rest  in  Christ.  As  if  He  called  you 
by  name,  Jesus  now  invites  you  to  Himself.  "  Come 
unto  Me,  all  ye  who  are  weary  and  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  rest."  Fear  not  that  your  bur- 
den is  too  heavy  to  be  removed,  or  your  sin  too 
great  to  be  forgiven ;  for  the  blood  of  Christ  can 
pardon  the  most  aggravated  sin ;  His  Spirit  can 
sanctify  the  most  polluted  nature.  Christ  now 
waits  to  be  gracious  ;  He  waits  to  pour  all  the  vir- 
tues of  His  blood  and  Spirit  on  you.  Behold !  now 
is  the  accepted  time.  By  His  word  and  Spirit 
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Jesus  invites  you  to  His  rest.  Come  then  to  Jesus ; 
and  He  will  remove  your  burden ;  He  will  pardon 
your  sin  ;  He  will  give  you  peace.  Distrust  not  His 
faithfulness;  question  not  His  power;  doubt  not 
His  willingness.  Come  to  Jesus ;  come  to  Him 
without  fear ;  come  to  Him  without  delay ;  come 
to  Him  in  prayer ;  come  to  Him  in  faith ;  come  to 
Him  now,  and  He  will  give  rest  to  your  souls. 

But,  finally  : 

3.  How  happy  are  you,  my  brethren,  who  having 
once  laboured  and  fainted  under  the  burden  of  sin, 
have  come  to  Jesus  Christ  and  found  rest  in  Him ! 
In  all  the  doubts  and  distresses  of  your  earthly  pil- 
grimage, you  can  cast  your  burden  on  the  Lord,  and 
He  will  sustain  you,  and  give  you  rest.  In  all  the 
dangers  and  conflicts  of  the  Christian  warfare,  you 
can  look  to  Jesus,  and  He  will  strengthen  your 
heart,  and  grant  you  peace.  In  all  the  toils  and 
trials  of  this  mortal  state  you  can  rely  on  your 
Saviour,  and  from  His  presence,  streams  of  refresh- 
ment will  flow  into  your  souls.  For,  as  perishing 
sinners,  ye  have  believed  in  Christ  unto  salvation ; 
and  now,  through  faith  in  His  blood,  and  the  sanc- 
tification  of  His  Spirit,  you  have  obtained  the  pardon 
of  sin,  and  peace  with  God,  and  spirituality  of  mind, 
and  holiness  of  life  ;  and  in  the  pardon  of  sin,  in 
peace  with  God,  in  spirituality  of  mind,  and  in  holi- 
ness of  life,  "  you  have  entered  into  rest."  Jesus  has 
already  given  you  the  rest  of  grace  ;  and,  when  this 
life  is  ended,  He  will  give  you  the  rest  of  glory. 
For,  Jesus  is  the  Eternal  God  ;  and  "  the  Eternal 
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God  is  your  refuge,  and  underneath  you  are  His 
everlasting  arms."  Nor  will  He,  who  has  already 
given  rest  to  your  souls,  cease  to  support  and  refresh 
you  until  He  bring  you  in  triumph  to  that  rest, 
which  remains  for  His  people  in  heaven  ! 
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SERMON  III. 

THE  HUMILIATION  OF  THE  SON  OF  MAN. 

MATT.  viii.  20. 

The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have 
nests ;  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay 
his  head. 

THE  Jews,  when  our  Saviour  was  born,  ardently 
expected  their  long-promised  Messiah.  They  fan- 
cied, also,  that,  when  He  was  come,  He  would  not 
only  deliver  them  from  the  yoke  of  the  Romans,  and 
restore  to  them  the  glory  of  their  kingdom,  but  esta- 
blish his  throne  in  Jerusalem,  and  make  them  the 
masters  of  the  world  !  Hence,  when  our  Lord  came 
out  of  his  mysterious  solitude  in  the  wilderness, 
preaching  the  Gospel  and  working  miracles,  many 
believed  that  he  was  the  Messiah.  "  And  a  certain 
scribe  came  to  Him,  and  said,  Master,  I  will  follow 
thee,  whithersoever  thou  goest."  This  scribe 
secretly  desired  a  place  in  that  worldly  kingdom, 
which  he  fancied  our  Lord  was  about  to  establish. 
But,  the  answer  of  our  Lord  would  quell  his  aspiring 
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hopes,  and  quench  his  kindling  ambition.  For, 
Jesus  said  to  him,  "  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the 
birds  of  the  air  have  nests ;  but  the  Son  of  man 
hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head  !" 

The  divine  glory,  the  wonderful  humiliation,  and 
the  great  work  of  the  Son  of  man,  will  be  the  sub- 
jects of  the  following  discourse. 

Let  us  consider, 

I.    THE    DIVINE    GLORY    OF    THE    SON    OF    MAN. 

1.  The  divine  glory  of  our  Lord  is  implied  in  the 
expression,  "  The  Son  of  man"  For,  if  our  Lord 
were  merely  man,  this  expression,  "  The  Son  of 
man,"  would  have  the  same  meaning  when  applied 
to  Him,  as  when  applied  to  any  other  man.  Why 
should  He  be  called  emphatically  the  "  Son  of  man," 
since  every  other  son  of  Adam  is  the  same  ?  With- 
out reference  to  his  divine  glory,  this  description  of 
Him,  as  ''  The  Son  of  man,"  would  be  altogether 
unmeaning.  But,  our  Lord  is  "  the  Son  of  man"  in 
a  peculiar  sense.  For  He  is  the  eternal  and  only 
begotten  Son  of  God,  but  for  the  express  purpose  of 
saving  lost  mankind,  He  became  "the  Son  of  man:" 
He  assumed  our  nature  in  its  lowest  guise,  that  He 
might  die  for  our  sins  on  the  cross.  "  For  God  sent 
forth  His  own  Son  in  the  likeness  of  sinful  flesh,  and 
by  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  condemned  sin  in  the  flesh.'' 
(Rom.  viii.  3,  mar.)  There  is,  therefore,  mighty 
meaning  in  the  expression,  "  The  Son  of  man."  It 
means  "  God  incarnate :  God  our  Saviour."  It 
means  that  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  the  brightness  of 
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the  Father's  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  His 
person,  became  the  Son  of  man,  that  He  might  wash 
us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood. 

2.  The  holy  Scriptures  clearly  indicate  the  won- 
drous incarnation  and  divine  glory  of  Jesus  Christ,  as 
11  The  Son  of  Man." 

Before  He  came  into  the  world,  it  was  written  of 
Him,  "  Let  thy  hand,  O  God,  be  upon  the  man  of 
thy  right  hand — upon  the  Son  of  man  whom  thou 
madest  strong  for  Thyself."  (Ps.  viii.  17.)  "  I  saw," 
says  Daniel,  "  in  the  night  visions  one,  like  the  Son 
of  man,  come  with  the  clouds  of  heaven  to  the 
Ancient  of  days,  to  receive  the  dominion  which  shall 
not  pass  away  ;  and  the  kingdom,  which  shall  not 
be  destroyed."  (Dan.  vii.  13,  14.)  "  No  man,"  says 
Christ,  "  hath  ascended  up  to  heaven,  but  He  that 
came  down  from  heaven,  even  the  Son  of  Man,  who 
is  in  heaven."  (John  iii.  13.)  "  Hereafter,"  says 
Christ,  "  ye  shall  see  heaven  open,  and  the  angels 
of  God  ascending  and  descending  on  the  Son  of 
man."  (John  i.  51.)  And  at  the  end  of  His  tempta- 
tion, in  the  night  of  His  agony,  in  the  morning  of 
His  resurrection,  and  in  the  noon  of  His  ascension, 
angels,  as  ministering  servants,  ascended  and  de- 
scended on  Jesus  Christ,  as  "the  Son  of  man."  The 
Son  of  man  had  on  earth  "  power  to  work  miracles, 
and  to  forgive  sins."  "  The  Son  of  man  sowed  the 
good  seed,  or  the  word  of  God  in  the  hearts  of 
men  :  the  Son  of  man  was  Lord  even  of  the  Sabbath- 
day."  St.  Stephen,  just  before  he  was  slain  for 
Christ,  "saw  the  Son  of  man  through  the  opened 
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heaven,  standing  in  glory  at  the  right-hand  of  God." 
(Acts  vii.  55.)     And  St.  John,  in  mystic  visions, 
saw  one  like  the  Son  of  man  arrayed  with  glorious 
majesty.     "  And  when  I  saw  Him,"  says  St.  John, 
"  I  fell  at  His  feet  as  dead.     And  He  laid  His  right 
hand  upon  me,  saying  unto  me,  Fear  not :  I  am  the 
First  and  the  Last.     I  am  He  that  liveth  and  was 
dead ;  and  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore.   Amen. 
And  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death."  (Rev.  i. 
13 — 18.)     "  God  has  appointed  a  day  in  which  He 
will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness  by  that  man, 
whom  He  has  ordained,  even  Jesus  Christ,  and  God 
has  given  His  Son  Jesus  Christ  authority  to  execute 
judgment  in  that  day,  because  He  is  the   Son  of 
man."  (Acts  xvii.  31  ;  John  v.  27.)      The  terrific 
sign  and  glorious  coming  of  the  Judge  of  all  are 
the  sign  and  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  man.    "When 
the  Son  of  man  shall  come  in  His  glory,  and  all  the 
holy  angels  with  Him,  then  shall  He  sit  on  the  throne 
of  His  glory."  (Matt.  xxv.  31.)     Of  the  wicked,  the 
Son  of  man  will  be  ashamed  in  the  day  of  judgment ; 
but  the  righteous  in  that  day  shall  be  accounted 
worthy  to  stand  before  the  Son  of  man.     "  Who- 
soever," says  Christ,   "  shall  confess  me  before  men, 
him  shall  the  Son  of  man  also  confess  before  the 
angels  of  God :  but  whosoever  denieth  me  before 
men,  shall  be  denied  before  the  angels  of  God." 
(Luke  xii.  8,  9.)     "  For  the  Son  of  man  will  send 
forth  His  angels,"  first  to  separate  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked,  and  then  to  cast  the  wicked  into  hell, 
and  conduct  the  righteous  to  heaven  ! 
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Such,  then,  is  the  divine  glory  of  Jesus  Christ,  as 
"  the  Son  of  man." 

We  proceed  to  consider, 

II.     THE    TEMPORARY    HUMILIATION    OF    THE     SoN 

OF    MAN. 

"  The  foxes  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air 
have  nests ;  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  where  to 
lay  his  head  !" 

1.  He  was  in  the  beginning  with  God,  and  was 
God ;  He  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought  it 
no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God.  From  all  eternity 
He  dwelt  in  glory  one  with  the  Father.  Heaven 
was  his  throne ;  angels  were  his  worshippers.  But 
He  unrobed  Himself  of  his  glory,  and  descended 
from  his  throne.  He  assumed  our  nature,  and  came 
into  our  world.  "  He  was  made  flesh  and  dwe^t 
among  us."  "  He  took  upon  Him  the  form  of  a 
servant,  and  was  made  in  the  likeness  of  men."  He 
was  born  in  a  stable  ;  He  grew  up  in  obscurity ; 
He  laboured  for  his  bread.  "  He  was  despised  and 
rejected  of  men."  Domestic  animals  are  always  sure 
of  food  and  shelter,  but  food  and  shelter  were  not 
always  sure  to  the  Son  of  man  !  He  knew  not  in 
the  morning  whether  He  should  refresh  his  body 
through  the  day ;  nor  where  He  should  rest  his  head 
at  night !  Nay :  the  untamed  beast  and  the  un- 
caged bird  were  more  sure  of  rest  and  refreshment 
than  the  Son  of  man.  The  young  lions  seek  their 
meat  from  God,  and  then  rest  in  their  dens  :  the 
fowls  of  heaven  have  their  habitations  in  the  trees, 


OF   THE    SON    OF    MAN.  31 

and  rest  among  the  branches  :  "  The  foxes  have 
holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nests ;  but  the 
Son  of  man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head  !" 

2.  "  Not  where  to  lay  his  head  /"  Does  this 
language  intimate  that  Jesus  sometimes  passed  his 
nights  as  a  wild  bird  in  the  open  air,  or  as  a  wild 
beast  in  some  secret  cave  ?  Verily,  the  solitary  hill, 
where  human  foot  scarce  trod — the  lonely  vale, 
where  wild  beasts  often  prowled,  were  not  seldom 
the  scenes  of  the  sleepless,  but  not  prayerless,  nights 
of  the  Son  of  man  !  And  did  He,  who  not  only 
teaches  the  wild  bird  to  build  her  nest,  and  upholds 
the  wild  beast  in  his  chase,  but  clothes  the  seraphim 
with  their  wings,  and  upholds  archangels  on  their 
thrones ; — did  He  ever  faint  for  want  of  food,  or 
need  a  place  to  lay  his  head  ?  Was  His  head  ever 
pillowed  only  on  a  stone,  or  covered  only  with  the 
sky  ?  Sooner  than  this  could  be,  the  angels  would 
forsake  their  thrones  to  lay  His  head  on  their  breasts, 
and  the  seraphim  would  fly  from  heaven  to  shelter 
Him  with  their  wings  !  But,  no  !  this  is  all  fancy  or 
fable ;  for  the  truth  is,  that  "  The  foxes  had  holes, 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  had  nests  ;  but  the  Son  of 
man  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head  !"  "  For,  ye 
know  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  though 
He  was  rich,  yet  for  our  sakes  He  became  poor,  that 
we  through  His  poverty  might  be  rich  !" 
But,  this  leads  us  to  consider, 

III.    THE    GREAT   WORK    OF    THE    SoN    OF    MAN. 

From  the  Scriptures  it  clearly  appears  that  the 
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great  work  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  Son  of  man,  is  the 
salvation  of  sinners.  For  it  was  necessary  that 
"  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,"  should  become  the  Son  of 
man,  that  He  might  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

'  O 

"  Forasmuch,"  therefore,  "  as  the  children  are  parta- 
kers of  flesh  and  blood,  Jesus  also  Himself  took  part 
of  the  same,  that,  being  in  all  things  made  like  to  his 
brethren,  He  might  redeem  us  to  God  by  his  blood." 

1.  "  It  is  written,"  of  the  Son  of  man,  says  our 
Lord,  that  He  must  suffer  "  many  things"  Thus 
it  is  written ;  and  thus  it  behoved  Christ  to  suffer." 
(Luke  xxiv. ;  xxvi.  45,  46.)  What  Moses  and  the 
prophets  wrote  of  Christ,  could  not  have  been  ful- 
filled, unless  Christ  had  become  the  Son  of  man. 
The  prayer  of  the  ancient  church,  before  noticed, 
implies  the  divine  appointment  of  Messiah  to  be  at 
once  the  Son  of  man  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 
"  Let  thy  hand,  0  God,  be  upon  the  man  of  thy 
right  hand ; — even  upon  the  Son  of  man,  whom 
thou  madest  so  strong  for  thyself."  (Psal.  Ixxx.  17.) 
In  the  language,  therefore,  of  the  patriarch,  our 
Lord  could  be  "a  Daysman"  between  the  offended 
Creator  and  the  offending  creature,  and  lay  his 
hands  upon  both  :"  or,  in  the  language  of  the  Apos- 
tle, He  could  be  the  one  Mediator  between  God  and 
man  ; — the  man  Christ  Jesus."  Further : 

The  voice  of  prophecy  had  said,  "  A  virgin  shall 
conceive,  and  bring  forth  a  son,  and  call  his  name 
Immanuel,  or  God  with  us.  And  in  the  fulness  of 
time  God  sent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  woman ;" 
and  a  virgin  conceived  and  brought  forth  her  first- 
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born  Son,  and  called  his  name  Jesus,  or  God  our 
Saviour.  The  Son  of  God  thus  became  the  Son  of 
man,  that  He  might  die  for  our  sins.  The  Evange- 
lists from  the  Prophets  foretel  that  the  Son  of  man 
must  be  betrayed,  rejected  and  condemned,  that 
He  must  be  delivered  to  the  Gentiles,  and  be 
scourged  and  crucified.  They  foretell  the  burial,  the 
resurrection  and  the  ascension  of  the  Son  of  man. 
"  The  Son  of  man  shall  lie  three  days  and  nights  in 
the  heart  of  the  earth ;"  "  on  the  third  day  the  Son 
of  man  shall  rise  again  from  the  dead ;"  and  "  ye 
shall  see  the  Son  of  man  ascend  up  to  heaven,  where 
He  was  before." 

How  then,  we  ask,  could  these  prophecies  have 
been  completed,  if  Messiah  had  not  been  the 
Son  of  man  ?  How  could  Messiah  have  been  re- 
jected, betrayed  and  condemned,  if  He  had  not 
been  the  Son  of  man  ?  How  could  His  cheek  be 
beaten  with  rods,  or  His  back  ploughed  with  the 
scourge,  or  His  temples  crowned  with  thorns,  if  He 
had  not  been  the  Son  of  man?  How  could  His 
hands  and  feet  be  pierced ;  or  how  could  He  be 
lifted  up  and  slain  on  the  Cross,  if  He  had  not  been 
the  Son  of  man  ?  How  could  His  parched  lips  be 
tortured  with  vinegar  and  gall,  or  His  dying  ears  be 
tormented  with  derision  and  blasphemy;  or  His 
writhing  side  be  speared  to  the  heart,  if  He  had  not 
been  the  Son  of  man  ?  How  could  His  dead  body 
be  wrapped  in  a  shroud,  or  laid  in  the  grave,  or 
raised  from  the  dead,  or  taken  up  to  glory,  if  He 
had  not  been  the  Son  of  man  ? 

VOL.  II.  D 
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2.  But  why  did  Jesus  become  the  Son  of  man  ? 
Why,  when  on  earth,  "  had  the  foxes  their  holes, 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  their  nests,  but  the  Son  of 
man  not  a  place  for  His  head  ?"  Why,  when 
He  was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought  it  no  rob- 
bery to  be  equal  with  God,  why  did  He  make  Him- 
self of  no  reputation,  and  take  upon  Him  the  form 
of  a  servant,  and  assume  the  likeness  of  man  ?  Why, 
when  found  in  the  fashion  of  a  man,  did  He  humble 
Himself,  and  become  obedient  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  Cross?  Why  was  this  divesture  of 
divine  glory ;  why  this  eclipse  of  the  divine  ma- 
jesty ;  why  this  abandonment  of  the  divine  throne  ? 
Why  this  unmeasured,  and  immeasurable  depth  of 
humiliation,  not  merely  lower  than  the  poor  man's 
wants,  but  lower  than  the  wants  of  the  free  tenants 
of  the  air,  and  the  wild  beasts  of  the  field  ?  Why 
was  this  accumulation  of  injury,  of  insult,  and 
of  ignominy ;  why  this  variety  of  pain,  this  inten- 
sity of  suffering,  this  bathing  in  blood,  this  long- 
endurance  of  unknown  and  inconceivable  agonies  ? 
Why  is  God  to  expire  on  the  Cross ;  why  is  man 
to  burst  the  tomb  ;  why  is  glorified  man  to  ascend 
in  triumph  to  heaven  ?  Why  were  these  wonders 
manifested  to  the  heavenly  world ;  why  did  angels 
bend  from  their  thrones  to  study  these  wonders? 
Why  was  this  ?  It  was,  my  brethren,  "  for  us  men 
and  for  our  salvation."  "  For  the  Son  of  man," 
they  are  his  own  words,  "  the  Son  of  man  is  come 
to  seek  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost."  When 
our  Lord  partook  in  the  councils  of  the  eternal 
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Trinity,  and  engaged  to  do  the  will  of  His  Father  ; 
when  He  left  His  glory  and  came  into  our  world ; 
when  as  an  infant,  He  lay  in  the  manger,  and  as  a 
man,  He  had  not  a  place  for  His  head ;  when  He 
died  on  the  Cross,  and  slept  in  the  tomb ;  when  He 
burst  the  bands  of  death,  and  ascended  to  His 
throne  in  glory ;  it  was  "  for  us  men,  and  for  our 
salvation."  He  was  humbled,  that  we  might  be 
exalted ;  He  was  punished,  that  we  might  be  par- 
doned ;  He  was  disgraced,  that  we  might  be 
honoured ;  He  was  crucified,  that  we  might  be  saved. 
"  He  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men ;  a  man  of 
sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  grief.  He  was 
stricken,  smitten  of  God,  and  afflicted.  But  He 
was  wounded  for  our  transgressions;  He  was  bruised 
for  our  iniquities;  the  chastisement  of  our  peace 
was  upon  Him;  and  with  His  stripes  we  are  healed." 
"  The  Son  of  man  is  come  to  save  the  lost."  The 
free  salvation  of  perishing  sinners  is  the  great  work 
of  the  Son  of  man.  And  with  his  Son,  and  with 
the  work  of  his  Son,  the  Father  is  well  pleased. 
For  the  Son  of  man  is  glorified  in  the  salvation  of 
sinners ;  and  the  Father  is  glorified  in  the  Son  of 
man.  "  Now  is  the  Son  of  man  glorified,"  says 
Christ,  "  and  God  is  glorified  in  Him."  (John  xiii. 
31.)  "  Father,"  He  cries,  "  the  hour  is  come,  0 
glorify  thy  Son,  that  thy  Son  may  glorify  thee.  For 
I  have  glorified  thee  on  the  earth  ;  I  have  finished 
the  work  which  thou  gavest  Me  to  do ;  and  now,  O 
Father,  glorify  thou  Me,  with  the  glory  which,  be- 
fore the  world  was,  I  had  with  thee."  "  The  great 
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work  of  the  Son  of  man  is  the  free  salvation  of 
perishing  sinners."  And  we  would,  therefore,  repeat 
the  glad  tidings  through  earth  and  heaven,  that  men 
and  angels  might  hear,  "  Now  is  the  Son  of  man 
glorified"  in  the  salvation  of  sinners ;  "  and  God  is 
glorified  in  the  Son  of  man." 
From  this  subject  we  learn, 

1.  To  believe  in  the  Son  of  man. 

Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God ;  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  man ; 
Jesus  is  truly  and  perfectly  man  ;  Jesus  is  truly  and 
eternally  God  ;  Jesus  is  truly  God  and  man  ;  He  is 
the  God-" man  Christ  Jesus."  He  is  God  incarnate; 
He  is  God  our  Saviour.  He  is  the  only  "  way"  to 
the  Father;  He  is  the  only  "  door"  into  heaven,  He  is 
the  only  "  foundation"  for  eternal  life;  He  is  the  only 
Saviour  of  perishing  sinners.  Do  you,  my  brethren, 
believe  in  "  the  Son  of  man  ?"  Have  you  felt  your 
perishing  state  by  nature  ?  Have  you  repented  of 
your  sins  ?  Have  you  believed  in  Christ  Jesus  ? 

Further : 

From  this  subject  we  learn, 

2.  To  love  the  Son  of  man. 

For  us,  the  Son  of  man  left  the  riches  of  heaven, 
and  became  on  earth  more  destitute  than  "  the  birds 
of  the  air,"  or  the  beasts  of  the  field.  For  us,  He 
left  "  the  bosom  of  the  Father,"  and  had  not  on 
earth  a  place  where  to  lay  his  head.  For  us,  He 
laboured,  prayed,  and  wept ;  for  us,  He  agonized  in 
Gethsemane,  bled  on  Calvary,  and  slept  in  the 
tomb.  For  us,  He  rose  from  the  dead,  and  ascended 
to  heaven,  where,  at  God's  right  hand,  He  pleads 
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his  blood  for  our  salvation.  All  this  "  the  Son  of 
man"  has  done  for  us;  and  shall  not  we  love  "the 
Son  of  man  ?"  Do  you,  my  brethren,  love  the  Son 
of  man  ?  And  as  a  proof  of  your  love  to  Him,  do 
you  keep  his  commandments  ?  "  He  that  hath  my 
commandments  and  keepeth  them,  he  it  is,  says 
Christ,  that  loveth  Me."  "  For  if  a  man  love  Me, 
he  will  keep  my  words."  (John  xiv.  15,  23.)  Washed 
in  His  blood,  and  sanctified  by  his  Spirit, — guided 
by  his  word,  and  devoted  to  his  glory,  do  you,  from 
love  to  his  name,  keep  his  commandments  ? 

Finally  : 

From  this  subject  we  learn, 

3.   To  imitate  the  Son  of  man. 

In  all  things  He  was  obedient  to  God ;  and  though 
He  had  not  anywhere  on  earth  a  place  to  lay  his 
head,  yet  He  went  about  everywhere  doing  good  to 
men.  He  has  left  us  an  example  that  we  should 
follow  his  steps  :  and  having  the  same  mind  that  was 
in  Him,  we  should  at  all  times  "  do  good  to  all  men, 
but  especially  to  the  household  of  faith." 

Are  you,  my  brethren,  in  all  things  obedient  to 
God,  and  at  all  times  doing  good  to  mankind  ?  Do 
you  avoid  all  sin,  and  practise  all  righteousness  ? 
Do  you  daily  search  the  Scriptures,  and  daily  pray 
for  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  Do  you  "  keep  the  sabbath, 
and  reverence  the  sanctuary  "  of  God  ?  Do  you  at- 
tend to  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and  kneel  at  the 
table  of  the  Lord  ?  Do  you  love  His  people,  and 
labour  to  advance  His  kingdom  in  the  world  ? 

But,  what  shall  we  say  to  you,  who  neither  believe 
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in  the  Son  of  man,  nor  love  Him,  nor  imitate  Him  ? 
You  have  been  privileged  to  see  the  days  of  the 
Son  of  man;  but  you  have  not  improved  your 
privilege.  You  have  heard  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 
but  you  have  not  obeyed  the  Gospel.  You  have  nei- 
ther repented  of  sin,  nor  believed  in  Christ.  You 
neither  delight  in  His  service,  nor  keep  His  laws. 
You  do  those  things  which  He  has  forbidden  ;  you 
leave  undone  those  things  which  He  has  com- 
manded. You  are  now  ashamed  of  the  Son  of  man  ; 
and,  unless  you  timely  repent,  "  the  Son  of  man '' 
will,  in  the  last  day,  be  ashamed  of  you.  But  while 
there  is  time,  repent  and  turn  to  God  by  Christ 
Jesus.  "  For,  this  is  a  true  and  faithful  saying,  and 
worthy  of  all  men  to  be  received,  that  Christ  Jesus 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners."  "  And  now, 
brethren,  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  now  is  the  day 
of  salvation." 

But,  happy  are  you,  my  brethren,  "  who  through 
grace  have  believed"  in  the  Son  of  man,  as  the  only 
Saviour  of  sinners.  You  would  love  Him  with  all 
your  heart,  and  in  all  your  conduct  you  would  be 
like  Him.  You  would  ever  be  obedient  to  God,  and 
be  ever  doing  good  to  man.  You  will  especially 
rejoice  in  doing  to  the  poor  and  the  distressed,  and  to 
the  children  of  the  poor,  as  the  Son  of  man  has  done 
to  you.  But  after  all,  what  is  the  greatest  which 
you  can  do  for  the  poor  and  distressed — for  the  ig- 
norant and  the  young,  compared  with  the  least, 
which  the  Son  of  man  has  done  for  you  ?  What,  if 
you  give  your  wealth,  your  labour,  your  life  for  suf- 
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fering  man ;  what  are  all  these,  compared  with  the 
riches  which  Christ  abandoned,  or  the  labours  which 
Christ  endured,  or  the  blood  which  Christ  shed  for 
you  1  His  were  the  riches,  the  labours,  and  the 
blood  of  God,  and  all  were  given  for  you.  Besides, 
you  know,  my  brethren,  that  as  you  are  not  ashamed 
of  the  Son  of  man,  but  confess  Him  before  men — 
as  you  prove  your  faith  in  the  Son  of  man  by  keep- 
ing his  commandments,  and  show  your  love  to  the 
Son  of  man  by  imitating  his  conduct,  the  Son  of 
man  will  not  be  ashamed  of  you  in  the  last  day ;  but 
will  confess  you  before  His  angels,  and  welcome  you 
into  His  heaven.  And  when  you  are  in  possession  of 
the  unsearchable  riches  of  heaven,  you  will  never 
forget  that  you  owe  these  riches  to  "  the  Son  of 
man,  who  on  earth  had  not  a  place  where  to  lay  his 
head." 
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SERMON  IV. 

THE  HIGH  COMMENDATION  OF  THE  LOWLY 
MARY. 

MARK  xiv.  8. 
She  has  done  what  she  could. 

THE  action  to  which  these  words  relate  is  most 
interesting  and  instructive.  "  Six  days  before  the 
passover,  Jesus  came  to  Bethany,  and  abode  in  the 
house  of  Simon  the  Leper.  In  this  house  a  supper 
was  made  for  Jesus ;  Martha  waited  on  Christ ;  but 
Lazarus  sat  with  Him  at  the  table.  Then  Mary,  the 
other  sister  of  Lazarus,  took  an  alabaster-box,  con- 
taining a  pound  of  very  costly  ointment  of  spikenard, 
and  having  broken  the  top  of  the  box,  she  poured  it 
on  His  head  as  He  sat  at  meat ;  she  then  anointed 
His  feet  with  the  ointment,  and  afterwards  wiped 
them  with  the  tresses  of  her  hair.  And  the  house 
was  filled  with  the  odour  of  the  ointment.  But  one 
of  His  disciples,  even  Judas  Iscariot,  who  was  about 
to  betray  Him,  being  moved  with  indignation,  said 
aloud,  Why  was  this  waste  of  the  ointment  made  ? 
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Why  was  it  not  sold  for  much  and  given  to  the  poor  ? 
Now  he  said  this,  not  because  he  cared  for  the  poor, 
but  because  he  was  a  thief,  and  kept  the  bag,  and 
carried  what  was  put  therein.  But  Jesus,  knowing 
the  design  of  Judas,  said  to  the  disciples,  Why  do 
you  trouble  the  woman  ?  Let  her  alone ;  for  she 
hath  done  a  good  work  on  me  !  For  the  poor  ye 
have  always  with  you,  and  whensoever  ye  will,  ye 
may  do  them  good  ;  but  me  ye  have  not  always. 
But  in  pouring  this  ointment  on  my  head  this  woman 
has  anointed  my  body  for  the  burial.  She  has  done 
what  she  could.  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  whereso- 
ever this  Gospel  shall  be  preached  throughout  the 
whole  world,  this  action  also,  which  this  woman  hath 
done,  shall  be  spoken  of  for  a  memorial  of  her." 
"  She  hath  done  what  she  could." 

In  the  following  discourse  we  shall  notice  the 
Action  of  Mary,  the  Character  of  Judas,  and  the 
Kindness  of  our  Lord. 

We  are  to  notice, 

I.  THE  ACTION  OF  MARY. 

"  She  poured  a  box  of  precious  ointment  on  the 
head  of  Jesus ;  and  after  anointed  his  feet,  and  wiped 
them  with  her  hair." 

In  this  action  her  motive  was  love  to  Christ. 

Jesus  had  often  seen  her  at  His  feet,  and  had 
often  instructed  her  soul.  Jesus  had  wept  with  her 
at  the  grave  of  Lazarus,  and  had  raised  her  brother 
from  the  dead.  Jesus  had  given  her  a  proof  of  the 
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resurrection  of  her  body,  arid  had  planted  the  hope 
of  glory  in  her  soul.  Jesus  had  bestowed  upon  her 
"  the  one  thing  needful ;"  and  made  her  partaker  of 
the  good  part,  which  is  never  taken  away  !  Jesus 
had  forgiven  her  much,  and  she  loved  much.  Je- 
sus, in  grace,  loved  Mary,  and  put  the  spirit  of  love 
in  her  heart ;  Mary,  in  return,  loved  Jesus,  and 
poured  the  precious  oil  on  His  head  ! 

In  this  action  her  object  was  the  honour  of  Christ. 

She  singled  the  lowly  Saviour  out  of  the  richer 
guests,  and  pouring  the  ointment  on  His  head,  gave 
Him  public  honour.  Besides  this  mark  of  public 
regard  from  Mary,  Jesus  received  but  few  tokens  of 
respect  from  mankind.  Of  these  few  tokens,  the 
chief  were  the  tears  of  some  pious  women,  and  the 
hosannas  of  some  little  children.  But,  these  outward 
tokens  of  regard,  proceeding  from  love  to  His  per- 
son, and  devoted  to  the  honour  of  His  name,  He 
gladly  received. 

In  this  action  her  demeanour  was  very  humble. 

She  could  not  repress  the  manifestation  of  her 
love ;  but  her  love  was  meekly  manifested.  She 
did  not  place  herself  with  the  guests  at  the  table  of 
Simon  ;  but  she  sat  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  Often  had 
she  been  profited  in  hearing  His  words ;  and  she 
now  deemed  herself  honoured  in  wiping  His  feet. 
Her  lips  were  sealed  in  silence ;  her  actions  spoke 
humility.  Her  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  ground  ;  her 
heart  was  fixed  on  Jesus.  Humility  in  the  person 
of  Mary  sat  silent  at  the  feet  of  Christ,  desirous  to 
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hear  His  words,  and  to  do  His  will.  0  how  dif- 
ferent was  Mary  from  the  vain  and  the  talkative 
Christian  !  Finally  : 

In  this  action  her  offering  was  very  liberal. 

She  offered,  not  the  most  common,  but  the  most 
costly  sacrifice,  within  her  power.  Besides ;  she 
deemed  the  most  costly  gift  not  only  utterly  unwor- 
thy of  the  acceptance  of  her  Saviour,  but  utterly 
inadequate  to  express  her  gratitude.  Jesus,  how- 
ever, will  not  refuse  the  least  offering  of  love  to  His 
person  or  to  His  people.  For  He  looks  not  on  the 
magnificence  of  the  gift,  but  on  the  motive  of  the 
giver ;  and  would  rather  receive  two  mites  from 
the  heart  of  love,  than  ten  thousand  talents  from 
the  hand  of  pride  !  0  how  does  the  generous  love 
of  Mary  shame  those  professors  of  Christianity,  who 
grudge  every  expense  in  the  cause  of  Christ,  or  for 
the  support  of  His  people ! 

We  proceed  to  notice, 

II.  THE  CHARACTER  OF  JUDAS. 

"  And  one  of  Christ's  disciples,  Judas  Iscariot, 
who  would  betray  Him,  said,  Why  was  this  waste  of 
the  ointment  made  ?  Why  was  it  not  sold  for  three 
hundred  pence  and  given  to  the  poor  ?  This  he 
said,  not  that  he  cared  for  the  poor,  but  because  he 
was  a  thief,  and  kept  the  bag,  and  carried  what  was 
put  therein." 

Judas  was  a  hypocrite. 

When  Mary  poured  the  precious  ointment  on  the 
head  of  Jesus,  Judas  seemed  deeply  grieved  at  the 
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waste,  and  hotly  reproved  the  extravagance,  because  it 
deprived  him  of  the  means  of  relieving  the  distressed. 
But  while  he  recommended  economy  to  the  attention 
of  Christ,  and  pleaded  the  cause  of  the  needy,  he  was 
a  hypocrite.  He  neither  loved  Christ,  nor  cared  for 
the  poor ;  but  concealed  his  love  of  money  under 
the  mask  of  economy,  and  hid  his  hatred  of  Christ 
under  the  profession  of  charity.  O,  how  many  pro- 
fess the  religion  of  Christ,  when  it  suits  their  worldly 
interest  to  seem  religious !  And  how  many,  who  do 
profess  to  be  Christians,  will,  when  it  suits  their 
worldly  interest,  unite  with  wicked  and  worldly  men 
against  the  people  of  Christ ! 

Again  : 

Judas  was  a  thief. 

The  love  of  money  so  prevailed  in  his  heart,  that  he 
thought  that  whatever  was  expended  on  Christ  was 
wasted ;  and  he  thought  it  was  wasted,  because,  as  the 
Scriptures  speak,  it  did  not  come  into  his  "  own  bag." 
He  was  in  heart  a  thief,  desiring  the  price  of  the  pre- 
cious ointment,  not  to  relieve  the  poor,  but  to  en- 
rich himself.  For,  even  while  he  was  recommending 

7  o 

economy  to  the  disciples,  and  pretending  kindness 
to  the  distressed,  he  was  only  devising  how  he  might 
rob  the  poor  of  their  right,  and  sell  his  Saviour  to 
the  Jews.  This  sin  of  covetousness,  this  love  of 
money,  which  makes  a  man  think  every  thing  to  be 
lost  which  does  not  increase  his  own  wealth,  is 
most  dangerous  and  damnable,  when,  as  in  the  case 
of  Judas,  it  is  covered  with  a  profession  of  religion, 
or  robed  as  a  minister  of  Christ.  And,  0  how  many, 


OF    THE    LOWLY    MARY.  45 

who  profess,  like  Judas,  to  be  followers  of  Christ, 
will  spend  more  money  to  support  a  single  luxury, 
or  to  gratify  a  diabolical  spite,  than  would  feed 
thousands  of  the  poor,  or  support  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel ! 

Further : 

Judas  was  a  traitor  and  apostate. 

He  would  not  sell  the  ointment  for  less  than  three 
hundred  pieces  of  silver,  which  he  pretended  that  he 
would  give  to  the  poor;  but  he  cou Id  sell  his  Saviour 
for  not  more  than  thirty  pieces,  which  he  did  put  "  in 
his  own  bag."  When  the  heart  is  filled  with  covetous- 
ness,  or  the  love  of  money,  Jesus  Christ  and  his  reli- 
gion are  deemed  of  little  worth.  O  cursed  thirst  of 
gold,  which,  in  the  person  of  Judas,  clothed  itself  in 
the  garb  of  charity,  that  it  might  plunder  the  poor, 
and  spoke  the  language  of  piety  that  it  might  betray 
the  Saviour  of  the  world.  When  the  heart  of  man  is 
filled  with  the  love  of  money,  he  is  ready  for  a 
price  to  sell  his  soul  to  Satan,  or  to  betray  his 
Saviour  to  His  enemies. 

We  hasten  to  notice, 

III.    THE  KINDNESS  OF  OUR  LORD. 

1.  He  vindicated  the  action  of  Mary. 

The  conduct  of  the  righteous  is  most  hateful  to  the 
wicked.  The  humility,  and  sincerity,  and  liberality  of 
Mary,  convicting  the  traitor  of  his  hypocrisy,  and  co- 
vetousness,  and  baseness,  were  most  hateful  to  Judas. 
He  could  not  restrain  his  anger,  but  loudly  con- 
demned her  good  deeds,  because  his  own  deeds  were 
evil.  But  Jesus  vindicated  her  conduct.  "  Let  her 
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alone."  What  right  have  you  to  interfere?  Why  do 
ye  interrupt  her  work  ;  why  do  ye  distress  her  feel- 
ings ;  why  trouble  ye  the  woman  ?  Do  you  covet 
her  property,  or  envy  my  honour?  May  she  not 
do  what  she  will  with  her  own  ?  "  Let  her  alone  ! 
she  hath  wrought  a  good  work  on  Me."  The  poor 
are  always  with  you  ;  and  to  the  poor  ye  can  always 
do  good  ;  but  I  am  about  to  leave  you  ;  and  to  Me 
ye  cannot  always  thus  do  good.  Her  act  of  anoint- 
ing my  head  is  prophetical  of  my  death ;  she  is  come 
aforehand  to  anoint  Me  for  my  burial.  She  is  come 
now  in  silent  sorrow,  as  if  she  were  come  to  embalm 
my  body,  or  to  weep  at  my  tomb.  The  precious 
ointment  which  you  deplore,  is  expended  in  piety ; 
the  grateful  act,  which  you  condemn,  is  approved  in 
heaven ;  the  meek  woman  whom  you  despise,  shall 
be  honoured  for  ever. 

Again : 

2.  He  eulogized  her  piety. 

Jesus,  who  knows  the  secrets  of  all  hearts,  knew  the 
sincerity  of  her's ;  and  overlooking  every  defect  in  her 
manner,  and  every  imperfection  in  her  aim,  kindly 
said,  "  She  has  done  what  she  could."  Never  was 
eulogy  so  simple  or  so  complete.  Favoured  Mary, 
who  so  purely  loved  her  Saviour !  Adorable  Saviour, 
who  so  graciously  accepted  her  love.  "  She  has  done 
what  she  could."  Through  life,  in  death,  at  judg- 
ment, who  can  covet  higher  praise  ?  But  of  what 
living  man  can  this  eulogy  be  pronounced  ?  Of 
what  instance  of  his  charity,  of  what  act  of  his  de- 
votion, of  what  deed  of  his  life  could  our  Saviour 
say  of  any  man,  "  He  has  done  what  he  could." 
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3.  He  accepted  her  offering. 

This  offering  was  bestowed  exclusively  on  Christ, 
and  not  on  the  poor;  for  though  He  will  never  permit 
His  people  in  their  gifts  to  forget  the  poor,  He  requires 
them  peculiarly  to  remember  Himself.  Under  the  pre- 
tence of  doing  our  duty  to  man,  we  must  not  neglect 
our  duty  to  God;  for  the  most  costly  bounty  to  the 
poor  will  not  avail  without  supreme  love  to  Christ.  The 
offering  of  Mary  was  in  itself  most  costly,  but  Jesus 
did  not  on  that  account  accept  it.  But  Mary  loved 
Jesus  with  all  her  heart,  and  honoured  Him  with 
her  most  costly  gift;  and  Jesus,  who  knew  the  heart 
of  the  giver,  graciously  accepted  the  gift  of  her 
love.  "  She  hath  done  what  she  could  !"  "  She 
hath  wrought  a  good  work  on  Me." 

Finally  : 

4.  He  proclaimed  her  reward. 

"  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  Wheresoever  this  Gospel 
shall  be  preached  throughout  the  whole  world,  this 
deed  also,  which  she  hath  done,  shall  be  spoken  of 
for  a  memorial  of  her  !"  How  many  heroes  and 
kings,  whose  deeds  once  filled  the  earth,  whose  fame 
once  reached  the  heavens,  are  now  totally  forgotten, 
or  only  remembered  to  be  execrated  !  but  the  name 
of  Mary  every  day  more  widely  spreads,  and  more 
brightly  shines  among  the  saints.  Her  deed  shall 
be  known  and  praised  throughout  the  world ;  her 
piety  shall  be  recorded  in  heaven  ;  her  memorial 
shall  brighten  through  eternity.  0  thrice  blessed 
Mary !  "  She  has  done  what  she  could."  Her 
reward  is  eternal  in  the  heavens. 
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To  conclude : 

1.  Jesus  Christ,  who  died  for  our  sins,  claims  our 
supreme  love,  and  utmost  service  for  Himself. 

He  not  only  demands,  but  he  deserves  all  our  hearts, 
and  all  our  services.  And  if  we  love  Him  with  all 
our  heart,  we  shall  not  only  show  Him  every  token 
of  affection,  but  make  every  sacrifice  for  his  sake, 
"  and  do  all  we  can"  for  His  glory  !  We  shall  be 

willing:  not  only  to  sit  and  learn  at  His  feet,  but  to 

•/ 

spend  and  to  be  spent  in  His  service :  not  only  to 
pour  the  costly  ointment  on  His  head,  but  to  shed 
our  blood  in  his  cause.  We  show  our  love  to  Christ, 
when,  like  Mary,  we  sit  and  learn  at  His  feet ;  when 
we  attend  His  worship ;  when  we  practise  His  in- 
structions ;  when  we  feed  His  poor  ;  when  we  teach 
His  little  ones ;  when,  with  all  our  power,  we  ad- 
vance His  cause  in  the  world. 

2.  Have  you,  brethren,  like  Mary,  sat  at  the  feet 
of  Jesus,  and  having  learnt  His  will,  are  you  "  doing 
what  you  can'  for  His  glory  ? 

Have  you  been  instructed  by  His  word,  and  justified 
by  His  righteousness,  and  sanctified  by  His  Spirit  ? 
Have  you  "  chosen  the  good  part,"  and  secured  "  the 
one  thing  needful  ?"  Does  the  love  of  Christ  con- 
strain you  to  keep  His  commands,to  honour  His  name, 
to  promote  His  worship,  to  advance  His  glory,  and, 
after  all,  to  deem  yourselves  unprofitable  servants? 
Let  each  of  you  ask,  "  What  have  I  done  for  Christ  ? 
What  have  I  suffered  for  Christ  ?  What  have  I  be- 
stowed on  Christ?  What  time,  what  labour,  what  influ- 
ence, what  wealth,  have  I  used  for  Christ  ?  What  has 
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been  the  support  of  my  soul  ?  What  has  been  the 
rule  of  my  conduct  ?  What  has  been  the  motive  of 
my  actions  ?  What  has  been  the  object  of  my  gifts  ? 
Was  my  support,  His  grace  ?  Was  my  motive,  His 
love  ?  Was  my  rule,  His  word  ?  Was  my  object, 
His  glory  ? 

3.  How  wretched  is  the  state  of  those  who  have 
never  sat  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  nor  desired  to  learn  His 
will ; — never  humbly  read  His  word,  nor  earnestly 
prayed  for  His  Spirit ;  never  felt  His  love,  nor 
striven  to  advance  His  glory !  What  shall  we  say 
to  you  ?  What  can  we  say,  but  that,  though  you 
"  have  professed  His  religion,  and  called  yourselves 
Christians,"  you  are  still  loving  the  world,  and  living 
in  sin  ?  What  can  we  say,  but  that  you  have  refused 
"  the  good  part,"  and  rejected  "  the  one  thing  need- 
ful;" you  have  trampled  on  the  blood  of  Christ,  and 
resisted  the  Spirit  of  God  ;  you  have  slighted  the 
blessings  of  the  Gospel,  and  neglected  the  salvation 
of  your  souls  ?  0  what  shall  we  say  to  you  ? — How 
awful  is  your  state  !  How  immense  your  guilt ! 
How  unutterable  your  danger  !  The  light  of  hea- 
ven shines  around  you,  but  you  close  your  eyes 
against  the  heavenly  light !  The  Gospel  of  God 
sounds  in  your  ears,  but  you  shut  your  ears  against 
the  joyful  sound  !  The  Spirit  of  truth  strives  with 
your  conscience,  but  you  resist  the  striving  of  the 
Spirit !  The  Saviour  of  the  world  knocks  at  the 
door  of  your  heart,  but  you  will  not  admit  the  Sa- 
viour of  the  world  !  But  the  heavenly  light  may 
cease  to  shine,  and  leave  you  in  seven-fold  darkness  ! 
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The  glorious  gospel  may  cease  to  sound,  and  leave 
you  in  seven-fold  errors  !  The  Spirit  of  truth  may 
cease  to  strive,  and  leave  you  in  seven-fold  hardness 
of  heart !  The  Saviour  of  the  world  may  cease  to 
knock,  and  leave  you  in  the  seven-fold  chains  of 
Satan  !  Oh !  then,  brethren,  while  you  have  the 
light,  walk  in  the  light !  While  the  Gospel  sounds, 
obey  the  joyful  sound  !  While  the  Spirit  strives, 
yield  to  His  holy  strivings  !  While  the  Saviour 
knocks,  admit  Him  into  your  hearts  !  Pause  in  your 
careless  career  !  Consider  your  ways  !  Remember 
your  soul !  Remember  your  God  !  Remember 
death  !  Remember  judgment  !  Remember  eter- 
nity !  Turn  from  sin  !  Turn  from  sinners  !  Turn 
to  God  !  Turn  to  holiness  !  Search  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures !  Pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit !  Shun  all  scenes 
of  temptation  !  Improve  all  the  means  of  grace. 
Be  persuaded,  and  be  persuaded  now,  to  forsake  all 
sin,  and  to  come  to  Christ !  At  His  feet  only  can 
you  learn  the  way  to  heaven,  and  secure  the  salva- 
tion of  your  soul !  0  come,  then,  to  Christ,  and  be 
saved  ! 

Lastly : 

4.  How  blessed  is  the  condition  of  those,  who,  like 
the  humble,  but  generous  Mary,  at  the  feet  of  Jesus, 
have  learnt  the  way  of  salvation ;  who  have  disco- 
vered "  the  one  thing  needful,"  and  have  "  chosen 
the  good  part !"  Constrained  by  the  love  of  Christ, 
you  will,  like  Mary,  be  humble  and  obedient ;  and 
consecrating  your  heart,  and  talents,  and  property, 
to  His  service,  you  will,  like  her  in  the  midst  of 
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reproach,  "  do  all  that  you  can,"  to  promote  His 
glory  !  Supported  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  guided 
by  the  word  of  truth  ;  clothed  in  humility,  and  walk- 
ing in  holiness ;  animated  by  the  most  constraining 
motive,  and  engaged  in  the  most  hallowed  work, 
your  labour  will  be  delightful,  your  satisfaction  will 
be  complete,  and  your  end  will  be  glorious,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ! 


E  'J 
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SERMON  V. 

THE  POOR  WOMAN  HEALED  OF  HER  GRIEVOUS 
INFIRMITY. 

LUKE  viii.  48. 

And  Jems  said  unto  the  woman,  Daughter,  be  of 
good  comfort ;  thy  faith  hath  made  thee  whole ; 
go  in  peace. 

SUCH  were  the  kind  and  the  cheering  words 
which  our  Lord  spoke  to  a  poor  woman,  once  long 
afflicted  with  grievous  infirmity,  but  now  suddenly 
healed. 

When  the  history  of  this  woman  has  been  related, 
it  will  furnish  some  observations. 

We  are, 

I.    To  RELATE  THE  HISTORY  OF   THIS    POOR  WOMAN. 

As  our  blessed  Lord  was  preaching  the  Gospel  of 
the  kingdom,  Jairus,  a  ruler  of  the  synagogue,  fell 
at  His  feet  and  said,  "  My  daughter,  my  little 
daughter,  my  only  daughter  lies  even  now  at  the 
point  of  death :  come,  lay  thine  hand  upon  her,  and 
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she  shall  live."  Jesus  instantly  went  with  the  ruler, 
and  a  large  multitude  thronged  Him  as  He  went. 
In  the  midst  of  the  thronging  multitude  was  a  poor 
woman  eager  to  come  to  Jesus.  Probably  she  was 
a  daughter  of  Abraham ;  certainly,  she  was  a 
daughter  of  sorrow.  Her  tattered  garments  be- 
spoke her  poverty ;  her  pale  face  proclaimed  her 
pain ;  her  watching  eyes,  and  constant  struggles 
manifested  her  desire  to  come  to  Christ.  For  twelve 
years  she  had  been  painfully  afflicted ;  through 
twelve  years  she  had  sought  for  help  from  many 
physicians ;  in  twelve  years  she  had  on  all  these 
physicians  spent  all  her  living ;  after  twelve  years 
of  anxiety,  and  sorrow,  and  pain,  and  expense,  she 
was  not  only  uncured,  "  but  rather  grew  worse." 
In  these  twelve  years  she  had  probably  passed  from 
blooming  youth  to  premature  old  age,  from  the  de- 
light of  health  to  the  despondence  of  disease,  from 
the  cheerful  haunts  of  men  to  the  cheerless  glooms 
of  solitude.  Without  money,  without  friends,  with- 
out health,  she  sadly  trod  on  the  borders  of  despair. 
The  inveteracy  of  her  disease  had  baffled  all  the 
skill  of  all  her  physicians,  and  consumed  the  whole 
of  her  living.  Extreme  poverty  was  now  added  to 
extreme  pain  ;  and  her  only  prospect  was  constant 
suffering,  ending  in  certain  death.  As  a  case  of 
poverty  and  pain,  her  case  was  doubly  pitiable ; 
once  she  had  something  in  the  world,  now  she  had 
spent  her  all ;  once,  though  diseased,  she  had  hope 
of  a  cure,  now  her  disease  seems  incurable.  Plow 
precious  is  health !  This  poor  woman  sacrificed  her 
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all  to  obtain  it.  Nor  is  she  to  be  blamed,  but  com- 
mended. For  health  is  the  crown  of  earthly  bless- 
ings; it  is  the  life  of  life;  without  it,  life  is  a 
burden,  and  the  world  a  blank. 

Just  as  this  poor  woman  was  sinking  in  dark  de- 
spair, she  heard  of  Him,  who  healed  every  infirmity 
and  every  disease ;  she  heard  of  Jesus ;  and  to 
Jesus,  through  a  secret  impulse  of  the  Spirit,  she 
resolved  to  go.  Her  belief  in  His  power  to  heal 
was  wonderful ;  she  believed  that  He  healed  not  by 
virtue  derived  from  God  as  a  prophet,  but  by  in- 
herent virtue  as  God  Himself.  She  came  to  Jesus 
full  of  confidence,  yet  full  of  humility ;  and  either 
through  a  sense  of  unworthiness,  or  through  fear 
of  the  multitude,  her  heart  failed  her  in  his  pre- 
sence. But  though  her  heart  failed,  her  faith  failed 
not;  "  for  she  said  within  herself,  if  I  may  but 
touch  the  border  of  His  garment,  I  shall  be  whole !" 
"  Though  I  am  unworthy  to  speak  in  His  ear,  or  to 
appear  in  His  sight ;  though  it  were  unfit  that  He 
should  lay  His  hand  on  me,  or  that  I  should  kiss 
his  feet ;  yet,  doubtless,  I  may  secretly  touch  the 
border  of  His  garment ;  and  if  I  can  but  touch  the 
border  of  His  garment,  I  shall  be  satisfied,  for  I 
shall  be  healed."  Conceiving  that  she  could  touch 
Christ  without  being  discovered,  and  receive  a  cure 
without  being  known,  she  came  in  the  press  behind, 
and  touched  His  garment ;  and  though  great  infir- 
mity was  mingled  with  great  faith,  her  disease  in  a 
moment  was  removed.  O  what  a  moment  of  joy  ! 
She  felt  in  an  instant  the  irrepressible  and  inex- 
pressible joy  of  returning  health. 
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Though  so  miraculously  and  graciously  healed,  she 
now  wished  to  depart  in  silence  and  secrecy.  But 
Jesus,  who  suffered  her  in  secrecy  to  be  healed,  would 
not  suffer  her  in  secrecy  to  depart.  He  would  have  His 
power  glorified  in  her  cure,  and  her  faith  proclaimed  to 
His  glory.  Had  her  cure  been  concealed,  the  woman 
would  have  been  hindered  from  comfort,  the  world 
would  have  been  deprived  of  instruction,  and  Christ 
would  have  been  despoiled  of  His  glory.  Conscious 
of  the  woman's  faithful  touch,  and  instantaneous 
cure,  Jesus  inquired,  "Who  touched  me?"  When  all 
around  denied  the  touch,  and  Peter  even  wondered 
at  the  inquiry,  Jesus  more  strongly  said,  "  Some- 
body has  touched  Me."  Somebody  has  touched  Me 
with  a  special  intention,  "  for  I  perceive  that  virtue 
is  gone  out  of  Me."  Looking  round,  He  fixed  His 
all-seeing  eye  on  the  healed  woman,  and  she  felt 
that  she  could  not  be  hid.  "  He  who  can  thus 
cure,  and  can  thus  know  when  He  has  cured,  can- 
not be  ignorant  of  my  person."  With  beating 
heart,  and  downcast  eye,  and  trembling  step,  she 
came  and  fell  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  confessing  how 
she  had  humbly  touched,  and  how  she  was  instantly 
healed.  With  an  eye  of  tenderness  Jesus  looked  on 
the  trembling  woman  at  His  feet ;  the  trenibling 
woman  caught  His  tender  eye,  and  was  about  to 
supplicate  forgiveness ;  but  before  she  co'uld  speak, 
the  benignant  Jesus  said,  "  Daughter,  be  of  good 
comfort ;  thy  faith  hath  saved  thee,  go  in  peace." 

Nothing  more  is  recorded  of  this  faithful  woman. 
Doubtless,  however,  she  returned  home,  if  home 
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she  had,  with  joy,  and  spent  the  rest  of  her  days  in 
the  service  of  Him  who  had  made  her  whole.  But 
Jesus  instantly  went  on  His  way  to  work  yet  greater 
wonders. 

We  now  proceed,  as  we  promised, 

II.    To  MAKE  SOME  OBSERVATIONS. 

We  observe, 

].   This  woman  felt  her  disease  before  she  sought 
for  a  cure. 

And  we  must  feel  the  disease  of  sin  in  our  nature, 
before  we  shall  seek  for  healing  in  the  blood  of 
Christ.  "  There  is  no  health  in  us,"  for  we  are  all 
spiritually  diseased,  we  are  all  conceived  in  sin ;  we 
are  all  born  in  sin ;  we  all  from  our  birth  live  in 
sin.  "  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  un- 
clean ?  Or  how  can  he  be  clean,  who  is  born  of  a 
woman  ?"  "  The  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  full  of 
evil."  "  The  imagination  of  the  thought  of  man's 
heart  is  only  evil  continually."  "  In  us,  in  our  flesh 
dwelleth  no  good  thing  !"  "  The  heart  is  deceitful 
above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked."  "  We 
have  sin"  in  our  nature  ;  and  "  we  have  sinned"  in 
our  practice.  "  There  is  not  a  just  man  on  the 
earth,  who  doeth  good,  and  sinneth  not."  "  For  all 
have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God  !" 
Truly  our  whole  heart  with  all  its  powers  is  dis- 
eased, and  our  whole  life  with  all  its  deeds  is  defiled 
by  sin. 

But  though  we  are  all  thus  spiritually  diseased, 
we  do  not  all  feel  our  disease.     Few,  indeed,  feel 
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the  leprosy  of  sin  in  their  nature,  and  seek  for  heal- 
ing from  the  only  Physician  of  souls.  And  many, 
who  confess  that  their  nature  is  in  some  degree  cor- 
rupt, yet  will  not  do  as  much  for  the  health  of  the 
soul,  as  for  the  cure  of  the  body  ;  nor  give  as  much 
for  eternal  salvation,  as  for  temporal  life.  The  great 
multitude,  who  thronged  Christ,  did  not  touch  Him, 
because  they  did  not  feel  their  need  of  healing  ; 
but  the  poor  woman,  who  did  not  throng  Him, 
touched  Him ;  but  she  touched  Him  because  she 
felt  her  disease,  and  believed  His  power  to  heal. 

Multitudes  in  our  day  press,  as  it  were,  on  Christ 
to  hear  His  word  ;  but  few  touch  Him  by  lively 
faith.  The  multitudes,  who  crowd  churches  to  hear 
the  Gospel  by  some  celebrated  preacher,  and  who 
yet  continue  to  live  after  the  course  of  this  world  ; 
these  multitudes  throng  Christ,  but  they  do  not 
touch  Him.  But  how  is  it  that  while  multitudes 
throng  Christ,  so  few  touch  Him  ?  How  is  it  that 
while  all,  who  hear  the  Gospel,  are  diseased  by  sin, 
so  few  of  those  who  hear  it,  are  healed  ?  Because 
they  do  not  feel  their  disease.  O  would  to  God, 
that  we,  like  this  woman,  felt  the  disease  of  sin  in 
our  souls  ;  and  then,  like  her,  sought  for  healing  in 
Christ ! 

We  observe  again, 

2.  This  woman,  in  seeking  for  a  cure  to  many 
physicians,  spent  all  her  living. 

She  came  not  to  Jesus  till  all  her  money  was  ex- 
pended, and  every  other  attempt  at  healing  had 
failed.  Men  commonly  feel  themselves  miserable ; 
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and,  ignorant  of  the  only  cure  of  misery,  they  look 
to  men  like  themselves  for  a  cure.  But  such  vain 
helpers  are  men,  even  in  temporal  calamities,  that 
they  often  increase  the  sorrows  which  they  attempt 
to  relieve.  And  if  in  temporal  calamities  they  are 
such  vain  helpers,  how  vain  must  be  their  help  in 
distresses  of  the  soul !  Some  men  seek  relief  for 
their  distress  in  a  variety  of  diversion,  others  in 
the  hurries  of  business  ;  some  enter  deeply  into  the 
speculations  of  science,  others  fondly  attempt  to 
establish  their  own  righteousness.  But  diversion 
and  business,  the  pursuits  of  science,  and  the  at- 
tempts of  self-righteousness,  are  all  "  physicians  of 
no  value."  If  oppressed  with  a  load  of  mental 
misery,  you  look  to  the  men  of  the  world  for  help, 
you  will  find  the  men  of  the  world  to  be  physicians, 
who  widen  the  wounds,  which  they  attempt  to  close. 
If  you  seek  to  the  pleasures  of  the  world,  you  will 
discover  the  pleasures  of  the  world  to  be  medicines, 
which  exasperate  the  pains,  which  they  are  employed 
to  soothe.  You  may  indeed,  like  this  poor  woman, 
spend  all  your  living  on  these  worldly  physicians, 
and  mortal  medicines,  and  like  her  ye  will  not  be 
made  better,  but  worse.  Seldom  do  men  in  their 
afflictions  think  on  God  until  they  have  experienced 
the  insufficiency  of  all  human  remedies.  But  dis- 
tress sometimes  leads  men  to  seek  relief  in  Christ ; 
and  Christ,  such  is  His  mercy,  ever  delights  to  help 
men  in  distress.  What  a  blessing  then,  my  brethren, 
is  it  to  be  forced  by  misfortune,  disease,  or  persecu- 
tion, to  seek  relief  in  Christ  ! 
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But,  while  multitudes  in  our  day  throng  Christ, 
as  it  were,  in  places  where  His  blessed  Gospel  is 
preached,  the  lives  only  of  a  few  show  that 
they  have  by  faith  touched  Him  !  Have  you,  my 
brethren,  discovered  the  disease  of  sin  in  your 
nature  ;  have  you  discovered,  too,  the  endless  pains, 
and  the  second  death  in  which  the  uncured  disease 
of  sin  ever  terminates  ?  And,  feeling  your  sinful 
disease  and  perishing  state,  have  you  sought  for,  and 
have  you  found,  spiritual  health  and  salvation  in 
"  the  precious  blood  of  the  Lamb  ?" 

We  observe  further, 

3.  This  woman,  believing  that  Jesus  was  able  to 
heal,  touched  the  border  of  his  garment,  and  was 
made  whole. 

She  felt  her  disease  ;  she  believed  that  Christ 
could  heal ;  and  her  belief  was  not  idle,  but  active, 
and  excited  her  to  vigorous  exertion.  She  did  not 
despondingly  say,  "  I  shall  never  force  my  way 
through  this  multitude ;  I  can  never  come  to  the 
person  of  Christ ;  I  will  cease  to  seek  Him,  and 
turn  aside."  But  she  seemed  to  feel  through  all  her 

o 

soul,  and  to  say  by  all  her  conduct,  "  I  must  touch 
or  die  ;  and  I  will  touch  or  perish  !"  Though 
weakened  by  long  disease,  she  pressed  through  a 
close-wedged  crowd,  came  to  Jesus;  she  touched, 
and  was  healed  ?  Greatly  did  she  honour  Christ  by 
her  faith  ;  and  greatly  did  Christ  comfort  her  by 
His  grace.  No  sooner  did  she  touch  the  hem  of 
His  garment,  than  she  was  made  whole  !  Virtue 
went  out  of  Him,  and  she  was  healed  !  Faith  ren- 
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ders  things,  which  are  weak  and  mean,  both  mighty 
and  efficacious  to  the  soul.  Whatever  part  of  Christ 
faith  touches,  He  allows  Himself  to  be  gained  by  the 
touch.  We  must  touch  Christ  by  faith,  if  we  would 
receive  from  Him  the  grace  of  His  Spirit.  For 
Christ  touches  our  hearts  by  the  virtue  of  His 
Spirit,  and  we  touch  the  heart  of  Christ  by  the  grace 
of  faith. 

In  order  that  our  diseased  souls  may  be  healed  by 
Jesus  Christ,  we  must  approach  Him,  deeply  feeling 
our  need  of  healing,  and  fully  believing  His  power 
to  heal.  As  perishing  sinners  unfit  to  appear  in 
His  presence,  we  must  fall  at  His  feet,  and  suppli- 
cate for  salvation  through  His  blood.  If  you  are 
convinced  of  the  corruption  of  your  nature,  and  feel 
yourselves  to  be  miserable  sinners,  if  you  believe  that 
Jesus  alone  can  save  you,  and  that  without  an  in- 
terest in  His  atoning  blood,  you  must  "  everlastingly 
perish ;"  neither  obstructions,  nor  difficulties,  nor  dan- 
gers, will  deter  you  from  seeking  salvation  IN  HIM  ! 
You  will,  like  this  poor  woman,  burst  through  a  crowd 
of  opposers,and  will  say,  "I  am  perishing ;  Jesus  alone 
can  save  me.  I  must  touch  Him  or  die;  and  I  will 
touch  Him  or  perish  !  If  I  draw  back,  I  must  perish ; 
if  I  go  on,  I  can  but  perish ;  if,  therefore,  I  must  perish, 
I  will  perish  seeking  salvation  in  Christ !"  Before  such 
faith  as  this,  all  obstructions  remove,  and  all  difficul- 
ties vanish.  The  roughest  way  is  made  smooth ;  the 
highest  mountain  sinks  to  a  plain  ;  the  inquiring 
soul  presses  forward ;  and  by  faith  lays  hold  on 
Christ.  And  no  sooner  does  He  believe  on  Christ 
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crucified,  than  his  soul  is  justified,  and  his  sins  are 
forgiven.  His  bleeding  heart  is  healed,  his  troubled 
conscience  is  at  rest.  Jesus  says  to  him,  "  I  am 
the  Lord,  who  healeth  thee  ;''  and  the  believer  cries, 
"  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul ;  who  has  forgiven  all 
thine  iniquities ;  who  has  healed  all  thy  diseases ! 
Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  all  that  is  within 
me  bless  His  holy  name  !" 
We  observe,  lastly, 

4.  How  great  is  the  power  and  grace  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord ! 

Jesus  Christ  wrought  miracles,  not  like  the  pro- 
phets and  apostles,  by  power  derived  from  God,  but 
by  power  inherent  in  Himself — by  His  own  power. 
He  knew  of  the  coming  of  this  woman  :  He  knew 
the  disease  of  her  body  :  He  knew  the  desire  of  her 
soul :  He  knew  both  her  faith  and  her  weakness  : 
He  knew  the  secret  touch  on  the  border  of  His  gar- 

O 

ment,  and  the  divine  virtue  which  went  out  of  Him 
to  heal !  The  woman  touched  in  secret,  and  was 
healed  in  a  moment !  Is  not  the  power  of  Jesus 
almighty  ?  Is  not  Jesus  truly  God  ?  This  poor 
woman  concealed  her  disease  and  her  grief,  her 
desire  and  her  faith,  and  spake  only  in  her  heart, 
"  If  I  may  but  only  touch  the  hem  of  His  garment 
I  shall  be  whole  !"  None  could  hear  this  voice  in 
the  heart  but  He  who  made  the  heart ;  and  He  who 
made  the  heart,  did  hear  this  voice,  and  healed  the 
woman!  Is  not  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  infinite? 
Is  not  Jesus  truly  God  ?  What  encouragement  have 
we  in  the  case  of  this  woman  to  pray  to  Christ ! 
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What  an  encouragement  to  secret  and  mental 
prayer  !  For  we  may  freely  confess  to  Christ,  what 
we  could  not  at  all  confess  to  men. 

The  grace  of  Christ,  like  His  power  and  wisdom, 
is  infinite  and  divine.  By  what  an  endearing  appel- 
lation, in  what  a  tender  manner,  did  He  address  this 
poor  woman  !  "  Daughter,  child,  be  not  afraid  !  I 
am  not  offended,  but  pleased.  Be  comforted,  be 
encouraged.  I  have  healed  thy  infirmity ;  I  have 
rewarded  thy  faith.  Thou  art  restored  to  perfect 
health.  May  every  blessing  be  with  Thee  !  Go  in 
peace."  She  came  to  Christ  with  feebleness,  and 
fear,  and  prayer ;  she  went  away  with  strength,  and 
joy,  and  praise.  How  great  and  free  is  the  grace  of 
Jesus ;  how  suitable  and  sufficient  for  our  perishing 
state  !  It  is  the  only  remedy  for  our  spiritual  dis- 
eases. Though,  therefore,  ye  are  in  your  own  sight 
poor,  and  miserable,  and  perishing  sinners,  yet  may 
you  confidently  seek  for  pardon,  and  peace,  and 
salvation  in  Christ.  His  blood  can  purge  away  the 
most  flagrant  sins,  and  calm  the  most  troubled  con- 
science ;  His  Spirit  can  subdue  the  most  inveterate 
lusts,  and  overcome  the  most  appalling  difficulties  ; 
His  grace  can  plant  in  your  hearts  the  principle  of 
righteousness,  and  produce  in  your  lives  the  fruits  of 
holiness.  Nor  does  He  require  anything  from  you 
but  a  sense  of  your  sinfulness,  and  a  reliance  on  His 
atonement.  He  saves  by  grace ;  he  saves  freely ;  He 
saves  "  without  money  and  without  price  ;"  He  de- 
lights to  save.  This  poor  woman  trembled,  indeed, 
to  appear  in  His  presence ;  but  how  soon  did  he  dis- 
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miss  her  fears ;  how  tenderly  did  He  speak  peace  to 
her  soul !  He  never  cast  out  any  that  came  to  Him ; 
He  sent  none  unhealed  away  !  "  He  is  the  same  yes- 
terday, to  day,  and  for  ever."  He  is  ever  able  and 
ever  willing  to  save.  Be  not  afraid  to  approach  the 
Saviour  of  sinners.  He  delights  to  open  the  ear  of 
His  mercy  and  majesty  to  the  prayer  of  faith  and 
humility  :  He  delights  to  cast  the  eye  of  His  love  on 
those  trembling  penitents,  who  dare  not  lift  their 
eyes  to  Him !  Draw  near,  then,  with  faith  to  the 
Saviour  of  sinners,  and  He  will  say  to  your  souls, 
"  Be  of  good  comfort;  thy  faith  hath  saved  thee;  go 
in  peace  !"  We  cannot  speak  peace  to  ourselves  ; 
nor  can  the  world  speak  peace  to  us  ;  only  the  Lord 
Jesus,  who  is  Lord  of  all,  can  say  to  our  souls,  "  Go 
in  peace  !"  "  For  there  is  no  peace  to  the  soul,  but 
by  the  healing  of  our  corruption  ;  there  is  no  healing 
of  our  corruption,  but  by  virtue  from  Jesus  ;  there 
is  no  virtue  from  Jesus,  but  by  faith  in  His  blood  !" 
"  Lord  Jesus,  give,  increase,  and  perfect  in  us  this 
faith, — the  only  principle  of  true  righteousness,— 
the  only  root  of  all  good  works."  Victory  over  sin, 
deadness  to  the  world,  an  advance  in  the  practice  of 
holiness,  delight  in  communion  with  God,  joy  in  the 
ordinances  of  religion,  the  heart,  with  all  its  affec- 
tions, fixed  on  the  glories  of  heaven  ; — all  these  are 
proofs  that  a  man  has  received  virtue  from  Jesus. 
But  grace  has,  also,  entered  the  soul  of  that  man 
whose  heart  is  humbled  at  the  view  of  his  own  cor- 
ruptions. Such  a  heart  is  more  to  be  desired  than 
all  the  treasures  of  the  universe  ;  for  a  broken  and 
a  contrite  heart,  God  Himself  will  not  despise. 
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Are  any  of  you,  my  brethren,  wounded  by  sin, 
and  laden  with  guilt,  and  distressed  in  spirit  ?  Do 
any  of  you  desire  pardon  of  sin,  and  health  of  soul, 
and  peace  with  God  ?  "  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ? 
Is  there  no  physician  there  ?"  Truly  there  is  Jesus, 
the  Physician  of  souls ;  and  is  not  He  able  to  heal  ? 
Truly  there  is  the  balm  of  His  blood  ;  and  is  any 
other  balm  needed  to  heal  a  broken  heart  ?  Why, 
therefore,  should  you  spend  your  money  on  that 
which  is  not  bread  ;  and  your  labour  for  that  which 
satisfieth  not  ?  Cease,  then,  from  sin ;  cease  from 
self,  cease  from  men  ;  and  whatever  be  the  weak- 
ness, the  want,  or  the  woe  of  your  soul,  go  to  Jesus, 
and  virtue  will  come  out  of  Him  and  heal  you  all ! 
With  a  deep  sense  of  your  corruption  and  sinfulness 
and  misery,  go  by  faith  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  He  will  heal  your  souls,  and  pardon  your  sins, 
and  give  you  peace  with  God. 

Finally : 

Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  though  ever  gracious  to 
all,  was,  as  in  the  case  of  this  poor  woman,  abun- 
dantly gracious  to  the  poor.  The  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  to  the  poor  was  one  great  proof  of  His  mis- 
sion. "  To  the  poor,  says  He,  "  the  Gospel  is 
preached."  For,  if  His  Gospel  had  not  been  suit- 
able to  the  state,  and  if  it  had  not  been  offered  to 
the  acceptance  of  the  poor,  He  could  not  have  been 
the  Messias.  He  went  about  doing  good  among 
all  men  ;  but  He  went  chiefly  among  the  sons  of 
poverty  and  pain.  During  the  whole  course  of  His 
personal  ministry,  He  invited  the  weary  to  His  rest 
and  to  the  poor  was  divinely  kind.  And  now  en- 
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throned,  as  He  is  in  glory,  He  still,  as  their  Advocate 
and  Friend,  looks  in  tenderest  mercy  on  the  poor. 
Still  He  chooses  the  poor  of  this  world  to  be  rich 
in  the  works  of  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  glories  of 
His  kingdom.  Multitudes  of  the  poor  have,  in  our 
day,  felt  the  disease  of  sin  in  their  souls,  and  by  the 
faithful  touching  of  Christ  in  the  great  congrega- 
tion, have  been  spiritually  healed.  And,  though 
they  may  seem  to  be  destitute  of  outward  comforts, 
and  devoid  of  inward  peace ;  yet  have  they  bread  to 
eat  of  which  the  world  cannot  partake,  and  they 
taste  of  joy  with  which  strangers  do  not  intermeddle. 
And  though  they  are  quite  unknown,  or,  if  known, 
are  quite  despised  in  the  world ;  yet  are  they  well 
known,  and  rightly  valued  in  heaven.  And  in  the 
day  when  the  Lord  Jesus  shall  make  up  His  jewels, 
He  will  confess  these  poor  and  hidden  ones  before 
the  angels  of  God,  and  welcome  them  to  the  thrones 
of  glory. 

Grant  now,  blessed  God,  that  we  all,  feeling  the 
corruption  of  our  nature  and  the  guilt  of  our  sin, 
may  by  faith  so  touch  thy  Son  Jesus,  that  our  sins 
may  be  forgiven  by  His  blood,  and  our  souls  may 
be  healed  by  His  Spirit ;  and  that  we  may  at  last  be 
admitted  into  that  land,  where  is  neither  sin  nor  sor- 
row— neither  pain  nor  death — to  partake  of  life  and 
health,  and  holiness  and  joy  in  thy  presence  for  ever, 
through  the  same  thy  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 
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SERMON  VI. 

THE  LITTLE  FLOCK  OF  CHRIST  GREATLY 
ENCOURAGED. 

LUKE  xii.  32. 

Fear  not,  little  flock  ;  for  it  is  your  Fathers  good 
pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom. 

"  TAKE  no  thought,"  says  our  blessed  Lord, 
"  what  ye  shall  eat,  nor  what  ye  shall  drink,  nor 
what  ye  shall  put  on.  The  life  is  more  than  meat, 
the  body  more  than  raiment.  Consider  the  ravens, 
which  neither  sow  nor  reap  ;  and  yet  God  feedeth 
them  :  how  much  better  are  ye  than  the  fowls  ? 
Consider,  again,  the  lilies,  how  they  grow ;  they  nei- 
ther toil  nor  spin  ;  yet  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was 
not  arrayed  like  one  of  these.  If,  then,  your  hea- 
venly Father,  who  knows  your  need  of  food  and  rai- 
ment, so  feed  the  fowls  of  the  air,  and  so  clothe  the 
lilies  of  the  field,  how  much  more  will  He  feed  and 
clothe  you  !  Leave,  then,  these  things  to  his  fa- 
therly care,  and  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and 
ye  shall  not  only  obtain  this  kingdom,  but  these 
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other  things,  without  your  anxious  care,  shall  be 
added  unto  you.  For  He,  who  has  promised  to  give 
you  His  glorious  kingdom,  will  not  withhold  inferior 
blessings.  Fear  not,  therefore,  little  flock  ;  for  it  is 
your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  king- 
dom." 

We  may  contemplate  from  these  words,  the  condi- 
tion and  the  consolation  of  the  people  of  the  Lord. 

Let  us  contemplate, 

I.  THEIR  CONDITION. 

"  They  are  a  flock,  a  little  flock,"  never  exempt 
from  the  calamities  of  life ;  but  ever  liable  to  wants 
and  sufferings,  ever  exposed  to  enemies  and  dangers. 

1.  The  people  of  God  are  a  flock. 

Sheep,  never  willing  to  join  with  other  animals, 
always  love  to  unite  themselves  in  flocks.  They  love 
to  move  and  rest  and  feed  together.  The  people  of 
the  Lord  are  "  His  flock,  or  the  sheep  of  His  pasture." 
They  believe  through  grace  in  Jesus  as  the  only 
Saviour ;  they  are  "  bprn  again  of  God "  through 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  in  their  hearts ;  and,  being 
thus  "  born  of  God "  themselves,  they  cannot  but 
love  all  those  who  are  born  of  God.  (1  John  v.  1.) 
They  are  all  by  this  new  birth  of  the  Spirit  the  chil- 
dren of  God  and  brethfen  in  Christ.  Jesus ;  "  and 
they  know  that  they  have  passed  from  death  unto 
life,  because  they  love  the  brethren."  As  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  and  as  brethren  in  Christ,  they  unite 
and  associate  together.  For  the  people  of  the 
Lord,  or  the  sheep  of  his  pasture,  are  divinely  sepa- 

F2 
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rated  from  sinners.  Jesus  Christ,  the  Good  hep- 
herd,  takes  them  out  of  the  world,  brings  them  into 
His  fold,  and  unites  them  to  His  flock.  All,  who 
belong  to  the  flock  of  Christ,  have  discovered,  by 
divine  teaching,  that  they  had  strayed  into  the  way 
of  destruction ;  and,  by  divine  help,  have  returned 
into  the  way  of  salvation.  For  no  man  will  ever 
desire  to  be  saved,  till  he  feels  himself  a  perishing 
sinner ;  and  no  perishing  sinner  can  obtain  salvation 
but  through  Christ  crucified.  "  Verily,  verily,  I  say 
unto  you,  I  am  the  door  of  the  sheep  ;  by  me,  if  any 
man  enter,  he  shall  be  saved."  "  I  am  the  Good 
Shepherd,"  "  and  I  lay  down  my  life  for  the  sheep." 
All  the  members  of  His  flock  have  repented  towards 
God,  and  believed  in  His  Son ;  they  are  renewed  in 
His  image,  and  they  walk  in  His  ways.  His  blood 
washes  away  their  sins ;  His  righteousness  justifies 
their  souls ;  His  Spirit  sanctifies  their  lives ;  His 
merits  entitle  them  to  heaven. 

All  true  believers,  therefore,  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
however  dispersed  or  distressed  over  the  face  of  the 
earth,  form  the  flock  of  Christ.  They  are  beloved 
of  the  same  Father,  redeemed  by  the  same  Son, 
and  sanctified  by  the  same  Spirit.  They  are,  in 
their  passage  through  the  wilderness  of  the  world, 
guided  by  the  same  rule,  walking  in  the  same  way, 
and  travelling  to  the  same  kingdom  :  they  are  guided 
by  the  word  of  God,  walking  in  the  way  of  holiness, 
and  travelling  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

But, 

2.   The  people  of  God  are  a  little  flock. 
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In  every  age  and  place  the  number  of  true  be- 
lievers in  Christ  is  comparatively  small.  Many 
throng  the  broad  road  of  destruction :  few 
find  the  narrow  path  of  life.  For  it  is  a  lament- 
able fact,  that  Satan  reigns  in  more  hearts  than 
Jesus  Christ.  The  slaves  of  Satan  have  ever  been 
a  vast  multitude  ;  the  servants  of  Jesus  a  little  flock  : 
and  they  will  ever  be  a  little  flock  compared  with 
the  multitudinous  herd  of  ungodly  men  who  serve 
Satan,  until  the  day  of  God's  power  is  revealed  to 
the  universe  : — until  the  Spirit  of  Jehovah  is  poured 
on  mankind  from  on  high,  and  the  kingdoms  of  the 
world  become  the  kingdom  of  Christ.  O  Lord  Jesus 
Christ !  "  pour  Thy  Spirit  on  all  flesh,"  that  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth  may  turn  unto  Thee,  and  all  the 
kindreds  of  the  nations  worship  before  Thee  ! 

But  further : 

3.  This  little  flock  is  ever  in  the  midst  of  enemies 
and  dangers,  and  is  ever  liable  to  want  and  woe. 

The  people  of  God  are  in  the  world,  where  un- 
godly men,  like  wolves,  prowl  around  them ;  they 
are  in  the  wilderness,  where  Satan,  as  a  roaring 
lion,  ever  seeks  to  devour  them ;  they  are  in  the 
body,  where  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  ever  inclines 
them  to  go  astray.  The  world,  by  its  tribulations 
or  temptations,  will  ever  strive  to  distress  or  to 
terrify  them.  The  devil,  as  an  angel  of  light  by 
day,  or  as  a  demon  of  darkness  by  night,  will  ever 
labour  to  deceive,  or  to  destroy  them.  Some  "thorn 
in  the  flesh  "  will  wound  them,  or  some  trial  of  mind 
grieve  them ;  some  worldly  loss  may  depress  them, 
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or  some  bodily  pain  distress  them  ;  some  false  friend 
may  betray  them,  or  some  besetting  sin  surprise 
them.  They  may  sometimes  fear  that  their  supply 
of  grace  will  be  exhausted,  and  their  hope  of  glory 
be  disappointed ; — that  the  enemies  of  their  souls 
will  prevail,  and  their  souls  perish  for  ever. 

Such  is  the  condition  of  the  people  of  the  Lord  in 
this  world. 

We  proceed  to  contemplate, 

II.  THEIR  CONSOLATION. 

"  Fear  not,  little  flock ;  for  it  is  your  Father's 
good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom." 

Jesus  encourages  them  in  the  midst  of  their  fears, 
assures  them  of  the  favour  of  their  heavenly  Father, 
and  promises  them  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  How 
great  and  suitable  is  their  consolation  ! 

1 .  Jesus  encourages  His  people  in  the  midst  of  their 
fears.  "  Fear  not,  little  flock."  Ye  are,  indeed,  a 
weak  and  little  flock  ;  but  your  Shepherd  is  great  and 
strong.  Ye  are  in  the  world,  where  wicked  men  hate 
and  trouble  you  ;  but  "  fear  not,"  "  for  I,"  saith  Christ, 
"  have  for  you  overcome  the  world,  and  I  will  give  you 
that  faith  in  my  blood  which  will  enable  you  to  over- 
come the  world,  and  make  you  more  than  conquerors." 
Ye  are  in  the  wilderness,  where  Satan  ever  seeks  to 
deceive  and  devour  you ;  but  "  fear  not ;"  I  have 
vanquished  Satan,  and  will  enable  you  to  "  tread  him 
under  your  feet."  You  are  in  the  body,  and  your 
evil  heart  ever  inclines  you  to  go  astray  from  God  ; 
but  "  fear  not ;"  I  will  reclaim  you  when  you  wander, 
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and  will  restore  your  souls  :  I  will  never  leave  you 
nor  forsake  you  ;  I  will  put  my  fear  in  your  hearts, 
and  ye  shall  not  depart  from  Me  ;  I,  who  have  begun 
the  good  work  in  your  heart,  will  complete  it.  My 
grace  shall  be  sufficient  for  you.  As  your  day  is,  so 
shall  your  strength  be ;  for  my  strength  shall  be 
made  perfect  in  your  weakness."  (2  Cor.  xii.  8,  9.) 
Finally  :  Ye  are  in  a  mortal  state,  and  must  soon 
pass  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death  ;  but 
"  fear  not ;"  I  am  the  Good  Shepherd,  who  give  my 
life  for  the  sheep  ;  when,  therefore,  ye  pass  through 
the  vale  of  death,  ye  shall  fear  no  evil ;  for  I,  the 
Good  Shepherd,  will  be  with  you  :  my  rod  and  my 
staff  shall  comfort  you." 

Do  you,  then,  my  brethren,  belong  to  the  fold  of 
Christ  ?  Are  you  but  the  least  and  weakest  of  the 
lambs  of  his  flock  ?  Then,  He  says  to  you,  "  Fear 
not,  little  flock,  for  I  am  your  Shepherd ;  be  not 
dismayed,  for  I  am  your  God.  Have  I  not  purchased 
my  flock  with  my  own  blood?  and  shall  not  my 
power  protect  what  my  blood  has  purchased  ?"  Is 
not  then,  we  ask,  the  promise  of  Jesus  sure  ?  Is 
not  His  wisdom  infinite,  His  mercy  boundless,  His 
grace  inexhaustible  ?  Is  not  His  arm  the  strength 
of  omnipotence,  and  His  bosom  the  seat  of  bliss  ? 
Who  then  can  break  His  arm,  or  tear  you  from  His 
bosom  ?  Who  can  endanger  your  safety,  or  disturb 
your  repose  in  Him  ?  "  Fear  not,  then,  little  flock." 

Again : 

2.  Jesus  assures  his  people  of  the  favour  of  their 
heavenly  Father.  "  It  is  your  Father's  good  plea- 
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sure  to  give  you."  God  is  their  Father  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  and  they,  as  His  children,  are  interested  in 
the  great  power  and  good  pleasure  of  their  Father. 
His  ability  to  supply  their  wants  is  equal  to  His 
love  to  their  souls.  He  possesses  all  the  perfections 
of  the  Godhead,  and  commands  all  the  treasures  of 
the  universe.  Whatever,  therefore,  divine  wisdom 
can  devise,  or  almighty  power  can  effect,  or  bound- 
less love  can  supply,  their  Father  will  be  well  pleased 
to  give  them. 

God  is  the  Father  of  His  people ;  and  they  are 
His  children  in  Christ  Jesus.  "  For  as  many  as  re- 
ceive Christ,  to  them  He  gives  power  to  become  the 
sons  of  God,  even  to  them  who  believe  in  His  name." 
Through  receiving  Christ,  or  by  believing  in  His 
name,  they  are  born  again,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the 
will  of  the  flesh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Behold  !  what  manner  of  love  the 
Father  hath  bestowed  upon  us,  that  we  should  be 
called  the  sons  of  God. 

God  is  their  Father ;  and  it  is  their  Fathers  good 
pleasure  to  save  them.  He  has  no  pleasure  in  the 
death  of  sinners,  but  to  them  He  tenderly  and  ear- 
nestly cries,  "  Turn  ye,  turn  ye ;  for  why  will  you 
die?"  But  He  has  pleasure  in  the  salvation  of  His 
people.  He  loved  them  with  an  everlasting  love ; 
and  with  never-failing  kindness  gathers  them  into 
His  fold.  They  are  washed  from  their  sins  by  the 
blood  of  His  Son ;  they  are  renewed  in  His  image 
by  the  grace  of  His  Spirit.  They  are  His  peculiar 
property,  His.  purchased  possession,  His  delightful 
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charge,  His  ransomed  flock.  As  an  earthly  father 
pities  his  children,  so  God  pities  them  that  fear  Him. 
Nay,  the  love  of  God  towards  His  people  is  infinitely 
greater  than  the  love  of  parents  to  their  children.  A 
woman  may  forget  or  forsake  her  sucking  child  ;  but 
God  will  never  forget  nor  forsake  His  people.  He 
has  written  their  names  in  the  palms  of  His  hands ; 
He  has  graven  them  on  the  table  of  His  heart.  He 
knows  the  thoughts  of  peace,  which  He  thinks  to- 
wards them  ;  it  is  the  delight  of  His  heart  to  do  them 
good,  and  resting  over  them  in  His  love,  He  rejoices 
over  them  with  joy  and  gladness.  (Jer.  xxix.  11, 
xxxii.  41 ;  Zech.  iii.  17.)  It  is  their  Father's  good 
pleasure  to  save  them ;  they  may,  therefore,  ever  re- 
joice in  the  good  pleasure  of  their  Father.  "  The 
Lord  is  my  light,  and  my  salvation  ;  whom,  then, 
shall  I  fear  ?  The  Lord  is  the  strength  of  my  life  ; 
of  whom,  then,  shall  I  be  afraid  ?  The  Lord  is  the 
Father  of  my  spirit,  and  my  Father  in  Christ ; 
whom,  then,  shall  I  dread  ?  "  Behold,  then,  we  re- 
peat, what  manner  of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed 
upon  you,  that  ye  should  be  called  sons  of  God  ; 
and  because  ye  are  sons,  ye  are,  also,  heirs  of  God, 
and  joint  heirs  with  Christ  of  His  kingdom. 

Finally  : 

3.  Jesus  promises  to  His  people  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.  "It  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give 
you  the  kingdom." 

(1.)   God  will  give  the  kingdom  of  grace. 

He  will  give  to  His  people  the  repentance,  the 
faith,  and  the  hope,  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;  and 
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they  shall  know  that  "  the  kingdom  of  God  is  righte- 
ousness, and  peace,  and  joy,  in  the  Holy  Ghost." 
"  Being  justified  freely  by  His  grace  through  faith 
in  Christ  Jesus,  they  shall  have  peace  with  God,  and 
rejoice  in  hope  of  glory."  Christ  will  be  revealed 
to  their  souls,  and  formed  in  their  hearts ;  and  they 
shall  possess  His  lowly  mind,  and  walk  in  His  holy 
steps.  The  eternal  God  will  be  their  Father  ;  the 
eternal  Son  will  be  their  Saviour ;  and  the  eternal 
Spirit  will  be  their  Sanctifier  :  and  they  shall  enjoy 
"  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  the  love  of  God, 
and  the  fellowship  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Again : 

(2.)   God  will  give  the  kingdom  of  glory. 

This  kingdom  is  pure;  it  excludes  sin,  and  misery, 
and  pain,  and  death  !  This  kingdom  is  perfect ;  it 
includes  all  life  and  rest,  and  holiness  and  joy !  This 
kingdom  is  everlasting ;  it  is  a  kingdom  which  can- 
not be  moved — strong  as  omnipotence,  and  lasting 
as  eternity  !  The  throne  of  God  and  the  Lamb  is  in 
this  kingdom,  and  the  saints  in  glory  shall  worship 
the  Lamb  on  His  throne.  For  they  shall  in  heaven 
"  be  made  kings  and  priests  unto  God :" — as  priests 
they  shall  serve  Him,  and  as  kings  they  shall  reign 
with  Him  for  ever  and  ever !  They  shall  sit  on 
thrones  of  glory,  and  wear  crowns  of  life  ;  and 
through  eternity  their  song  will  be,  "  Worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain,  and  has  redeemed  us  to  God 
by  his  blood  !" 

But, 

(3.)  This  kingdom  of  grace  and  glory  is  a  free  gift. 
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"  It  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the 
kingdom !"  This  kingdom  is  not  the  reward  of 
merit,  nor  the  wages  of  service,  nor  the  desert  of 
righteousness  ;  but  "a  free  gift  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord."  This  kingdom,  indeed,  is  a  costly  in- 
heritance,— a  purchased  possession ;  but  the  Son  of 
God  is  the  Purchaser,  and  the  Blood  of  God  is 
the  price  :  it  is,  therefore,  the  gift  of  God  to  His 
people  only  for  the  sake  of  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ ! 
God  has  prepared  this  kingdom  for  you ;  and,  if  you 
belong  to  His  little  flock,  He  has  determined  to  invest 
you  with  this  kingdom.  It  is  His  work  to  make  you 
meet  for  its  holy  service  :  it  is  His  delight  to  pre- 
serve you  to  its  eternal  enjoyment !  Happy,  then, 
are  you,  0  little  flock,  who  have  such  a  Father,  who, 
for  Christ's  sake,  will  give  you  such  a  kingdom. 
Were  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  world  in  ruins  toge- 
ther, why  should  ye  fear  ?  for  ye  might  stand  on  the 
ruins  of  the  world,  and  say,  "  We  have  lost  nothing, 
our  kingdom  is  secure."  "  Fear  not,  then,  little 
flock  ;  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give 
you  the  kingdom." 

And,  now,  my  brethren,  may  1,  in  conclusion,  ask — 
1 .  Do  you  not  desire  to  obtain  that  gracious  and 
glorious  kingdom,  which  God,  in  His  good  pleasure, 
will  give  to  His  people  ? 

Do  you  not  desire  to  know  that  "  repentance, 
which  is  unto  life," — that  "  faith,  which  bringeth 
salvation," — and  that  "  holiness,  without  which,  no 
man  can  see  the  Lord  !"  You  reply,  "  We  do  !  we 
do  !"  It  is  well  !  Do  you  not  desire  to  be  "  justi- 
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fied  and  sanctified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus, 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God,"  that  you  may  know 
that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  righteousness,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost?  You  reply,  "  We  do! 
we  do  !"  It  is  well  !  In  all  the  sorrows,  and  diffi- 
culties, and  dangers  of  mortal  life,  do  not  you  desire 
the  Saviour  to  say  to  you,  "  Fear  not ;  I  will  guide 
you,  support  you,  and  deliver  you?"  You  reply, 
'*  We  do  !  we  do  !"  It  is  well !  When  life,  and  all 
its  contentions,  and  toils,  and  troubles,  are  past,  do 
you  not  desire  the  peace,  and  rest,  and  joy  of  hea- 
ven ?  You  reply,  "  We  do  !  we  do !"  It  is  well ! 
When  you  lie  on  a  bed  of  sickness,  and  your  flesh 
and  heart  begin  to  fail,  do  you  not  desire  that,  in 
this  time  of  pain  and  languor,  God  would  strengthen 
your  heart,  and  refresh  your  soul  ?  You  reply,  "  We 
do  !  we  do  !"  It  is  well !  When  your  last  hour 
comes,  and  you  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  sha- 
dow of  death,  do  you  not  desire  that  the  presence  of 
the  Good  Shepherd  would  keep  you  from  the  fear  of 
evil,  and  that  His  rod  and  staff'  would  uphold  and 
comfort  you  ?  You  reply,  "  We  do  !  we  do !"  It 
is  well !  When  death  shall  separate  body  and  soul, 
and  lay  your  body  in  the  dust ;  do  you  not  desire 
that  your  soul  meanwhile,  may,  through  "  the  good 
pleasure"  and  great  power  of  your  "heavenly  Fa- 
ther," be  safely  kept  in  paradise  ?  You  reply,  "  We 
do  !  we  do  !"  It  is  well !  When  time  is  ended,  and 
the  trumpet  has  sounded,  and  the  graves  are  opened, 
and  the  dead  are  raised,  and  the  living  are  changed, 
and  all  mankind  shall  stand  before  the  worthy  Judge 
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eternal ;  do  you  not  desire  to  rise  in  the  likeness  of 
Jesus,  to  stand  on  His  right  hand,  and  to  hear  Him 
from  His  throne,  say  to  you,  "  Come,  ye  blessed  of 
my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world  ?"  Do  you  not 
desire  "  robes  of  righteousness,"  and  "  thrones  of 
glory,"  and  "  crowns  of  life,"  and  "  songs  of  salva- 
tion" in  the  "everlasting  kingdom  of  God  ?"  You 
reply,  "  We  do !  we  do  !"  It  is  well,  my  brethren, 
it  is  well !  But  in  vain,  utterly  in  vain,  do  you 
desire  these  things,  unless  you  belong  to  the  flock 
of  Christ !  The  kingdom  of  God  will  be  given  only 
to  His  flock ;  for,  "  It  is  the  Father's  good  pleasure 
to  give  them  the  kingdom  !"  Are  you,  then,  my 
brethren,  the  sheep  of  Christ  ?  Do  you  belong  to 
His  little  flock  ?  Is  the  Lord  Jesus  your  Shepherd? 
Do  you  hear  His  voice  and  follow  His  steps  ?  The 
great  inquiry,  which  every  one  of  us  should  make, 
is — "  Am  I  one  of  the  sheep  of  Christ  ?  Is  Christ 
my  Shepherd  ?  Do  I  belong  to  His  little  flock  ?" 

The  flock  of  Christ  is  easily  known  ;  it  is  known 
by  many  marks,  distinct  and  strong.  It  is  known 
by  the  fewness  of  its  numbers,  and  by  its  being 
hated  of  the  wicked  ;  for  it  is  a  "  little  and  a  hated 
flock."  It  is  known  by  its  entire  separation  from 
the  world,  and  by  its  singular  union  in  itself.  It  is 
known  by  its  hearing  the  voice  and  following  the 
steps  of  Christ,  the  Good  Shepherd.  It  is  known 
by  its  delight  in  devotion,  and  by  its  attendance  at 
the  table  of  the  Lord.  It  is  known  by  its  diligence 
in  righteousness,  and  by  its  activity  in  charity,  by 
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its  glorifying  God  in  all  things,  and  by  its  ever  doing 
good  to  mankind.  Have  you,  my  brethren,  these 
marks  of  the  people  of  God  ?  Are  you  the  sheep 
of  Christ  ?  Do  you  belong  to  His  flock  ?  If  ye 
are  the  sheep  of  His  pasture,  and  the  flock  of  His 
fold,  then  the  Good  Shepherd  says  to  you,  "  Fear 
not,  little  flock,  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  plea- 
sure to  give  you  the  kingdom  !" 

But, 

2.  Ye,  who  associate  with  the  wicked,  and  live  in 
sin ;  ye,  who  neglect  the  duties  of  devotion  and  the 
Supper  of  the  Lord ;  ye  must  be  inly  conscious 
that  ye  are  not  of  the  flock  of  Christ,  but  of  the 
herd  of  Satan  !  God  is  not  your  Father,  but  "  ye 
are,"  says  Christ,  "  of  your  father  the  devil,  and  the 
works  of  your  father  ye  do !"  We  cannot  say  to 
you  "  Fear  not,"  because  ye  have  every  reason  to 
fear  the  worst  evils  in  time  and  in  eternity.  In  your 
present  state,  not  only  does  the  Word  of  God  con- 
demn you,  but  your  conscience  accuses  and  alarms 
you.  In  your  present  state,  you  can  have  neither 
peace  in  life,  nor  hope  in  death.  In  your  present 
state,  ye  are  liable  to  eternal  destruction  every 
moment.  If  you  die  in  your  present  state,  Jesus 
will  not,  in  the  last  day,  place  you,  as  His  sheep,  on 
His  right  hand,  but  with  the  wicked  on  His  left ; 
He  will  not  welcome  you  into  the  everlasting  king- 
dom of  His  Father,  but  will  sentence  you  "  to  ever- 
lasting fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels." 
"  O,  who  among  us  shall  dwell  with  the  devour- 
ing fire  ?  Who  among  us  shall  endure  everlasting 
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burnings  ?"  0  that  ye  would  forsake  sin,  and  come 
out  of  the  world.  O  that  ye  would  repent  of  your 
wickedness,  and  return  to  God  by  Christ  Jesus. 
For  "  Christ  is  the  door"  for  the  entrance  "  of  the 
sheep."  Enter  then  by  Christ  as  perishing  sin- 
ners, and  He  will  save  you.  He  will  save  you  from 
sin,  from  death,  and  from  hell.  He  will  give  you 
everlasting  life,  and  ye  shall  never  perish.  0  seek 
then,  my  brethren,  to  become  the  sheep  of  Christ. 
Search  the  Holy  Scriptures.  Pray  for  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  teach  you.  Intreat  Him  to  bring  you  into 
the  fold,  and  to  join  you  to  the  flock  of  Christ.  For, 
blessed  be  God,  there  is  not  a  soul  now  present,  the 
chief  of  sinners  though  he  be,  who  may  not  become 
one  of  the  flock  of  Christ.  For  Christ,  standing  at 
the  door  of  salvation,  invites  all  sinners  to  Himself, 
and  says,  "  Him  that  cometh  unto  Me,  I  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out."  May  the  Spirit  of  God  lead  you  all 
into  the  fold,  and  join  you  all  to  the  flock  of 
Christ,  that  all  your  souls  may  sing,  "  The  Lord 
is  my  shepherd,  I  shall  not  want. 

But,  finally  : 

3.  "  Fear  not,  little  flock,  for  it  is  your  Father's 
good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom."  For  ye, 
Christian  brethren,  ye  have  been  taken  out  of  the 
evil  world,  and  brought  into  the  fold  of  the  Good 
Shepherd',  ye  have  been  born  again  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  have  been  made  the  children  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus.  While  multitudes  around  you  are  left 
in  their  wilful  ignorance  to  follow  their  chosen  way, 
God  in  "  His  good  pleasure"  has  revealed  the  things 
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of  salvation  to  you.  "  Even  so,  Father,  for  so  it 
seemed  good  in  thy  sight !"  "  Ye  are  the  sheep  of 
Christ ;  ye  know  His  voice ;  ye  follow  His  steps ; 
ye  walk  worthy  of  Him,  who  has  called  you  to 
His  kingdom  and  glory."  "  Fear  not,  little  flock  !" 
"  The  Lord  is  your  SHEPHERD  ;  ye  shall  not  want/' 
God,  your  heavenly  Father,  who  offers  you  His 
kingdom  of  glory,  will  not  refuse  to  you  the  sup- 
plies of  life.  God,  your  heavenly  Father,  who  feeds 
the  ravens,  will  not  forget  to  feed  His  children. 
"  Fear  not,  little  flock,  the  Lord  is  your  HELPER  ;" 
why  then  should  you  fear  wicked  men,  or  wicked 
spirits ;  why  should  you  fear  the  floods  of  affliction, 
or  the  fires  of  persecution  ?  "  For  when  ye  pass 
through  the  waters,  they  shall  not  overflow  you  ; 
when  ye  walk  through  the  fire,  ye  shall  not  be 
burned;  for  I,  saith  the  Lord,  will  be  with  you." 
(Isa.  xliii.  2.)  "  For  ye  my  flock,  the  flock  of  my 
pasture,  are  men" — sinful,  weak  and  dying  men  ; 
"  but  I,"  the  Living  God,  "  am  your  God  ;  and  it 
shall  be  known  that  I,  the  Lord  your  God,  am  with 
you,  saith  the  Lord  God."  (Ezek.  xxxiv.  30,  31.) 
"  Fear  not,  therefore,  little  flock,"  but  "cast  your  care 
upon  God,  for  He  careth  for  you;"  "  cast  your  bur- 
den upon  Him,  for  He  will  sustain  you."  Be 
fearful  of  nothing,  and  be  careful  for  nothing  ;  but 
in  everything,  by  prayer  and  supplication,  let  your 
requests  be  made  known  unto  God  ;  and  the  peace 
of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding  shall  keep 
your  hearts  and  minds  through  Jesus  Christ.  "  Fear 
not,  little  flock,"  FOR  THE  LORD  GOD  is  YOUR  SHEP- 
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HERD,  YOUR  HELPER,  YOUR  FATHER  ;  and  "  it  is  your 
Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the  kingdom"  of 
heaven.  From  eternity  He  purposed  to  give  you 
this  kingdom ;  and  all  the  love  of  His  heart  is  en- 
gaged, all  the  infinitude  of  His  wisdom  is  employed, 
all  the  fulness  of  His  grace  is  displayed,  all  the 
omnipotence  of  His  power  is  exercised  in  accom- 
plishing His  eternal  purpose.  Walk  worthy,  there- 
fore, of  God,  who  has  called  you  to  His  kingdom 
and  glory;  and  God  in  His  good  pleasure  will 
bring  you  into  His  glorious  kingdom,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  "  Fear  not,  therefore,  little  flock, 
for  it  is  your  Father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the 
kingdom." 
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SERMON  VII. 

THE  PRODIGAL  SON. 

LUKE  xv.  24. 

For  this  my  son  was  dead,   and  is  alive  again ;  he 
was  lost,  and  is  found. 

THE  Scribes  and  the  Pharisees  were  reckoned  the 
most  learned  and  holy  men  among  the  Jews.  But 
the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  were  always  the  bitterest 
enemies  of  Christ ;  and  they  were  particularly  angry 
at  Christ,  because  in  His  preaching  "  He  received 
sinners."  "  The  Scribes  and  the  Pharisees  mur- 
mured against  Jesus,  saying,  This  man  receiveth 
sinners,  and  eateth  with  them."  They  professed  to 
be  offended  because  He  "  ate  with  sinners ;"  but 
they  were  really  offended  because  He  "preached 
to  sinners"  And  because  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees 
were  angry  at  Him  for  receiving  sinners,  and  for 
preaching  to  sinners,  Jesus  spake  three  parables — 
The  parables  of  the  lost  sheep,  of  the  lost  piece  of 
money,  and  of  the  prodigal  son.  The  scope  or 
design  or  lesson  of  these  three  parables  is  nearly 
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the  same ;  it  is  to  show  not  only  that  our  heavenly 
Father  is  indeed  willing;  to  receive  the  chiefest  sin- 

o 

ners,  but  to  receive  them  with  the  greatest  gladness. 
And  the  love  of  God  to  poor  and  penitent  sinners  is 
shown  in  the  parable  of  the  Prodigal  Son  with  sin- 
gular force  and  beauty.  This  parable  touches  the 
finest  feelings  of  the  soul ;  it  awakes  the  tenderest 
affections  of  the  heart;  its  effect  is  overwhelming 
and  marvellous.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  following 
discourse  to  relate  and  to  improve  this  beautiful 
parable. 
We  are, 

I.    To  RELATE  THIS  PARABLE. 

"A  certain  man,"  says  our  Lord,  "had  two  sons;" 
and  the  younger  son,  disliking  the  restraints  of  his 
father's  presence,  and  tired  of  the  dulness  of  his 
father's  house,  panted  to  be  his  own  master,  and 
longed  to  see  the  world.  He  therefore  somewhat 
roughly  requested  his  father  to  give  him  that  por- 
tion of  substance  which  fell  to  his  share.  "  Give 
me,"  says  he,  "  give  me  my  portion  of  goods."  The 
father,  without  hesistation  or  delay,  divided  his  sub- 
stance between  his  sons.  Rejoicing  in  fancied  free- 
dom, and  anticipating  future  happiness,  he  deter- 
mines to  leave  his  home,  and  to  go  in  quest  of  joy 
In  a  few  days  he  gathered  all  his  substance  together, 
and  went  into  a  far  country.  Free  from  all  restraint 
in  this  far  country,  he  pursues  pleasure  with  eager- 
ness ;  and,  as  he  knew  not  what  pleasure  to  prefer, 
he  greedily  seizes  all  pleasures,  and  wildly  wastes 
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his  substance  in  riotous  living.  In  gay  apparel  and 
in  sumptuous  fare,  with  sycophants  and  with  harlots, 
he  extravagantly  spends  his  substance.  His  wild 
extravagance  soon  reduced  the  prodigal  to  want, 
and  want  soon  plunged  him  in  misery.  For  "  when 
he  had  spent  all,  there  arose  a  mighty  famine  in  that 
land,  and  he  began  to  be  in  want."  He  was  unused 
to  dig ;  he  was  ashamed  to  beg ;  his  all  was  spent ; 
a  mighty  famine  was  in  the  land  ;  "  he  began  to  be 
in  want."  Never  before  had  he  been  in  want ;  to 
him,  want  was  a  new  thing,  and  want  made  him 
acquainted  with  many  strange  things.  To  pass  from 
plenty  to  penury,  from  the  varieties  of  a  feast  to 
the  stings  of  hunger,  from  fair  apparel  to  filthy 
rags;  all  this  was  as  distressing,  as  it  was  disgraceful. 
His  companions,  who  had  shared  his  substance,  and 
flattered  his  pride  in  the  time  of  his  abundance,  all 
forsook  him  in  the  time  of  his  need.  He  now  ab- 
jectly begs  for  bread,  and  no  man  gives  unto  him. 
Without  a  friend  and  without  a  home ;  without  a 
character  and  without  bread ;  what  CAN  the  poor 
prodigal  do  ?  He  must  either  kill  himself  or  return 
home,  he  must  either  rob  or  work.  What  WILL  the 
poor  prodigal  do  ?  He  determines  to  work.  "  And 
he  went  and  hired  himself  to  a  citizen  of  that  coun- 
try, and  he  sent  him  into  his  fields  to  feed  swine." 
In  this  vile  servitude  he  is  so  stung  with  the  cravings 
of  hunger,  that  he  fain  would  feed  with  the  swine ; 
but  he  was  not  suffered  to  taste  the  husks  or  acorns, 
"  which  the  swine  did  eat."  He  is  now  reduced  to 
the  lowest  depths  of  shame,  and  want,  and  woe. 
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Recollections  of  his  father's  kindness,  and  of  his 
father's  house,  now  arise  in  his  mind,  and  touch  his 
heart ;  and  reflections  on  his  base  ingratitude,  and 
vile  conduct,  now  depress  and  sting  his  soul.  But 
these  reflections,  though  very  bitter,  were  very 
useful ;  they  showed  the  wretched  man  to  himself; 
they  revealed  to  him  his  past  madness,  and  restored 
him  to  his  right  mind.  "  And  when  he  came  to 
himself,  he  said,  How  many  hired  servants  of  my 
father's  have  bread  enough  and  to  spare ;  and  I, 
once  a  beloved  son,  feed  these  swine,  and  perish 
with  hunger  !"  But  now,  having  recovered  his  right 
mind,  he  reasoned  rightly,  and  said,  "  I  will  neither 
continue  in  this  vile  employment,  nor  perish  in  this 
vile  place  ;  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father,  and 
will  say  to  him,  Father,  I  have  sinned  against 
heaven  and  before  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to 
be  called  thy  son  ;  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired 
servants."  He  is  now,  truly,  come  to  himself;  and 
we  repeat,  "  he  reasons  rightly,  now  he  has  re- 
covered his  mind."  Not  only  does  all  the  kindness 
of  his  father  recur  to  his  memory,  but  all  the  affec- 
tion of  a  child  returns  to  his  breast,  and  he  cries, 
"  I  will  arise  and  go  to  my  father  /"  He  humbly 
confesses  his  sin,  and  condemns  his  ingratitude ; 
he  feels  his  vileness,  and  acknowledges  his  unwor- 
thiness.  The  meanest  office  in  his  father's  house  is 
too  good  for  him.  If  he  can  secure  the  lowest 
place  in  his  father's  house,  he  will  be  abundantly 
satisfied. 

But  the  prodigal  has  come  from  a  country  far  off; 
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the  journey  back  again  is  very  long,  and  he  is 
totally  unprovided  for  a  long  journey.  He  must 
therefore,  in  this  wretched  state,  beg  his  bitter  way 
to  his  father's  house.  "  And  will  not,"  he  might 
say,  "  will  not  the  dogs  bark  at  me,  as  with  tottering 
steps  I  go  along?  Will  not  my  old  companions 
laugh  at  my  crippled  walk  and  tattered  clothes? 
Will  not  my  offended  father,  when  I  come  to  his 
dwelling,  reproach  me  from  his  door?  May  he  not 
say  to  me,  '  You  wretch,  what  brings  you  hither  ? 
get  back  to  your  harlots  and  to  your  swine.'  But  I 
am  perishing  with  hunger,  and  what  can  I  do?" 
"  And  he  arose  and  went  to  his  father;"  he  instantly 
turned  his  face,  and  directed  his  steps  towards  that 
beloved  home,  where  in  "  childhood  and  youth  "  he 
had  spent  so  many  happy  days. 

With  the  beggar's  bare  feet  and  limping  pace  ; 
with  the  beggar's  starven  cheek  and  sunken  eye ; 
with  the  beggar's  heavy  heart  and  troubled  mind ; 
with  many  a  beggar's  stop  by  the  way,  to  rest  and 
weep,  he  creeps  along  the  road.  "  But  when  he  was 
a  great  way  off,  his  father  saw  him ;"  and  was  not 
his  father  angry  with  him  ?  No  !  "  he  had  compas- 
sion on  him."  But  did  not  his  father  sit  in  the  house 
till  the  prodigal  knocked  at  the  door  ?  No  !  he  went 
out  to  receive  him.  But  did  not  his  father,  when 
gone  out,  stand  on  the  threshold  till  the  ragged 
wretch  arrived  ?  No !  he  went  forward  to  meet 
him.  But  if  his  father  went  to  meet  him,  he  would 
walk  slowly  along  ?  No  !  the  old  man,  forgetting 
his  age  and  infirmities,  "  ran  to  meet  him."  But 
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when  his  father  did  meet  the  prodigal,  he  would  not 
touch  him,  till  the  defilements  of  a  long  journey 
were  removed,  and  till  the  rags  of  wretched  beggary 
were  changed  ?  No !  just  as  the  prodigal  was,  all 
filthy,  ragged,  vile,  he  "  fell  on  his  neck  and  kissed 
him."  Before  the  son  could  utter  his  request,  or 
confess  his  sin,  the  father  gave  him  welcome  and 
sealed  his  pardon.  0,  what  a  father !  "  He  had 
eyes  of  mercy,"  says  one,  "  and  saw  his  son  afar  off. 
He  had  a  heart  of  mercy,  and  had  compassion  on 
him.  He  had  feet  of  mercy,  and  ran  to  meet  him. 
He  had  arms  of  mercy,  and  embraced  him.  He  had 
lips  of  mercy,  and  kissed  him."  As  soon  as  the  son 
could  speak,  he  said,  "  Father,  I  have  sinned  against 
heaven  and  in  thy  sight,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to 
be  called  thy  son ;"  and  the  father,  though  well 
pleased  to  hear  this  confession,  made  no  reply  to  it, 
but  led  his  son  into  his  house  with  great  gladness. 
When  he  came  into  the  house  he  spoke  in  tones  of 
joy  to  his  servants,  and  said,  "  Bring  forth  the  first 
best  robe,  and  when  you  have  stripped  of  his  rags, 
put  it  on  him,  and  put  a  ring  on  his  finger  as  a 
token  of  reconciliation  and  favour ;  and  as  his  bare 
and  bleeding  feet  have  been  sadly  cut  on  the  flinty 
road,  let  them  be  washed  and  adorned  with  sandals ; 
and  on  this  glad  occasion,  '  bring  the  fatted  calf 
from  the  stall,  and  kill  it,  and  let  us  eat  and  be 
merry.'  My  whole  family  shall  share  my  joy ;  my 
whole  mansion  shall  resound  with  songs.  '  For  this 
my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again ;  he  was  lost 
and  is  found.  And  they  began  to  be  merry." 
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"  Likewise  I  say  unto  you,  There  is  joy  in  the  pre- 
sence of  the  angels  of  God,  over  one  sinner  that 
repenteth." 

But  this  leads  us,  as  we  promised, 

II.  To  IMPROVE  THIS  PARABLE. 

In  this  parable,  "  the  certain  man,  who  had  two 
sons,"  represents  our  heavenly  Father;  and  the 
prodigal  son,  who  left  his  father's  house,  represents 
every  careless  sinner.  In  order,  therefore,  to  gain 
some  instruction  from  this  parable,  let  us  consider 
the  departure  of  the  prodigal  from  his  father's  house 
into  a  far  country  ;  his  return  to  his  father's  house ; 
and  his  reception  by  his  father  on  his  return. 

We  are  to  consider, 

1.  The  departure  of  the  prodigal  from  his  father  s 
house  into  afar  country. 

In  the  departure  of  the  prodigal  son  from  his 
father's  house,  the  conduct  of  every  sinner,  or  the 
conduct  of  all  mankind,  is  described.  "  All  we,  like 
sheep,  have  gone  astray ;  we  have  turned  every  one 
to  his  own  way."  "  All  have  sinned,  and  come  short 
of  the  glory  of  God."  "  For,  the  Lord  looked  down 
from  heaven  on  the  children  of  men,  to  see  if  there 
were  any  that  did  understand  and  seek  after  God. 
But,  they  are  all  gone  out  of  the  way ;  they  are  all 
together  become  filthy ;  there  is  none  that  doeth 
good ;  no,  not  one."  (Isa.  liii.  6 ;  Rom.  iii.  23 ; 
Psal.  xiv.  2,  3.)  In  our  natural  state,  we  utterly 
dislike  the  restraints  of  religion,  and  the  purity  of 
devotion  ;  we  rebel  against  the  laws  of  our  heavenly 
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Father,  "and  follow,"  like  the  prodigal  son,  "  the  de- 
vices and  desires  of  our  own  hearts."  We  fancy  that, 
without  help  from  above,  we  are  well  able  to  guide 
ourselves  aright,  and  to  create  our  own  happiness. 
We  forget  all  the  obligations  under  which  we  lie, 
and  all  the  duties  which  we  owe  to  "  our  Father,  who 
is  in  heaven !"  We  presumptuously  claim,  as  our 
right,  the  mercies  and  the  bounties  of  God,  that  we 
may  use  or  abuse  them  as  we  please.  We  receive 
without  gratitude  all  mercies  from  heaven,  and  then 
hasten  into  a  country  far  from  God,  to  spend  them 
on  ourselves  !  In  a  far  country,  where  prayer  is  not 
made,  and  where  God  is  not  honoured,  we  abuse  our 
talents  in  vain  pursuits,  or  consume  our  time  on 
worthless  objects,  or  waste  our  substance  on  vile  and 
sensual  pleasures.  Carnal  delights,  or  sensual  plea- 
sures, are  the  vile,  but  blandishing  harlots,  among 
which  the  prodigal  sons  of  the  world  waste  their 
substance,  and  endanger  their  souls. 

But, 

Worldly  pleasures  perish  in  the  using,  and  if  they 
could  continue,  they  could  not  satisfy ;  the  supplies 
of  a  thousand  worlds  would  not  satisfy  the  desires  of 
the  soul.  For  the  soul  which  could  obtain  the 
pleasures  of  a  thousand  worlds  like  ours  would  feed 
only  on  ashes,  or  live  only  on  wind.  The  stock  of 
worldly  delights  is  but  small ;  the  time  of  earthly 
enjoyments  but  short ;  and  the  most  successful 
worldly  prodigal  will  soon  have  tasted  every  joy 
which  the  world  affords.  And,  then,  he  will  "  begin 
to  be  in  want ;"  he  will  be  in  want  of  a  new  plea- 


90  THE    PRODIGAL    SON. 

sure  to  gratify  his  old  passions,  or  in  want  of  his  old 
power  to  enjoy  it.  "  And  when  the  prodigal  had 
spent  all,  there  arose  a  mighty  famine  in  that  land, 
and  he  began  to  be  in  want."  And  what  a  want  in 
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that  soul,  which  is  void  of  the  love  of  God  !  What 
a  hunger  in  that  spirit,  which  tastes  not  the  bread  of 
life  !  What  a  famine  in  that  land,  where  the  Gospel 
is  not  preached  !  What  a  disease  in  that  heart, 
which  relishes  not  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel ! 

But,  the  prodigal,  you  remember,  joined  himself 
to  a  citizen  of  that  far  country,  who  sent  him  into 
the  fields  to  feed  swine.  And  what  is  that  far 
country  ? — The  land  of  sin  !  And  who  is  that  citi- 
zen ? — The  devil !  And  what  is  meant  by  feeding 
swine  ? — The  sins  and  pleasures  of  ungodly  men  ! 
No  land  is  so  barren  as  the  land  far  from  God  ;  no 
slavery  is  so  tormenting  as  the  slavery  of  sin ;  no  mas- 
ter is  such  a  tyrant  as  the  devil  !  When  a  man  is 
entirely  engaged  in  worlclliness,  in  pleasure,  and  in 
sin,  without  regard  to  his  God  or  to  his  soul,  he  is 
still  an  immortal  creature — still  a  lower  kind  of 
angel ;  but  an  angel  feeding  swine  !  For  sin  blinds 
the  understanding  and  hardens  the  heart ;  it  debases 
the  man  and  degrades  the  soul !  The  prodigal, 
sunk  below  the  level  of  man,  wished  for  gratifications 
which  he  could  not  obtain,  and  which,  if  he  could 
obtain  them,  he  could  not  enjoy.  "  He  would  fain 
have  eaten  of  the  husks,  which  the  swine  did  eat ; 
and  no  man  gave  unto  him  !"  Shame,  and  naked- 
ness, and  hunger,  came  at  once  "like  an  armed 
man"  upon  him,  and  he  would  have  changed  natures 
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with  the  brutes,  and  fed  on  the  husks,  which  the 
swine  devoured  ! 

And,  the  lovers  of  "  this  wicked  world,"  the  men 
who  seek  for  happiness  in  pleasure  and  in  sin,  though 
they  seem  to  live  in  the  midst  of  joys,  yet  is  there 
always,  with  respect  to  real  happiness,  a  mighty 
famine  in  their  souls.  And  they  will  find  at  last, 
like  the  prodigal,  that  they  have  been  spending  their 
money  for  that  which  was  not  bread,  and  using 
their  labour  for  that  which  could  not  satisfy  :  they 
will  then,  like  him,  "  eat  the  fruit  of  their  own  ways, 
and  be  filled  with  the  bitterness  of  their  own  de- 
vices." Until  the  prodigal,  however,  was  brought 
into  a  state  of  shame  and  want  and  misery,  he  never 
thought  of  returning  to  his  father's  house,  and  until 
the  sinner  feels  his  lost  and  perishing  state,  he  will 
never  think  of  returning  to  God  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord. 

Let  us,  then,  further  consider, 

2.  The  return  of  the  prodigal  to  his  fathers 
house.  . 

The  prodigal  son,  when  living  "  in  the  far  coun- 
try," lived  like  a  man  who  had  lost  his  reason,  or  was 
out  of  his  mind  ;  his  unreasonable  conduct  brought 
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him  into  the  most  shameful  misery ;  and  in  his 
shameful  misery,  "  he  came  to  himself."  When  he 
came  to  himself,  or  when  he  was  restored  to  his 
right  mind,  he  reflected  on  the  madness  and  misery 
of  his  past  conduct,  and  remembered  the  wisdom 
and  happiness  of  his  father's  house.  And  he  said, 
"  I  will  arise,  and  go  unto  my  father,  and  will  say 
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unto  him,  Father !  I  have  sinned  against  heaven  and 
before  thee,  and  am  no  more  worthy  to  be  called 
thy  son;  make  me  as  one  of  thy  hired  servants. 
And  he  arose,  and  came  to  his  father."  After  the 
prodigal  came  to  himself,  there  was  in  him  a  double 
change — a  change  in  his  heart,  and  a  change  in  his 
conduct.  There  was  a  change  in  his  heart ;  he  felt 
his  misery,  and  was  convinced  of  his  sin.  "I  perish 
with  hunger  ;  I  have  sinned  against  heaven !" 
There  was  a  change  in  his  conduct ;  he  not  only 
confessed  his  sins,  and  made  resolutions,  but  he 
actually  arose  and  returned  to  his  father  ! 

The  impenitent  sinner — the  wretched  man,  who 
lives  altogether  in  worldliness  and  sin,  is  out  of  his 
mind,  or  quite  beside  himself.  No  creature  in  the 
world  is  so  mad  or  distracted  as  he !  And  such  a 
sinner  only  comes  to  himself,  or  is  restored  to  his 
right  mind,  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  comes  with 
power  to  his  soul,  and  makes  him  feel  that  he  is  a 
perishing  sinner  !  Feeling  his  misery,  and  confessing 
his  sin,  he  now  appears  like  another  man  ;  like  a  luna- 
tic suddenly  restored  to  his  senses,  he  wonders  at  his 
past  blindness  and  folly  !  But  the  beginning  of 
wisdom  is  to  discover  our  ignorance ;  the  beginning 
of  holiness  is  to  know  our  sinfulness ;  the  beginning 
of  happiness  is  to  feel  our  misery  ! 

As  the  commission  of  sin  is  a  departure  from  God, 
so  the  doing  of  righteousness  is  a  return  to  God ; 
the  penitent,  therefore,  says,  "  I  will  return  to  my 
heavenly  Father,  from  whom  by  my  sins  I  have  so 
wilfully  departed,  and  whom  by  my  sins  I  have 
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so  ungratefully  grieved  :  I  confess  my  sins,  and  my 
unworthiness,  at  thy  feet,  0  Lord  ;  but,  though  I 
am  unworthy  to  be  called  thy  Son,  yet  admit  me 
among  the  lowest  of  thy  servants  !"  The  penitent 
shows  that  he  is  come  to  himself  by  confessing  and 
forsaking  his  sins  ;— by  turning  from  the  world  and 
its  vanities ; — by  the  earnestness  and  humbleness  of 
his  prayers ;  and,  above  all,  by  the  consistency  and 
holiness  of  his  conduct.  "  The  prodigal  arose,  and 
with  ceaseless  steps,  returned  to  his  father  :"  the 
penitent  arises,  and,  in  the  practice  of  holiness,  re- 
turns to  his  God  ! 
For, 

When  the  penitent,  like  the  prodigal,  comes  to 
himself,  he  experiences  a  change  of  heart,  and  a 
change  of  conduct ;  he  experiences  a  change,  and 
feels  his  sin  and  misery  ;  "  I  have  sinned  against 
heaven,  and  before  thee,  O  God  :  my  soul  is  perish- 
ing in  its  sins  !  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  !" 
He  manifests  a  change  of  conduct ;  he  not  only 
confesses  his  sins  and  makes  resolutions,  but  he  arises 
and  returns  to  his  heavenly  Father ;  he  leaves  the 
way  of  sin  and  the  company  of  sinners ;  "  and  walks 
in  holiness  and  righteousness  of  life." 

As  the  prodigal  drew  near  to  his  father's  house, 
he  would  have  many  doubts  and  fears :  "  Will  my 
father  know  me  in  this  wretched  state  ?  Will  he 
discover  me  in  these  vile  and  ragged  garments  ? 
And  if  he  discover  me,  will  he  not  drive  me  with 
reproaches  from  his  door,  as  an  ungrateful  wretch 
unfit  to  appear  in  his  presence  ?  All  this  I  deserve 
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at  his  hands ;  and  I  tremble  to  appear  before  him 
But  still  he  is  my  father  :  I  am  determined  to  go  on, 
and  to  fall  down  at  his  feet ;  and  if  he  reject  me,  I 
am  rejected  !"  Thus,  too,  the  penitent,  when  he 
returns  to  God  by  Jesus  Christ,  has  many  doubts 
and  fears  of  his  acceptance.  His  inward  corrup- 
tions and  his  outward  defilements,  his  vile  ingrati- 
tude and  his  utter  worthlessness,  his  innumerable 
sins  and  his  infinite  guilt — all  appear  in  his  troubled 
sight,  and  make  him  fear  that  God  will  reject  him  ! 
But,  feeling  that  his  soul  is  perishing,  and  that  God 
in  Christ  alone  can  save  his  soul,  he  determines  to 
go,  though  with  fears  and  trembling,  to  the  feet  of 
his  heavenly  Father,  and  there,  says  he,  "  If  I  perish, 
I  perish  !" 

Let  us  consider,  lastly, 

3.  The  reception  of  the  prodigal  on  his  return  to 
his  father. 

The  father  was,  it  seems,  looking  out  wishfully 
for  the  return  of  his  child,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
withered  frame  and  ragged  garments  of  the  prodi- 
gal, discovered  in  him  at  a  great  distance  his  long- 
lost  son  ;  and,  as  soon  as  he  discovered  him,  ran  to 
meet  him.  Meanwhile  the  prodigal,  with  beating 
heart  and  trembling  steps,  was  slowly  advancing  to 
his  father's  house  ;  the  sight  of  which  would  quicken 
the  beatings  of  his  heart,  and  increase  the  trembling 
of  his  steps.  But,  while  his  heart  thus  beats,  and 
his  steps  thus  tremble,  he  suddenly  finds  himself  in 
the  arms  and  embraces  of  his  father.  The  father  re- 
joiced over  him  as  a  son  restored  from  destruction. 
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or  raised  from    the    dead,  and  commanded  all  his 
household  to  rejoice. 

Thus,  too,  the  penitent  sinner,  while,  in  returning 
to  God  by  Christ  Jesus,  fears  that  he  is  too  guilty  to 
be  pardoned,  and  too  vile  to  be  accepted,  is  sud- 
denly surprised  to  find  that  his  heavenly  Father  is 
reconciled,  and  all  his  sins  forgiven.  While  he  is 
humbly  confessing  his  sins  before  God,  and  earnestly 
begging  pardon  through  Christ,  his  heavenly  Fa- 
ther, seeing  his  broken  heart,  and  hearing  his 
humble  prayers,  opens  for  him  the  arms  of  mercy, 
and  receives  him  into  the  family  of  heaven.  "  My 
son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again  ;  he  was  lost,  and  is 
found."  As  soon  as  he  saw  his  returning  child,  the 
heart  of  the  Father  was  melted  into  compassion,  and 
he  ran  to  embrace  him.  So  far  from  reproaching 
him  for  his  sins  and  ingratitude,  He  will  scarcely 
hear  his  prayers.  And,  though  the  penitent  sinner 
is  utterly  unfit  to  appear  before  a  holy  God,  his  hea- 
venly Father  will  make  him  fit ;  He  will  wash  him 
in  the  fountain  opened  for  sin,  and  clothe  him  in  the 
best  robe  of  salvation  ;  He  will  cleanse  him  in  "  the 
precious  blood  of  Jesus,"  and  robe  him  in  "  the  per- 
fect righteousness  of  Christ."  "  He  will  put  a  ring 
on  his  finger ;"  He  will  bestow  on  him  a  token  of 
his  favour,  and  fill  him  with  a  sense  of  his  love  ;  He 
will  give  him  "  the  spirit  of  adoption,"  and  "  seal 
him  to  the  day  of  redemption."  "  He  will  put  shoes 
on  his  feet,"  and  enable  him  to  "  run  in  the  way  of 
the  divine  commandments."  "  He  will  kill  the  fat- 
ted calf;"  He  will  make  the  penitent  believer  a  joy- 
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ful  partaker  of  the  feast  of  salvation  :  He  will  refresh 
him  with  the  grace  of  his  Spirit,  and  cheer  him  with 
the  hope  of  his  glory.  "  He  will  command  all  His 
house  to  rejoice  ;"  and  there  will  be,  not  only  glad- 
ness among  the  saints  on  earth,  but  joy  among  the 
angels  in  heaven  !  "  For  this  my  son  was  dead,  and 
is  alive  again  ;  he  was  lost,  and  is  found." 

From  this  parable  we  learn, 

1 .   That  men,  who  depart  from  God,  and  live  in 
sin,  are  fools  and  madmen. 

In  the  language  of  Scripture,  sin  is  folly,  and  sin- 
ners are  fools.  The  greatest  sinners  are  the  greatest 
madmen.  They  are  bereft  of  their  understanding  ; 
they  are  deprived  of  their  senses  ;  they  are  beside 
themselves  ;  they  are  out  of  their  minds.  Blind  to 
their  best  interests,  and  regardless  of  their  most  rea- 
sonable obligations,  they  are,  while  living  in  sin, 
madly  destroying  their  own  peace,  and  murdering 
their  own  souls.  Before  the  prodigal  repented  of 
his  folly,  and  returned  to  his  father,  he  came  to  him- 
self;  and  before  a  sinner  repents  of  his  sin,  and  re- 
turns to  his  God,  he  recovers  his  senses  ;  or,  through 
divine  grace,  comes  to  a  right  mind.  When,  how- 
ever, a  sinner  thus  repents  of  sin  and  returns  to  God, 
the  men  of  the  world  will  say  of  him,  that  "  he  is 
beside  himself ;"  or  "  gone  mad."  But  angels,  and 
the  God  of  angels,  know  that  he  is  now  come  to  him- 
self, and  made  wise  to  salvation.  "  For  there  is  joy 
in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  sinner 
that  repenteth." 

And  had  we,  my  brethren,  been  previously  in- 
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formed  that  there  frequently  occurs  on  earth  one 
event,  and  only  one,  which  fills  all  heaven  with  joy  ; 
our  curiosity  would  have  been  excited  to  know  what 
this  event  could  be.*  And  we  should  most  likely 
have  been  disappointed  to  learn  that  it  was  when 
some  poor  man  in  a  hovel,  or  some  sick  man  in  a 
hospital,  or  some  criminal  man  in  a  prison,  was  weep- 
ing for  his  sins,  and  begging  for  mercy,  was  shud- 
dering in  guilt,  and  trembling  at  hell.  Yet,  there  is 
joy  in  the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one 
sinner  that  repenteth. 

Again  : 

From  this  parable  we  learn, 

2.  The  great  love  of  our  heavenly  Father  towards 
returning  sinners. 

The  prodigal  came  to  himself,  and  returned  to  his 
father;  but  when  he  was  yet  a  great  way  off,  his 
father  saw  him  before  he  saw  the  father.  And  while 
he  is  fearing  that  his  father  will  angrily  reject  him, 
his  father  is  gladly  running  to  meet  him.  While  he  is 
expecting  nothing  but  upbraiding  and  reproach  from 
his  father,  he  receives  only  kindness  and  affection. 
While  he  can  aspire  only  to  be  the  lowest  and  the 
least  among  the  servants  of  his  father,  he  is  wel- 
comed as  a  most  beloved  son.  For,  while  a  great 
way  off,  his  father  saw  him,  and  had  compassion  on 
him,  and  ran  and  fell  on  his  neck,  and  kissed  him. 
He  is  brought  home,  clad  in  the  best  robe,  and 
adorned  with  his  father's  own  ring ;  sandals  are  put 
*  Scott's  Sermons,  vol.  iv.  p.  545. 

VOL.  II.  H 
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on  his  feet,  the  fatted  calf  is  killed,  and  the  whole 
house  is  filled  with  joy  and  gladness.  "  For,  this 
my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again ;  he  was  lost, 
and  is  found." 

SUCH  IS  THE  LOVE  OF  OUR  HEAVENLY  FATHER  TO- 
WARDS REPENTING  SINNERS. — The  prodigal  came  to 
himself  and  returned  to  his  father  :  the  sinner  comes 
to  himself,  and  returns  to  his  God.  The  father  saw 
the  prodigal  before  the  prodigal  saw  his  father  : 
God  sees  the  penitent  sinner,  long  before  the  peni- 
tent sinner  can  see  his  God.  God  sees  him  with 
compassion  "  afar  off."  God  hears  the  first  sigh,  and 
the  first  cry  of  a  broken  heart ;  God  sees  the  first 
tear,  and  the  first  step  of  a  returning  penitent.  God 
sees  him  every  step  as  "  he  goes  on  his  way  weeping, 
sowing  the  precious  seed  " — the  seed  of  repentance. 
Though,  in  his  own  estimation,  the  penitent  may  be 
very  far  from  God,  yet  God  all  the  while  is  near  to 
him  and  pities  him.  And  though  he  fears  that  God 
will  justly  reject  him,  God  is  gladly  ready  to  receive 
him.  While  he  expects  only  upbraiding,  and  re- 
proach, and  rejection,  the  penitent  receives  every 
token  of  kindness,  of  love,  and  of  favour.  While,  in 
his  most  hopeful  moments,  he  can  aspire  to  be 
placed  only  among  the  lowest  servants  in  his  father's 
house ;  yet,  being  washed  in  the  blood,  and  clothed 
in  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  he  is  received  gra- 
ciously, and  pardoned  freely  ;  he  is  received  as  a 
child  of  God,  and  welcomed  as  an  heir  of  glory. 
And  the  angels  of  God,  and  the  God  of  angels,  re- 
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joice  over  the  repenting  sinner.  "  For  there  is  joy  in 
the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven  over 
one  sinner  that  repenteth." 

The  penitent  inquirer  leaves  at  once  the  slavery  of 
Satan  and  the  practice  of  sin,  and  in  humility  and 
prayer  returns  to  his  heavenly  Father.  Shame,  how- 
ever, covers  his  face,  guilt  oppresses  his  spirit,  and 
fear  terrifies  his  soul ;  but  he  continues  to  wait  on 
God  in  all  the  means  of  grace,  and  works  of  righte- 
ousness :  and  while  he  thus  waits,  he  needs  never 
despair.  For  "  God  looketh  on  men,  and  if  any 
man  say,  I  have  sinned  and  perverted  that  which 
was  right,  and  it  profited  me  not ;  God  will  deliver 
his  soul  from  going  into  the  pit,  and  his  life  shall  see 
the  light."  The  penitent,  in  returning  to  God,  ob- 
tains more  than  he  expected.  He  comes  for  the 
pardon  of  sin,  and  obtains  the  joy  of  salvation ;  he 
comes  for  deliverance  from  hell,  and  obtains  a  title  to 
heaven. 

About  ninety  years  ago  a  widow  lady  of  rank  in 
London  had  an  only  child,  who  was  the  desire  of 
her  eyes,  and  the  delight  of  her  heart,  and  who,  she 
fondly  hoped,  would  be  the  support  and  comfort  of 
her  declining  years.  But  some  barbarous  wretches 
in  the  shape  of  men,  enticed  her  child  from  her  door 
into  a  secret  place,  and  then  stripped  him  of  his 
costly  garments,  and  sold  him  weeping  to  that  dingy 
class  of  men,  whose  blackness  denotes  their  employ- 
ment. Every  inquiry  was  made,  every  search  was 
instituted,  every  reward  was  proposed  for  the  re- 
covery of  her  lost  child  ;  but  inquiry,  search,  and 
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reward  were  all  in  vain.  And  though  her  days  of 
mourning  still  sadly  continued,  the  mother  began  to 
reckon  her  son  among  the  dead.  Some  years  after, 
a  party  of  these  sooty  characters  came  to  the  lady's 
own  door  to  inquire  for  work ;  when  lo,  amid  this 
sable  group,  the  mother  discovered  her  long  lost 
child.  We  cannot  express,  but  must  leave  you  to 
conceive,  the  transports  of  the  happy  mother.  The 
sooty  blackness  of  her  child's  face  did  not  hinder 
her  warmest  caresses.  The  filthiness  of  his  dingy 
garments  did  not  prevent  her  from  clasping  him  in 
her  arms  and  pressing  him  to  her  breast.  For,  says 
she,  "  This  my  son  was  dead,  and  is  alive  again;  he 
was  lost,  and  is  found." 

With  such  affection  does  our  heavenly  Father 
receive  returning  sinners.  With  such  affection  ? 
Nay,  with  far  greater.  "  Can  a  woman  forget  her 
sucking  child,  that  she  should  not  have  compassion 
on  the  son  of  her  womb  ?  Yea,  she  may  forget ; 
yet  will  I  never  forget  thee."  "  Is  Ephraim  my 
dear  son;  is  he  a  beloved  child?  For,  since  I  spake 
against  him,  I  do  earnestly  remember  him  still.  My 
bowels  are  troubled  for  him  ;  I  will  surely  have 
mercy  upon  him,  saith  the  Lord."  "  Let  the  wicked 
forsake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts ;  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  He 
will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  He 
will  abundantly  pardon." 

The  chief  of  sinners  may  return  to  their  heavenly 
Father,  sure  of  welcome  acceptance  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  However  far  they  may  have  wan- 
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dered  from  God,  or  however  vilely  they  may  have 
sinned  against  Him,  yet  should  they  never  despair 
of  pardon  and  salvation ;  for  the  blood  of  Jesus  can 
cleanse  from  all  sin,  and  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  can 
renew  the  vilest  heart. 

If,  therefore,  any  among  you  are  troubled  on 
account  of  your  sins,  and  despair  of  salvation ;  to 
you  we  say,  be  not  cast  dow'n,  nor  despair;  but  take 
courage.  "  Arise  and  go  to  your  Father ;  He  will 
not  reject  you."  The  Father  of  mercies  will  have 
compassion  upon  you.  He  will  welcome  you  as 
dear  children  unto  Himself,  and  receive  you  as 
beloved  sons  into  His  family ;  and  there  shall  be 
again  great  joy  in  heaven  over  repentant  sinners. 
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SERMON  VIII. 

THE  LOVE  OF  GOD. 
JOHN  iii.  16. 

God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him 
should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life. 

THESE  words  are  a  summary  of  Christianity,  a 
brief  but  full  description  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 
They  describe  the  source,  the  means,  the  end  of  sal- 
vation. The  source  of  salvation  is  the  love  of  God; 
the  means  of  salvation  is  faith  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  the 
end  of  salvation  is  eternal  life  in  heaven.  "  For 
God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only  be- 
gotten Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  should 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life." 

From  the  text  we  learn  three  things, 

I.  We  are  by  nature  in  a  perishing  state. 

II.  We  can  be  saved  only  by  Jesus  Christ. 

III.  We  owe  Jesus  Christ  to  the  love  of  God. 
These  three  things  will  be  the  subjects  of  the  fol- 
lowing discourse : 
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I.    WE  ARE  BY  NATURE   IN  A  PERISHING  STATE. 

The  words,  "  should  not  perish,"  in  the  text,  in- 
timate our  state  by  nature  ;  and  by  nature  we  are 
corrupt,  sinful,  helpless,  and  perishing  creatures.  God 
indeed,  created  Adam  upright,  happy,  and  immortal, 
the  image  of  Himself,  the  image  of  His  own  holi- 
ness, goodness,  and  eternity  ;  but  Adam,*  by  trans- 
gressing the  divine  command,  lost  the  image  and 
the  favour  of  God;  and  now  all  his  offspring,  of 
woman  born,  are  born  in  his  image,  born  in  sin, 
liable  to  perish  for  ever.  "  For  who  can  bring  a 
clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean  ?  Or,  how  can  he  be 
clean,  who  is  born  of  a  woman  ?"  In  our  flesh 
now  dwelleth  no  good  thing ;  but  sin  dwelleth  in 
us.  "  Our  nature  is  corrupt ;  our  carnal  mind  is 
enmity  against  God ;  our  heart  is  desperately 
wicked ;  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  the 
heart  is  only  and  continually  evil." 

Further: 

We  are  not  only  born  in  sin,  and  the  children  of 
wrath,  but  through  the  corruption  of  our  nature,  or 
the  wickedness  of  our  hearts,  have  all  sinned,  and 
come  short  of  the  glory  of  God.  "  There  is  no  man 
that  doeth  good  and  sinneth  not."  "  There  is  none 

*  "  Adam,"  says  our  Church,  "  by  his  fall,  instead  of  the 
image  of  God,  became  the  image  of  the  devil ;  instead  of  the 
citizen  of  heaven,  became  the  bond-slave  of  hell ;  having  in 
himself  no  part  of  his  former  purity,  but  being  altogether 
defiled,  he  seemed  only  a  mass  of  sin ;  and  therefore  was,  by 
the  just  judgment  of  God,  condemned  to  everlasting  death." — 
Homily,  for  the  Nativity,  p.  372.  8vo. 
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righteous,  no,  not  one."  "  If  we  say,"  therefore, 
"  that  we  have  no  sin"  in  our  nature,  "  we  deceive 
ourselves,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us."  "  If  we  say 
that  we  have  not  sinned"  in  our  practice,  "  we  make 
God  a  liar,  and  His  word  is  not  in  us."  Now,  "  the 
soul  that  sinneth  shall  die ;  the  wages  of  sin  is 
death." 

As,  therefore,  we  can  neither  change  our  nature, 
nor  atone  for  our  sins,  can  neither  obtain  a  meet- 
ness  for  a  holy  heaven,  nor  a  title  to  eternal  life,  we 
must}  if  left  to  ourselves,  eternally  perish.  And 
to  perish  eternally,  signifies  not  merely  mental 
misery  and  bodily  death,  it  does  not  signify  the  ex- 
tinction of  being,  or  a  return  to  nothing ;  but  it 
signifies  the  everlasting  punishment  of  sin.,  banish- 
ment from  the  presence  of  God,  and  the  torment 
and  misery  of  body  and  soul  in  hell  for  ever.  Born, 
therefore,  as  we  are  in  sin,  and  sinful  as  we  are  in 
practice,  we  must  both  by  nature  and  conduct  be  in 
a  perishing  state.  But,  God  is  love ;  God  is  not 
willing  that  any  man  should  perish,  but  desires  that 
all  men  should  be  saved ;  and  that  we  might  not 
perish,  He  has,  in  boundless  love  to  our  souls,  given 
us  His  only  begotten  Son  ! 

For, 

II.    WE  CAN  BE  SAVED  ONLY  BY  JESUS  CHRIST. 

"  Whosoever  believeth  in  Him  shall  not  perish." 
1.   "  Other  name  is   not  given  under  heaven,   by 
which  we  can  be  saved,  than  the  name  of  Jesus" 
And  Jesus  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  "  and 
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casts  out  none  that  come  to  Him  for  salvation." 
For  He  willingly  died  for  all;  His  grace  is 
abundantly  sufficient  for  all ;  His  salvation  is  freely 
offered  to  all ;  and  all  are  earnestly  invited  to  re- 
ceive it.  "  Look  unto  Me,"  He  cries,  "  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  saved."  For  there  is  no 
sinner,  however  vile,  whom  His  mercy  will  not 
receive ;  no  sin,  however  aggravated,  which  His 
blood  cannot  pardon ;  no  heart,  however  wicked, 
which  His  Spirit  cannot  renew ;  no  life,  however 
sinful,  which  His  grace  cannot  reform ;  no  believer, 
however  weak  in  the  faith,  whom  His  merits  cannot 
enthrone  in  glory.  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  and  the 
all-sufficient  Saviour,  whom  God  has  given  to  man- 
kind. 

For,  again: 

2.  All  men  may  believe  in  Jesus  Christ. 
"  This  is  the  commandment  of  God,  that  we  be- 
lieve in  the  name  of  His  Son."  And,  "  Come  unto 
Me,"  says  the  Son,  "  all  ye  who  are  weary  and 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest."  "  Him  that 
cometh  unto  Me,"  whoever  he  may  be,  however  or 
whenever  he  may  come,  "  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out." 
"  If  any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  unto  Me  and  drink." 
"  Ho,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  to  the  waters.'' 
"  And  the  Spirit,  and  the  bride  say  come  ;  and  let 
him  that  is  athirst  come;  and  whosoever  will,  let 
him  take  of  the  waters  of  life  freely."  All  men  are 
commanded  to  believe  in  Christ ;  all  men,  therefore, 
who  do  believe  in  Him,  may  believe  in  Him ;  and 
all  who  do  believe  in  Him,  shall  never  perish. 
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For  there  is  no  difference  with  Christ  between  the 
Jew  and  the  Greek ;  but  the  same  Lord  over  all  is 
rich  unto  all  who  call  upon  Him  ;  and  all  who  call 
upon  Him  shall  be  saved.  For  God  did  not  give 
His  Son  out  of  love  to  a  particular  nation,  but  out 
of  love  to  all  the  world ;  nor  did  His  Son  assume 
the  nature  of  particular  men,  but  the  nature  of  all 
mankind  ;  whoever,  therefore,  lives  in  the  world, 
which  God  loved,  and  partakes  of  the  nature  which 
His  Son  assumed,  may  come  to  Him  for  salvation. 
There  is  no  sin  of  exclusion,  no  limitation  of  mercy, 
no  exception  of  person  ;  but  "  WHOSOEVER"  cometh 
to  Christ,  or  WHOSOEVER  "  believeth  in  Him,  shall 
never  perish." 

But  this  faith  or  belief  in  Christ  is  not  through  the 
work  or  the  worthiness  of  man ;  it  neither  proceeds 
from  human  power,  nor  admits  of  human  merit;  but 
it  is  "  the  gift  of  God"  to  a  penitent  sinner,  and 
"  the  work  of  His  Spirit"  in  a  praying  heart.  "  This 
is  the  work  of  God,"  says  our  Lord,  "  that  ye  believe 
in  Him,  whom  He  has  sent."  And,  "  Ye  believe  in 
Christ,"  writes  St.  Luke,  "  through  the  grace"  of 
the  Spirit.  And,  "  To  you,"  adds  St.  Paul,  "  it  is 
given"  from  heaven  "  to  believe."  But,  "  Ask,  and 
ye  shall  have ;  seek,  and  ye  shall  find.  For  God 
will  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  all  who  ask."  Faith  in 
Christ  implies  that,  through  the  conviction  of  the 
Spirit,  we  feel  ourselves  to  be  perishing  sinners, 
and  that  we  rely  on  Christ  alone  for  salvation ;  it 
implies  that  by  the  teaching  of  the  same  Spirit  we 
have  learnt  that  all  the  riches  of  grace  are  treasured 
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up  in  the  person,  and  all  the  perfections  of  God 
displayed  in  the  work  of  Christ ;  that  "  He  of  God 
is  made  unto  us  wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and 
sanctification,  and  redemption ;"  that  nothing  but 
His  blood  can  pardon  our  sins,  nothing  but  His 
Spirit  can  renew  our  hearts,  nothing  but  His  righte- 
ousness can  justify  our  souls,  nothing  but  His  grace 
can  sanctify  our  lives,  nothing  but  His  merits  can 
entitle  us  to  eternal  life  in  heaven.  Believers  in 
Christ  are  born  of  God,  and  become  new  creatures; 
"  they  are  justified"  by  faith  "  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus;"  "  they  are  sanctified"  in  the  heart  and 
life  "  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God."  Faith  in  Christ 
through  the  Word  and  Spirit  of  God,  purifies  their 
hearts  and  works  by  love,  and  overcomes  the  world, 
and  resists  the  devil,  and  brings  forth  the  fruits  of 
righteousness.  And,  "  being  made  free  from  sin, 
and  become  servants  unto  God,  they  have  their  fruit 
unto  holiness,  and  their  end  everlasting  life." 
For, 

3.  "  Believers  in  Christ  shall  never  perish" 
They  shall  not  be  condemned  with  the  unbe- 
lieving, nor  be  banished  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord.  They  shall  not  be  lost,  ruined,  undone  for 
ever.  They  shall  not  be  cast  body  and  soul  into 
hell.  They  shall  not  feel  the  gnawings  of  the  worm 
which  never  dies,  nor  the  scorchings  of  the  fire 
which  is  never  extinguished.  They  shall  never 
perish ;  they  shall  escape  the  bitter  pains  of  eternal 
death,  and  shall  obtain  the  perfect  joys  of  eternal 
life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Jesus  Christ  is 
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the  only  Saviour;  all  men  may  believe  in  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  whosoever  believeth  in  Him,  shall  not 
perish  ;  "  for  God  sent  not  His  Son  into  the  world  to 
condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  through  Him 
might  be  saved." 

III.  WE  OWE  JESUS  CHRIST  TO  THE  LOVE  OF  GOD. 
1.  Adore,  first,  THE  BEING  by  whom  this  love  was 
manifested. 

IT  WAS  GOD,  even  the  most  high  God,  the  all-wise, 
the  all-mighty,  the  all-sufficient,  the  eternal  God,  who 
so  loved  the  world.      The  coming  of  Christ  into  the 
world,  we  may  therefore  remark,  was  not  the  cause  of 
the  love  of  God  to  mankind,  but  the  love  of  God  to 
mankind  was  the  cause  of  Christ's  coming  into  the 
world.  And  we  remark  again,  that  as  the  Three  Divine 
Persons  are  one  in  essence,  they  are  one  in  love ;  so 
that   Father,    Son,   and    Spirit,    equally   loved    the 
world.     Every   morsel  of  bread,    every  thread    of 
clothing,   every  atom  of  wealth,   every  moment  of 
health,  every  pulse  of  life,  every  breath  of  being,  is 
an  evidence  of  the  love  of  God  ;  but  the  great  mani- 
festation of  His  love  is  the  riches  of  His  kindness  in 
giving  us  His  Son.     "  In  this  was  manifested,"  says 
the  apostle,  "  the  love  of  God,  because  He  sent  his 
Son  into  the  world."     In  creation  God  showed  His 
wisdom  and  His  power  ;  but  in  redemption  he  mani- 
fested' His  kindness  and  His  love.  "  In  this,"  we  re- 
peat with  the  apostle,  "  was  manifested  the  love  of 
God,  because  He  sent  His  only  begotten  Son  into 
the  world,  that  we  might  live  through  Him." 

The  love  of  God  was  altogether  unmerited.    It  was 
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not  because  we  had  shown  love  to  God,  or  had  me- 
rited His  love  to  us ;  but  it  was  out  of  the  love  of 
His  own  heart,  that  He  gave  His  Son  to  die  for  us. 
"  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that 
He  loved  us,  and  sent  His  Son  to  be  the  propitiation 
for  our  sins."  (1  John  iv.  9,  10.)  There  was  nothing 
in  our  nature  or  in  our  conduct  to  attract  the  love  of 
God,  but  everything  to  repel  it ; — we  were  sinners 
and  enemies,  yet  He  loved  us. 

The  love  of  God  was  entirely  unsolicited.  All  our 
affections  were  estranged  from  Him,  and  fixed  on  His 
enemies ;  we  neither  sought  His  face,  nor  desired 
His  favour  ;  yet,  even  then  He  loved  us.  He  remem- 
bered us,  when  we  forgot  Him  ;  He  loved  us,  when 
we  hated  Him  ;  He  sent  His  Son  to  die  for  us,  when 
we  were  in  rebellion  against  Him.  He  had  no  in- 
ducement from  without  to  love  us  ;  all  His  motives 
were  found  in  His  own  bosom.  The  display  of  His 
love  to  the  universe  was  the  reason  of  its  manifesta- 
tion, and  the  exercise  of  it  was  His  delight.  His 
love  was  the  love  of  pity,  and  the  love  of  love.  He 
loved  us,  as  Himself  speaks,  "  because  He  loved 

5> 

US. 

The  love  of  God  was  perfectly  free.  He  remem- 
bered us,  when  He  might  have  forgotten  us  ;  He 
loved  us,  when  He  might  have  hated  us  ;  He  sent 
His  Son  to  die  for  our  sins,  when  He  might  have  left 
us  to  perish.  All  creatures  in  all  worlds  are  His ; 
and  we  know  that  other  creatures  in  another  world 
are  fallen  from  their  high  estate ;  but  God  showed 
His  love  in  sending  His  Son  to  redeem  not  fallen 
angels,  but  fallen  men.  Happy  and  glorious  would 
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God  have  been,  if  no  creatures  had  ever  existed  ; 
happy  and  glorious  would  He  remain,  if  all  crea- 
tures were  destroyed.  But  though  independent  of 
all  creatures,  yet  He  loved  fallen  men  ;  He  loved  us ; 
and  He  so  loved  us  as  to  give  us  His  Son.  0  how 
wonderful  is  His  love  ! 

Let  us,  secondly, 

2.  Consider  THE  OBJECT  on  which  this  love  was 
fixed. 

THAT  OBJECT  WAS  THE  WORLD.  God  loved  the 
world,  the  whole  world,  the  whole  wicked  world, 
when  perishing  in  its  sin.  God  loved  the  Jews  and 
the  Gentiles,  or  the  whole  race  of  mankind.  He 
loved  all  individuals,  all  families,  all  tribes,  all  nations, 
at  all  times,  and  in  all  places  of  the  world.  For  when 
"  all  men,  like  lost  sheep,  had  gone  astray,  the  Lord 
laid  on  His  Son  the  iniquities  of  us  all."  "  When  the 
whole  world  lay  in  wickedness,"  "  God  sent  His  Son 
to  be  the  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole 
world."  God  loved  those,  who,  so  far  from  deserving 
the  brightest  manifestation  of  His  love,  deserved  the 
blackest  visitation  of  His  vengeance.  We  were  fallen 
creatures, — in  our  nature  inclined  to  evil,  in  our 
practice  far  gone  from  original  righteousness.  As 
sinners,  we  are  guilty  before  God ;  as  guilty  before 
Him,  we  are  under  condemnation ;  as  under  con- 
demnation, we  are  liable  to  punishment ;  and  the 
punishment  to  which  we  are  liable,  is  eternal  punish- 
ment in  hell.  But,  still  God  loved  the  world,  and  so 
loved  the  world,  as  to  send  His  Son  to  die  for  our 
sins.  And  Christ  died  for  all  the  sins  of  all  mankind 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  world.  Though 
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we  had  defied  His  power,  and  challenged  His  jus- 
tice ;  though  we  had  rejected  His  authority,  and 
broken  His  laws ;  though  we  had  abused  His  mer- 
cies, and  grieved  His  Spirit — "  yet  he  commended 
His  love  towards  us  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sin- 
ners Christ  died  for  us."  (Rom.  v.  8.) 

But,  further  ;  let  us,  thirdly, 

3.  Honour  THE  GIFT  which  this  love  bestowed. 

God  gave  not  an  angel  nor  a  creature,  but  the 
Lord  of  all  angels,  and  of  all  creatures  :  HE  GAVE 
HIS  ONLY  BEGOTTEN  SON.  Jesus  Christ,  however,  is 
not  the  Son  of  God  by  creation,  for  He  was  never 
created  ;  nor  by  adoption,  for  He  was  never  an 
alien ;  but  by  eternal  generation  He  is,  so  the  Son, 
as  to  be  the  equal  of  God, — "  the  brightness  of  the 
Father's  glory,  and  the  express  image  of  His  per- 
son." "  He  is  very  God  of  very  God  ;"  "  God  over 
all  blessed  for  ever."  If,  therefore,  ten  thousand 
worlds  like  our  own  had  been  offered  in  sacrifice  to 
God  ;  or  if  all  the  angels  of  light  had  been  sacrificed 
on  the  altars  of  heaven,  it  would  not  have  been  so 
great  a  gift  as  the  sacrifice  of  His  Son.  The  love  of 
God  to  mankind  can  be  measured  only  by  the  gift  of 
His  Son ;  but  neither  men  in  time,  nor  angels 
through  eternity,  can  measure  the  extent  of  this 
love,  or  compute  the  value  of  this  gift ;  both  are  un- 
speakable. Never  could  it  have  entered  the  mind 
of  a  creature  that  the  Eternal  Father  should  give 
His  Eternal  Son  to  die  for  the  sins  of  the  world ;  but 
it  did  enter  the  mind  of  God  ;  and  God  so  loved  the 
world,  that  He  gave  His  beloved  Son  to  die  for  sin- 
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ners.  A  less  gift  would  not  have  sufficed  for  our  re- 
lief, and  a  greater  gift  God  could  not  bestow.  Hea- 
ven could  not  furnish  a  richer  gift ;  His  love  could 
not  further  go  ;  in  giving  His  Son,  therefore,  He 
showed  the  utmost  limit  of  His  love,  and  emptied 
the  treasury  of  heaven. 

But,  how  did  God  give  His  Son  ?    Did  God  send 

'  O 

Him  as  an  angel  armed  with  divine  powers,  and  clad 
in  heavenly  splendours  ?  God  sent  Him  in  mortal 
guise,  a  man,  like  ourselves.  But,  though  God  sent 
Him,  as  a  man,  did  He  not  send  Him  as  a  man  of 
rank,  a  prince,  or  a  king  ?  God  sent  Him  without 
rank  or  distinction.  But,  though  God  sent  Him 
without  distinction  or  rank,  did  He  not  send  Him  in 
a  state  of  ease  and  competence  ?  His  Son  was  born 
in  a  stable,  and  laid  in  a  manger ;  through  life  He 
was  oppressed  by  labour,  acquainted  with  grief,  and 
despised  by  men.  But,  though  His  life  was  labour, 
and  sorrow,  and  reproach,  was  not  his  death  honour- 
able and  happy  ?  His  death  was  disgrace  and  agony. 
He  was  crucified  between  two  thieves  ;  He  was  tor- 
tured many  hours  on  the  cross ;  and  He  expired, 
complaining,  "  My  God,  my  God !  why  hast  Thou 
forsaken  me  ?"  Thus  the  Father  gave  His  Son- 
gave  Him  from  His  heaven,  from  His  throne,  from 
His  bosom, — gave  Him  to  the  death  of  the  cross. 
The  universe,  with  all  its  glory,  is  not  worth  one  tear 
or  one  sigh  of  the  Son  of  God ;  and  God  gave  not 
only  the  sighs  and  the  tears,  but  the  life's  blood  of 
His  Son  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  the  world.  God 
gave  His  only-begotten  Son  not  only  to  teach  us  by 
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His  wisdom,  and  to  guide  us  by  His  example ;  but 
to  redeem  us  by  His  blood.  A  price  less  than  His 
blood  could  neither  redeem  our  souls  from  the  eter- 
nal pains  of  hell,  nor  purchase  the  eternal  joys  of 
heaven  for  our  souls.  But,  "  Hereby  perceive  we 
the  love  of  God,  because  His  Son  laid  down  His  life 
for  us."  The  Son  of  God,  however,  was  a  willing 
sacrifice.  "  He  gave  Himself  for  our  sins."  (Gal.  i. 
4.)  "  He  gave  Himself  freely."  "  He  gave  Himself 
a  ransom  for  all."  "  Lo  !  I  come  !"  he  cries,  "  delight- 
ing to  do  Thy  will,  0  God  !"  "  For  no  man  taketh 
away  my  life,  but  I  lay  it  down  of  myself.  I  have 
power  to  lay  it  down,  and  I  have  power  to  take  it 
again."  Thus,  as  before  remarked,  the  only-begot- 
ten Son,  as  well  as  the  eternal  Father,  loved  us, 
and  shed  His  blood  to  atone  for  our  sins.  And 
"  to  Him  who  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our 
sins  in  His  own  blood,  be  glory  and  dominion  for 
ever  and  ever." 

Again  :  let  us,  fourthly, 

4.    Contemplate  THE  END  which  this  love  attained. 

THIS  END  IS  EVERLASTING  LIFE.       JeSUS  WCpt,  that 

we  might  smile ;  He  became  poor,  that  we  might 
be  made  rich ;  He  descended  to  shame,  that  we 
might  rise  to  glory ;  He  died,  that  we  might  live  for 
ever.  "  Whosoever  believeth  in  Him  shall  have 
everlasting  life."  This  everlasting  life  has  a  begin- 
ning in  the  present  state.  Believers  are  united  by 
the  Spirit  to  Christ,  as  the  grafted  branch  is  united 
to  the  vine ;  and  from  this  union  they  obtain  spiri- 
tual life  to  their  souls.  This  spiritual  life  in  the  soul 
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differs  only  in  degree  from  eternal  life  in  heaven. 
Spiritual  life  is  eternal  life  begun ;  eternal  life  is 
spiritual  life  completed.  But  as  a  proof  of  union 
with  Christ,  and  as  a  manifestation  of  spiritual  life  to 
the  world,  believers  in  Christ  ever  rise  in  practice 
from  the  death  of  sin  to  the  life  of  righteousness. 
They  live  in  holiness,  and  they  live  to  God,  and  this 
only  is  life.  Wicked  men  exist ;  holy  Christians 
live.  The  consecration  of  the  whole  life  to  true  holi- 
ness, the  delight  of  the  whole  heart  in  divine  wor- 
ship, the  communion  of  the  renewed  soul  with  the 
Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Spirit — the  peace  of 
God,  the  favour  of  the  Lord,  the  comfort  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  the  victory  over  death,  the  hope  of  glory — 
this  is  life,  this  is  spiritual  life,  this  is  the  life  of  be- 
lievers in  Christ,  the  beginning  and  foretaste  of  end- 
less life  in  heaven.  "  He  that  believeth  on  Me," 
says  the  Son  of  God,  "  HATH  eternal  life ;"  he  hath 
it  now,  and  he  shall  have  it  for  ever. 

Believers  in  Christ,  like  other  men,  must  die,  and 
lie  in  the  dust ;  but  Jesus,  in  the  last  day,  will  raise 
their  bodies  immortal  from  the  grave,  and  bring  their 
souls  rejoicing  from  paradise,  that,  being  glorified 
in  body  and  soul,  they  may  obtain  eternal  life  in 
heaven.  "  God  will  then  wipe  all  tears  from  their 
eyes,  and  the  Lamb  will  lead  them  to  living  foun- 
tains of  waters."  Error  shall  not  mislead,  nor  weari- 
ness oppress,  nor  sinners  disturb,  nor  Satan  tempt, 
nor  sorrow  grieve,  nor  sickness  attack,  nor  death 
alarm  !  The  glorified  saints  will,  in  their  capacities 
and  faculties,  be  equal  to  the  angels  of  God  ;  every 
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faculty  will  be  employed  in  the  service,  and  every 
capacity  filled  with  the  joy  of  their  Lord.  They 
will  have  the  open  vision  of  the  glorified  Redeemer, 
and  the  full  fruition  of  the  eternal  God.  They 
shall  see  Him  as  He  is,  and  know  Him  as  they  are 
known  !  There  wilt  be  no  intermission  in  their 
service,  no  stop  in  their  song,  no  pause  in  their 
bliss !  They  will  ever  serve  God  in  His  temple, 
and  ever  rejoice  before  His  throne !  This,  my 
brethren,  is  life ;  this  is  the  life  of  the  saints ;  and 
this  life  of  the  saints  will  be  eternal ;  it  will  be  a 
happiness  without  mixture,  without  interruption, 
and  without  end.  "  They  shall  have  everlast- 
ing life  !"  "  Their  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God," 
and  "  because  He  lives,  they  shall  live  also."  They 
shall  abide  in  a  continuing  city,  and  dwell  in  an 
"  everlasting  habitation" — in  "  a  house  not  made 
with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens !"  Their  king- 
dom will  be  everlasting,  their  throne  immoveable, 
their  crown  unfading,  their  riches  incorruptible, 
their  glory  eternal !  Freed,  as  we  have  said,  from 
the  possibility  of  all  evil,  possessed  of  angelic  capa- 
cities, and  filled  with  all  conceivable  and  all  incon- 
ceivable bliss,  they  will  live  through  eternity  in 
communion  with  God  and  the  Lamb !  This,  my 
brethren,  is  everlasting  life  !  This  is  everlasting  life 
in  heaven ! 

Such,  then,  is  THE  BEING,  by  whom  this  love 
was  manifested ;  such  is  THE  OBJECT  on  which  this 
love  was  fixed ;  such  is  THE  GIFT  which  this  love 
bestowed ;  such  is  THE  END  which  this  love  attained  ! 

12 
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In  such  a  manner  has  God  manifested  His  love  to 
mankind  ;  God  has  so  loved  the  world  !  He  has  so 
tenderly,  so  greatly,  so  strongly,  so  freely,  so  richly, 
loved  the  world,  that  no  created  mind  can  conceive 
the  freedom,  the  tenderness,  the  greatness,  the 
strength,  or  the  riches,  of  His  love.  God  has  not 
so  loved  any  other  order  of  beings  as  He  has  loved 
mankind  !  He  has  not  so  displayed  His  wisdom, 
nor  so  exerted  His  power,  as  He  has  manifested  His 
love  to  a  perishing  world  !  His  wisdom  might  be 
further  displayed,  and  His  power  might  be  further 
exerted,  but  His  love  could  not  be  further  mani- 
fested than  in  giving  His  Son  for  the  redemption  of 
sinners  !  God  has  so  loved  the  world,  that  His  love 
cannot  be  told ;  the  Son  of  God  Himself  does  not 
tell  it,  but,  putting  an  infinity  of  meaning  in  the 
word  "  so,"  He  leaves  it  for  the  everlasting  study  of 
saints  and  angels :  but  the  everlasting  study  of  saints 
and  angels  will  not  be  able  to  comprehend  this  mys- 
tery of  love,  or  to  conceive  the  kindness  of  God  to 
mankind  !  "  God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave 
His  only-begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
Him  might  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life  !" 

1.  And,   now,  my  brethren,  in  conclusion,   who 

desires  not  to  escape  eternal  perdition ;  who  desires 

not  to  avoid  the  bitter  pains  of  eternal  death  in  hell  ? 

Who  wishes  not  for  everlasting  life  ;  who  wishes  not 

for  perfect  and  endless  happiness  in  heaven  ? 

But,  allow  me,  brethren,  to  inquire,  "  Have  you, 
through  the  conviction  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  felt  your 
perishing  state  by  nature,  and  through  the  power 
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of  His  grace,  believed  on  Christ  for x  salvation  ? 
Through  His  blood,  and  righteousness,  and  Spirit, 
have  your  sins  been  forgiven,  your  souls  justified, 
and  your  hearts  renewed  ?  Has  the  Eternal  Spirit 
made  you,  once  dead  in  sin,  alive  to  God,  by  com- 
municating spiritual  life  to  your  souls  ;  and  are  you 
now  living  by  faith  in  holiness  to  His  glory  ?"  Can 
you  say  with  the  Apostle,  "  I  am  crucified  with 
Christ ;  nevertheless  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ 
liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the 
flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me  and  gave  Himself  for  me  ?" 

2.  Hope  not,  brethren,  for  everlasting  life  hereafter, 
unless  ye  now  have  spiritual  life  in  your  souls  ! 

Presume  not  on  spiritual  life  in  your  souls,  unless 
through  grace  you  have  believed  on  Christ  Jesus  ! 
Pretend  not  to  faith  in  Jesus  Christ,  unless  in  your 
life  you  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness  !  And, 
however  abundant  may  be  your  fruits  of  righteous- 
ness, however  strong  may  be  your  faith,  however 
manifest  your  spiritual  life,  yet  expect  not  eternal 
life  in  heaven,  but  only  as  a  free  gift  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  ! 

3.  Oh  !  that  you,  who  hear  the  Truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,  and  yet  live  in  sin,  would  consider  the  love  of 
God  in  giving  His  Son  ! 

You  are  now  in  a  perishing  state,  and  Christ  Jesus 
is  the  only  Saviour.  The  God  of  love  now  intreats 
you  to  believe  in  His  Son,  and  we  beseech  you,  by 
the  love  of  God,  to  yield  to  His  intreaties  !  0  sub- 
mit to  the  sceptre  of  His  love  before  He  smite  with 
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the  rod  of  his  anger  !  "  For  as  justice  did  not  pre- 
vent His  mercy  from  sending  His  Son  to  save  peni- 
tent believers,  neither  will  His  mercy  prevent  His 
justice  from  destroying  incorrigible  sinners."  How 
terrible  are  the  words  of  God  to  those  who  hear  the 
truth  and  believe  not,  but  live  in  sin. — "  He  that 
believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life ;  and  he 
that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not  see  life ;  but  the 
wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him  !"  Again  :  "He 
that  believeth  on  the  Son  is  not  condemned,  but 
He  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already,  be- 
cause he  believeth  not  in  the  name  of  the  only-begot- 
ten Son  of  God  !"  And  again  :  "He  that  believeth 
shall  be  saved ;  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be 
damned  !"  Finally :  "  They  all  shall  be  damned 
who  believe  not  the  truth,  but  have  pleasure  in  un- 
righteousness !"  To  hear  these  words  of  God  makes 
the  ears  tingle,  and  the  heart  shake;  but,  O  what 
will  it  be  to  taste  eternal  death  in  hell,  or  to  feel  the 
stings  of  damnation  for  ever  and  ever!  And,  my 
brethren,  if  God  has  so  loved  the  world  as  to  give  us 
His  Son ;  and  if  the  Son  has  so  loved  us  as  to  die 
for  our  sins  on  the  cross;  what  do  those  persons 
deserve  who  despise  the  love  of  God,  and  trample 
on  the  blood  of  His  Son  ?  0  !  ye  thoughtless  sin- 
ners, who  hitherto  have  not  received  Jesus  Christ, 
pause  in  your  career,  and  ponder  your  ways;  re- 
pent of  your  sins,  and  pray  for  salvation  :  believe  in 
Christ,  and  live  for  ever  ! 

4.  For  the  love  of  God  in  sending  His  Son  is 
glad  tidings  to  perishing  sinners  ! 
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Can  God  give  a  greater  proof  of  His  love  to  us 
than  His  only-begotten  Son  ?  Can  you  desire  any 
other  Saviour  than  Christ  crucified  ?  Is  He  not 
able  to  save  to  the  uttermost;  and  will  He  not 
receive  all  who  come  to  Him  for  salvation  ?  Cannot 
His  blood  cleanse  from  sin  ?  Cannot  His  righteous- 
ness justify  the  soul  ?  Cannot  His  Spirit  give  spiri- 
tual life  to  the  believer  ?  Cannot  His  merits  entitle 
every  believer  to  everlasting  life  in  heaven  ?  "Verily, 
whosoever  believeth  in  Him  shall  have  everlasting 
life  !"  But,  you  say,  "  I  am  a  creature  so  corrupt 
and  sinful,  that  I  cannot  have  an  interest  in  Christ." 
But,  dost  thou  not  partake  of  the  nature  in  which 
Christ  died  ?  Dost  thou  not  live  in  the  world  for 
which  He  shed  His  blood  ?  Did  He  not  come  into 
the  world  to  save  sinners  ?  Did  He  not  taste  of 
death  for  every  man  ?  But  again  you  say,  "  I  am 
so  unworthy  !"  More  unworthy,  doubtless,  than 
thou  canst  possibly  conceive,  but  thy  unworthi- 
ness  did  not  prevent  God  from  sending  His  Son,  nor 
prevent  the  Son  from  dying  for  thy  sins,  nor  will 
it  prevent  thy  salvation  !  "  Christ  Jesus  came  into 
the  world  to  save  sinners ;  this  faithful  saying  is 
worthy  of  all  acceptation ;  it  is,  therefore,  worthy  of 
thine !"  Be  encouraged,  then,  ye  penitents,  to  be- 
lieve in  Christ  Jesus  !  Believe  in  Him  now,  and  he 
will  save  you  for  ever  !  He  will  never  leave  those 
who  believe  in  Him.  "  For,  if  when  ye  were  ene- 
mies, ye  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  His 
Son,  much  more,  being  reconciled,  shall  ye  be  saved 
by  His  life  f 
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Finally  : 

5.   God  has  so  loved  us,  that  He  gave  His  only 
begotten  Son ! 

"  If  God,  my  brethren,  so  loved  us,  we  ought  also 
to  love  God.      And  this  is  the  love  of  God" — this  is 
the  evidence  of  our  love  of  God — "  that  we  keep 
His  commandments."     And,  if  from  the  love  of  God 
we  keep  His  commandments,  we  shall  keep  them  all, 
and  keep  them  always,  and  keep  them  with  all  our  heart. 
But,  "  If  we  thus  love  God,  we  shall  feel  that  we  love 
Him  because  He  first  loved  us ;  and  if  we  thus  love 
God,  we  shall  also  love  one  another."      For  they 
who  love  not  one  another,  know  not  the  love  of  God  ; 
for  God  is  love !     Saved  by  the  same  divine  love, 
and  redeemed  by  the  same  precious  blood,  and  sanc- 
tified by  the  same  eternal  Spirit,  ye  are  all  brethren 
in  Christ  Jesus,  and  will  fervently  love  one  another 
out  of  a  pure  heart ;  ye  will  "  love  one  another  not 
in  word  and  tongue  only,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth." 
Thus  loving  one  another,  God  dwelleth  in  you,  and 
you  in  God  ;  His  love  is  now  made  perfect  in  your 
hearts,  and  hereafter  you  shall  be  made  perfect  in 
love  in  His  everlasting  kingdom  ! 
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SERMON  IX. 

THE  PRINCIPLE,  THE  PRACTICE, 
AND  THE  PRIVILEGE  OF  THE  TRUE  CHRISTIAN. 

JOHN  xiv.  23. 

Jesus  said,  If  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words ; 
and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come 
unto  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him. 

TRUE  religion  is  a  personal  and  practical  thing  : 
it  is  a  divine  and  spiritual  reality  ;  it  is  a  mysterious 
but  actual  intercourse  between  the  soul  of  the  be- 
liever, and  the  Trinity  in  Unity.  "  He  that  hath 
my  commandments,  and  keepeth  them,"  says  our 
Lord,  "  he  it  is  that  loveth  me  :  and  he  that  loveth 
me  shall  be  loved  of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him, 
and  will  manifest  myself  unto  him."  "  Lord,"  in- 
quires one  of  his  disciples,  "  Lord,  how  is  it  that 
thou  wilt  manifest  thyself  unto  us,  and  not  unto 
the  world  ?"  Jesus  answered  him,  and  said,  "  If  a 
man  love  me;  he  will  keep  my  words  :  and  my 
Father  will  love  him  ;  and  we  will  come  unto  him, 
and  make  our  abode  with  him." 
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These  words  indicate  the  Principle,  the  Practice, 
and  the  Privilege  of  the  Christian  believer. 
Let  us,  then,  consider, 

I.  THE  PRINCIPLE  OF  THE  TRUE  CHRISTIAN. 

It  is  the  love  of  Christ.  "  If,"  says  Christ,  "  a 
man  love  me." 

1.  "  Hereby  perceive  we  the  love  of  God,  because 
He  laid  down  His  life  for  us" 

"  He  loved  us,  and  gave  Himself  a  sacrifice  and 
an  offering  to  God."  "  He  loved  us,  and  washed  us 
from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood."  And,  "  We  love 
Him,  because  He  first  loved  us."  (1  John  iii.  xvi. ; 
Eph.  v.  2. ;  Rev.  i.  5. ;  1  John  iv.  9,  10.)  Christ  cruci- 
fied is  the  only  object  of  supreme  love  to  the  chris- 
tian  believer ;  for,  Christ  Jesus,  uniting  in  His  won- 
drous person  all  the  graces  of  perfect  humanity,  and 
all  the  glories  of  eternal  divinity,  is  in  Himself  the 
most  lovely  and  desirable  Being  in  the  universe.  If 
we  consider  what  Christ  has  done,  what  He  is  now 
doing,  and  what  He  has  promised  to  do  for  us, — we 
must  confess  that  it  is  most  reasonable  to  love  Him. 
He  lived  and  laboured  for  us  on  the  earth  ;  He  bled 
and  died  for  us  on  the  cross.  He  rose  from  the 
dead  and  ascended  to  heaven  to  intercede  for  us 
at  the  right  hand  of  God.  And  is  it  not  reasonable 
to  love  Him?  When  we  were  without  help,  He 
helped  us ;  when  we  were  perishing,  He  saved  us ; 
when  we  were  enemies  of  God,  he  reconciled  us  to 
God  by  his  blood  ;  when  we  were  exposed  to  eternal 
death,  He  procured  for  us  eternal  life,  by  laying 
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down  his  own  ;  when  we  were  all  defiled  by  sin,  He 
procured  the  Holy  Spirit  to  sanctify  us ;  when  we 
deserved  nothing  but  the  pains  of  an  eternal  hell,  He 
obtained  for  us  all  the  joys  of  an  eternal  heaven. 
He  is  gone  before  to  prepare  a  place  for  his  people ; 
and  he  will  come  again  in  majesty  to  receive  them 
to  Himself,  that  they  may  be  for  ever  with  Him  in 
glory.  And  is  it  not  reasonable  to  love  Him  ? 
Nay,  were  it  not  unreasonable,  were  it  not  un- 
grateful, were  it  not  exceedingly  sinful,  not  to  love 
Him? 

2.  The  love  of  Christ  is  not  a  natural,  but  a 
spiritual  principle ;  not  in  any  way  acquired,  but 
graciously  infused  ;  not  by  any  means  deserved,  but 
freely  given.  Without  it,  can  be  no  true  piety  ;  it 
is  the  mainspring  of  "  pure  religion  ;"  it  is  the  soul 
of  devotion,  the  life  of  godliness,  the  root  of  obedi- 
ence to  God,  the  source  of  love  to  mankind.  By 
nature  we  are  enmity  against  God,  and  rebels  against 
His  majesty.  But,  when  it  pleases  God  to  reveal 
His  Son  in  our  hearts,  He  destroys  this  enmity,  and 
subdues  this  rebellion ;  He  communicates  spiritual 
life  to  our  souls,  and  gives  a  divine  turn  to  our  affec- 
tions ;  Jesus  is  then  enthroned  in  our  hearts,  "  and 
we  love  Him  because  He  first  loved  us." 

When  we  see  that  the  whole  human  race  were  dead 
in  sin,  and  liable  to  eternal  death  in  hell,  and  that 
Jesus  Christ,  the  king  of  glory,  descended  from  His 
throne,  and  assumed  our  nature,  and  died  on  the 
cross,  not  only  to  redeem  us  from  everlasting  misery, 
but  to  restore  us  to  everlasting  happiness,  our  hearts 
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cannot  but   adore   the  riches  of  His  grace  ;    our 
tongues  cannot  but  tell  the  greatness  of  His  love. 
For  this  love  of  Christ,  in  dying  for  the  sins  of  the 
world,  not  only  renders  Him  "  the  magnet  of  souls, 
the  attraction  of  hearts,  and  the  wonder  of  the  uni- 
verse," but  inspires  all  true  believers  with  fervent 
gratitude  for  his  mercy,  and  entire  devotedness  to 
His  service.      "  The  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us, 
because  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then 
were  all  dead  ;  and  that  He  died  for  all,  that  they 
which  live  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  them- 
selves, but  unto  Him  who  died  for  them  "  on  the 
cross,"  and  "  rose  again"  from  the  dead  !     Further  : 
When  through  the  power  of  divine  grace  we  have 
experienced  "  a  death   unto   sin,  and  a  new  birth 
unto  righteousness/'  and  are  thus  made  new  crea- 
tures in  Christ  Jesus  ;  or  when,  through  the  sprink- 
ling of  His  blood  on  our  consciences,  and  the  work 
of  His  Spirit  in  our  hearts,  we  are  renewed  in  His 
image,  and  conformed  to  His  example;  then  shall 
we  have  a  richer  experience  of  His  love,  and  may 
say  with  the  Apostle,  "  I  am  crucified  with  Christ ; 
nevertheless  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in 
.me :  and  the  life  which  I   now  live  in  the  flesh,  I 
live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me, 
and  gave  Himself  for  me." 

3.   The  love  of  Christ  is  a  pure  principle. 

It  not  only  constrains  us  to  repent  of  every  sin, 

but  impels  us  to  strive  unto  blood  against  it.     If  we 

can  wilfully  commit  a  sinful  action,  or  speak  an  evil 

word,  or  cherish  a  wicked    thought,    the    love   of 


THE    PRIVILEGE    OF    THE    TRUE    CHRISTIAN.      125 

Christ  is  not  in  us.  "  For  they  that  are  Christ's," 
are  constrained  by  the  love  of  Christ;  and  they  that 
are  constrained  by  the  love  of  Christ,  "  have  cruci- 
fied the  flesh  with  the  affections  and  lusts."  Know- 
ing this,  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  Christ, 
that  the  body  of  sin  might  be  destroyed,  that  hence- 
forth we  should  not  serve  sin."  (Gal.  v.  '24.  Rom. 
vi.  6.) 

Further : 

As  soon  as  the  love  of  Christ  possesses  the  heart 
of  the  believer,  his  affections  will  be  raised  from 
things  earthly  and  temporal,  and  fixed  on  things 
heavenly  and  eternal.  He  loses  all  relish  for  worldly 
society,  and  turns  from  all  intercourse  with  worldly 
men.  The  maxims,  and  pursuits,  and  pleasures  of  such 
men  agree  neither  with  the  maxims  of  Christianity, 
nor  with  the  pursuits  of  holiness,  nor  with  the  joys 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  He  is  crucified  with  Christ ; 
he  is  dead  to  the  world.  Its  pomps  no  longer  please 
his  mind  ;  its  honours  no  longer  captivate  his  soul ; 
its  riches  no  longer  steal  his  heart.  So  that,  if  he 

O  7 

is  forced  to  mingle  in  worldly  society,  he  either 
undergoes  in  his  feelings  a  sort  of  crucifixion,  or  he 
begins  to  lose  the  mind  of  Christ.  For,  "  if  a  man 
love  the  world,  the  love  of  Christ  is  not  in  him." 
(1  John  ii.  15.)  "  But,  by  the  love  of  Him,"  says 
the  Christian,  "  who  died  for  me,  on  the  cross,  the 
world  is  crucified  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world." 

4.   The  love  of  Christ  is  a  prevailing  principle. 

It  brings  every  faculty  into  obedience  to  Christ, 
and  excites  every  exertion  in  his  service.  It  over- 
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comes  every  opposer,  and  extinguishes  every  rival. 
Precious  as  life,  and  stronger  than  death,  it  is  in- 

'  O  ' 

vincible  in  its  energies,  and  ceaseless  in  its  opera- 
tions. The  Christian  believer,  therefore,  under  the 
influence  of  this  love,  is  unbounded  in  his  desires 
to  glorify  the  Redeemer,  and  unwearied  in  his 
labours  to  benefit  mankind.  Though  in  the  world 
he  may  have  tribulation,  distress,  and  persecution  ; 
yet,  says  he,  "  who  shall  separate  us  from  the  love 
of  Christ?  For  in  all  these  things  we  are  more 
than  conquerors  through  Him  who  loved  us.  And 
I  am  persuaded,  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor 
angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things 
present,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth, 
nor  any  other  creature,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us 
from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord." 

But,  finally  : 

5.   The  love  of  Christ  is  a  delightful  principle. 

"  He  that  loveth  Me,"  says  Christ,  "  shall  be  loved 
of  my  Father,  and  I  will  love  him  and  manifest 
myself  unto  him."  How  delightful  to  have  Christ 
manifested  to  our  minds  in  all  his  loveliness  as  our 
Saviour!  How  delightful  to  experience  in  our 
hearts,  the  love  of  the  Father,  and  to  feel  in  our 
souls  the  love  of  the  Son  !  For  the  Spirit  having 
manifested  to  our  souls  the  love  of  Christ  towards 
us,  will  kindle  in  our  hearts  a  kindred  love  towards 
Christ ;  and  this  love  of  Christ  will  fill  us  with 
peace,  and  joy,  and  hope,  and  heaven.  0,  how 
delightful  is  the  love  of  Christ !  And,  "  may  God, 
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my  brethren,  according  to  the  riches  of  his  glory, 
strengthen  you  with  might  by  his  Spirit  in  the 
inner  man,  that  Christ  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by 
faith,  that  ye  with  all  saints  may  be  able  to  compre- 
hend the  love  of  Christ,  that  ye  may  be  filled  with 
all  the  fulness  of  God."  (Eph.  iii.  16—19.) 
We  proceed  to  consider, 

II.    THE    PRACTICE    OF   THE   TRUE   CHRISTIAN. 

His  practice  is  obedience.  "  He  will  keep  my 
word,"  says  Christ ;  "  he  will  do  my  commandments." 

The  end  of  the  law,  as  well  as  the  end  of  the 
Gospel,  is  the  same  ;  it  is  obedience  to  the  Word  of 
the  Lord.  "  For  circumcision  is  nothing,  and  un- 
circumcision  is  nothing,  but  the  keeping  of  the 
commandments  of  God."  (1  Cor.  vii.  19.  Gal. 
v.  6  ;  vi.  15.  John  xv.  14.  1  John  ii.  3.)  "  If, 
therefore,  ye  love  Me,  ye  will  keep  my  command- 
ments." (John  xiv.  15.)  For,  "  He  that  loveth 
Me  not,  keepeth  not  my  sayings  ;"  (xiv.  24  ;)  "  but 
he  that  hath  my  commandments  and  keepeth  them, 
he  it  is  that  loveth  Me."  The  preparation  of  Chris- 
tians for  heaven,  is  "  through  the  sprinkling  of  the 
blood  of  Jesus,  and  the  sanctification  of  the  Spirit 
of  God  unto  obedience."  (1  Pet.  i.  2.)  Obedience 
is  the  great  design  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ ;  and 
obedience  is  the  great  effect  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in 
renewing  the  hearts  of  mankind.  "  The  Gospel  is 
made  known  to  all  nations  for  the  obedience  of 
faith;"  and  when  it  is  received  into  the  heart,  it 
brings  the  whole  mind,  and  will,  and  affections  under 
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obedience  to  Christ.     (1  Pet.  i.   14.     Rom.  vi.  16  ; 
xvi.  26.     2  Cor.  x.  5.) 

True  Christians  are  practical  Christians,  and  their 
practice  is  obedience  "  to  the  Word  of  the  Lord." 
They  are  "  the  obedient  children"  of  the  Most 
Holy  God ;  "  and  their  obedience  is  ever  unto 
righteousness." 

The  obedience  of  the  true  Christian  is  penitent. 
The  foundation  of  obedience  is  laid  in  repentance. 
The  first  sign  of  obedience  is  godly  sorrow  for  sin ; 
the  first  act  of  obedience  is  a  penitent  return  to  God 
by  Christ  crucified.  A  consciousness  of  his  native 
corruption,  and  a  sense  of  indwelling  sin  ever  keep 
the  true  Christian  repentant  towards  God ;  and  his 
soul  is  ever  distressed,  because  his  love  to  Christ  is 
so  cold,  and  his  obedience  to  Christ  so  imperfect. 

The  obedience  of  the  true  Christian  is  believing. 
Obedience  to  the  commands  of  God  can  proceed 
only  from  faith  in  his  Son.  "  Without  Christ  we 
can  do  nothing ;"  without  faith  in  Christ,  we  can 
neither  please  God  nor  perform  good  works ;  but 
with  faith  in  Christ,  we  can  keep  his  command- 
ments, and  do  those  things  which  are  pleasing  in  his 
sight.  This  obedience  to  God,  springing  from  faith 
in  Christ,  displays  the  glory  of  the  Father,  and  con- 
tributes to  the  benefit  of  mankind ;  it  adorns  the 
doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and  recommends  the  reli- 
gion of  Jesus ;  it  is  the  surest  source  of  consolation 
to  the  heart,  and  the  strongest  evidence  of  accept- 
ance in  heaven.  But  it  makes  no  expiation  of  past 
guilt ;  it  forms  no  title  to  eternal  life  ;  so  that  after 
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"  we  have  done  all  the  things  which  are  commanded 
us,  we  are  unprofitable  servants,"  and  can  enter  into 
the  glory  of  heaven  only  through  the  merits  of 
Christ. 

The  obedience  of  the  true  Christian  is  cordial. 
It  is  not  reluctant,  nor  mercenary,  but  voluntary 
and  grateful.  It  is  not  lip-service,  nor  eye-service, 
but  the  service  of  the  heart.  It  springs  from  a 
heart  of  gratitude,  from  a  heart  filled  with  the  love 
of  Christ.  The  true  Christian  desires  nothing  more 
fervently,  and  prays  for  nothing  more  earnestly,  than 
that  he  may  love  Christ  with  all  his  heart,  and  serve 
Him  with  all  his  strength.  And  because  he  cannot 
in  this  body,  and  in  this  world,  love  and  obey  Christ 
as  he  would,  he  longs  for  that  pure  body  and  better 
world,  in  which  his  love  will  be  supreme,  and  his 
obedience  perfect.  0  that  there  were  in  me  such  a 
heart,  that  I  could  supremely  love  thee,  0  Christ, 
and  keep  all  thy  commandments  always  ! 

The  obedience  of  the  true  Christian  is  universal. 
It  embraces  the  whole  man.  For  the  Holy  Ghost 
with  the  word  of  truth  sanctifies  the  true  Christian, 
body,  soul,  and  spirit;  and  he  desires  to  be  holy  as 
God  is  holy,  and  pure  as  Christ  is  pure.  For  Christ, 
when  enthroned  in  the  affections  of  the  heart,  allows 
no  desire  of  evil,  no  parley  with  temptation,  no 
truce  with  sin  ;  but  constrains  Christians  to  grow  in 
grace  and  knowledge,  that  they  may  be  filled  with 
the  fruits  of  righteousness  through  faith  in  Him,  to 
the  glory  and  praise  of  God.  It  honours  the  whole 
law.  The  true  Christian  keeps  all  the  words  of 
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Christ ;  he  obeys  all  his  commandments,  whether 
they  refer  to  himself,  to  his  neighbour,  or  to  his 
Maker ;  "  he  lives  soberly,  righteously,  and  godly 
in  this  evil  world ;"  "  he  does  justice,  loves  mercy, 
and  walks  humbly  with  his  God."  It  extends  through 
his  whole  life.  He  keeps  the  word  of  Christ  at  all 
times,  in  public  and  in  private,  in  prosperity  and  in 
adversity,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  on  all  the  days 
of  the  week.  He  obeys  the  commands  of  Christ, 
not  only  when  obedience  is  easy  and  honourable, 
but  when  obedience  involves  in  difficulties,  and  ex- 
poses to  shame.  He  is  never  ashamed  of  Christ,  or 
of  His  Cross,  of  His  cause,  or  of  His  people.  While 
his  heart  beats,  it  beats  for  Christ;  while  his  tongue 
speaks,  it  speaks  for  Christ ;  while  his  hand  labours, 
it  labours  for  Christ.  While  he  lives,  he  lives  to 
Christ ;  and  when  he  dies,  he  dies  to  Christ.  Nor 
will  death  terminate,  but  complete  his  love  and  his 
obedience  to  Christ ;  it  will  introduce  him  into  that 
higher  state,  and  brighter  world,  where  his  love  and 
his  obedience  will  be  perfect  and  eternal. 

For,  finally  : 

The  obedience  of  the  true  Christian  is  blessed. 
"  Whoever  is  not  a  forgetful  hearer,  but  a  grateful 
doer  of  the  word  of  Christ,  this  man  shall  be  blessed 
in  his  doing."  For,  "  blessed  are  they  who  do  his 
commandments,  that  they  may  have  a  right  to  the 
tree  of  life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates 
into  the  city"  of  God.  The  true  Christian  is  blessed 
now ;  he  is  blessed  in  doing  the  word  of  Christ ;  he 
receives  rich  blessings  into  his  soul ;  for,  "  If  a  man 
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keep  my  words,"  says  Christ,  "  my  Father  will  love 
him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him,  and  make  our 
abode  with  him." 

But  this  leads  us  to  consider, 

III.    THE  PRIVILEGE  OF  THE  TRUE  CHRISTIAN. 

"  My  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  to 
him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him."  The  eternal 
Father  will  love  the  true  Christian ;  the  Father  and 
the  Son  will  both  of  them  come  to  him ;  and  with 
manifest  tokens  of  the  divine  presence  will  dwell 
with  him.  What  a  privilege  ! 

1.  "  My  Father  will  love  him!' 

Who  will  love  the  true  Christian?  "  My  Father," 
says  Christ,  "  My  Father  will  love  him."  And  who 
is  the  Father  ?  He  is  the  greatest  and  the  best  being 

in  the  universe.     He  is  the  Creator  of  all  worlds, 
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the  Maker  of  all  mankind,  the  Author  of  all  good, 
the  Father  of  mercies,  "  the  God  and  the  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  He  is  the  Father,  who  so^ 
loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Him  might  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  And  why  does 
God  the  Father  manifest  His  love  to  the  true  Chris- 
tian ?  Because,  as  we  have  seen,  the  true  Christian 
loves  Jesus  Christ,  and  shows  his  love  to  Christ  by 
"  keeping  his  commandments."  "  My  Father  will 
love  him."  Our  Lord  does  not  say,  "  My  Father 
will  guide  him,  will  protect  him,  will  honour  him, 
will  comfort  him,  or  will  bless  him ;  but,  He  says, 
"  My  Father  will  LOVE  him !"  For  the  love  of  God 
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includes  all  guidance,  and  protection,  and  honour, 
and  comfort,  and  blessing ;  it  includes  every  act  of 
kindness,  which  God  can  do  for  his  people,  and 
every  boon  of  mercy,  which  He  can  give  them  in 
time  or  in  eternity.  The  Eternal  Father  commands 
all  the  treasures,  and  distributes  all  the  joys  of  the 
universe ;  with  these  treasures  and  joys  He  is  able 
to  enrich  and  gladden  the  souls  whom  He  loves; 
and  He  will,  for  the  sake  of  His  Son,  enrich  and 
gladden  their  souls  for  ever.  For,  as  his  power  to 
enrich  and  to  gladden  is  infinite  and  almighty  ;  so 
His  love  to  His  people  is  unchangeable,  and  eternal. 
He  will  never  leave  nor  forsake  the  souls,  whom  He 
loves.  To  be  loved  of  God  the  Father,  and  to  feel 
His  love  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  is  the  greatest  and  the  purest  happiness 
which  man  can  enjoy  on  earth,  or  expect  in 
heaven.  O  what  a  privilege  "  to  be  loved  of  the 
Father !"  "  My  Father  will  love  him." 

Again  : 

2.  "  We  will  come  unto  him"  "  My  Father  and 
I,  will  come  unto  him" 

What  condescension,  what  mercy,  what  love  is 
this !  The  Eternal  Father,  whose  presence  pervades 
the  universe,  and  brightens  the  heaven  of  heavens  ; 
the  Eternal  Son,  whom  angels  in  light  serve  and 
adore  ;  the  Father  and  the  Son,  whose  equal  domi- 
nion and  glory  are  without  beginning  and  without 
end,  will  stoop  from  the  throne  of  heaven,  and  visit 
a  worm  of  the  dust.  And  will,  "  in  very  deed,"  the 
Father  and  the  Son  come  down  to  sinful  man  to 
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comfort  him  by  the  pardon  of  his  sins,  and  to  cheer 
him  with  the  hope  of  heaven?  Yes,  verily  !  They 
will  come  to  give  him  pardon  and  peace  out  of  the 
riches  of  divine  grace ;  and  to  entitle  him  through 
the  merits  of  Christ  to  all  the  riches  of  divine  glory. 
And  they  will  not  only  give  him  a  title  to  eternal 
life  in  heaven,  in  the  blood  of  Christ ;  but  through 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  in  his  heart  and  life,  they 
will  "  make  him  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the 
saints  in  light."  0,  what  a  privilege  to  be  visited 
by  u  the  Prince  of  peace,"  "  and  the  King  of  glory !" 
"  We,"  says  Christ,  "  even  I  and  my  Father,  we 
will  come  unto  him  !" 

Further  : 

3.  "  We  will  make  our  abode  with  him" 

"  The  abiding"  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  in  the 
heart  of  the  true  Christian  intimates  that  his  heart 
has  been  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  thus 
made  a  fit  abode  for  the  Eternal  Three.  For  God, 
the  most  holy  God,  cannot  abide  in  an  unholy  tem- 
ple, or  dwell  in  an  unclean  heart.  It  further  inti- 
mates that  the  true  Christian,  in  whom  alone  God 
resides,  keeps  his  heart  in  purity,  and  his  life  in  holi- 
ness. Only  while  his  heart  is  pure,  and  his  life 
holy,  will  the  Father  and  the  Son  make  their  abode 
with  him.  For  "  God  cannot  live  in  us,"  if  we  live 
in  sin.  But  "  if  a  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my 
word  ;  and  my  Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will 
come  unto  him  and  make  our  abode  with  him." 

The  Father  and  the  Son  dwell  in  true  Christians 
by  the  Spirit.  The  Spirit  is  the  great  Agent  in  the 


134  THE    PRINCIPLE,    THE    PRACTICE,    AND 

work  of  salvation.  He  enlightens  the  mind,  and 
convinces  of  sin  ;  He  enables  to  repent  with  godly 
sorrow,  and  gives  faith  in  Christ  crucified.  He  re- 
news and  sanctifies  and  comforts  believers.  He  is 
the  other  Comforter,  who  having  applied  the  blood 
of  Christ  to  the  conscience,  and  communicated  spiri- 
tual life  to  the  soul,  abides  with  true  Christians  for 
ever.  In  this  manner  true  Christians  are  the  palaces 
of  the  Divine  Majesty,  the  abodes  of  the  glorious 
Godhead,  the  temples  of  the  Eternal  Trinity.  "  For," 
says  the  apostle,  "  ye  are  the  temples  of  the  living 
God ;  as  God  hath  said,  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and 
walk  in  them,  and  I  will  be  their  God  ;  and  they 
shall  be  my  people."  What  a  privilege  to  be  the 
temples  of  the  Eternal  Trinity — the  abodes  of  the 
divine  Majesty  !  "  We  will  make  our  abode  with 
him." 

Finally  : 

4.  True  religion  is  an  actual  intercourse  between 
the  soul  of  the  true  Christian  and  the  Trinity  in 
Unity. 

The  Father  and  the  Son  will,  by  the  Spirit,  come 
into  the  true  Christian,  and  dwell  with  him.  "  We 
will  come  to  him,  and  make  our  abode  with  him." 
True  Christians  are  the  saints  of  God  ;  and  the 
saints  of  God  are  saints,  "  because,"  says  Bishop 
Pearson,*  u  they  are  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost." 
The  saints  of  God  in  the  church  of  Christ  have 
communion  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  "  The  grace  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  love  of  God,  and 
*  On  Creed,  vol.  i.  p.  535-541. 
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the  fellowship  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  with  yon  all." 
This  communion  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  is 
wrought  by  the  communication  of  the  Spirit :  for, 
hereby  we  become  sons  of  God,  in  that  we  have  re- 
ceived the  Spirit  of  adoption.  This  is  the  commu- 
nion which  the  saints  enjoy  with  the  Three  Persons 
of  the  blessed  Trinity  :  for  our  Saviour,  in  our 
text,  hath  made  us  this  most  precious  promise,  "  If 
any  man  love  me,  he  will  keep  my  words,  and  my 
Father  will  love  him,  and  we  will  come  unto  him, 
and  make  our  abode  with  him."  Here  the  soul  of 
man  is  made  the  habitation  of  God  the  Father,  and 
of  God  the  Son  ;  and  the  presence  of  God  the  Spirit 
cannot  be  wanting,  where  God  the  Father  and  God 
the  Son  abide  :  "for  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit 
of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  Christ's."  The  Spirit,  there- 
fore, with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  inhabits  in  the 
saints ;  for  "  know  ye  not,"  saith  the  apostle,  "  that 
ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God 
dwelleth  in  you  ?" 

May  we,  in  conclusion,  be  allowed  to  inquire, 

1.  What  is  your  principle?     Is  it    the  love  of 
Christ?     Does  this  principle   prevail  in -you  over 
every  other  principle  ?     Does  the  love  of  Christ  in- 
duce you  to  live  entirely  to  Him,  who  freely  died  for 
you  ?     But,  "  If  ye  love  me,"  says   Christ,  "  keep 
my  commandments." 

We,  therefore,  inquire  again, 

2.  What  is  your  practice  ?     Do   you   keep  the 
words,  or  obey  the  commandments  of  Christ  ?    Does 
the  love  of  Christ  constrain  you  to  obedience  ?     Is 
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your  obedience  believing  ?  Does  it  grow  from 
faith  ?  Is  your  obedience  cordial  ?  Does  it  pro- 
ceed from  the  heart  ?  Is  your  obedience  universal  ? 
Does  it  embrace  the  whole  man,  honour  the  whole 
law,  and  extend  through  the  whole  life  ? 

3.  What  is  your  privilege  ?  Does  God  the  Fa- 
ther love  you  ?  Is  his  love  shed  abroad  in  your 
heart  by  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  Can  you  join  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  apostle,  "  Unto  Him,  who  loved  us, 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood, — be 
dominion  and  glory  for  ever  and  ever?"  Have  the 
Father  and  the  Son  come  to  you  ?  Do  the  Father 
and  the  Son  dwell  in  you  ?  Do  ye  "  hereby  know 
that  the  Father  and  the  Son  abide  in  you  by  the 
Spirit  which  they  have  given  you  ?" 

What,  then,  my  brethren,  do  you  know  of  these 
things  ?  What  do  you  know  of  the  principle,  the 
practice,  and  the  privilege  of  true  Christians  ? 

If  you  do  not  keep  the  commandments  of  Christ, 
you  do  not  love  Him ;  and  if  you  do  not  love  Him, 
He  will  not  by  His  Spirit  come  to  you,  nor  make 
His  abode  with  you.  And  "  if  ye  have  not  the 
Spirit  of  Christ,  ye  are  none  of  His." 

But,  finally,  true  Christians,  You  love  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  who  loved  you,  and  died  for  you.  You 
keep  his  commands ;  you  have  them  in  your  hearts ; 
you  obey  them  in  your  lives.  Especially,  as  true 
Christians,  do  you  obey  his  dying  command,  "  Do 
this  in  remembrance  of  Me."  Then,  my  brethren, 
God  the  Father  loves  you,  and  God  the  Son  loves 
you  ;  and  through  God  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Father 
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and  the  Son  will  come  to  you,  and  manifest  them- 
selves to  you,  and  make  their  abode  with  you.  For, 
"  he  that  keepeth  his  commandments  dwelleth  in 
God,  and  God  in  him."  And,  while  you  daily  search 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  daily  pray  to  God  in  se- 
cret ;  while  you  worship  God  in  your  families,  and 
delight  in  the  house  of  prayer ;  while  you  hear  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel,  and  receive  the  supper  of 
the  Lord, — may  the  Father  and  the  Son  through  the 
Spirit  manifest  themselves  to  your  souls  as  they  do 
not  to  the  world.  May  they  shed  abroad  the  love 
of  God  in  your  hearts,  give  you  the  spirit  of  adop- 
tion, and  enable  you  to  cry,  "  Abba,  Father !"  may 
they  witness  with  your  Spirit,  that  ye  are  sons  of 
God,  give  you  an  earnest  of  heaven,  and  seal  you 
to  thed  ay  of  redemption.  Amen. 
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SERMON  X. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  IN  THE  WORLD,  AND  THE 
CHRISTIAN  IN  CHRIST. 

JOHN  xvi.  33. 

These  things  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye 
might  have  peace.  In  the  world  ye  shall  have  tri- 
bulation ;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome 
the  world. 

THE  name  of  Christ  was  foretold  as  "  the  King  of 
peace :"  his  person  was  typified  by  the  king  of 
Salem,  or  the  "  king  of  peace ;"  and  his  kingdom 
was  announced  as  "  the  kingdom  of  peace."  (Psa. 
Ixxii. ;  Isa.  ii.  4,  &c.)  When  He  was  born  into  the 
world,  angels  sung  "  the  hymn  of  peace ;"  and  when 
He  left  the  world,  his  legacy  was  "  peace."  His 
Gospel  is  "  the  Gospel  of  peace  ;"  and  the  purport 
of  all  his  own  personal  preaching  was  peace.  "  These 
things,"  says  Christ,  "  have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that 
in  me  ye  might  have  peace.  In  the  world  ye  shall 
have  tribulation ;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  over- 
come the  world." 
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Let  us  from  these  words  contemplate, 
1st.   The  state  of  Christians  in  the  world;  and, 
2ndly,   The  state  of  Christians  in  Christ. 
We  are  to  contemplate, 

I.  THE  STATE  OF  CHRISTIANS  IN  THE  WORLD. 

It  is  a  state  of  trouble.  "  In  the  world  ye  shall 
have  tribulation." 

We  are  born  to  trouble  ;  as  fallen  creatures,  trou- 
ble is  our  natural  inheritance.  Our  entrance  into 
life  is  pain,  the  course  of  life  is  grief,  the  end  of  life  is 
agony.  Every  step  we  take  in  our  mortal  pilgrimage, 
we  tread  on  thorns ;  disappointment,  and  vexation, 
and  anxiety,  and  restlessness,  and  weariness,  and 
doubt,  and  danger,  and  fear,  and  loss,  and  sorrow,  and 
sickness,  cover  all  the  path  of  life.  "  Man,  that  is 
born  of  a  woman,  is  of  few  days,  and  full  of  trou- 
ble." 

Besides,  as  social  creatures,  we  are  liable  to  con- 
stant troubles  ;  we  must  suffer  in  the  sufferings,  and 
weep  in  the  distresses,  of  our  relatives.  We  must 
live  a  sort  of  multiplied  life  in  the  lives  of  our  friends  ; 
we  must  share  in  their  misfortunes,  grieve  in  their 
griefs,  tremble  in  their  sicknesses,  and  mourn  over 
their  graves. 

But  these  natural  and  social  ills  of  life  do  not  form 
the  tribulation  of  the  text.  The  tribulation  of  the 
text  is  peculiar  to  the  people  of  God ;  it  befals  us 
only  because  we  belong  to  Jesus  Christ.  If  we  are 
only  nominal  believers  in  Christ  we  shall  escape  this 
tribulation ;  but  if  we  are  practical  Christians  we 
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shall  be  "  hated  and  troubled"  by  the  world.  "  Mar- 
vel not,  my  brethren,"  saith  our  Lord,  "  if  the  world 
hate  you."  The  world  would  love  you,  if  ye  were 
of  the  world  ;  but  because  Christ  has  chosen  you  out 
of  the  world,  and  you  are  separate  from  the  world, 
therefore  the  world  hates  and  troubles  you. 

When  a  man,  through  the  grace  of  the  Spirit,  be- 
comes a  child  of  God,  his  first  troublers  are  commonly 
those  of  his  own  household.  Conceiving  that  he 
carries  religion  too  far,  and  that  he  will  injure  his 
worldly  prospects  by  his  religion,  they  labour  with 
cruel  tenderness  to  extinguish  his  religious  earnest- 
ness ;  and  while  they  profess  anxiety  for  his  tempo- 
ral welfare,  are  doing  those  things  which  may  cause 
his  everlasting  ruin.  But,  when  they  cannot  tempt 
him  back  to  the  amusements  of  the  world,  nor  terrify 
him  from  following  Christ,  they  begin  to  hate  and  to 
trouble  him.  Their  looks  are  scorn  to  his  face ;  their 
words  are  reproaches  in  his  ears ;  their  actions  are 
thorns  in  his  side.  Ishmael  persecuted  his  brother 
Isaac,  and  Cain  slew  his  brother  Abel,  "  because  he 
was  righteous." 

The  world,  the  men  of  the  world,  ungodly  men, 
will  assuredly  trouble  the  practical  and  consistent 
Christian. 

The  temper  or  spirit  of  the  practical  Christian 
is  humble,  meek,  forbearing,  forgiving,  gentle, 
generous,  devotional,  divine.  His  language  is 
modest,  pure,  gracious,  spiritual,  heavenly,  instruc- 
tive, edifying.  His  conduct  is  sober,  chaste,  tem- 
perate, beneficent,  devout,  righteous.  His  first  care 
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is  to  save  his  soul ;  his  first  desire  is  to  please  God  ; 
his  first  duty  is  to  practise  holiness ;  his  first  plea- 
sure is  to  commune  with  the  Father  and  the  Son 
through  the  Spirit.  He  maintains  family  prayer  in 
his  household,  and  searches  the  Scriptures  daily. 
He  hallows  the  day,  attends  the  house,  hears  the 
Gospel,  and  celebrates  the  Supper  of  the  Lord.  His 
conduct  shines  as  light  before  ungodly  men,  and  ex- 
poses their  evil  conduct.  His  conduct  is  a  practical 
sermon,  which  condemns  them.  It  is  an  external 
conscience,  which  reproves  them.  And  thus  con- 
demned and  reproved  by  his  conduct,  they  hate  and 
trouble  him.  They  insinuate  the  insincerity  of  his 
motives,  intimate  the  selfishness  of  his  objects,  and 
misrepresent  the  tenor  of  his  conduct.  They  would 
hinder  all  his  projects  for  doing  good  among  men, 
and  prevent  the  diffusion  of  the  Gospel  through  the 
world.  And  when  the  Christian  sees  ungodly  men, 
not  only  rejecting  the  Gospel  themselves,  but  causing 
others  to  reject  it ;  he  feels  something  of  that 
trouble,  which  our  Saviour  felt,  when  He  wept  over 
Jerusalem.  From  the  time  of  Abel  to  the  present 
time,  every  righteous  man  in  the  world  has  for 
righteousness'  sake  been  troubled.  "  For,  whosoever 
will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  must  suffer  perse- 
cution." "  It  is  through  much  tribulation  that 
we  must  enter  the  kingdom  of  God."  "  All  those 
who  having  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  now  stand  before 
the  throne  of  God  in  glory,  came  out  of  great  tribu- 
lation." 


142          THE    CHRISTIAN    IN    THE    WORLD,    AND 

Such,  then,  my  brethren,  is  the  state  of  Christians 
in  the  world ;  it  is  a  state  of  trouble. 
We  proceed  to  contemplate, 

II.  THE  STATE  OF  CHRISTIANS  IN  CHRIST. 

It  is  a  state  of  peace  and  triumph.  "  These  things 
have  I  spoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye  might  have 
peace.  Be  of  good  cheer ;  I  have  overcome  the 
world." 

1.  The  state  of  Christians  in  Christ  is  a  state  of 
peace. 

"  In  Christ  they  have  peace."  Christ  Jesus  is  the 
Author  and  Giver  of  peace.  He  bought  it  with 
His  blood;  He  bestows  it  of  His  grace.  "  My 
peace,"  says  Christ,  "  I  give  unto  you."  He  is  our 
peace  and  our  peace-maker ;  and  He  made  peace 
"  by  the  blood  of  the  Cross."  "  Peace  be  unto  you 
from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ."  But  this  peace  is  communicated  to  the 
soul  by  the  Spirit  of  God.  "  The  fruit  of  the  Spirit 
is  peace.  The  kingdom  of  God  is  peace  in  the 
Holy  Ghost." 

As  penitent  and  perishing  sinners,  Christians  rest 
their  souls  on  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus ; 
and  in  Christ  Jesus  they  find  peace.  The  Holy 
Spirit  first  convinces  us  of  our  sinful  and  helpless 
state ;  He  next  enables  us  to  believe  on  Christ  for 
salvation ;  and  then  He  gives  us  peace  in  believing. 
"  Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  For  this  peace  is 
peace  with  God.  "  We  were  reconciled  to  God  by 
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the  death  of  His  Son ;"  "  we,  sometimes  afar 
off,  are  made  nigh  "  to  God  by  the  blood  of  Christ." 
This  peace  is  peace  in  our  own  conscience.  The 
Spirit  of  God  sprinkles  the  blood  of  Jesus  on  the 
troubled  conscience,  which  calms  its  troubles,  and 
fills  it  with  peace.  This  peace  is  peace  with  all 
the  world.  It  is  a  spirit  of  peace  breathed  into  the 
soul  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  constraining  us  to  "  live 
peaceably  with  all  mankind." 

The  nature  and  worth  of  this  peace  are  beyond 
the  comprehension  of  angels ;  yet  it  may  be  en- 
joyed by  the  humblest  believers.  The  peace  of 
God,  which  passeth  all  understanding,  will  keep  their 
hearts  and  minds  through  Christ  Jesus.  "  For  the 
Lord  will  bless  His  people  with  peace,  and  He  will 
keep  them  in  perfect  peace,  whose  minds  are  stayed 
on  Him."  Neither  seduced  by  error,  nor  conquered 
by  temptation,  nor  distressed  by  guilt,  nor  alarmed 
by  danger,  nor  corroded  by  care,  nor  torn  by 
anxiety,  they  possess  that  sunshine  of  the  breast, 
which  nothing  earthly  can  darken,  that  serenity  of 
soul,  which  nothing  earthly  can  disturb,  that  peace 
of  God,  which  nothing  earthly  can  give  or  take 
away.  This  peace  is  independent  of  all  earthly 
things;  it  is  enjoyed  in  the  midst  of  worldly 
troubles ;  it  abides  in  more  than  mortal  sweetness, 
when  every  mortal  help  gives  way.  Christians  may 
be  deprived  of  every  temporal  blessing,  and  lose 
every  earthly  friend  ;  they  may  pine  in  sickness  and 
agonize  in  death  ;  but  still  they  shall  have  peace  in 
Christ.  "  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the 
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upright,  for  the  end  of  such  men  is  peace."  They 
enter  at  death  into  the  peace  of  heaven.  For  this 
peace  of  Christ  is  an  earnest  and  pledge  of  that  per- 
fect peace,  which  delights  the  inhabitants  of  heaven. 
And  may  "  God  of  His  mercy  fill  you  all,  my 
brethren,  with  this  peace  in  believing  on  Christ 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Again  : 

2.   The  state  of  Christians  in  Christ  is  a  state  of 
triumph. 

"  Be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world." 
For  Himself,  and  for  all  who  believe  in  Him,  He 
has  achieved  this  victory,  and  the  least  of  His 
followers  may  be  confident  of  sharing  in  its  bene- 
fits and  its  glories.  For  in  the  case  of  the  most 
feeble  and  faint  of  His  people,  "  He  will  bring 
forth  judgment  unto  victory."  He  ensured  for  His 
people  victory  over  the  world  by  His  own  victory 
on  the  cross.  For  the  sake  of  His  people  He  is 
invested  with  almighty  power,  and  is  filled  with 
infinite  grace.  Almighty  power  is  their  help  ;  infi- 
nite grace  is  their  consolation ;  and  sooner  shall 
ten  thousand  worlds  pass  away,  than  the  feeblest 
soldier  of  Christ  shall  be  overcome ;  sooner  shall 
the  thrones  of  angels  be  overthrown,  than  the 
weakest  believer  shall  perish. 

Jesus  has  in  our  nature  and  in  our  stead  overcome 
the  world ;  and  He  will  enable  His  people  to  over- 
come it,  so  that,  through  His  aid,  its  smiles  shall  not 
captivate  them,  nor  its  temptations  seduce  them,  nor 
its  terrors  subdue  them.  He  has  deprived  His 
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enemies  and  ours  of  all  power  to  injure  the  welfare 
of  our  souls,  or  to  prevent  the  spread  of  His 
Gospel.  Our  blessed  Lord,  who  makes  all  things 
work  together  for  the  good  of  His  people,  will  make 
tribulation  itself  conduce  to  their  spiritual  welfare, 
and  eternal  triumph.  Tribulation  will  be  sanctified 
to  their  profit,  and  purify  them,  as  fire  purifies  gold. 
It  will  make  them  more  dead  to  the  world,  and  more 
alive  to  God ;  more  conformable  to  Christ,  and  more 
meet  for  heaven.  "  They  can,  therefore,  rejoice  in 
tribulations;  knowing  that  tribulation  worketh 
patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience 
hope,"  the  hope  of  glory  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord. 

In  the  Christian  warfare,  the  power  and  grace  of 
Christ  will  be  ever  afforded,  and  be  abundantly 
sufficient  for  His  people  ;  "  and  as  their  day  is,  so 
shall  their  strength  and  consolation  be."  Clad  in 
the  armour  of  God,  holding  the  shield  of  faith, 
wielding  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and  breathing  the 
spirit  of  prayer,  Christians  will,  under  the  banner 
of  the  Cross,  fight  against  the  world.  They  will 
never  cease  to  fight,  and  while  they  fight,  they  will 
never  cease  to  pray ;  and  while  they  thus  fight  and 
pray,  Jesus  will  strengthen  them  when  weak;  cheer 
them  when  desponding;  raise  them  when  fallen,  and 
heal  them  when  wounded.  He  will  give  them  the 
victory  in  every  conflict,  and  in  every  victory  will 
make  them  more  than  conquerors.  He  will  not 
only  make  them  victors  over  the  world,  but  He  will 
enable  them  to  secure  the  rewards,  and  to  triumph 

VOL.     II.  L 
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in  the  glories  of  victory  for  ever  and  ever.  "  Thanks 
therefore,  be  unto  God,  who  always  causeth  us  to 
triumph"  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

"  Be  then  of  good  cheer,"  says  Christ  to  His  peo- 
ple, "  I  have,  for  you,  overcome  the  world  !"  "  Be 
of  good  cheer ;"  be  of  good  courage  !  Take  courage  ! 
Show  courage  !  "  Jesus  has  overcome  the  world  !" 

"  Be  of  good  cheer  !"  Take  courage  !  Be  con- 
fident in  the  Captain  of  your  salvation  !  Be  coura- 
geous in  your  conflict  with  the  world.  Put  on  the 
whole  armour  of  God,  and  grasp  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit ;  wear  this  armour,  and  wield  this  sword  with 
unceasing  prayer  to  your  heavenly  Father :  then 
strong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  His  might, 
"  be  of  good  courage  !" 

Again  : 

"  Be  of  good  cheer."  Show  courage  !  Entangle 
not  yourselves  with  earthly  affairs.  Be  willing  to 
endure  hardness  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Strive  always  to  please  Him,  who  has  called  you  to 
be  soldiers.  "  Quit  yourselves  like  men"  of  God. 
Be  strong.  Act  courageously ;  act  incessantly  ; 
constantly  oppose  evil ;  constantly  do  good.  Be 
ready  at  any  time  to  endure  any  labour,  or  to  suffer 
any  trouble,  or  to  engage  in  any  conflict,  to  which 
your  Lord  will  lead  you  !  "  And  to  you,  who  '  con- 
tend and  overcome'  in  this  conflict,  will  I  grant," 
says  our  Lord,  "  to  sit  with  Me  on  my  throne,  even 
as  I  also  overcame,  and  am  set  down  with  my  Father 
on  His  throne  !  Be  then  of  good  cheer ;  I  have 
overcome  the  world  !" 
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We  remark,  in  conclusion, 

1.   That  we  can  have  peace  only  in  Christ. 

"  In  Me,"  says  He,  "  ye  may  have  peace."  In 
Christ  only  can  peace  be  found ;  only  with  the  help 
of  His  grace  can  it  be  enjoyed.  "  In  Me  !"  These 
little  words  contain  a  world  of  meaning.  "  In  Me !" 
In  Christ !  "  For  if  any  man  be  in  Christ,  he  is  a 
new  creature  !"  He  is  born  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ; 
he  is  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  His  mind ;  he  is  con- 
formed to  the  example  of  Christ !  But,  if  you  be 
thus  in  Christ,  you  will  have  tribulation  in  the 
world;  if  you  be  Christians  in  deed,  Christians  in 
heart,  and  in  life  ;  if  you  come  out  of  the  world,  and 
if  your  godly  conduct  condemns  the  ungodly  con- 
duct of  the  world,  the  world  will  revile  and  perse- 
cute— it  will  hate  and  trouble  you  !  But,  if  ye  have 
tribulation  in  the  world,  ye  shall  have  peace  in 
Christ !  "  In  Me,"  says  He,  "  ye  shall  have  peace  !" 
In  Christ  are  all  things  to  procure  peace,  and  give 
you  peace.  Are  you  guilty  ?  His  blood  is  your 
atonement.  Are  you  corrupt  ?  His  Spirit  is  your 
sanctifier.  Are  you  weak  ?  His  grace  is  your 
strength.  Are  you  worthless  ?  His  merits  purchase 
heaven  for  your  souls.  Are  you  troubled  by  the 
world  ?  His  blessing  will  cheer  your  hearts.  "  Blessed 
are  ye,"  says  Christ,  "  when  the  men  of  the  world 
revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and  say  all  manner  of 
evil  against  you  falsely,  for  my  sake."  "  Rejoice 
and  be  exceeding  glad  ;  for  great  is  your  reward  in 
heaven."  "  In  the  world  ye  must  have  tribulation  ; 
but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world  !" 

L  2 
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"  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled ;  neither  let  it  be 
afraid ;  for  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  :  my  peace  I 
leave  with  you  :  and  in  Me  ye  shall  have  peace  1" 

We  finally  remark, 

2.  That  Christians,  even  in  tribulation,  may  rejoice 
in  Christ  Jesus ! 

A  man  may  possess  all  the  riches  which  the  world 
contains,  and  taste  all  the  pleasures  which  the  world 
affords,  and  yet  be  miserable  !  But,  such  a  man  is 
not  a  Christian ;  such  a  man  is  not  in  Christ ;  and, 
therefore,  such  a  man  has  no  peace ! 

Again  : 

A  man  may  be  deprived  of  every  thing  which  the 
world  can  take  away,  and  feel  every  tribulation  which 
the  world  can  inflict,  and  yet  be  happy.  But,  such 
a  man  is  a  Christian  ;  such  a  man  is  in  Christ ;  and, 
therefore,  such  a  man  has  peace.  The  peace  of 
God,  which  passeth  all  understanding,  keeps  his  heart 
and  mind,  through  Christ  Jesus  ! 

For,  in  Christ  are  treasured  up  all  things  which 
can  enable  Christians  to  rejoice  in  the  times  of  tribu- 
lation. In  Christ,  ye  are  complete.  Christ  is  your 
wisdom,  your  righteousness,  your  sanctification,  your 
redemption,  your  all  in  all  In  Christ,  ye  are  re- 
newed in  the  image  of  God,  and  conformed  to  the 
example  of  His  Son.  In  Christ,  the  guilt  of  sin  is 
pardoned,  the  sting  of  death  extracted,  the  dread  of 
the  grave  dispelled.  In  Christ,  ye  have  the  love  of 
the  Father,  the  grace  of  Jesus,  and  the  communion 
of  the  Spirit.  In  Christ,  the  witness  of  the  Spirit  is 
communicated,  the  earnest  of  heaven  bestowed,  and 
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the  hope  of  glory  enkindled.  In  Christ,  a  meetness 
for  heaven  by  His  Spirit  is  imparted,  and  a  title  to 
glory  through  His  blood  is  inherited.  In  Christ,  ye 
shall  die  in  peace  with  God  ;  and  after  death,  enter 
into  perfect  peace.  In  Christ,  ye  shall  rise  from  the 
dead  in  his  own  likeness,  ascend  with  Him  to  his  own 
kingdom,  and  reign  with  Him  in  His  own  glory  for 
ever  and  ever  ! 

O  ye  troubled  Christians ;  O  ye,  who  in  trouble 
are  in  Christ ;  ye,  my  brethren,  may  "  rejoice  in 
tribulation  !"  "  For  your  light  affliction,  which  is  but 
for  a  moment,  works  out  for  you  a  far  more  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  glory  !"  "  Be  then 
of  good  cheer !"  Be  of  good  courage  !  Take  cou- 
rage !  Show  courage  !  Forget  the  things  behind. 
Press  forward.  Look  to  Jesus.  The  night  of  sor- 
row will  soon  end  ;  the  morning  of  joy  will  soon 
dawn  ;  the  sun  of  heaven  will  soon  arise ;  and  the 
day  of  glory  for  ever  surround  you  ! 
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SERMON  XL 

SANCTIFICATION. 

JOHN  xvii.  17. 
Sanctify  them  through  thy  truth ;  thy  word  is  truth, 

ALL  men  are  in  nature  corrupt,  and  in  practice 
sinful.  "  The  heart  of  man  is  full  of  wickedness ; 
its  imaginations  are  only  and  always  evil !"  The  life 
of  man  is  full  of  sin  :  "  there  is  not  a  man  that  sin- 
neth  not ;  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the 
glory  of  God  !"  As  corrupt  and  sinful  creatures,  we 
have  no  inclination  to  please  God,  nor  power  to  keep 
his  commandments, — we  have  no  title  to  eternal  life, 
nor  meetness  for  a  holy  heaven.  We  must,  there- 
fore, be  made  holy,  or  we  shall  never  enter  the 
kingdom  of  God  !  We  must  be  sanctified,  or  we 
shall  be  lost ! 

Among  the  many  and  glorious  blessings  which  our 
Lord,  in  His  last  discourse,  desired  for  His  disciples, 
none  was  more  precious,  none  was  more  necessary, 
than  sanctification  !  "  0  Father !"  He  prays,  "  sanc- 
tify them  through  thy  truth ;  thy  word  is  truth  !" 
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From  these  words,  let  us  contemplate  the  nature 
and  the  means  of  sanctification. 
Let  us  contemplate, 

I.  THE  NATURE  OF  SANCTIFICATION. 

"  O  Father !  Sanctify  them  !" 

1 .  Justification  is  not  sanctification. 

By  one  sacrifice  of  Himself  once  offered  on  the 
cross,  Jesus  Christ  has  made  an  atonement  for  the 
sins  of  the  world.     Through  faith  in  the  sacrifice  of 
Christ,  we  are  accounted  righteous,  or  justified  in 
the  sight  of  God.     By  faith  we  are  united  to  Christ, 
or  made  one  with  Christ,  so  that  the  righteousness 
of  Christ   becomes   our    righteousness  ;    and    God 
accepts  us  in  His  Son  as  perfectly  righteous — even 
as  righteous  as  Christ  Himself  is  righteous  !     "  For 
God  hath  made  Him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  no 
sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  Him."  (2  Cor.  v.  21.)    Believing,  therefore, 
as  perishing  sinners,  on  Christ  crucified,  we  are  justi- 
fied by  faith  ;  and  being  justified  by  faith,  we  have 
peace  with  God  through  Christ ;  and  through  Christ, 
we  rejoice  in  hope  of  glory.     For,  being  made,  by 
faith  in  His  blood  and  righteousness,  one  with  Christ, 
we  obtain  a  full  title  to  an  eternal  heaven  with  all  its 
joys  and  glories.     Justification  is  a  work  without  us ; 
sanctification  is  a  work  within  us.     In  justification, 
the  righteousness  of  Christ  is,  through  faith,  imputed 
to  our  souls ;  in  sanctification,  the  grace  of  righte- 
ousness is,  by  the  Spirit,  imparted  to  our  hearts — and 
so  imparted,  that  we  are  enabled  to  "do  righteous- 
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ness."     Sanctification  is  that  work  of  the  Spirit  in 
which  corrupt  and  sinful  creatures  are  made  holy  in 
heart  and  life ;  in  which  weak  and  worthless  creatures 
are  made  meet  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Justifica- 
tion and  sanctification,  though  quite  distinct,  are  quite 
inseparable.    For  whoever  by  faith  in  Christ  is  freely 
justified,  will  by  the  Spirit  of  God  be  entirely  sanctified. 
2.   God  is  the  Author  of  sanctification. 
Sanctification  is  not   the   work   of   man,   but   of 
God.     "  O   Father,   sanctify  them."     No  man  can 
quicken   his  own  heart,   or   sanctify   his  own  soul. 
Only  He,  who  made  the  heart  at  first,  can,  now  it  is 
wicked,  make  it  anew.      Only  He,  who  breathed  into 
man  at  first  a  living  soul,  can,  now  it  is  dead  in  sin, 
quicken  and  sanctify  it  for  Himself.    Sanctification  is 
the  communication  of  spiritual  life  to  the  penitent 
believer;  it  is  the  opening  of  a  fountain  in  his  heart, 
which  springs  up  to  life  eternal ;  it  is  the  writing  of 
the   divine  law  on  his    mind,   the  forming  of  the 
divine  image   in  his  soul,   the   enlightening  of  his 
understanding  to  know  and  to  love  spiritual  things. 
And   only  He,  who  "  commanded  the  light  to  shine 
out  of  darkness,  can  shine  in  our  hearts  to  give  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ."     Sanctification  is  a  death 
unto  sin,  and  a  new  birth  unto   righteousness ;  it  is 
a  resurrection  from   the  death  of  sin ;  it  is  a  new 
creation  in  Christ  Jesus!     It  is  a  work  which  can 
be  effected  neither  "  by  might  nor  by  power ;  but 
only  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord."     God  only  by 
His  Spirit  can  sprinkle   clean  water  upon  us,  and 
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make  us  clean;  He  only  can  create  in  us  clean 
hearts,  and  renew  right  spirits  within  us ;  He  only 
can  sanctify  us  wholly,  body,  soul,  and  spirit,  and 
enable  us  to  stand  unblamable  in  holiness,  at  the 
coming  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Further : 

3.  Regeneration  is  the  commencement  of  sanctifi- 
cation. 

When  heavenly  light  is  poured  into  the  under- 
standing, when  the  incorruptible  seed  is  sown  in 
the  heart,  when  spiritual  life  is  imparted  to  the  soul, 
when  a  divine  nature  is  communicated  to  the  mind, 
then  we  begin  to  be  sanctified.  This  time,  often  a 
time  of  great  sorrow  to  the  penitent,  is  always  a 
time  of  great  joy  in  heaven.  "  There  is  joy  in 
the  presence  of  the  angels  of  God  over  one  sinner 
that  repenteth."  The  spiritual  birth  of  the  soul 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  regenera- 
tion ;  regeneration  is  the  commencement  of  sancti- 
fication ;  without  sanctification  we  cannot  be  saved. 
"  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  except  a  man  be 
born  of  the  Spirit,  he  cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of 
God." 

Again : 

4.  Sanctification  is  a  progressive  work. 
Though   the  beginning   of  sanctification   may  be 

unknown,  yet  whenever  it  begins  in  the  regenera- 
tion of  the  soul  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  its  progress  is 
sure,  and  its  effects  manifest.  "  The  wind  bloweth 
where  it  listeth,  and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof, 
but  canst  not  tell  whence  it  cometh,  nor  whither  it 
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goeth ;  so  is  every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit." 
Beginning  in  a  conviction  of  sin,  and  a  desire  to  be 
saved,  it  proceeds  to  deep  repentance  towards  God, 
to  stedfast  faith  in  Christ,  and  to  universal  holiness 
of  life.  The  further  progress  of  sanctification  will 
be  further  evidenced  by  a  deeper  sense  of  the  evil 
of  sin,  and  by  a  clearer  view  of  the  atonement  of 
Christ ;  by  greater  deadness  to  the  things  of  the 
world,  and  by  stronger  desires  for  communion  with 
God ;  by  greater  delight  in  acts  of  devotion,  and  by 
greater  diligence  in  the  performance  of  good  works. 
The  believer  will  give  "  all  diligence  to  add  to  his 
faith  virtue,  and  to  virtue  knowledge;  and  to  know- 
ledge temperance ;  and  to  temperance  patience ; 
and  to  patience  godliness;  and  to  godliness  brotherly 
kindness;  and  to  brotherly  kindness  charity."  Grace 
in  the  heart  springs  up  first  the  blade ;  then  the  ear ; 
and  after  that  the  full  corn  in  the  ear.  "  The  path 
of  the  just  is  like  the  morning  light,  which  in- 
creaseth  in  brightness  to  the  perfect  day."  The  true 
Christian  is  first  a  babe ;  then  a  young  man ;  and, 
lastly,  a  father  in  Christ.  He  desires  at  first,  as  a 
new-born  babe,  the  sincere  milk  of  the  word,  but 
as  he  grows  in  grace,  and  as  the  work  of  sanctifica- 
tion advances  in  his  soul,  he  partakes  of  the  richer 
provisions  of  the  Gospel,  until,  as  a  perfect  man  of 
full  age,  he  comes  to  the  measure  of  the  stature  of 
the  fulness  of  Christ.  But  yet  the  language  of  his 
heart,  and  the  labour  of  his  life  will  be,  "  Not  as 
though  I  had  already  attained,  either  were  already 
perfect ;  but  this  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting  those 
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things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto 
those  things  which  are  before,  I  press  towards  the 
mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus." 

Finally  : 

5.  The  effects  of  sanctification  are  holiness  and 
devotion. 

Being  sanctified  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  believer 
in  Christ  forsakes  all  sin,  comes  out  of  the  world, 
and  has  no  needless  intercourse  with  the  wicked. 
He  is  entirely  converted  to  God ;  and  to  God  he 
cleaves  with  purpose  of  heart.  He  joins  himself  to 
those,  who  fear  God  and  do  righteousness.  His 
temper  is  meek  and  lowly ;  his  language  pure  and 
edifying ;  his  pursuits  lawful  and  right ;  his  conduct 
just  and  holy.  He  is  kind  and  tender  hearted  ;  he 
is  forbearing  and  forgiving.  He  returns  good  for 
evil ;  he  returns  blessing  for  cursing,  and  prayer  for 
persecution.  He  is  self-denying  and  frugal,  that  he 
may  be  beneficent  and  bountiful.  He  is  ever  active 
in  the  service,  and  ever  liberal  in  the  cause,  of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.  He  is  heavenly-minded,  his  affec- 
tions are  not  set  on  things  below,  but  placed  on 
things  above. 

The  believer  in  Christ,  the  true  Christian,  is  a 
"  holy  temple  ;"  he  is  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
he  is  favoured  with  the  divine  presence  ;  he  is  con- 
secrated to  the  divine  service.  He  is  a  "  holy  priest," 
one  of  the  holy  and  royal  priesthood,  a  priest  and  a 
king  unto  God,  set  apart  to  offer  living  and  spiritual 
sacrifices.  He  is  a  "  holy  sacrifice  ;"  and  he  offers 
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himself,  body  and  soul,  a  living  and  holy  sacrifice 
acceptable  to  God,  through  Jesus  Christ.  He  is  a 
man  of  prayer  he  prays  in  secret,  and  in  his  family ; 
he  prays  always,  or  is  always  in  the  spirit  of  prayer. 
He  searches  the  Scriptures  daily,  and  daily  suppli- 
cates the  aid  of  the  Spirit,  "  that  he  may  understand 
the  Scriptures."  His  heart  is  comforted  in  the  house 
of  prayer;  his  mind  is  instructed  by  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel ;  his  soul  is  strengthened  and  refreshed 
at  the  table  of  the  Lord. 

We  proceed  to  contemplate, 

II.    THE  MEANS  OF  SANCTIFICATION. 

The  means,  or  the  instrument  of  sanctification,  is 
the  truth,  or  the  word  of  God.  "  Sanctify  them 
through  thy  truth  ;  thy  word  is  worth." 

1.  Nothing   but  truth  can  sanctify  :    "  Sanctify 

through  THE  TRUTH." 

Where  there  is  no  truth,  there  can  be  no  holi- 
ness ;  where  error  darkens  the  mind,  wickedness 
will  disgrace  the  conduct.  St.  Paul  informs  us,  that 
God  wills  all  men  to  be  saved,  but  at  the  same  time 
intimates  that  no  man  can  be  saved  but  by  coming 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  For,  truth  is  light ; 
and  while  men  are  unacquainted  with  the  truth,  they 
are  in  darkness,  in  error,  and  in  sin.  Error  cannot 
sanctify  ;  false  doctrines  cannot  make  holy.  The 
greatest  part  of  mankind  are  unholy  in  heart,  and 
ungodly  in  conduct,  because  they  have  not  the  light 
of  revelation ;  or  because  they  are  unacquainted 
with  the  truth.  Why  burns  the  Australian  with  in- 
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extinguishable  fury  against  his  enemies,   and  desires 
to  eat  their  flesh  and  drink  their  blood  ?   Because  he 
is  unacquainted   with    the    truth.      Why   sells  the 
African    his  fellow-man    into  worse   than   slavery? 
Why  trusts  he  in  charms,  and  worships  devils  ?    Be- 
cause he  is  unacquainted  with  the  truth.     Why  does 
the  Hindoo  torture  or  destroy  himself?  why  does  he 
burn  widows,  drown  children,   or  murder  parents  ? 
Because  he  is  unacquainted  with  the  truth.     Why 
does  the  Mahomedan  indulge  every  fleshly  lust,  and 
cherish  every  vindictive  feeling,   and  all  the  while 
dream  of  paradise  ?  Because  he  is  unacquainted  with 
the  truth.     Why  does  the  Jew  sink  below  the  level 
of  his  species,  and  become  a  bye-word  on  the  earth  ? 
Because  he  is  unacquainted  with  the  truth.     Why 
does  the  Papist  expect  assistance  from  images,  par- 
don from  priests,   and  salvation  from  works?     Be- 
cause he  is  unacquainted  with  the  truth.  Why  does 
the  nominal  Protestant — the  educational  churchman, 
or   the  educational  dissenter — expect  to  enter   the 
kingdom  of  holiness  without  being  sanctified  ?     Be- 
cause  he   is  unacquainted   with  the  truth.     What 
millions  of  mankind,  unacquainted  with  thy  truth,  O 
Lord,  are  now  dwelling  in  darkness,  and  perishing  in 
their  sins !      Lord    God  of  mercy  !    send  forth  the 
light  of  thy  truth  to  those  who  are  dwelling  in  dark- 
ness, and  perishing  in  sin  ;  that  they  may  all  be,  by 
thy  Word,  sanctified  and  saved  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord. 
Again  : 
2.  Nothing  but  divine  truth,  the  truth  of  God,  can 
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sanctify  men.  "  O  God !  sanctify  the  IIITHROUGII  THY 
TRUTH." 

Not  every  kind  of  truth  can  sanctify  the  soul.  A 
system  of  morals  may  contain  many  essential  truths  ; 
but  a  system  of  morals,  however  truly  framed,  or 
wisely  applied,  will  never  convert  or  sanctify  the 
heart.  The  fitness  of  things  may  be  displayed  as 
founded  in  nature  and  agreeable  to  truth  ;  but  the 
fitness  of  things,  however  displayed,  or  however  em- 
ployed, will  never  sanctify  man,  or  make  him  fit  for 
heaven.  The  inductions  of  philosophy  may  be  full 
of  truth  and  wisdom  ;  but  the  truths  of  philosophy, 
however  they  may  expand  or  elevate  the  mind  of 
man,  can  never  save  his  soul.  The  discoveries  of 
science  may  all  be  natural  or  physical  truths :  but 
the  discoveries  of  science,  however  they  may  evince 
the  intellect,  or  manifest  the  genius  of  man,  can 
never  make  him  wise  to  salvation,  or  meet  for  glory. 
Sanctification  can  be  effected  only  by  divine  truth, 
or  by  the  word  of  God. 

For,  further : 

3.  "  The  Truth"  or  divine  Truth,  is  the  Word  of 
God.  "  Sanctify  them,  O  God,  through  thy  truth  ; 

THY  WORD  IS  TRUTH." 

The  Scriptures  are  proved  to  be  the  revelation  of 
God  by  every  external  evidence,  by  which  any  writ- 
ings can  be  proved  to  be  true.  They  have,  also,  an 
internal  evidence  of  their  divine  original — convincing 
and  irresistible.  Besides,  the  analoigcal  evidence, 
the  harmony  between  the  words  of  revelation,  and 
the  works  of  creation,  shows  that  the  Author  of  crea- 
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tion  and  of  revelation  is  the  same  Author,  the  one 
true  and  eternal  God.  The  Scriptures,  then,  are 
the  word  of  God;  and  the  word  of  God  is  THE 
TRUTH.  "  The  Scriptures  have  God  for  their  Author, 
salvation  for  their  end,  and  truth  without  any  mix- 
ture of  error  for  their  matter."  This  holy  word,  first 
spoken  by  the  God  of  truth,  reveals  the  truth  to  man : 
it  reveals  the  only  true  God,  the  Maker  and  Judge 
of  the  world  ;  it  reveals  the  only  true  Saviour,  the 
Redeemer  of  mankind ;  it  reveals  the  only  true  Spi- 
rit, the  Sanctifier  of  souls.  This  divine  Word  alone 
teaches  the  true  state  of  mankind  as  fallen  and  pe- 
rishing sinners ;  and  it  alone  offers  to  all  men  the 
"  true  record  which  God  has  given  of  his  Son,"  "  the 
true  and  faithful  saying  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
ners." This  word  states  the  true  duty  of  man ;  and 
requires  from  every  man  repentance  towards  God, 
faith  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  the  performance  of  all 
good  works. 

Finally : 

4.  The  word  of  God  is  the  instrument  of  sanc- 
tification.  "  Sanctify  them,  O  God,  through  thy 
word !" 

"  The  promises"  of  the  word  of  God  are  "  exceed- 
ing great  and  precious ;"  and,  by  these  "  promises," 
are  we  made  partakers  of  a  divine  nature.  For  the 
word  of  God  is  the  divinely-appointed  means  of 
regeneration  and  sanctification  ;  and  when  employed 
by  the  Spirit,  it  renews  and  sanctifies  the  soul.  For, 
the  word  of  God,  as  contained  in  the  Scriptures, 
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can  of  itself  impart  neither  instruction,  nor  life,  nor 
holiness ;  it  is  only  when  applied  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  to  the  soul  of  man  that  it  teaches,  and  quickens, 
and  sanctifies.  God  says  in  His  word,  "  I  will 
sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
clean  ;  from  all  your  sins  and  wickedness  will  I 
cleanse  you  !"  And  Jesus,  the  Son  of  God,  died  on 
the  cross  to  procure  the  Holy  Spirit  thus  to  cleanse 
us.  He  gave  Himself  a  sacrifice  for  us,  "  that  He 
might  sanctify  and  cleanse  us  with  the  washing  of 
His  Spirit  by  the  word." 

For,  through  the  word  of  God,  the  light  of  truth 
enters  and  instructs  the  mind ;  "  The  entrance  of 
thy  word,  0  God,  giveth  understanding."  (Psal.  cxix. 
130.)  "  Through  the  word  of  God,  we  are  born 
again  of  the  Spirit ;  with  the  word  of  truth  hast 
Thou,  O  God,  regenerated  us ;"  "  Thy  word  hath 
quickened  us ;"  we  are  born  again  of  incorruptible 
seed,  of  the  word  of  God,  which  liveth  and  abideth 
for  ever.  "  For,  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  sure, 
and  makes  wise  the  simple.  The  commandment  of 
the  Lord  is  pure,  and  enlightens  the  eyes.  The  sta- 
tutes of  the  Lord  are  right,  and  rejoice  the  heart. 
The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfect,  and  converts  the 
soul."  And,  when,  through  the  grace  of  the  Spirit 
of  life,  we  have  experienced  the  power  of  the  word 
of  God  in  our  own  souls,  we  shall  say,  "  I  shall 
never  forget  thy  word,  O  Lord  ;  for  with  it  Thou 
hast  quickened  me."  (Psal.  cxix.  50,  &c.)  And 
having  felt  its  renewing  power  in  our  hearts,  we 
shall  make  it  the  guiding  rule  of  our  lives  :  we  shall 
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"  hide  the  word  of  God  in  our  hearts,  that  we  may 
not  sin  against  Him."  (Psal.  cxix.  11.)  For,  "our 
way  can  be  cleansed,  our  steps  can  be  ordered,  our 
life  can  be  sanctified, — only  by  taking  heed  to  His 
word  !" 

For,  by  nature  we  are  adverse  to  the  holiness  of 
God,  and  complain  of  the  strictness  of  His  law  :  nor, 
of  ourselves,  should  we  ever  keep  His  command- 
ment, or  seek  His  righteousness.  But  "  God  puts 
His  Spirit  within  us,  and  causes  us  to  walk  in  His 
statutes."  His  Spirit  writes  His  law  in  our  hearts, 
and  we  "after  the  inner  man  delight  in  His  law." 
The  influence  of  the  Spirit  overcomes  the  reluctance 
of  our  wills,  and  purifies  the  pollution  of  our  hearts, 
and  we  become  the  willing  and  obedient  servants  of 
the  Lord.  The  word  of  God,  through  his  Spirit, 
reveals  the  gracious  Saviour  to  our  minds,  in  all 
His  sufficiency  and  loveliness ;  and  the  Spirit  of 
God,  through  His  word,  generates  in  our  hearts,  the 
grateful  love  of  "  Him,  who  loved  us,  and  washed 
us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood  !"  The  love  of 
Christ  prevailing  in  the  heart  constrains  always  to 
acts  of  devotion,  and  to  deeds  of  righteousness.  The 
Spirit  continually  strengthens  this  love  in  our  breasts, 
and  works  his  own  work  in  our  hearts;  and  we, 
under  His  influence,  in  body,  soul,  and  spirit,  are 
sanctified  !  and,  O  Spirit  of  the  Living  God !  thus 
sanctify  us,  through  thy  truth ;  thy  word  is  truth ! 

But,  in  conclusion, 

1.  How  important  is  the  Prayer  of  our  Lord! 

It  is  the  prayer  of  the  Eternal  Son  to  the  Eternal 
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Father,  that  the  Eternal  Spirit  would,  through  the 
truth  of  God,  sanctify  His  people  !     "  O  righteous 
Father !     Sanctify    them   through  thy   truth ;    thy 
Word  is  truth !" 
Again  : 

2.  How  precious  is  the  Word  of  God. 

It  is  the  instrument  by  which  sinful  men  are 
sanctified.  Nothing  can  change  the  heart  but  the 
Gospel  of  Christ ;  nothing  can  sanctify  the  soul  but 
the  word  of  truth  !  The  history  of  our  race  does 
not  furnish  an  instance  of  a  heart  changed,  or  of  a 
soul  sanctified  without  the  instrumentality  of  the 
word  of  God.  0  precious  Bible  !  Holy  Scripture  ! 
Divine  Word  !  Eternal  Truth  ;  the  Truth  of  God  ! 
"  Sanctify  us,  0  God,  through  thy  truth ;  thy  word 
is  truth !" 

Further : 

3.  How   necessary   is    the   sanctification  of  the 
Soul 

The  last  and  great  request,  which  Jesus  made  to 
His  Father,  was  for  the  sanctification  of  His  people ! 
Sanctification  is  the  great  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  Christians ;  it  is  the  work  in 
which  the  soul  is  renewed  in  the  image  of  God,  and 
the  conduct  is  conformed  to  the  example  of  Christ ; 
it  is  the  work  in  which  the  believer  becomes  a  par- 
taker of  spiritual  life,  and  is  made  meet  for  eternal 
blessedness.  For,  sanctification  is  ever  joined  both 
with  justification  and  with  glory.  If  we  are  freely 
justified,  we  shall  be  graciously  sanctified  ;  and  if 
we  are  graciously  sanctified,  we  shall  be  eternally 


SANCTIFICATION.  163 

glorified ;  but,  we  repeat,  unless  we  are  sanctified, 
we  cannot  be  saved  ! 

4.  What,  then,  do  you  know  of  sanctification,  my 
brethren  ?     What  do  you  know  of  the  Scriptures,  as 
the  Instrument — of  the  Spirit,  as  the  Agent — and  of 
Holiness,  as  the  effect  of  Sanctification  ? 

Having  been  justified  freely  through  faith  in  the 
blood  of  Jesus,  have  you  been  graciously  sanctified 
through  the  truth  "  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God  ?"  Is 
the  work  of  sanctification  begun  in  your  souls  ?  Do 
its  fruits  of  holiness  appear  in  your  lives  ?  Are  you 
"  separated  from  the  course  of  the  world  ?"  Are 
you  "  cleansed  from  the  pollutions  of  sin  ?"  Are  you 
"  set  apart  to  the  service  of  the  Lord  ?"  In  daily 
searching  of  the  Scriptures,  and  under  the  constant 
influence  of  the  Spirit,  do  you  desire  to  be  holy  as 
God  is  holy ;  and  strive  to  be  pure,  as  Christ  is 
pure  ?  For  again  we  say,  "  Unless  ye  are  regene- 
rated, ye  cannot  be  sanctified  ;  unless  ye  are  sancti- 
fied, ye  cannot  be  holy ;  and  unless  ye  be  holy,  ye 
cannot  see  the  Lord  !" 

Finally  : 

5.  If  the  word  of  God  has,  by  the  Spirit,  been 
made  the  means  of  your  sancti/ication,  this  blessed 
word  will  become  the  study  of  your  heart,  and  the 
guide  of  your  life. 

You  will  press  it  daily  to  your  breasts ;  you  will 
search  it  daily  ;  and  daily  will  you  pray  for  the 
Spirit,  that  you  may  understand  it,  and  feel  it,  and 
practise  it.  The  Spirit  of  God  will  then  bless  the 
perusal  of  His  own  word,  and  complete  in  your 
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souls  His  own  work.  The  prayer  of  Christ  will,  in 
your  case,  be  graciously  fulfilled ;  and  ye  shall  be 
"  wholly  sanctified  through  the  truth !"  In  every 
need,  "  ye  will,  out  of  the  fulness  of  Christ,  receive 
grace  upon  grace  ;"  and  even  in  all  your  afflictions, 
ye  shall  be  changed  from  glory  to  glory,  even  as  by 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  !  Nor  will  the  Spirit  cease, 
by  His  word,  to  work  in  you,  until,  having  trans- 
formed you  into  the  perfect  likeness  of  Christ,  He 
presents  you,  faultless,  before  the  throne  of  glory, 
through  the  same  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  ! 
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SERMON  XII. 

MARY  AT  THE  SEPULCHRE  OF  JESUS. 

JOHN  xx.  11,  12,  13. 

But  Mary  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre  weeping  ; 
and  as  she  wept,  she  stooped  down  into  the  sepul- 
chre, and  seeth  two  angels  in  white  sitting,  the  one 
at  the  head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet,  where  the 
body  of  Jesus  had  lain.  And  they  say  unto  her, 
Woman,  why  weepest  thou  ?  She  saith  unto 
them,  Because  they  have  taken  away  my  Lord, 
and  I  know  not  where  they  have  laid  Him. 

OUR  blessed  Lord  came  into  the  world  to  suffer 
and  to  die  for  sinners ;  but  His  disciples  dreamed 
that  He  came  to  reign  and  prosper  in  the  earth. 
While,  therefore,  He  wrought  His  glorious  miracles, 
they  eagerly  followed  Him  ;  but  they  hastily  for- 
sook Him  in  His  dangerous  sufferings.  "  The 
Friend  of  sinners,"  in  the  time  of  trial,  was  forsaken 
by  all  His  chosen  friends.  "  Then  all  the  disciples 
forsook  Him  and  fled."  But  though  all  men  showed 
such  unmanly  and  cowardly  fear,  a  few  women 
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manifested  a  manly  and  heroic  courage.  They  for- 
sook Him  neither  at  His  trial,  nor  after  His  condem- 
nation ;  neither  on  the  cross,  nor  in  the  tomb ! 
Among  this  little  band  of  heroic  women,  Mary  Mag- 
delene  is  particularly  distinguished.  "  The  first  day 
of  the  week  she  cometh  early,  when  it  was  yet 
dark,  unto  the  sepulchre,  and  seeth  the  stone  taken 
away  from  the  sepulchre.  Then  she  runneth,  and 
saith  to  Simon  Peter,  and  to  the  disciple,  whom 
Jesus  loved,  "  They  have  taken  the  Lord  out  of  the 
sepulchre,  and  we  know  not  where  they  have  laid 
Him."  Peter,  therefore,  and  John  ran  to  the  sepul- 
chre, and  found,  as  Mary  had  said,  that  the  body  of 
Jesus  was  taken  away.  "  Then  the  disciples  went 
away  again  to  their  own  home.  But  Mary  stood 
without  at  the  sepulchre  weeping  ;  and  as  she  wept 
she  stooped  down,  and  looked  into  the  sepulchre, 
and  seeth  two  angels  in  white  sitting,  the  one  at  the 
head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet,  where  the  body  of 
Jesus  had  lain.  And  they  say  unto  her,  Woman, 
why  weepest  thou  ?  She  saith  unto  them,  Be- 
cause they  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know 
not  where  they  have  laid  Him.  And  when  she  had 
thus  said,  she  turned  herself  back,  and  saw  Jesus 
standing,  and  knew  not  that  it  was  Jesus.  Jesus 
saith  unto  her,  Woman,  why  weepest  thou  ?  whom 
seekest  thou  ?  She,  supposing  Him  to  be  the  gar- 
dener, saith  unto  Him,  Sir,  if  thou  have  borne 
Him  hence,  tell  me  where  thou  hast  laid  Him,  and 
I  will  take  Him  away.  Jesus  saith  unto  her, 
Mary  !  She  turned  herself  and  saith  unto  Him, 
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Rabboni !  which  is  to  say,  Master.  Jesus  saith 
unto  her,  Touch  Me  not,  for  I  am  not  yet 
ascended  to  my  Father;  but  go  to  my  brethren,  and 
say  unto  them,  I  ascend  unto  my  Father,  and  your 
Father;  and  to  my  God,  and  your  God.  Mary 
Magdelene  came  and  told  the  disciples  that  she  had 
seen  the  Lord,  and  that  He  had  spoken  these  things 
unto  her." 

Let  us,  in  the  following  discourse,  contemplate  the 
conduct,  the  temper,  and  the  consolation  of  Mary  on 
the  death  of  our  Lord. 

Let  us  contemplate, 

I.  THE  CONDUCT  OF  MARY. 

Her  conduct  was  very  diligent,  earnest,  and  per- 
severing. The  shameful  death  of  Christ  did  not 
cool  the  ardent  love  of  Mary.  Her  love,  though 
strongly  tried,  overcame  all  obstacles  in  seeking  her 
Lord.  Sadly  thinking  that  she  had  lost  her  Lord 
for  ever,  and  deeply  sensible  of  her  loss,  she  sighed 
and  wept  indeed,  but  left  no  means  untried,  again 
to  find  Him. 

1.  Her  conduct  was  very  diligent. 

Our  Lord  was  crucified  on  the  evening  before 
the  Jewish  sabbath-day ;  on  which  day  the  Jews 
were  all  required  to  rest.  And  Mary,  also,  who 
had  surely  rested  on  the  sabbath  day,  "  according 
to  the  commandment,"  yet  had,  doubtless,  passed  a 
sorrowful  sabbath  day,  and  a  sleepless  sabbath  night. 
For  on  the  first  day  of  the  week  she  arose  very  early 
in  the  morning,  even  while  it  was  yet  dark,  and 
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hastened  to  the  tomb,  where  her  Lord  was  laid. 
She  arose  from  the  bed,  which  she  had  watered  with 
her  tears,  and  hastened  to  weep  at  the  sepulchre  of 
Jesus.  So  early,  so  active,  so  diligent  was  she  in 
seeking  her  crucified  Lord. 
Again  : 

2.  Her  conduct  was  very  earnest. 

She  hastened  early  to  the  sepulchre  of  Christ,  and 
when  she  found  it  empty,  she  ran  to  tell  His  dis- 
ciples, "  They  have  taken  the  Lord  out  of  the  se- 
pulchre, and  I  know  not  where  they  have  laid 
Him."  When  she  had  communicated  the  mysterious 
tidings,  she  returned  hastily  to  the  sepulchre.  How 
eagerly  did  she  run  backwards  and  forwards  to  the 
tomb  of  her  Lord  !  Her  whole  heart  was  fixed  on 
Christ,  her  whole  soul  was  inflamed  with  His  love  ; 
and  her  body,  like  her  soul,  on  wings  of  love,  flew 
to  His  tomb. 

Further : 

3.  Her  conduct  was  very  persevering. 

The  two  disciples,  Peter  and  John,  who  really 
loved  Christ,  ran,  indeed,  with  marvellous  surprise 
to  the  sepulchre.  They  examined  it,  and  found  it 
empty ;  they  silently  wondered,  and  sadly  went 
home.  "  But  Mary  stood  without  weeping  at  the 
sepulchre."  Peter  and  John  soon  Mrent  home ;  but 
Mary  long  staid  at  the  sepulchre  weeping!  She 
had  hoped  in  sadness  of  soul  to  perform  the  last 
offices  of  love  to  the  body  of  our  crucified  Lord, 
but  her  heart  was  disappointed,  and  she  wept. 
Faithful,  affectionate,  constant  woman  !  She  seems 
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willing  rather  to  lie  down  and  die  in  the  tomb  of 
Jesus,  than  to  go  away  without  finding  Him.  She 
could  not  find  her  Lord  ;  she  could  not  leave  His 
tomb !  What  could  she  do  ?  She  stopped  and 
wept.  "  And  Mary  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre 
weeping." 

But  further,  let  us  contemplate, 

II.  THE  TEMPER  OF  MARY. 
Her  temper  was  very  affectionate,  very  respectful, 
very  sad. 

1.  Her  temper  was  very  affectionate. 

Her  deep  grief  indicated  her  strong  affection  ; 
and  her  affection  was  pure,  generous,  and  disin- 
terested. She  expected  no  return  for  her  trouble, 
or  for  her  tears.  It  were  at  that  time  disgraceful 
and  dangerous  to  be  in  any  way  related  to  the 
crucified  Nazarene  ;  but  the  love  of  Mary  smiled  at 
disgrace  and  danger  for  His  sake.  "  We  often  deem 
the  disgrace  or  danger  of  doing  some  good  to  be 
great,  because  our  love  for  it  is  but  small.  But 
Mary  looked  on  disgrace  and  danger  as  nothing, 
because  she  counted  it  both  joy  and  gain  to  lose 
everything  in  seeking  Him,  whom  she  loved." 

2.  Her  temper  was  very  respectful. 

It  was  neither  familiar,  nor  bold,  nor  irreverent ; 
but  courteous,  tender,  and  reverential.  "  Sir,"  says 
she  to  him,  whom  she  supposed  to  be  the  gardener; 
"  Sir,  if  thou  have  borne  him  hence,  tell  me  where 
thou  hast  laid  him,  and  I  will  take  him  away."  She 
honoured  the  lifeless  body  of  the  despised  Nazarene. 
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Though  Jesus  had  been  crucified  as  a  malefactor  be- 
tween two  thieves,  yet  she  reverently  called  Him 
"  Lord  !"     "  They  have  taken  away  my  Lord  out  of 
the  sepulchre,  and  I  know  not  where  they  have  laid 
Him." 

But, 

3.  Her  temper  was  very  sad. 

Grieved  in  spirit  at  not  finding  her  Lord  in  the 
sepulchre ;  disappointed  in  heart  in  not  being  able 
to  embalm  His  body,  she  leaned  her  drooping  head 
against  the  broken  tomb,  and  relieved  the  sadness  of 
her  heart  in  a  flood  of  tears.  "  She  stood  at  the 
sepulchre  weeping."  Here  she  stood  thinking  sadly 
on  the  joys  and  the  days  which  were  passed, — 
"  Never  man  spake  like  this  man  !  How  sweet  were 
His  words  to  my  soul !  But  I  shall  no  more  sit  at 
His  feet — no  more  hear  His  words — no  more  share 
His  kindness.  But,  I  cannot  go  away  ;  I  cannot 
leave  His  tomb  ;  I  will  stay  and  weep  yet  longer.'' 
"  And  she  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre  weeping." 

Did  you  ever  lose  a  friend,  whom  you  loved  as 
your  own  soul  ?  Did  you  ever  visit  the  sod  which 
covers  his  body,  and  drop  your  tears  on  his  grave  ? 
Or,  did  you  ever  enter  the  sepulchre,  where  he  lies 
entombed,  and  lay  your  trembling  hand  on  his  moulder- 
ing coffin ;  while,  not  your  quivering  lips,  but  your 
bleeding  heart,  has  said,  "Thiscoffin  containsthe  ashes 
of  him,  whom  in  life  I  loved  ?"  Then  may  you  con- 
ceive, better  than  we  can  describe,  the  sorrows  of 
Mary  at  the  tomb  of  Jesus.  But  what  sculptor,  or 
what  painter,  could  fitly  describe  her  weeping  at  the 
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sepulchre  ?     What  poet  or  what  prophet  could  fully 
express  the  sorrows  of  her  heart  ? 
But,  lastly,  let  us  contemplate, 

III.  THE  CONSOLATION  OF  MARY. 

She  is  addressed  by  angels,  comforted  by  Jesus, 
and  adopted  into  the  family  of  God. 

1 .  She  is  addressed  by  angels. 

Some  persons,  who  call  themselves  Christians, 
deny  the  divine  glory  of  Christ ;  but  holy  angels, 
who  had  worshipped  Him  in  His  mortal  life,  and 
succoured  Him  in  His  shameful  death,  descended 
from  their  thrones  to  sit  in  the  sepulchre,  where  the 
body  of  their  Lord  had  lain.  As  Mary  stood  and 
wept,  she  stooped  down,  and  looked  into  the  sepul- 
chre ;  and  saw  two  angels  in  white  sitting  the  one  at 
the  head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet,  where  the  body 
of  Jesus  had  lain.  And  they  say  unto  her,  "  Woman, 
why  weepest  thou  ?  She  saith  unto  them,  Because 
they  have  taken  away  my  Lord,  and  I  know  not 
where  they  have  laid  Him."  If  anything  merely 
human  could  be  interesting  to  angels,  surely  it  must 
be  the  conduct  of  Mary  at  the  tomb  of  our  Lord. 
And  it  was  kind  in  the  angels  to  inquire  the  cause 
of  her  tears,  and  to  sympathize  with  her  sorrows. 
And  their  shining  appearance  in  the  tomb,  and  their 
manifest  respect  to  her  Lord,  would  somewhat 
brighten  the  gloom  of  her  breast,  and  lighten  the 
burden  of  her  distress.  But  her  affections  were  en- 
tirely fixed  on  her  Lord  ;  and  nothing  but  the  sight 
of  her  Lord  could  satisfy  the  desires  of  her  soul.  In- 
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flamed  herself  with  the  love  of  Christ,  she  turned  her 
eyes  on  every  side  to  find  the  object  of  her  love.  And, 
filled  herself  with  thoughts  of  Christ,  she  supposed 
that  all  persons  thought  of  Christ  as  she  thought  of 
Him. 

Again  : 

2.   She  is  comforted  by  Jesus. 

Scarcely  had  Mary  replied  to  the  inquiry  of  the 
angels,  than  she  turned  round,  and  saw  Jesus  Him- 
self, but  did  not  know  that  it  was  Jesus.  "  And  Jesus 
said,  Woman,  why  weepest  thou  ?  whom  seekest 
thou  ?"  She,  supposing  Him  to  be  the  gardener, 
and  thinking  that  he  might  have  removed  the  body, 
made  no  reply  to  his  inquiries,  but  eagerly,  asked, 
"  Sir,  if  thou  have  borne  Him  hence,  tell  me  where 
thou  hast  laid  Him,  and  I  will  take  Him  away." 
Jesus,  pleased  with  this  fresh  evidence  of  her  affec- 
tion, determined  at  once  to  remove  her  error,  her 
anxiety,  and  her  woe.  He,  therefore,  spoke  to  her 
in  a  tone  which  she  could  not  but  remember,  but 
which  no  mortal  can  imitate,  and  called  her  by  her 
name,  "  Mary  !"  That  word  was  with  power ;  that 
word  went  through  her  heart ;  that  word  revealed 
her  Lord ;  and  she  instantly  exclaimed  "  Rabboni !" 
"  My  great,  my  excellent  Master  !"  For  Christ  was 
now  become,  in  a  new  manner,  not  only  the  Master 
and  Lord  of  Mary,  but  the  Master  and  Lord  of  all, 
whom  He  had  redeemed  by  His  blood.  Mary  thus 
found  Jesus  at  the  sepulchre,  not  dead,  but  alive ; 
not  only  alive  again,  but  full  of  unutterable  love, 
and  willing  to  bestow  immortal  blessings  on  her 
soul. 
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For, 

3.  She  is  adopted  into  the  family  of  God. 

She  first  received  the  blessing  and  the  grace  of 
adoption  from  the  lips  and  Spirit  of  Jesus  Christ. 
She  might,  after  Jesus  had  revealed  Himself  to 
her  soul,  fall  down  and  attempt  to  kiss  His  feet ; 
and  then  He  said  to  her,  "  Touch  me  not,  for  I 
am  not  yet  ascended  to  my  Father ;  but  go  to  my 
brethren,  and  say  unto  them,  I  ascend  to  my  Father 
and  your  Father ;  and  to  my  God,  and  to  your 
God."  Thus  was  Mary  adopted  into  the  family  of 
heaven,  and  commissioned  to  bear  the  glad  tidings 
of  adoption  to  the  mourning  disciples  of  our 
Lord.  "  Go,  tell  my  brethren."  What  consola- 
tion was  it  to  Mary  in  her  sadness  to  be  assured 
by  Him,  whom  her  soul  loved,  that  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  her  God 
and  Father  ;  and  that  the  inheritance,  which 
Christ  had  bought  with  His  blood,  was  her  eternal 
inheritance. 

Such,  then,  was  the  conduct,  the  temper,  and  the 
consolation  of  Mary  on  the  death  of  our  Lord.  We 
may  now  regard  her,  first,  as  the  happy  herald  of  His 
"  glorious  resurrection ;"  and,  2ndly,  contemplate 
her  as  an  encouraging  example  to  inquirers  after  His 
"  great  salvation." 

1.  We  may  regard  her  as  the  happy  herald  of  His 
"  glorious  resurrection" 

When  Jesus  was  crucified  on  Mount  Calvary, 
"  Mary  stood  afar  off,"  and  saw  Him  crucified. 
When  Jesus,  on  the  eve  of  His  death,  was  buried  in 
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the  rich  man's  tomb,  Mary  "  sat  over  against  the 
sepulchre,"  "  and  saw  where  His  body  was  laid." 
When  Jesus,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  rose  early 
from  the  dead,  He  appeared  first  to  Mary,  as  she 
stood  and  wept  over  His  broken  sepulchre.  At  the 
command  of  Jesus,  Mary  went,  as  a  perfect  evi- 
dence of  the  resurrection,  and  told  the  disciples 
that  "  He  was  risen  from  the  dead."  And,  "  Now 
is  Christ  risen  from  the  dead,  and  become  the  first 
fruits  of  them  that  slept." 

Is  Jesus  risen  ?  Then  His  word  is  fulfilled  ;  His 
mission  is  divine  ;  His  gospel  is  true ;  His  salvation 
is  complete  !  Is  Jesus  risen  ?  Then  immortal  life 
is  brought  to  light  by  His  gospel ;  then  death  and 
hell  are  for  ever  conquered  !  "  0  grave,  where  is 
thy  victory?  0  death,  where  is  thy  sting?"  Is 
Jesus  risen  ?  Then  the  law  of  God  is  satisfied,  and 
the  debt  of  man  is  paid  !  Then  His  blood  is  a  suffi- 
cient atonement  for  the  sin  of  the  world,  and  a  suffi- 
cient price  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  !  Is  Jesus 
risen  ?  Then  His  resurrection  is  a  pledge  and  pat- 
tern of  our  resurrection;  and  all,  who  believe  in  Him, 
rihall  arise  immortal  and  glorious  from  the  grave  ?  Is 
Jesus  risen  ?  Then,  as  He  died  for  our  sins,  and  rose 
again  for  our  justification,  so  must  we  die  to  sin,  and 
rise  again  to  righteousness ;  "  as  He  was  raised  from 
the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father,  even  so  we  also 
must  walk  in  newness  of  life  !"  Is  Jesus  risen  ? 
Then  we  must  rise  with  Him,  and  with  Him  seek 
those  things  which  are  above,  where  He  sitteth  on 
the  right  hand  of  God  ;  we  must,  with  Him,  in  heart 
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and  mind,  ever  ascend  "  to  His  Father,  and  our 
Father — to  His  God,  and  our  God  !" 

Again : 

2.   We  may  contemplate  Mary  as  an  encouraging 
example  to  inquirers  after  His  great  salvation. 

Mary  was  diligent  in  seeking  the  body  of  Jesus. 
She  hastened  early  to  His  tomb.  The  penitent  in- 
quirer is  diligent  in  seeking  Christ.  Convinced  of 
his  perishing  state  by  nature,  he  seeks  diligently 
for  eternal  salvation  through  Christ  crucified.  He 
would  "  work  out  his  salvation  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling ;"  and  would  "  give  all  diligence  to  make  his 
calling  and  election  sure."  Mary  was  in  earnest. 
She  ran  eagerly  backwards  and  forwards  to  the  tomb 
of  Christ.  The  penitent  inquirer  is  in  earnest  to 
save  his  soul.  He  would  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come,  and  would  flee  to  the  refuge  set  before  him 
in  Christ.  He  turns  from  the  way  of  sin,  and  would 
run  in  the  way  of  holiness.  Mary  was  persevering. 
Though  she  could  not  for  a  long  time  find  her  Lord, 
yet  she  would  not  give  over  the  search ;  and  when 
her  hope  of  finding  Him  was  nearly  extinct,  she 
still  stopt  and  wept  at  the  sepulchre.  The  penitent 
inquirer  does  not  cease  to  seek,  though  he  does  not 
soon  find  his  Saviour.  If  he  cannot  find,  he  will 
stop  and  weep  at  the  cross.  If  he  must  perish,  he 
will  perish  seeking  Christ  crucified ! 

The  penitent  inquirer,  like  Mary,  in  inquiring 
after  Christ,  is  very  affectionate,  and  reverential,  and 
sad.  To  the  inquirer,  Jesus  is  now  altogether  lovely ; 
and  he  would  love  Jesus  with  all  his  soul.  The 
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name  of  Jesus  is  music  in  his  ear,  and  makes  the 
tear  of  love  to  glisten  in  his  eye  !  Yet  the  inquirer 
regards  Christ  not  as  a  creature,  but  as  the  Creator 
— "  as  God  over  all,  blessed  for  ever !"  For,  he  feels 
that  if  Jesus  is  not  truly  God,  He  cannot  be  the 
Saviour  of  sinners.  But  the  penitent  inquirer  is, 
like  Mary,  very  sad.  He  weeps  with  godly  sor- 
row, because  he  has  sinned  against  his  heavenly 
Father.  He  weeps  because  his  sins  have  resisted 
and  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit.  He  weeps,  especially, 
because  his  sins  have  pierced  and  crucified  his 
blessed  Lord.  But  still,  bitter  though  his  sorrows 
may  be,  he  would  not  exchange  his  bitterest  sorrows 
at  the  cross  of  Christ,  for  the  brightest  joys  of  the 
world.  The  whole  employment  of  Mary  is  ex- 
pressed in  two  words  ; — "  weepest"  and  "  seekest." 
And  the  whole  employment  of  a  penitent  inquirer 
is,  to  weep  and  to  seek — to  weep  before  God,  on 
account  of  his  sins ;  and  to  seek  for  salvation,  through 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  And  our  Lord,  we  just 
remark,  sometimes  suffers  those  whom  He  loves,  and 
by  whom  He  is  beloved,  to  seek  awhile  in  sadness 
for  the  Saviour,  or  to  weep  awhile  before  God  for 
their  sins ;  because  He  knows  that  nothing  is  better 
for  their  souls  than  a  contrite  heart,  or  spiritual 
affliction.  For  affliction  of  soul  or  sorrow  for  sin 
well  prepares  the  way  for  the  receiving  of  Jesus,  and 
for  the  joys  of  salvation.  For  the  penitent  inquirer, 
who,  like  Mary,  as  he  seeks,  weeps  for  the  death  of 
Christ,  shall,  like  Mary,  be  comforted  with  the  joy 
of  His  resurrection.  He  shall,  in  due  time,  through 
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grace  believe  on  Christ  crucified  ;  and  shall  find 
peace  and  joy  in  believing.  Angels  on  earth,  in- 
deed, will  not  inquire  of  him,  why  he  weeps ;  but 
angels  in  heaven  will  rejoice  over  his  repentance. 
He  will  not,  indeed,  find  Christ  in  the  flesh  to  com- 
fort his  heart ;  but  he  will  feel  Christ  alive  in  the 
Spirit,  to  give  spiritual  joy  to  his  soul.  He  will  be 
adopted  into  the  family  of  God,  not  by  Christ  in 
person,  but  by  God  Himself;  for,  he  shall  receive 
from  heaven  the  spirit  of  adoption,  and  cry,  "Abba, 
Father  !"  "  And  the  Spirit  will  bear  witness  with 
his  spirit,  that  he  is  a  child  of  God,"  and  an  heir  of 
glory. 

1.  Ye  inquirers  after  salvation  through  the  cruci- 
fied Saviour  ;  ye  feel  the  corruption  of  your  nature, 
and  pray  for  the  renewal  of  your  hearts  ;  ye  feel  the 
sinfulness  of  your  life,  and  pray  for  the  pardon  of 
your  sins ;  ye  know  from  the  Scriptures  that  the 
blood  of  Jesus  alone  can  wash  away  your  sins,  and 
that  the  Spirit  of  Jesus  alone  can  renew  your  heart. 
Convinced,  therefore,  of  your  lost  state,  ye  seek  for 
salvation  only  through  Christ  crucified.  For  Him 
you  seek  and  weep ;  and  like  Mary  at  the  empty 
tomb  of  Christ,  ye  fear  that  ye  shall  never  find  Him  ! 
But,  Mary  soon  found  more  than  she  had  sought, 
and  obtained  more  than  she  had  desired.  Angels 
soon  soothed  her  sorrows,  and  Jesus  soon  wiped 
away  her  tears.  Be  encouraged,  ye  inquirers  after 
Christ  crucified  !  Angels  now  rejoice  over  your 
repentance  :  Jesus  sees  your  tears  :  God  hears  your 
prayers.  Continue  to  seek  and  weep  like  Mary, 
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and  like  Mary  you  shall  find.  Avoid  all  sin  ;  come 
out  of  the  world ;  have  no  fellowship  with  wicked 
men  ;  use  diligently  all  the  means  of  grace ;  be 
earnest  in  saving  your  soul ;  and  if  you  do  not  soon 
find  the  Saviour,  continue  to  seek  and  weep  at  His 
cross.  Thus  seek,  and  you  will  find  your  difficulties 
less  than  you  might  fear, — your  joys  nearer  than  you 
could  hope, — and  your  reward  greater  than  you  can 
conceive.  For  Jesus  will,  by  His  Spirit,  reveal 
Himself  to  your  soul,  and  impart  to  your  heart  the 
joys  of  His  salvation.  "  He  will  give  you  beauty 
for  ashes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  the  tears  of  mourning, 
and  the  garment  of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness." 
He  will  pardon  your  sins,  and  justify  your  soul; 
He  will  renew  your  heart,  and  sanctify  your  life  ; 
He  will  adopt  you  into  the  family  of  God,  and  make 
you  inheritors  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

Finally : 

2.   Christian  believers,  children  of  the  living  God. 

Christ  Jesus,  who  died  for  your  sins  and  rose 
again  for  your  justification,  is  now  "  ascended  to 
His  Father  and  your  Father,  to  His  God  and  your 
God  !"  Ye,  my  brethren,  have  been  conformed  to 
His  death  and  resurrection  ;  ye  have,  through  the 
Spirit,  died  to  sin  and  risen  again  to  righteousness. 
Being  thus  risen  with  Christ,  you  "  set  not  your 
affections  on  things  below ;"  but  "  seek  those  things 
which  are  above,  where  Christ  sitteth  on  the  right 
hand  of  God  !"  By  faith  you  lay  hold  of  the  rising 
Saviour,  and  He  carries  your  affections  with  Him  to 
heaven.  While  ye  live,  ye  will  live  in  the  Lord, 
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and  when  ye  die,  ye  will  die  in  the  Lord ;  at  death 
ye  will  sleep  in  Him,  and  in  death  will  by  Him  be 
blessed.  For,  when  the  last  trumpet  shall  sound, 
and  all  the  dead  shall  rise,  you  shall  awake  in  His 
likeness  from  the  dust  of  the  grave  to  reign  in  His 
glory  for  ever !" 
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SERMON  XIII. 

NOVELTY. 

ACTS  xvii.  21. 

For  all  the  Athenians  and  strangers,  which  were 
there,  spent  their  time  in  nothing  else,  but  either  to 
tell  or  to  hear  some  new  thing. 

VARIOUS  principles  or  motives  impel  mankind  to 
action.  Hard  necessity  impels  the  poor  to  toil  for 
daily  bread.  The  love  of  money  excites  millions  to 
seek  for  wealth  in  mercantile  pursuits.  The  love  of 
pleasure  induces  other  millions  to  seek  for  happiness 
in  worldly  amusements.  The  spirit  of  ambition 
rouses  multitudes  to  seek  for  distinction  in  the  paths 
of  enterprise,  or  in  "  the  fields  of  glory  ;"  while  the 
spirit  of  science  constrains  the  curious  and  the  stu- 
dious to  endure  privations  of  body  and  exertions  of 
mind,  which  neither  the  man  of  enterprise,  nor  the 
aspirant  for  glory,  can  know.  Some  of  these  prin- 
ciples of  action  are  so  contrary  to  each  other,  that  if 
we  are  actuated  by  one  of  them,  we  shall  be  little 
influenced  by  the  rest.  There  is,  however,  one 
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principle,  which  seems  compatible  with  all  other 
principles — a  principle,  which  suits  itself  to  every 
temper,  and  fits  itself  for  every  pursuit — a  principle 
which  prevails  in  all  ages  of  time,  and  in  all  stages 
of  life — a  principle  which  reigns  in  all  ranks  of  men, 
and  all  climes  of  the  earth — a  principle  which  is  more 
general  and  active  than  all  other  principles  together. 
What  is  this  principle  ?  It  is  the  love  of  novelty  ; 
or  a  fondness  "  for  some  new  thing !"  Our  text  is  a 
description  of  mankind.  We  are  all,  in  one  view, 
Athenians.  "  And  all  the  Athenians  and  strangers 
which  were  there,  spent  their  time  in  nothing  else, 
but  either  to  tell  or  to  hear  some  new  thing." 

These  words  furnish  some  facts  for  observation, 
and  afford  some  grounds  for  illustration. 

On  these  words,  we  are 

I.    To    MAKE    SOME    OBSERVATIONS. 

1.  Greece  was,  we  observe  first,  the  most  refined 
nation  in  the  world,  and  Athens  was  the  most  refined 
city  of  Greece.  The  Greeks  regarded  the  inhabi- 
tants of  other  nations  as  barbarians ;  and  the  Athe- 
nians regarded  other  Greeks,  as  barbarians  compared 
with  themselves.  Thus  Greece  was  the  eye  or  light 
of  the  nations  ;  and  Athens  was  the  eye  or  light  of 
Greece.  Athens  was  the  unrivalled  seat  of  learning 
and  politeness,  of  wisdom  and  wit,  of  science  and 
art.  It  was  unrivalled  for  the  purity  of  its  language, 
for  the  eloquence  of  its  oratory,  for  the  refinement 
and  profundity  of  its  philosophy.  The  mind  was 
here  stretched  to  the  most  exquisite  degree  of  inge- 
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nuity,  and  polished  to  the  most  dazzling  degree  of 
brightness.  Athens  was  the  university  of  the  world, 
and  was  visited  by  lovers  of  wisdom  from  all  nations. 
Not  only  scholars  or  learners,  but  the  first  of  teachers, 
and  the  sons  of  kings,  came  to  be  instructed  at 
Athens. 

2.  The  Athenians,  we  observe  again,  were  lively, 
acute,     inquisitive,     ingenious,    learned,    eloquent. 
They  were  nearly  all  artists,  orators,  critics,  or  phi- 
losophers.    The  very  women  in  the  market-place 
would  discuss  the  systems  of  their  philosophers,  or 
analyze  the  language  of  their  orators.     But  Athens, 
though  the    university  of   the  world,    was  full   of 
idolatry;  the  Athenians,  though  they  regarded  other 
men   as   barbarians,    were    gross   idolaters ;    for  in 
Athens,  the  works  of  men's  hands  were  exalted  into 
gods,  and  the  most  polished  of  mankind  worshipped 
idols. 

3.  Such  was  Athens ;  and  such  were  the  Athe- 
nians, we  observe  again,  when  St.  Paul  in  his  mis- 
sionary   travels    visited    the    first   city  of   Greece. 
"  Now  while  Paul  tarried  at  Athens,  his  spirit  was 
stirred  within  him,  when  he  saw  the  whole  city  full 
of  idols,  and  all  the  inhabitants  given  to  idolatry. 
Therefore  disputed  he  in  the  synagogue  with  the 
Jews,  and  with  the    devout    persons,   and    in  the 
market  daily  with  them  who  met  him."     The  con- 
duct of  St.  Paul  was  well  calculated  to  excite  the 
attention  of  the  Athenians.     His  disputations  in  the 
market,  or  forum,  was  not  only  a  tribute  of  respect 
to  their  ability  and  intelligence,  but  a  sort  of  chal- 
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lenge  to  their  philosophers  and  orators.  His  doc- 
trines were  new,  his  eloquence  was  great,  his  zeal 
was  ardent,  his  labour  unwearied.  "  He  disputed 
daily  in  the  market."  These  novel  doctrines,  deli- 
vered with  unquestioned  eloquence,  excited  the 
attention,  and  probably  the  envy  of  the  philosophic 
teachers,  who  abounded  in  Athens.  "  Then  certain 
philosophers  of  the  Epicureans,  and  of  the  Stoics,  en- 
countered him."  Some  of  these  philosophers,  proud  of 
their  superiority;  or  jealous  of  his  eloquence,  treated 
him  with  great  contempt,  and  cried,  "  What  will  this 
vain  babbler  say?"  "  What  will  this  retailer  of  scraps 
prate  to  us  ?"  "What  will  this  base  and  beggarly  pra- 
ter babble  ?"  Others,  of  greater  courtesy,  or  of  greater 
curiosity,  to  whom  he  seemed  a  setter  forth  of 
strange  gods,  treated  him  with  more  respect.  They 
said  to  him,  "  Thou  bringest  strange  things  to  our 
ears ;  we  would  therefore  know  what  these  things 
mean."  And  they  brought  him,  as  a  remarkable 
teacher,  to  Areopagus,  the  supreme  court  or  senate 
in  Athens.  Before  this  celebrated  body,  with  a 
number  of  philosophers,  both  citizens  and  strangers, 
they  requested  him  to  explain  the  new  doctrine 
which  he  taught.  "  May  we  know  what  is  this  new 
doctrine  of  which  thou  speakest?"  This  request, 
though  made  with  seeming  earnestness,  sprung  from 
the  mere  curiosity  of  his  hearers.  For  they  had 
leisure  for  nothing  but  to  devise  and  to  divulge 
some  new  speculation.  It  was  their  taste  and  their 
practice  to  reject  every  subject  as  soon  as  it  became 
vulgar,  and  to  substitute  a  newer  subject  in  its 
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place.  If,  therefore,  the  apostle  could  devise  some 
philological  theory,  or  invent  some  philosophical 
speculation,  newer  than  the  newest,  he  would,  at 
least  for  a  little  while,  engage  their  vagrant  atten- 
tion, and  amuse  their  volatile  minds.  "  For  all  the 
Athenians  and  strangers  which  were  there,  spent 
their  time  in  nothing  else,  but  either  to  tell  or  to 
hear  some  new  thing."  Then  St.  Paul  stood  up, 
and  with  the  most  wonderful  address,  and  the  most 
fearless  fidelity,  preached  the  Gospel  of  Christ  to 
the  assembled  Athenians. 

4.  The  hearers  of  St.  Paul  on  this  occasion,  we 
again  observe,  formed  the  most  learned,  the  most 
ingenious,  the  most  polished,  and  the  most  cele- 
brated assembly  in  the  world.  Their  motive,  in  hear- 
ing the  apostle,  was  neither  a  desire  to  know  their 
duty,  nor  to  obtain  wisdom ;  neither  to  adore  their 
Maker,  nor  to  save  their  souls  ;  but  sheer  curiosity, 
or  a  restless  eagerness  to  learn  something  new.  But 
St.  Paul  was  never  afraid  to  preach  the  Gospel  of 
God  ;  he  was  never  ashamed  of  the  Cross  of  Christ ; 
and  ever  observing  the  prejudices,  the  circum- 
stances, and  the  temper  of  his  hearers,  he  never 
failed  to  adapt  his  discourses  to  their  case  and  to 
their  conscience. 

He  did  not  abruptly  obtrude  upon  them  the 
peculiar  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  nor  fiercely  attack 
the  abominations  of  idolatry ;  but  with  striking 
address  recited  an  inscription  from  one  of  their  own 
altars,  and  repeated  a  sentence  from  one  of  their  own 
poets.  "  As  I  passed  by  and  beheld  the  objects  of 
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your  worship,  I  found  an  altar  with  this  inscription, 
"  To  THE  UNKNOWN  GOD."  Then  arguing  with 
consummate  wisdom  from  their  own  concession  in 
their  own  inscription,  he  adds,  "  whom,  therefore, 
ye  ignorantly  worship,  Him  declare  I  unto  you." 
"  That  God,  whom  ye  worship,  without  knowing 
Him,  I  now  declare  unto  you,  as  the  God  who  made 
the  world,  and  all  things  therein ;  the  God  by  whose 
power  we  were  all  created  ;  the  God,  by  whose 
goodness  we  are  all  supported ;  the  God,  in  whom 
we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being."  "  As  cer- 
tain of  your  own  poets  have  said,  For  we  are  all 
His  offspring"  Hence,  again,  with  equal  delicacy 
and  skill,  he  argues  irresistibly  against  idolatry. 
"  Forasmuch,  then,  as  we  are  the  offspring  of  God, 
we  ought  not  to  think  that  the  Father,  and  Creator 
of  all,  is  like  anything  which  his  offspring  and  crea- 
ture can  make ;  or  that  the  Godhead  is  like  unto 
gold,  or  silver,  or  stone,  graven  by  art  or  man's 
device."  If,  at  the  beginning  of  his  discourse,  St. 
Paul  had  thus  spoken  of  the  meanness  of  their  idols, 
and  of  the  guilt  of  their  idolatry,  the  Athenians, 
deeming  him  a  defamer  of  their  gods,  would  cer- 
tainly have  refused  to  hear  another  word  from  his 
lips,  and  probably  would  have  put  him  to  death. 
But  now,  having  prudently  disarmed  their  prejudice, 
and  skilfully  gained  their  attention,  he  preached  to 
them,  as  he  was  wont,  the  doctrines  of  the  Gospel. 
"  The  times  of  ignorance,"  says  he,  "  God  has 
winked  at ;  but  now  commandeth  all  men  every- 
where to  repent ;  because  He  hath  appointed  a  day 
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in  which  He  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness 
by  that  man  whom  He  has  ordained ;  whereof  He 
has  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  He  hath 
raised  Him  from  the  dead."  Thus  St.  Paul  plainly 
preached  to  the  polished  Athenians,  as  he  would 
preach  to  you,  repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in 
His  incarnate  Son.  He  preached  to  them  as  he 
would  preach  to  you,  the  death  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  He  preached  to  them,  as  he 
would  preach  to  you,  the  resurrection  of  all  the 
dead,  and  the  future  and  righteous  judgment  of  all 
mankind.  Nor  did  he  preach  in  vain.  For  though 
some  of  his  Athenian  hearers,  in  the  conceit  of  their 
own  goodness,  or  in  the  pride  of  their  own  philo- 
sophy, mocked  at  his  preaching ;  yet  certain  men  of 
the  assembly  clave  to  him,  and  believed  in  the  Lord : 
among  whom  was  Dionysius  the  Areopagite,  or 
member  of  the  Athenian  senate,  a  woman  named 
Damaris,  and  others  with  them. 

5.  We  may  observe,  lastly,  from  the  example  of 
St.  Paul,  that  preachers  on  peculiar  occasions  should 
suit  their  discourses  to  their  hearers,  and  study  to 
disarm  prejudice  and  to  excite  attention  ;  but  that 
neither  before  scoffers,  nor  senators,  nor  philoso- 
phers, nor  kings,  should  they  be  ashamed  of  the 
Cross  of  Christ,  nor  withhold  the  whole  counsel  of 
God.  We  may  also  learn  from  the  effects  of  St. 
Paul's  preaching,  that  men  may  from  mere  curiosity 
come  to  hear  the  Gospel ;  and  yet,  when  the  Gospel 
is  faithfully  preached,  their  curiosity  may  be  over- 
ruled to  the  salvation  of  their  souls.  Having  made 
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some  observations  on  the  remarkable  words  of  the 
text,  we  now  proceed,  as  we  hinted,  o'f  the  same 
words — 

II.    To  OFFER  SOME  ILLUSTRATION. 

The  character  of  the  Athenians,  as  described  in 
the  text,  will  generally  suit  all  nations ;  but  parti- 
cularly those  nations  which,  like  our  own  nation,  are 
inquisitive,  and  wealthy,  and  refined.  How  many 
among  ourselves  "  spend  their  time  in  nothing  else, 
but  either  to  tell  or  to  hear  some  new  thing  ?" 

1.  Does  a  bursting  cloud  inundate  a  country,  and 
flood  the  rivers,  and  carry  corn  and  cattle  suddenly 
away  ?  Though  it  is  more  wonderful  that,  through 
the  providence  of  God,  such  floods  do  not  happen 
every  day ;  yet  all  wish  to  tell  and  hear  the  ravages 
of  the  flood.  Why  are  we  so  unwilling  to  hear  and 
tell  of  divine  goodness  in  giving  temperate  seasons 
and  gentle  rains  ;  but  so  eager  to  hear  of  storms  and 
floods  ?  Why  is  this  ?  Because,  like  the  Athenians, 
we  desire  to  hear  and  tell  some  new  thing.  Is  a 
total  eclipse  of  the  sun  or  moon  foretold  ?  All 
prepare  for  the  great  occultation  before  it  happens, 
and  talk  of  it  when  it  is  past.  Whereas  the  fruitful 
sun  brightens  our  days,  and  the  friendly  moon  light- 
ens our  nights  for  years  together ;  and  yet  we  sel- 
dom hear  or  tell  of  the  goodness  of  Him  who  so  re- 
gularly gives  us  the  light  of  sun  and  moon.  Why  is 
this  ?  Because,  like  the  Athenians,  "  we  love  to 
hear  and  tell  some  new  thing."  Does  a  comet,  a 
bright  and  blazing  star,  appear  in  the  heavens  ? 


188  NOVELTY. 

Every  eye,  every  night,  is  directed  to  the  sky,  to 
explore  the  portentous  luminary.  But,  we  scarcely 
deign  at  other  times  to  view  the  bespangled  firma- 
ment, which  every  night  is  resplendent  with  won- 
drous worlds  of  light.  Why  is  this  ?  Because,  like 
the  Athenians,  "  we  love  to  hear  and  tell  some  new 
thing."  Does  a  new  disease  alarm  the  land  ?  All 
are  desirous  to  know  its  nature,  to  detail  its  pro- 
gress, and  to  guard  against  its  approach  ;  while  we 
never  hear  and  never  tell  of  that  kind  providence, 
which  for  centuries  has  kept  plague  and  pestilence 
far  from  our  shores.  Why  is  this  ?  Partly,  through 
fear  and  selfishness,  but  chiefly  because,  like  the 
Athenians,  "  we  love  to  hear  and  tell  some  new  thing." 
Again  ; 

2.  Is  a  new  book,  especially  a  new  romance,  pub- 
lished ?    All  desire  to  procure  and  read  it.    Is  a  new 
amusement  devised  ?     All  wish  to  learn  and  enjoy 
it.     Is  a  new  performer  imported  ?     All  pant  to  see 
and  hear  him.     Is  a  new  fashion  introduced  ?     All 
strive  to  obtain  and  wear  it.     The  new  book,  the 
new  amusement,  the  new  performer,  the  new  fashion, 
are  all  eagerly  desired  ;  but  better  books  and  heal- 
thier exercises, — more  rational  recreations,  and  more 
useful  customs,  are  neglected  or  forgotten.     Why  is 
this  ?     Because,  like  the  Athenians,  we  prefer  "  to 
hear  and  tell  some  new  thing." 

Further : 

3.  Is  a  new  king  enthroned,  a  new  administration 
formed, — a  new  parliament  assembled,   a  new  law 
enacted  ?     All  wish  to  know  the  nature  of  the  new 
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law,  the  character  of  the  new  parliament,  the  per- 
sons of  the  new  administration,  the  measures  of  the 
new  king.  But,  all  the  while  we  remain  content- 
edly, or  culpably,  ignorant  of  older  laws,  and  parlia- 
ments, of  former  administrations  and  kings  !  But 
why  is  this  ?  Because,  like  the  Athenians,  we  de- 
light "  to  tell  and  hear  some  new  thing." 

Finally : 

4.  Is  a  new  place  of  worship  erected  ?     All  desire 
to  attend  it.     Is  a  new  preacher  arrived  ?     All  are 
eager  to  hear  him.     Is  a  new,  but  false  doctrine  of 
religion  discovered  ?   All  wish  to  know  it.     Is  a  wild, 
but  new  interpretation  of  Scripture  announced  ?    All 
are  anxious  to  understand  it.    The  new  place  of  wor- 
ship, and  the  new  preacher,  are  early  visited  ;    but  a 
"  church  built  on  the  foundation  of  the  apostles  and 
prophets,  Jesus  Christ  himself  being  the  chief  corner 
stone ;"  and  ministers  of  God,  who,  for  half  a  century, 
have  preached  Christ  crucified,  are  unvisited  or  for- 
saken.    And  the  new,  but  false  doctrine — the  new, 
but  the  wild  or  delusive  interpretation  of  Scripture, 
are  eagerly  discussed ;  but  the  doctrines  of  religion, 
as  plain  to  the  understanding  as  they  are  needful  to 
salvation — interpretations  of  Scripture,  as  clear  to 
the  mind  as  they  are  profitable  to  the  soul,    are 
despised,  or  rejected,  or  forgotten.      And  why  is 
this  ?     Because,  like  the  Athenians,  we  rejoice  "  to 
hear  and  tell  some  new  thing." 
But,  to  conclude  : 

1.    Were  any  person   among  you,  my  brethren, 
to  Inquire,    "  Who  will  show  me  something  goodT 
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We  could  reply,  "God  has  shewed  thee,  O  man, 
what  is  good ;  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of 
thee,  but  to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to 
walk  humbly  with  thy  God  T  This  instruction  is  as 
true  as  the  word  of  God,  and  precious  as  the  salva- 
tion of  the  soul.  But,  it  is  not  new.  Nor,  my  bre- 
thren, have  we  anything  new  to  tell  you.  And, 
what  if  we  could  fill  our  discourse  with  new  and 
curious  things  for  you  to  "  hear  and  tell,"  what 
would  it  profit  your  souls  if  we  left  out  of  it  "  Jesus 
Christ  and  Him  crucified  ?"  Could  we  show  you 
something  stupendously  great,  and  marvellously  new 
— could  we  show  you  a  peopled  and  blooming  con- 
tinent sinking  beneath  the  waters  of  the  wondering 
deep,  or  a  bright  and  burning  island  emerging  from 
the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  spreading  wide  and  rising- 
high  above  the  level  of  the  astonished  waters — could 
we  show  you  rocks  of  fire  casting  columns  of  flame 
to  the  heavens,  or  mountains  of  fire  moving  from 
their  everlasting  seats  into  the  sea,  and  turning  its 
waves  into  waves  of  blood— could  we  show  you  un- 
numbered stars,  starting  from  their  secret  orbs,  "and 
wandering  lawless  through  the  sky" — could  we  show 
you  the  moon,  "  the  queen  of  night,"  forgetting  her 
silvery  brightness,  and  dropping,  red  as  crimson, 
from  her  azure  throne — could  we  show  you  the  sun, 
"  the  golden  eye  of  day,"  dashed  to  pieces  by  the 
hand  of  omnipotence,  and  the  flaming  fragments 
whirled  wildly  through  the  air — could  we  show  you 
a  comet,  liberated  from  its  mystic  course,  and,  with 
its  flames,  setting  the  world  on  fire — could  we  show 
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you  the  whole  world  in  flames,  or  point  to  the  glow- 
ing embers  of  a  dissolving  world, — could  we  show 
you  these  things,  your  ears  would  tingle  as  you  lis- 
tened, but  your  souls  would  not  be  profited  !     Now, 
my  brethren,   we  will   show  you   something  more 
magnificent  and  astonishing  than  all  these  wonders 
together, — something    more    awful   than    blooming 
continents    buried    in    the   ocean, — than    burning 
islands  rising  from  the  sea, — than  rocks  of  fire  or 
seas  of  blood, — than  stars  wandering  through  the 
air,  or  the  moon  falling  from  her  place, — than  the 
sun  dashed  to  pieces,  or  a  comet  setting  the  world 
on  fire, — than  a  world  in  flames,  or  an  universe  in 
ruins  !    But,  you  ask,  "  What  is  this  ?"  It  is,  perhaps, 
yourself — it  is  a  sinner  neglecting  his  soul !     A  soul 
neglected,  and  lying  in  the  ruins  of  its  fallen  state,  is  a 
more  awful  spectacle  than  a  thousand  worlds  in  ruins. 
But,  alas  !  a  sinner  neglecting  his  soul  is  so  common 
a  thing — a  soul  lying  in  all  the  ruins  of  its  fallen 
state,  is  so  common  a  spectacle,  that  it  neither  ex- 
cites curiosity  nor    creates    alarm.     Why  is  this  ? 
Because  it  is  common ;  because  it  is  old  ;  because  it 
is  nothing  new. 

But  what  do  we  hear  ?  It  is  the  voice  of  the 
Eternal  God,  speaking  in  His  word.  Listen  !  "  Thus 
saith  the  Lord !  Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see,  and 
ask  for  the  old  paths ;  where  is  the  good  way ;  and 
walk  therein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls." 
(Jer.  vi.  16.)  My  brethren,  God  commands  you  to 
inquire,  not  for  the  new  paths,  but  for  the  old  patlis; 
not  for  the  new  way,  but  for  the  good  way.  Where, 
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then,  are  the  old  paths  ;  and  what  is  the  good  way  ? 
The  old  paths  and  the  good  way  you  will  find  in 
St.  Paul's  sermon  before  the  Athenians.  He  preached 
repentance  towards  God,  and  faith  in  His  Son ;  He 
preached  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ ;  the 
resurrection  of  all  the  dead,  and  the  day  of  eternal 
judgment.  In  these  old  paths,  in  this  good  way, 
would  we  now  stand  and  preach  to  you. 

We  would  now,  like  St.  Paul,  preach  repentance 
towards    God.      Repentance    is    deep     and    godly 
sorrow  for  sin ;  it  is  the  gift  of  His  Son,   and  the 
work  of  His  Spirit;  it  is  a  change  of  mind  followed 
by  a  change  of  conduct ;  it  is  a  conviction  of  sin  in 
our  nature  and  in  our  practice  ;  it  is  a  contrition 
for  sin,  as  committed  against  God,  and  a  confession 
of  sin,  as  deserving  eternal  punishment;  it  is  a  turn- 
ing with  the  whole  heart  from  all  sin  to  all  righte- 
ousness ;  it  is  an  humble,  earnest,  ceaseless  seeking 
of  the  pardon  of  sin  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
We  must,  my  brethren,  seek  for  repentance  from 
Jesus  Christ,  who  is  exalted  to  heaven  to  give  it.    We 
must  pray  that  God  would  grant  us  that  "  repentance 
which  is  unto  life,  and  is  never  to  be  repented  of." 
We  must  repent  with  godly  sorrow,   confessing  our 
sins  unto  God.     We  must  repent,  and  "  bring  forth 
fruits   meet  for  repentance."     We  must  repent  of 
every  sin,  and    be  converted    unto    God,  that  our 
sins  may  be  blotted  out  in  the  blood  of  the   Lamb. 
"  God  commands  all  men  everywhere  to  repent;  and 
"  except  we  repent,  we  must  perish." 
Again  : 
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We  would  now,  like  St.  Paul,  preach  faith  in  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Christ  crucified  is  the  object  of 
faith  to  perishing  and  penitent  sinners.  His  blood 
cleanses  from  all  sin  ;  His  righteousness  justifies  the 
soul ;  His  Spirit  renews  the  heart ;  His  merits  open 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  all  believers.  We  believe 
in  Christ,  not  by  human  power,  but  through  divine 
grace.  For  faith,  like  repentance,  is  the  gift  of 
God.  By  this  faith  we  believe  in  Christ  crucified, 
as  the  all-sufficient  and  only  Saviour;  through  be- 
lieving on  Him,  we  are  justified  from  sin,  and  re- 
conciled to  God.  This  faith  in  Christ  is  lively, 
active,  holy.  It  purifies  the  heart ;  crucifies  the 
flesh ;  resists  the  devil ;  overcomes  the  world  ; 
brings  forth  the  fruits  of  righteousness.  The  great 
work,  my  brethren,  which  God  commands  us  to  do, 
is  to  believe  on  His  Son,  whom  He  hath  sent  to 
save  us.  We  must  believe  on  Him,  or  we  cannot 
be  saved.  "  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son,"  says 
the  beloved  Apostle,  "  hath  everlasting  life;  but  he 
that  believeth  not  the  Son,  shall  not  see  life,  but  the 
wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him."  "  He  that  be- 
lieveth, and  is  baptized,"  says  the  Son  Himself, 
"  shall  be  saved  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not  shall  be 
damned." 

Again : 

We  would,  like  St.  Paul,  preach  the  death  and  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus.  For  He  died  on  the  cross  for 
our  offences,  and  rose  from  the  dead  for  our  justifi- 
cation. Jesus  was  man,  that  He  might  die  for  our 
sins  ;  He  was  God,  that  by  His  own  power  He 
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might  rise  from  the  dead.  By  His  death,  He  made 
atonement  for  the  sins  of  the  world  ;  by  His  resur- 
rection, He  proved  that  His  atonement  was  accepted 
of  God,  and  sufficient  for  our  salvation. 

We,  my  brethren,  must  be  conformed  to  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  Christ ;  we  must  die  to  sin,  and 
rise  again  to  righteousness  ;  we  must  be  "  crucified 
with  Christ,  yet  must  we  live  ;  and  the  life,  which  we 
live  in  the  flesh,  must  be  by  faith  in  Him  who  loved 
us,  and  gave  Himself  for  us." 

Finally  : 

We  would,  like  St.  Paul,  preach  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead,  and  the  day  of  judgment.  "  The  hour 
is  coming,  in  which  all  who  are  in  their  graves 
shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God ;  and  shall 
arise."  "  For  the  trumpet  shall  sound,  the  dead 
be  raised,  the  living  be  changed,"  and  all  man- 
kind stand  before  Him.  "  Behold  !  He  cometh  with 
clouds,  and  every  eye  shall  see  Him."  "  Behold," 
says  Christ,  "  Behold,  I  come  quickly,  and  my  re- 
ward is  with  me  to  give  to  every  man  as  his  work 
shall  be."  (Rev.  xxii.  12.)  "  When  the  Son  of  man 
shall  come  in  His  glory,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with 
Him,  then  shall  He  sit  on  the  throne  of  His  glory  ; 
and  all  nations  shall  be  gathered  before  Him.  He 
shall  then  separate  the  righteous  from  the  wicked,  and 
place  the  righteous  on  His  right  hand,  and  the  wicked 
on  His  left.  Then  shall  He  say  to  the  righteous, 
"  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  king- 
dom prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world."  But  to  the  wicked  He  will  say,  "  Depart, 
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ye  cursed ;  depart  from  Me,  into  everlasting  fire, 
prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels."  The  wicked 
will  then  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment ; 
but  the  righteous  into  life  eternal."  We  must  all, 
my  brethren,  be  raised  from  the  dead  ;  all  stand  be- 
fore the  judgment-seat  of  Christ ;  all  be  judged  ac- 
cording to  our  works ;  and  all,  as  we  are  found 
righteous  or  wicked  in  the  last  day,  rise  to  heaven 
or  sink  to  hell. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  let  me  intreat  you,  in 
the  words  of  the  Almighty,  "  to  stand  in  the  ways 
and  to  ask,"  not  for  some  new  thing,  but.  "  for  the  old 
paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  that  ye  may  walk 
therein  and  find  rest  to  your  souls."  "  Ask  God  for 
the  old  paths."  "  Ask  for  the  good  way."  Have 
you,  then,  repented  of  every  sin,  and  turned 
from  every  wicked  way?  Have  you  believed  in 
Christ  crucified,  and  found  peace  in  believing  ? 
Have  you  been  conformed  to  the  death  of  Jesus,  and 
felt  the  power  of  His  resurrection  in  your  hearts  ? 
Haveyou  been  raised  "  bythe  Spirit  of  the  Lord  "from 
the  death  of  sin  to  the  life  of  righteousness  ;  and  are 
you  now  living  in  holiness  to  the  glory  of  God  ?  If 
you  walk  in  the  way  of  sin, — if  you  continue  impe- 
nitent, unbelieving,  unholy,  you  will  die  in  dark- 
ness and  misery,  and  then  sink  into  the  bottom- 
less pit  to  endure  the  bitter  pains  of  eternal  death. 
But  if  you  walk  in  "  the  good  old  way,"- — if  you  re- 
pent of  sin  and  believe  in  Christ,  and  live  in  holi- 
ness, you  will  die  in  peace,  and  after  death  enter  into 
the  joy  of  your  Lord. 

o2 
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SERMON  XIV. 

THE  WAGES  OF  SIN  AND  THE  GIFT  OF  GOD. 
ROM.  vi.  23. 

The  wages  of  sin  is  death ;  but  the  gift  of  God  is 
eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

THE  ruin  of  mankind  by  the  sin  of  Adam,  and 
the  redemption  of  mankind  by  the  blood  of  Christ, 
are  the  two  great  doctrines  of  the  Gospel.  These 
two  doctrines  are,  as  in  our  text,  commonly  men- 
tioned together.  "  The  wages  of  sin  is  death  ;  but 
the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord." 

Let  us  now  consider,  first,  the  wages  of  sin,  and 
secondly,  the  gift  of  God. 

We  are  to  consider, 

I.  THE  WAGES  OF  SIN. 

"  The  wages  of  sin  is  death ;"  death  temporal,  or 
the  death  of  the  body;  death  spiritual,  or  the  death 
of  the  soul ;  death  eternal,  or  the  eternal  punish- 
ment of  body  and  soul  in  hell ! 
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1.  The  wages  of  sin  is  temporal  death. 

Life  and  death  were  set  before  Adam  in  paradise; 
life,  as  the  reward  of  obedience ;  death,  as  the 
punishment  of  sin.  "  In  the  day  that  thou  eatest  of 
the  forbidden  tree,  thou  shalt  surely  die."  Man  broke 
the  divine  command,  and  soon  heard  the  awful  sen- 
tence, "  Dust  thou  art,  and  to  dust  shalt  thou  re- 
turn !"  As  soon  as  Adam  sinned,  his  body  became 
subject  to  innumerable  "  diseases,  and  to  sundry 
kinds  of  death."  Adam  having  sinned,  and  incurred 
the  penalty  of  sin,  his  children  were  born  in  his 
likeness,  and,  like  him,  "  must  return  to  dust."  "  By 
one  man  sin  entered  the  world,  and  death  by  sin ; 
and  so  death  passed  on  all  men ;  for  in  him  all  have 
sinned."  Sin  hath  reigned,  and  will  reign  unto 
death  over  all  mankind.  The  deathly  sentence  of 
"  dust  to  dust"  has  been  executed  in  all  times  since 
the  days  of  Adam  on  all  his  offspring ;  and  it  will 
continue  to  be  executed  till  the  last  man  expires. 
Every  man  that  dies  is  a  proof  that  the  wages  of 
sin  is  death  ;  and  we  too  must  soon  be  a  proof  that 
the  wages  of  sin  is  death,  for  we  all  must  shortly 
"  return  to  dust !"  The  wages  of  sin  is  temporal 
death,  the  death  of  the  body. 

Again : 

2.  The  wages  of  sin  is  spiritual  death. 

When  Adam  had  sinned,  he  hid  himself  from  the 
presence  of  his  Maker.  Sin  made  a  separation  be- 
tween God  and  his  soul.  God  withdrew  His  pre- 
sence from  the  soul  of  Adam  ;  and  the  soul  of 
Adam  departed  from  God.  He  then  suffered 
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spiritual  death  ;  he  then  died  to  God.  The  image 
of  God  was  obliterated  from  His  heart,  and  the  life 
of  God  was  extinguished  in  his  soul.  His  mind 

o 

was  then  deprived  of  spiritual  knowledge,  his  nature 
of  true  holiness,  and  his  heart  of  pure  joy.  His 
understanding  was  darkened ;  his  will  was  perverted ; 
his  affections  were  corrupted ;  his  conscience  was 
seared;  "and  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his 
heart  was  only  evil  continually." 

The  natural  man,  that  is,  every  child  of  Adam 
born  into  this  world,  is  spiritually  dead.  He  has 
neither  spiritual  knowledge,  nor  inherent  holiness, 
nor  heavenly  affections,  nor  good  desires.  He  has 
no  desire  to  commune  with  God ;  no  wish  to  please 
God.  He  is  not  upright,  as  God  made  Adam,  but 
fallen,  as  he  destroyed  himself;  he  has  neither  recti- 
tude of  judgment,  nor  purity  of  mind,  but  he  has 
blindness  in  his  understanding,  and  wickedness  in 
his  heart.  For  he  is  not  only  empty  of  all  good, 
but  he  is  full  of  all  evil ;  he  dislikes  holiness,  and 
loves  sin.  In  nature  he  is  enmity,  and  in  practice 
he  is  rebellion  against  God.  "  The  world,  the  flesh, 
and  the  devil,"  engross  all  his  heart,  occupy  all  his 
time,  and  employ  all  his  labour.  He  lives  for  the 
body,  as  if  he  had  no  soul ;  he  lives  to  himself  as  if 
there  were  no  God  ;  he  lives  for  the  things  of  earth, 
as  if  there  were  no  glories  in  heaven.  For  he 
neither  strives  to  save  his  soul,  nor  to  please  God, 
nor  to  secure  eternal  life.  Nay  ;  he  not  only  never 
strives  to  save  his  soul,  but  does  everything  to  lose 
it.  He  not  only  never  strives  to  please  God,  but 
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does  everything  to  offend  Him.  He  not  only  never 
strives  to  secure  heaven,  but  does  everything  to  de- 
serve hell.  The  natural  man  is  spiritually  dead. 
For  the  wages  of  sin  is  spiritual  death,  the  death  of 
the  soul. 

Further : 

3.  The  wages  of  sin  is  eternal  death. 

Sin  is  the  wilful  transgression  of  the  law  of  God; 
and  His  law  is  holy,  just,  and  good.  Sin  is  a  pro- 
vocation of  the  justice,  and  a  defiance  of  the  power 
of  God ;  it  is  rebellion  against  His  infinite  Majesty, 
and  ingratitude  to  His  infinite  goodness  ;  sin,  there- 
fore, involves  a  crime  of  infinite  guilt,  and  deserves 
a  punishment  of  infinite  vengeance.  Every  sin 
incurs  a  forfeiture  of  life,  and  this  forfeiture  is 
everlasting ;  for  the  life  which  every  sin  rejects  is 
everlasting  life,  and  the  death  which  every  sin  de- 
serves is  everlasting  death.  For  God,  we  repeat, 
whom  every  sin  offends  and  defies,  is  infinite  in 
holiness  and  majesty ;  the  guilt,  therefore,  of  every 
sin  is  infinite,  and  deserves  infinite  punishment. 
This  infinite  punishment  is  eternal  death ;  and  this 
eternal  death  is  the  loss  of  the  everlasting  joys  of 
heaven,  and  the  endurance  of  the  everlasting  pains 
of  hell. 

This  eternal  death  is  "  the  wages"  the  just  hire, 
the  righteous  desert,  "  of  sin"  As  the  diligent  la- 
bourer earns  the  hire  of  his  labours,  and  as  the  hardy 
soldier  deserves  the  wages  of  his  services,  so  sin,  the 
diligent  labourer  of  the  devil,  and  the  hardened  sol- 
dier of  hell,  earns  its  hire,  and  deserves  its  wages— 
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the  pains  of  eternal  death.  These  eternal  pains  are 
the  just  recompense  of  the  moral  evils  of  sin.  They 
are  the  pay,  the  hire,  the  reward,  the  wages,  for  which 
sin  laboured,  and  which  sin  deserves.  "  The  wages 
of  sin  is  eternal  death/' 

"  Eternal  death"  implies  the  loss  of  all  happiness 
for  ever.  It  implies  the  loss  of  the  communion  of 
saints,  and  the  company  of  angels.  It  implies  the 
loss  of  the  favour  of  God,  of  the  love  of  Christ,  and 
of  the  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  It  implies  the  loss 
of  perfect  holiness  and  perfect  peace  in  heaven.  It 
implies  the  loss,  the  everlasting  loss,  of  all  conceiv- 
able and  all  inconceivable  bliss. 

Further  : 

Eternal  death  implies  the  suffering  of  all  misery 
for  ever ;  it  implies  everlasting  life  in  everlasting 
torment.  For  eternal  death  is  "  to  have  a  part  in  the 
lake,  which  for  ever  burns  with  fire  and  brimstone. 
This  is  the  second  death  !"  This  is  death  eternal. 
The  body  of  the  impenitent  sinner  will  be  raised 
immortal  from  the  grave,  and  will  be  re-united  to 
its  immortal  soul ;  both  will  appear  before  the  judg- 
ment seat  of  Christ ;  both  will  be  sentenced  to  de- 
struction ;  and  both  will  then  depart  from  the  pre- 
sence of  Christ  into  everlasting  fires,  prepared  for 
the  devil  and  his  angels.  The  wicked  will  share 
in  the  torments  of  fallen  spirits  ;  they  will  torment 
each  other;  and  devils  will  delight  to  torment  them. 
Confined  in  the  bottomless  pit,  they  will  with  the 
devil  and  the  damned  be  for  ever  consumed,  but 
never  destroyed  in  its  inextinguishable  fires.  "  For 
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in  hell,"  saith  our  Lord,  "  the  worm  never  dies,  the 
fire  never  goes  out,"  the  torment  never  ends. 
Eternal  death,  therefore,  is  everlasting  banishment 
from  the  presence  of  God,  together  with  the  cease- 
less torment  of  body  and  soul  for  ever.  "  The 
wages  of  sin  is  death,"  temporal,  spiritual,  and 
eternal — the  death  of  the  body,  the  death  of  the 
soul,  the  death  of  the  body  and  soul  in  hell.  This 
death  is  the  wages,  which  every  sin  deserves,  and 
which  every  impenitent  sinner  will  receive. 

Having  considered  the  wages  of  sin,  we  proceed, 
as  we  proposed,  to  notice, 

II.  THE  GIFT  OF  GOD. 

"  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord."  In  its  source,  in  its  communication, 
and  in  its  completion,  eternal  life  is  the  gift  of  God. 

1.  Eternal  life  is  in  its  source  the  gift  of  God. 

It  is  the  gift  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ,  and 
Jesus  Christ  is  Himself  the  gift  of  God.  "  This  is 
the  record  of  the  Father,  that  God  hath  given  to  us 
eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  His  Son."  "  For  God 
so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only-begotten 
Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Him  might  not 
perish,  but  have  everlasting  life."  But  that  we 
might  have  eternal  life  through  the  Son  of  God,  it 
was  necessary  that  He  should  die  for  our  sins  on  the 
cross.  For,  "  as  Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the 
wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of  man  be  lifted 
up,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  Him  may  not  perish, 
but  have  eternal  life."  The  blessing  of  the  death 
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of  Christ  extends  as  far  as  the  curse  of  Adam's  sin  ; 
"  for  as  in  Adam  all  die,  even  so  in  Christ  shall  all 
be  made  alive."  Adam  by  his  sin  exposed  us  all  to 
death ;  Christ  by  His  death  restores  us  all  to  life. 
Through  the  sin  of  Adam  all  mankind  must  die : 

O  ' 

through  the  death  of  Christ  all  mankind  will  rise 
again  from  the  dead.  For,  Jesus  is  not  only  "  the 
resurrection  but  the  life ;"  He  not  only  by  His 
Gospel  brought  immortal  life  to  light,  but  by  His 
Word  will  raise  all  the  dead.  "  Marvel  not  at 
this,"  says  our  Lord,  "  for  the  hour  is  coming 
when  all  who  are  in  the  grave  shall  hear  the  voice 
of  the  Son  of  God,  and  they  that  hear  shall  live." 

Jesus  Christ  is  truly  and  eternally  God.  But  He 
assumed  our  nature  that  in  the  nature  which  had 
sinned,  He  might  atone  for  our  sins.  "  The  Lord 
laid  on  Him  the  iniquities  of  us  all,"  and  "  He  bore 
all  our  sins  on  His  body  on  the  tree."  He  obeyed 
in  our  nature  ;  He  suffered  in  our  stead  ;  He  died 
the  just  for  the  unjust,  to  bring  us  to  God.  "  He 
died  for  our  sins ;  He  rose  again  for  our  justifica- 
tion." By  His  death  on  the  cross,  He  destroyed  the 
power  of  death ;  and  by  His  resurrection  from  the 
dead,  He  showed  that  all  the  dead  should  rise. 

By  His  death  on  the  cross,  Jesus  atoned  for  the 
sin  which  we  had  committed,  and  endured  the  pu- 
nishment which  our  sin  had  deserved.  By  his  resur- 
rection from  the  dead,  He  showed  that  in  heaven 
the  atonement  of  His  blood  was  accepted,  and  the 
justice  of  God  was  satisfied.  "  The  blood  of  Christ 
cleanses  from  all  sin."  By  His  intercession  with  the 


AND    THE    GIFT   OF    GOD.  203 

Father,  Jesus  procured  the  Holy  Spirit  to  renew  the 
divine  image  in  the  heart,  and  to  communicate  di- 
vine life  to  the  soul :  and  the  Spirit  can  form  the 
likeness  of  God  in  every  soul,  and  write  the  law  of 
God  in  every  mind.  We  can,  on  earth,  be  advanced 
from  grace  to  grace ;  we  shall,  in  heaven,  be  changed 
from  glory  to  glory,  only  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 
By  the  power  of  His  Spirit,  Jesus  can  purify  every 
heart,  christianize  every  temper,  sanctify  every 
tongue,  and  reform  every  life.  The  grace  of  Christ 
is,  in  all  duties,  efficient  to  holiness  ;  and,  in  all 
things,  sufficient  for  believers.  By  the  merits  of  His 
righteousness,  by  His  obedience  unto  death,  even  the 
death  of  the  cross,  Jesus  has  "  obtained  to  us  ever- 
lasting life,"  and  purchased  for  us  the  kingdom  of 
glory.  The  merits  of  Christ  entitle  all  believers  to 
everlasting  happiness,  or  bring  them  to  eternal  life 
in  heaven. 
Again  : 

2.  Eternal  life  is  in  its  communication  the  gift  of 
God. 

"  This  is  life  eternal,  to  know  Thee,  O  Father,  the 
true  God,  and  Jesus  Christ,  thine  only  Son,  whom 
Thou  hast  sent."  "  He  that  hath  the  Son  hath  life, 
and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son,  hath  not  life  ;  but  the 
wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him."  "  He  that  believeth 
-on  Me,"  says  Christ,  "  hath  everlasting  life ;"  "  for 
I  am  the  living  bread,  the  bread  of  life,  which  came 
down  from  heaven  ;  and  this  bread  is  my  flesh,  which 
I  give  for  the  life  of  the  world."  "  Whosoever  eat- 
eth  of  my  flesh  hath  eternal  life  :  and  I  will  raise  him 
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up  at  the  last  day."  Jesus  is  the  well  of  life  to  all 
who  thirst  for  salvation  ;  "  and  the  water,  which  He 
gives  them,  shall  be  in  them  a  well  of  water  spring- 
ing up  to  everlasting  life." 

To  "  know  Christ,"  to  "  receive  Christ,"  to 
"  have  Christ,"  or  to  "  feed  on  Christ,"  is  "  to  be- 
lieve in  Christ"  as  the  only  Saviour.  Believing  in 
Christ  as  the  only  Saviour,  we  obtain  from  Him  spi- 
ritual life  for  our  souls ;  and  spiritual  life  in  the  soul 
is  the  beginning  and  earnest  of  eternal  life  in  heaven. 
For  "  he  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God,"  even 
now  "  hath  everlasting  life ;"  and  "  these  things  are 
written  to  you,  who  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son 
of  God,  that  ye  may  know  that  ye  have  everlasting 
life.  For,  we  show  unto  you  that  eternal  life 
which  was  with  the  Father,  and  was  manifested  unto 
us." 

But  we  obtain  spiritual  life,  or  our  souls  are  made 
alive  to  God  only  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  "  By" 
the  "  grace  "  of  the  Spirit  "  we  are  saved  through 
faith"  in  Christ;  "  and  that  not  of  ourselves;  it  is 
the  gift  of  God."  Believers  in  Christ  are  quickened 
to  a  new  life ;  they  are  born  again  of  the  Spirit ; 
they  are  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus.  Believing 
thus  in  the  atonement  of  Jesus,  they  receive  in  rege- 
neration spiritual  life  into  their  souls ;  and  by  feed- 
ing on  Christ  by  faith,  their  spiritual  life  is  support- 
ed. They  are  by  the  Spirit  made  conformable  to 
Christ  in  His  death  and  in  His  life ;  they  can  say 
with  the  apostle,  "  I  am  crucified  with  Christ,  ne- 
vertheless I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ  liveth  in  me  ; 
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and  the  life,  which  I  now  live  in  the  flesh,  I  live  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and  gave 
Himself  for  me." 

A  divine  and  holy  change  is  effected  in  the  hearts 
and  tempers  and  lives  of  all,  who  rightly  believe  in 
Christ.  Believers,  in  their  regeneration,  are  brought 
out  of  darkness  into  light ;  they  are  raised  from  spi- 
ritual death  to  spiritual  life.  This  divine  change  in 
all  true  believers  begins  in  a  deep  conviction  of  the 
evil  and  guilt  of  sin,  instantly  evinced  by  a  scriptural 
and  godly  appearance.  The  Holy  Spirit  makes  them 
feel  the  corruption  of  their  nature,  and  shows  them 
the  sinfulness  of  their  conduct :  the  Spirit  causes 
them  to  confess  their  sins  to  God,  and  to  turn  from 
every  wicked  way  :  the  Spirit  teaches  them  to  pray 
for  the  pardon  of  their  sins,  and  to  seek  for  the  sal- 
vation of  their  souls  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus  : 
the  Spirit  constrains  them,  as  penitent  inquirers,  to 
wait  in  patience  and  prayer  at  the  foot  of  the  cross, 
until  all  the  proud  mind  being  humbled,  all  the 
stony  heart  being  softened,  and  all  self-righteousness 
being  removed,  He  enables  them  as  perishing  sinners 
to  believe  in  Christ  crucified.  "  Believing  through 
grace"  in  Christ,  "  they  are  justified  by  faith;"  and 
not  only  "  have  peace  with  God,"  but  "  are  made 
heirs  of  eternal  life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

Spiritual  life  in  believers  is  first  communicated  in 
regeneration,  when  the  incorruptible  seed  is  sown  in 
the  heart — when  the  living  water  is  poured  into  the 
soul.  Regeneration  is  the  beginning  of  sanctifica- 
tion ;  and  sanctification  is  the  gradual  work  of  the 
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Spirit  in  the  hearts  and  lives  of  all  those,  who  are 
justified  by  faith  in  Christ.  In  this  work,  the  Spirit 
wholly  sanctifies  believers,  so  that,  "  being  made 
free  from  sin  and  become  servants  unto  God,  they 
have  their  fruit  unto  holiness,  and  their  end  ever- 
lasting life."  As  living  stones  they  are  built  on 
Christ,  the  ever-living  foundation,  and  "  become  a 
habitation  of  God  through  the  Spirit."  As  living 
branches,  they  are  grafted  into  Christ,  the  True  Vine, 
and,  through  the  Spirit,  bring  forth  fruit  unto  God. 
Not  only  do  they,  through  the  Spirit,  mortify  the 
flesh,  and  resist  the  devil,  and  overcome  the  world ; 
but,  through  the  same  Spirit,  they  follow  after 
righteousness,  devotion,  and  charity.  The  Bible  is 
their  study,  prayer  is  their  consolation,  and  holiness 
is  their  practice  ;  divine  worship  is  their  delight, 
glorious  hope  is  their  companion,  and  eternal  life 
is  their  reward,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Washed  in  His  blood,  they  are  cleansed  from  sin ; 
sanctified  by  His  Spirit,  they  are  prepared  for  hea- 
ven ;  clothed  in  His  righteousness,  they  are  entitled 
to  eternal  life.  They  walk  in  Christ,  while  they  live ; 
they  sleep  in  Christ,  when  they  die  ;  they  awake  in 
the  likeness  of  Christ,  when  they  rise  from  the  dead ; 
and  they  dwell  in  the  presence  of  Christ,  when  they 
are  crowned  with  glory  in  heaven  !  "  For  their  life 
is  hid  with  Christ  in  God  ;  and  when  Christ,  who  is 
their  life,  shall  appear,  then  they  shall  appear  with 
Him  in  glory  !"  Eternal  life,  then,  is,  in  its  commu- 
nication, the  gift  of  God.  For,  spiritual  life  is  freely 
given,  and  graciously  communicated,  by  the  Spirit 
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of  God,  to  the  souls  of  all  who  believe  in  Christ ; 
and  spiritual  life  thus  given  to  believers,  is  the 
beginning  and  the  earnest  of  eternal  life  in  heaven. 

Further  : 

3.  Eternal  life  is,  in  its  completion,  the  gift  of 
God. 

After  the  last  judgment,  the  righteous  will  go  into 
eternal  life ;  they  will  possess  eternal  happiness  in 
heaven  !  Eternal  life,  or  eternal  happiness,  implies 
the  absence  of  all  evil,  and  the  presence  of  all  good 
for  ever. 

(1.)  In  the  heaven  of  heavens,  where  eternal  life 
is  revealed,  the  former  things  of  earth  and  time  are 
all  passed  away.  God  in  heaven  will  remove  all 
corruption  from  the  nature,  expel  all  sorrow  from 
the  heart,  and  wipe  all  tears  from  the  eyes  of  His 
people.  They  shall  no  more  hunger,  nor  thirst,  nor 
labour ;  they  shall  sigh,  and  weep,  and  part  no  more  ! 
The  flesh  will  no  more  trouble,  the  devil  will  no 
more  tempt,  and  sinners  will  no  more  persecute 
them.  They  are  beyond  the  reach  of  sin  and  pain, 
of  danger  and  death.  Having  kept  the  faith,  and 
finished  the  course,  and  fought  the  fight,  they  rise 
from  all  the  troubles  and  conflicts  of  time  to  all  the 
joys  and  triumphs  of  eternity.  In  heaven  there  will 
be  nothing  present  that  can  distress — nothing  absent 
that  could  delight  them. 

(2.)  The  bodies  of  the  righteous  will  be  spiritual 
and  incorruptible  bodies.  For  Christ  will,  by  His 
almighty  power,  change  our  vile  bodies,  that  they 
may  be  like  His  glorious  body.  The  souls  of  the 
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righteous  will  be  divinely  exalted  and  entirely  glori- 
fied. Their  understandings  will  be  enlarged  to  know 
God,  even  as  they  are  known  ;  their  wills  will  be  in 
perfect  unison  with  the  divine  will,  and  they  will  do 
it  like  the  angels  in  heaven ;  their  affections  will  be 
perfectly  purified,  and  entirely  fixed  on  God  in  Christ 
Jesus.  Glorified  in  body  and  soul,  they  will  mingle 
with  the  spirits  of  the  just,  and  shine  among  the 
angels  in  light.  Unutterable  love  will  fill  their 
hearts ;  inconceivable  joy  will  tune  their  tongues. 
They  will  drink  of  the  fountain  of  living  waters  ; 
they  will  feast  at  the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb  ! 
They  will  possess  the  riches  of  Christ ;  they  will 
wear  crowns  of  life ;  they  will  sit  on  thrones  of  glory  ; 
they  will  reign  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ! 

(3.)  The  happiness  of  the  righteous  is  eternal ;  it 
is  "  eternal  life."  Their  happiness  has  an  eternal 
abode — it  has  an  eternal  house,  a  continuing  city, 
an  everlasting  kingdom  :  their  happiness  possesses 
an  eternal  nature — it  is  an  eternal  rest,  an  eternal 
inheritance,  an  eternal  salvation,  an  exceedingly  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  glory  !  When  mil- 
lions of  millions  of  ages  have  rolled  in  happiness 
away,  the  happiness  of  the  righteous  will  be  as  fresh 
as  it  was  at  the  first ;  and  their  life  will  be  as  far  from 
its  end  as  it  was  at  its  beginning  !  Thus  the  righte- 
ous in  heaven  have  eternal  life ;  thus  are  they  filled 
with  all  conceivable  and  inconceivable  bliss ;  and 
thus  are  they  confirmed  in  the  eternal  enjoyment  of 
this  bliss,  by  the  Life  and  Promise  of  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord  :  "  Because  I  live,"  He  says,  "  ye  shall 
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live  also ;  and  where  I  am,  there  shall  my  people 
be  !"  The  gift  of  God  is  life — spiritual  and  eternal 
life  ;  it  is  the  life  of  grace  in  the  soul,  the  life  of 
glory  in  heaven.  But,  this  life  is  not  the  wages  of 
righteousness,  but  "  the  gift  of  God"  to  all,  who  are 
washed  from  their  sins  in  the  blood  of  atonement, 
and  renewed  in  the  divine  image  by  the  Spirit  of 
"  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  !" 

To  conclude  : 

1.  Eternal  death,  we  learn  from  this  subject,  is 
the  deserved  wages  of  sin  ;  but  eternal  life  is  not  the 
deserved  wages  of  righteousness. 

Evil  works  do  merit  the  wages  of  death ;  but, 
good  works  do  not  merit  the  reward  of  life.  For 
evil  works  demand  earned  wages ;  good  works  re- 
ceive a  free  gift.  The  punishment  of  the  ungodly 
is  the  recompense  of  their  evil  deeds  ;  the  reward  of 
the  godly  is  the  gift  of  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Our  ruin  is  owing  to  ourselves  ;  our  salva- 
tion to  Christ.  If  we  perish  in  our  sins,  we  receive 
our  wages ;  if  we  are  saved  in  heaven,  we  obtain 
salvation  through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  !  Against 
every  sin,  the  curse  of  God  is  denounced  ;  by  every 
sin,  the  vengeance  of  God  is  deserved.  Through 
the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  all  sins  may  be 
forgiven  ;  but  every  sin,  which  is  not  washed  away 
in  the  blood  of  Christ,  will  be  punished  with  eternal 
death  !  And  this  punishment,  be  it  remembered,  is 
not  the  penalty  of  many  sins,  or  of  great  sins,  but  of 
sin,  and  of  every  sin,  whether  it  be  great  or  small ! 
How  tremendous,  then,  is  the  guilt  of  every  sin  ; 
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how  terrible  is  the  desert  of  every  sinner ;  how 
universal  is  the  desert  of  endless  punishment ;  for 
all  have  sinned,  and  become  guilty  in  the  sight 
of  God  ! 

2.  And  now,  my  brethren,  what  do  you  know  of 
these  great  things  ?  What  do  you  know  of  the  wages 
of  sin  which  is  death  ?  and  what  do  you  know  of 
the  gift  of  God,  which  is  eternal  life,  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  ? 

(1.)  O  ye  unrenewed  and  impenitent  sinners,  who 
are  living  in  known  and  wilful  sin,  why  will  ye  die  ? 
Why  will  you  commit  sin  and  incur  the  penalty  of 
death  ?  Why  will  you  ruin  your  body  ?  why  will 
you  destroy  your  soul  ?  why  will  you  cast  both  body 
and  soul  into  hell  for  ever  ?  "  The  wages  of  sin  is 
death  !"  In  your  present  state,  every  work  of  your 
hands,  every  word  of  your  lips,  every  thought  of 
your  hearts,  is  sin.  You  are  earning  the  wages  of 
sin  every  day,  every  hour,  every  moment :  and  if 
the  wages  of  one  sin  be  death,  what  must  be  the 
wages  of  your  sins,  which  are  more  numerous  than 
the  sands  of  the  sea  ?  But,  sinners,  why  will  you  so 
vilely  commit  sin  ?  Why  will  you  labour  so  hard 
for  the  devil  ?  Why  will  you  so  diligently  earn  the 
wages  of  damnation  ?  For  the  devil  is  your  master, 
and  sin  is  his  work  ;  and  his  work  ye  do.  But, 
remember,  sinners,  remember,  that  the  great  reckon- 
ing day  will  shortly  come,  and  then  your  master,  the 
devil,  will  pay  you  your  wages ;  and  your  wages  will 
then  be,  as  our  Lord  speaks,  "  the  damnation  of 
hell."  But,  sinners,  "  why  will  ye  die  ?"  Through 
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Christ  ye  may  obtain  life  spiritual  and  eternal. 
Through  the  blood  of  Christ  ye  may  be  pardoned, 
and  reconciled  to  God ;  through  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
ye  may  be  renewed  and  sanctified  ;  and  through  the 
righteousness  or  merits  of  Christ  ye  may  receive 
sufficient  grace,  and  inherit  eternal  glory  !  Sinners, 
turn  then  ;  "  why  will  you  die  ?" 

(2.)  But,  ye  mourners  for  sin,  ye  inquirers  for 
heaven !  God  is  not  willing  that  any  man  should 
perish ;  He  is  desirous  that  all  men  should  repent 
and  live.  You  know  that  you  have  sinned,  and  ye 
feel  that  the  wages  of  sin  is  death.  But,  be  encou- 
raged, for  eternal  life  is  the  gift  of  God,  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Your  sins,  however  numer- 
ous ;  your  guilt,  however  aggravated,  will  be  no  bar 
to  your  salvation,  if,  as  perishing  sinners,  ye  receive 
eternal  life  as  a  free  gift.  Go,  then,  to  the  Father 
through  the  Son  ;  plead  the  merits  of  the  Son  with 
the  Father ;  and  the  Father  will  give  you  eternal 
life  through  His  Son  Jesus  Christ ! 

Finally  : 

(3.)  Ye  humble  and  holy  believers^  rejoice  ye 
in  the  gift  of  God,  which  is  eternal  life  through 
Jesus  Christ.  From  His  Spirit,  your  souls,  when 
dead  in  sin,  received  the  grace  of  life ;  and  from  His 
hand  your  souls,  when  glorified,  will  receive  a  crown 
of  life.  For  ye  know  the  cleansing  virtue  of  His 
blood,  the  sanctifying  power  of  His  Spirit,  and  the 
infinite  value  of  His  merits.  Ye  are  renewed  in 
His  image  ;  ye  are  partakers  of  His  nature ;  ye  are 
heirs  of  His  kingdom.  The  spiritual  life  in  your 
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souls  is,  we  repeat,  the  earnest  of  eternal  life  in 
heaven.  You  have  passed  through  Him  from  death 
unto  life ;  and  you  are  now  through  Him  passing 
from  grace  to  glory.  Consider,  then,  my  brethren, 
the  greatness  of  the  sins,  which  God  has  forgiven 
you ;  the  riches  of  grace,  which  He  has  conferred 
upon  you  ;  and  the  eternity  of  glory,  which  He  has 
promised  to  give  you ; — consider  these  immortal 
blessings,  and  you  cannot  but  be  grateful  to  Him 
from  whom  these  blessings  flow ;  they  flow  to  you 
from  Jesus  Christ ;  "  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  !"  "  Render,  there- 
fore, unto  God,  according  to  His  benefits  ;  and  glo- 
rify God  in  your  bodies  and  in  your  souls,  which 
are  God's."  Then,  having  redeemed  you  by  His 
blood,  and  sanctified  you  by  His  Spirit,  He  will  in 
heaven  glorify  you  with  Himself,  in  His  own  glory, 
for  ever  and  ever ! 
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THE  INDWELLING  OF  THE  SPIRIT.1 

ROMANS  viii.  9. 

Now  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is 
none  of  His. 

THE  meaning  of  these  words  is  as  important,  as 
their  application  is  extensive.  Their  meaning  in- 
volves the  character  of  all  Christians — their  applica- 
tion extends  to  all  mankind.  To  be  Christians  is  to 
have  the  Spirit  of  Christ  dwelling  in  us ;  and  no  man 
is  a  Christian,  who  has  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ.  "  Ye 
are  not  in  the  flesh,  but  in  the  Spirit,  if  so  be  the 
Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  you."  "  Now,  if  any  man 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  His." 

In  the  following  discourse,  we  shall  endeavour  to 
establish  and  to  illustrate  the  great  doctrine  in  the 
text. 

We  are  first, 

I.    To    ESTABLISH    THIS    DOCTRINE. 
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"  If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ " — 
Who  is  the  Spirit  of  Christ  ?  The  Spirit  of  Christ 
and  the  Spirit  of  God  is  evidently  the  same  Spirit ; 
the  Spirit  of  Christ,  therefore,  is  truly  God,  and  is 
the  Third  Person  of  the  blessed  Trinity.  The  Spirit 
of  Christ  wears  all  the  names  which  God  the  Father 
wears ;  possesses  all  the  attributes  which  God  the 
Father  possesses;  performs  all  the  works  which  God 
the  Father  performs ;  and  receives  all  the  honours 
which  God  the  Father  receives.  The  Spirit  of 
Christ  is  the  Spirit  of  truth  and  holiness  ;  the  Spirit 
of  power  and  wisdom ;  the  Eternal  Spirit  the  Com- 
forter. The  Spirit  of  Christ  is  the  great  Agent  in 
renewing  the  hearts  of  men,  and  in  sanctifying  them 
for  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 

2.  The  Spirit  of  Christ  is  given  to  all  who  ask, 
and  dwells  in  the  hearts  of  all  who  believe.  "  Ask, 
and  it  shall  be  given  you,"  says  our  Lord,  "  for  God 
will  give  the  Holy  Spirit  to  them  who  ask  Him." 
"  For  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  He  shall  give  you 
another  Comforter,  that  He  may  abide  with  you  for 
ever.  He  shall  be  in  you,  and  dwell  with  you.' 
(John  xiv.  16,  17.)  The  Spirit  of  Christ,  as  St.  Paul 
teaches,  is  enshrined  in  the  bodies,  and  enthroned 
in  the  hearts,  of  believers.  "  What  !  know  ye 
not  that  ye  are  the  temple  of  the  living  God,  and 
that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwelleth  in  you  ?  Know  ye 
not  that  your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
who  is  in  you,  whom  ye  have  of  God."  "  For  ye 
are  the  temple  of  the  living  God  ;  ye  are  the  habita- 
tation  of  God  through  the  Spirit ;"  ye  are  the  dwell- 
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ing-place  of  the  Most  High  !  (Eph.  ii.  22 ;  1  Cor. 
iii.  16;  vi.  19  ;  2  Cor.  vi.  16.)  The  dwelling  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  heart  of  believers  is,  as  St.  John  writes, 
the  source  of  our  obedience  to  God,  and  the  spring 
of  our  love  to  man.  '"If  we  keep  his  command- 
ments" it  is  because  "  we  dwell  in  God,  and  God  in 
us.  And  hereby  we  know  that  God  abideth  in  us 
by  the  Spirit  which  He  hath  given  us."  "  If  we 
love  one  another"  it  is  because  God  dwelleth  in  us, 
and  His  love  is  perfected  in  us.  And  hereby  we 
know  that  we  dwell  in  God,  and  that  God  dwelleth 
in  us,  because  God  hath  given  us  His  Spirit."  (1  John 
iii.  24 ;  iv.  13,  14,  &c.)  If  we  have  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  then  the  Spirit  of  God  dwells  in  us ;  and  if 
the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  us,  then  we  walk  in  the 
Spirit,  and  are  led  by  the  Spirit.  If  we  walk  in  the 
Spirit,  and  are  led  by  the  Spirit,  then  are  we  the 
sons  of  God,  and  have  received  the  spirit  of  adop- 
tion. "  For  as  many  as  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of 
God,  they  are  the  sons  of  God ;  and  because  we  are 
sons,  God  has  sent  the  Spirit  of  His  Son  unto  our 
hearts,  crying,  Abba,  Father ;  and  the  Spirit  Him- 
self beareth  witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the 
children  of  God  ;  and  if  children,  then  heirs ; — heirs 
of  God,  and  with  Christ,  joint  heirs  of  glory  !"  This 
spirit  of  adoption  in  believers  is  not,  however,  essen- 
tial to  saving  faith,  but  it  is  necessary  to  solid  com- 
fort. Though  few  Christians  possess  it,  no  Christian 
should  be  satisfied  without  it :  all  Christians  should 
seek  it ;  and  all  Christians  may  obtain  it,  for  it  is 
offered  to  all.  Were  we  to  teach  that  the  spirit  of 
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adoption  is  essential  to  saving  faith,  we  should  dis- 
tress some  of  the  humblest  "  followers  of  the  Lamb;" 
were  we  to  teach  that  you  are  quite  safe  without  it, 
we  might  not  only  deprive  you  of  the  purest  conso- 
lations, but  endanger  your  eternal  salvation.  Seek, 
then,  the  spirit  of  adoption  !  Pray  for  the  witness 
of  the  Spirit !  And  may  the  Spirit  of  Christ  give 
you  an  earnest  of  the  eternal  inheritance,  and  seal 
you  to  the  day  of  redemption  !  This  doctrine, 
therefore,  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ  dwelling  in  the 
hearts  of  Christians,  as  a  spirit  of  wisdom,  and  holi- 
ness, and  comfort,  is  established  on  the  surest  foun- 
dation ;  it  is  established  on  the  word  of  God,  which 
endureth  for  ever  and  ever  ! 
We  proceed, 

II.    To    ILLUSTRATE    THIS    DOCTRINE. 

We  know  not  the  manner  in  which  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  works  in  our  souls,  and  dwells  in  our  hearts. 
The  great  Inhabitant  is  invisible — the  great  Worker 
is  inscrutable ;  but  His  residence  is  manifest,  His 
work  is  seen.  "  The  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth, 
and  thou  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not 
tell  whence  it  cometh,  nor  whither  it  goeth ;  so  is 
every  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit."  But,  if  no 
one  can  tell  whence  the  wind  cometh,  nor  whither  it 
goeth,  every  one  may  feel  its  motion,  and  hear  its 
sound  ;  and  if  no  one  can  tell  how  the  Spirit  of 
Christ  works  in  the  soul,  or  dwells  in  the  heart  of 
man,  every  one  may  see  the  effects  of  His  working, 
and  the  evidence  of  His  dwelling  in  the  life  and 
temper  of  believers. 
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But,  more  particularly, 

1.   The  Spirit  of  Christ  dwells  in  believers  as  a 
SPIRIT  OF  WISDOM. 

No  outward  teaching  of  others,  nor  inward  reason- 
ing of  our  own  ;  no  wisdom  of  men,  nor  tongue  of 
angels,  can  of  themselves,  effectively  convey  the 
truths  of  salvation  to  the  soul.  The  real  knowledge 
of  ourselves  as  perishing  sinners,  and  the  spiritual 
knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only  Saviour,  is  the 
teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  "  for  no  man  can," 
experimentally,  "  say  that  Jesus  is  the  Lord,  but  by 
the  Holy  Ghost."  (1  Cor.  xii.  3;  1  John  iv.  2.) 
"  The  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  ;  neither  can  he  know  them,  because 
they  are  spiritually  discerned."  "  For  the  things 
of  God  knoweth  no  man,  but  the  Spirit  of  God." 
"  And  we,"  says  the  Apostle,  "  have  received  the 
Spirit  of  God,  that  we  might  know  the  things  of 
God."  The  spiritual  knowledge  of  the  things  of  God 
is  revealed  "  not  by  flesh  and  blood,"  but  by  God 
Himself;  and  it  is  "  revealed,  not  in  the  words 
which  man's  wisdom  teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy 
Ghost  teacheth."  (1  Cor.  ii.  14.)  "  The  Holy 
Ghost,"  says  our  Lord,  "  shall  teach  you  all  things, 
and  shall  lead  you  into  all  truth."  "  Ye  have  an 
unction,"  says  the  apostle,  "  from  the  Holy  One ; 
and  know  all  things."  "  For  the  anointing,  or  unc- 
tion, which  ye  have  received  of  Him,  abideth  in 
you ;  and,  as  the  same  anointing  hath  taught  you  all 
things,  ye  shall  abide  in  Him."  (John  xiv.  26  ;  xvi. 
13  ;  1  John  ii.  20—27.) 
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The  Holy  Spirit,  which  dwells  in  believers,  en- 
lightens their  minds  to  scriptural  truths,  and  gives 
them  an  understanding  of  spiritual  things.  He 
teaches  them  the  vanity  of  the  world,  the  worth  of 
the  soul,  and  the  importance  of  eternity.  He  teaches 
them  the  spirituality  of  the  law,  the  sinfulness  of  sin, 
the  corruption  of  their  nature,  and  the  wickedness 
of  their  practice.  He  teaches  them  their  great 
guilt,  and  utter  helplessness  ;  and  makes  them  feel 
that  they  are  both  ready  and  deserving  to  perish. 
He  teaches  them  that,  though  the  whole  law  must 
be  obeyed,  and  the  whole  heart  given  to  God,  and 
the  whole  life  spent  in  His  service,  yet  they  can  have 
no  merit  in  themselves.  But,  He  further  teaches 
them  the  plan  of  salvation  by  Christ  crucified.  He 
teaches  them  that  Christ  Jesus  has,  on  the  cross, 
made  an  atonement  for  their  sins,  and  purchased 
heaven  for  their  inheritance.  He  teaches  them  that 
they  must  be  justified  through  faith  in  His  atone- 
ment, and  obtain  heaven  only  through  the  merits  of 
His  righteousness.  He  teaches  them  the  all-suflS- 

O 

ciency  of  Christ  to  save,  and  takes  the  things  of 
Christ  and  applies  them  to  their  souls.  The  "  Holy 
Spirit,"  says  Christ,  "  shall  testify  of  me ;  He  shall 
receive  of  mine  ;  and  show  it  unto  you  !"  (John  xv. 
26;  xvi.  13,  14.) 

Again : 

2.  The  Spirit  of  Christ  dwells  in  believ'ers  as  a 
SPIRIT  OF  HOLINESS. 

God  has  chosen  them  from  the  beginning  to  sal- 
vation, through  sanctification  of  the  Spirit,  and  the 
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belief  of  the  truth.  Through  the  Spirit  their  souls 
are  justified  by  faith  in  Christ,  and  their  hearts  re- 
newed in  the  image  of  God.  Through  the  Spirit 
they  cease  from  the  practice  of  sin,  mortify  the 
deeds  of  the  body,  and  overcome  the  love  of  the 
world.  Through  the  Spirit  their  temper,  their  con- 
versation, and  their  conduct  are  sanctified.  Through 
the  Spirit  they  ever  strive  to  be  holy  as  God  is  holy ; 
and  pure  as  Christ  is  pure.  "  They  are  washed  ; 
they  are  sanctified ;  they  are  justified  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God." 
Through  the  Spirit  of  Christ  dwelling  in  them,  they 
are  filled  with  fruits  of  righteousness,  and  delighted 
with  acts  of  devotion.  Under  His  influence  they 
know  it  to  be  their  great  duty  to  do  good  to  man, 
and  they  feel  it  to  be  their  great  happiness  to  walk 
with  God.  "  They  live  in  the  Spirit ;"  "  they  walk 
in  the  Spirit;"  "  they  are  led  by  the  Spirit;"  "  they 
sing  in  the  Spirit ;"  "  they  pray  in  the  Spirit." 
Even  in  those  times  of  doubt  and  affliction,  when 
they  know  not  what  to  pray  for  as  they  ought,  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  Himself,  who  dwells  in  them,  "  helps 
their  infirmities,  and  intercedes  for  them  according 
to  the  will  of  God."  The  Spirit  enables  them  to  be 
patient  in  every  tribulation,  and  teaches  them  to  be 
content  in  every  state.  From  the  Spirit  they  learn 
that  the  loss  of  all  things  may  be  the  richest  acqui- 
sition, that  contempt  may  be  the  brightest  honour, 
affliction  the  happiest  state,  and  death  the  greatest 

gain- 
Further  : 
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3.  The  Spirit  of  Christ  dwells  in  believers  as  a 
SPIRIT  OF  COMFORT. 

"  I  will  not,"  says  our  Lord,  "  leave  you  comfort- 
less; I  will  come  again  to  you.  For  I  will  pray  the 
Father,  and  He  shall  give  you  another  comforter 
who  shall  abide  with  you  for  ever."  The  humble 
penitent  obtains  peace  with  God  in  believing  on  His 
Son  through  the  Spirit.  "  Now  the  peace  of  God 
fill  you  with  all  peace  in  believing,  that  ye  may 
abound  in  hope  through  the  Holy  Ghost.  The  love 
of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Spirit ;  and 
this  love  of  God  in  the  heart  is  to  believers  not  only 
the  spring  of  holy  action,  but  the  source  of  heavenly 
comfort.  "  The  kingdom  of  God  is  not  of  this 
world  ;"  it  is  neither  of  worldly  origin,  nor  of  earthly 
nature  ;  it  is  "  neither  meat  nor  drink ;"  it  is  supe- 
rior to  all  carnal  delights  or  sensual  pleasures  ;  "  it  is 
righteousness,  peace,  and  joy,  in  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Being  born  again  of  the  Spirit,  and  made  new 
creatures  in  Christ  Jesus,  believers  are  become  the 
sons  of  God  ;  and  "  because  they  are  sons,  God  sends 
the  Spirit  of  His  Son  into  their  hearts,  crying, 
Abba,  Father  !"  The  Spirit  of  Christ  dwells  in  be- 
lievers as  the  Spirit  of  adoption  ;  and  "  His  wit- 
ness," "  His  sealing,"  "  His  earnest," — comfort  their 
hearts,  and  assure  them  of  heaven.  "The  Spirit 
himself  bears  witness  with  their  spirit,  that  they  are 
the  children  of  God ;  and  if  children,  then  heirs, 
heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Christ ;  if  so  be 
that  they  suffer  with  Him,  they  may  also  be  glorified 
together."  (Rom.  viii.  16,  17.) 
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Believers,  however,  will  not  escape  affliction,  be- 
cause the  Spirit  of  Christ  dwells  in  them  ;  but,  if 
they  "  receive  the  word  of  God  in  much  affliction, 
they  will  receive  it  also  with  much  joy  of  the  Holy 
Ghost."  If  the  enemy  rush  on  them  in  a  flood  of 
doubts  and  fears,  the  Spirit  of  God  will  lift  up  a 
standard  against  him.  If  Satan  cast  around  them 
his  fiery  darts  or  fierce  temptations,  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit  will  drive  him  away.  If  they  be  reproached 
for  the  name  of  Christ,  or  be  persecuted  for  His 
sake,  happy  are  they ;  for  the  Spirit  of  God  and  of 
glory  will  rest  upon  them.  They  must,  like  other 
men,  suffer  pain  and  sickness  ;  but  through  the  sup- 
ply of  the  Spirit  of  Jesus,  their  consolation  shall  be 
superior  to  their  sorrows,  "  and  their  strength  be 
equal  to  their  day."  They  must,  like  other  men,  feel 
the  stroke  of  death  ;  but  "  blessed  are  the  dead  which 
die  in  the  Lord ;  even  so,  saith  the  Spirit,  for  they 
rest  from  their  labours."  They  must  be  buried  in 
the  grave,  and  mingle  with  the  dust :  but,  "  He  who 
raised  up  the  Lord  Jesus  from  the  dead,  will  also 
quicken  their  mortal  bodies  by  His  Spirit,  which 
dwelleth  in  them."  (Rom.  viii.  11.) 

But,  in  conclusion : 

Many  persons  in  this  land  "  know  not  whe- 
ther there  be  any  Holy  Ghost ;"  others,  who  have 
heard  of  his  name,  deny  his  divinity,  and  disbelieve 
his  operations  ;  while  some,  who  profess  to  believe  in 
Him  as  the  sanctifier  of  his  people,  contend  that  his 
indwelling  cannot  be  known,  nor  his  operations  be 
perceived.  But,  notwithstanding  the  ignorance  of 
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the  careless,  the  opposition  of  the  heretical,  and  the 
contradiction  of  the  formal,  we  strongly  assert  from 
the  Scriptures  of  God,  that  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
must  dwell  in  our  hearts,  or  we  cannot  be  Chris- 
tians. "  Now,  if  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  he  is  none  of  his."  Allow  me,  then,  to  in- 
quire, 

1 .  Have  you  the   Spirit   of  Christ  ?     Does  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  dwell  in  you  ?     Does   He  dwell  in 
you  as  a  Spirit  of  wisdom  teaching  your  souls,   and 
making  you  wise  to  salvation  ?     Does  he  dwell  in 
you  as  a  Spirit  of  holiness,  enabling  you  to  believe 
in  Christ,  justifying  your  souls  by  faith,  renewing 
your  heart,  sanctifying   your    conduct  ?     Does  He 
dwell    in  you  as  a   Spirit  of  comfort,    giving    you 
peace    with    God,     witnessing    with     your    spirit, 
bringing  you  an  earnest  of  heaven,  sealing  you  to 
the  day  of  redemption  ?     But,  if  the  Spirit  of  Christ 
dwell  in  your  heart,  you  will  live  and  walk  after 
the  Spirit ;  you  will  live  in  the  spirit  of  devotion, 
and  walk  in  holiness  of  life.    If  you  have  the  Spi- 
rit of  Christ,   then  you  are  Christ's,  and  Christ  is 
yours.     And  if  Christ  is  yours,  all  things  are  yours. 
"  Whether  Paul,  or  Apollos,  or  Cephas,  or  the  world, 
or  life,  or  death,  or  things  present,  or  things  to  come, 
all  are  yours ;  and  ye  are  Christ's,  and  Christ  is  God's." 
Have  you,  we  ask  again,  the  Spirit  of  Christ ;  and 
are  you  walking  after  the  Spirit  ? 

2.  All  who  will,  may  have   the  Spirit  of  Christ ; 
and  all  must  have  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  or  they  must 
perish. 
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For  if  you  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  you  do 
not  belong  to  Christ ;  and  if  you  do  not  belong  to 
Christ,  you  cannot  be  saved.  All  of  you  are  either 
in  the  flesh,  or  in  the  Spirit ;  either  in  an  uncon- 
verted state,  or  in  a  converted  state.  If  ye  are  in 
the  flesh,  ye  walk  in  sin  after  the  flesh;  if  ye  are  in 
the  Spirit,  ye  walk  in  holiness  after  the  Spirit. 
"  For  they  that  are  after  the  flesh  do  mind,"  and 
pursue  "  the  things  of  the  flesh  ;  and  they  that  are 
after  the  Spirit,"  do  mind  and  pursue  "  the  things 
of  the  Spirit;"  "for  the  minding  of  the  flesh  is  death; 
but  the  minding  of  the  Spirit  is  life  and  peace."  If 
you  have  not  the  Spirit,  you  live  after  the  flesh  ;  if 
you  live  after  the  flesh,  ye  shall  die.  Ye  will  die  in 
sin ;  ye  will  die  eternally.  Christ  will  reject  you 
at  death,  disown  you  at  judgment,  and  condemn 
you  to  everlasting  punishment.  This  is  to  die 
eternally ;  this  is  the  second  death  !  O  ye,  who 
live  in  sin,  who  live  after  the  flesh ;  "  Why  will  you 
die  ?"  While  the  blessed  Saviour  and  the  blessed  Spirit 
invite  you  freely  to  the  waters  of  life,  "  why  will 
you  die?"  Often  have  you  rejected  the  only 
Saviour;  long  have  you  resisted  the  Holy  Spirit. 
And  yet  the  Saviour  is  again  offered  to  your  accept- 
ance ;  the  Spirit  still  strives  with  your  hearts.  But 
no  more  reject  the  only  Saviour ;  no  longer  resist 
the  Holy  Spirit ;  for  the  Spirit  may  now  cease  to 
strive  with  you  ;  and  the  Saviour  may  now  leave 
you  to  perish. 

3.  But,  Christians,  the  Spirit  of  Christ  dwells  in 
your  hearts  ;  and  your  bodies  are  the  temples  of  the 
Holy  Ghost. 
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Let  no  evil  temper  defile  the  temple  of  God  ; 
let  no  sinful  act  grieve  the  Comforter  of  souls  ;  let 
no  worldly -mindedness  quench  the  Spirit  of  heaven ! 
But  stir  up  the  gift  which  is  in  you ;  cherish  the 
motions  of  the  Spirit  in  your  hearts  ;  fan  the  flame 
within,  till  it  entirely  consumes  your  iniquity,  and 
entirely  purifies  your  soul. 

But  forget  not,  my  brethren,  that  the  comfort  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  bestowed  on  believers  while  they 
use  the  means  of  grace,  and  abound  in  works  of 
righteousness — while  they  pray  to  God  and  search 
the  Scriptures,  while  they  hear  the  Gospel  and  re- 
ceive the  supper  of  the  Lord,  while  they  exercise 
charity,  and  practise  holiness.  Walk,  therefore, 
blameless  in  all  the  commandments  and  ordinances 
of  the  Lord  ;  "  and  ye  will  walk  in  the  comfort  of 
the  Holy  Ghost." 

Faithful  Christians  !  remember  your  great  consola- 
tion ;  you  have  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  and  the  Spirit 
of  God  dwells  in  you.  In  all  your  journey  to  hea- 
ven you  will  often  be  in  doubt,  in  distress,  in 
danger,  and  in  want ;  but  you  have  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  and  in  every  doubt  the  Spirit  of  wisdom  will 
guide  your  way,  in  every  distress  the  Spirit  of  love 
will  comfort  your  heart,  in  every  danger  the  Spirit 
of  power  will  protect  your  soul,  in  every  want  the 
Spirit  of  grace  will  supply  your  need. 

Holy  Christians  !  remember  your  great  dignity ; 
you  are  the  temples  of  the  living  God,  and  habita- 
tions of  God  through  the  Spirit.  Remember  that 
God  dwells  in  you  and  walks  in  you ;  and  forget  not 
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to  walk  worthy  of  your  high  calling ;  forget  not  that 
you  must  dwell  in  God,  and  walk  with  God. 

Finally ; 

Humble  Christians  !  Remember  your  great  pri- 
vilege ;  you  have  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  and  belong 
to  Christ.  "  Ye  are  Christ's,  and  Christ  is  yours." 
You  can  joyfully  say,  "  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I 
am  His."  In  heaven  itself  you  cannot  say  more  than 
this,  "  My  beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  His."  But  in 
heaven  you  will  see  more,  and  enjoy  more  of  your 
beloved  Saviour ;  for  in  heaven  you  will  see  Him 
as  He  is  in  all  His  loveliness,  and  be  with  Him 
where  He  is  in  all  His  glory. 


VOL.  II, 
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SERMON  XVI. 

THE  MATTER  AND  THE  MANNER  OF  THE 
APOSTLES'  PREACHING. 

1  COR.  i.  23. 
But  we  preach  Christ  crucified. 

WHAT  is  the  Gospel  ?  How  is  the  Gospel  to  be 
preached?  The  Gospel  is  not  profound  specula- 
tions on  unrevealed  matters,  nor  splendid  displays 
of  biblical  learning  ;  it  is  neither  the  observance  of 
ceremonies,  nor  the  efficacy  of  sacraments;  it  is 
neither  the  competency  of  morality,  nor  the  beauty 
of  virtue ;  neither  the  sufficiency  of  reason,  nor 
the  fitness  of  things ;  neither  the  goodness  of 
the  heart,  nor  the  dignity  of  man.  Nor  do  we 
preach  the  Gospel  when  we  require  an  union 
of  nature  and  grace,  and  mix  the  merits  of  man 
with  the  merits  of  Christ.  Nor  do  we  preach  the 
Gospel,  though  we  preach  the  truth,  if  we  do  not 
preach  the  whole  truth ;  and  though  we  preach 
the  whole  truth,  yet  we  do  not  preach  the  Gospel  if 
we  accommodate  it  to  the  tastes,  or  warp  it  to  the 
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prejudices  of  our  hearers.  What  then  is  the  Gospel? 
And  how  is  the  Gospel  to  be  preached?  The  Gospel 
is  glad  tidings  of  salvation  through  faith  in  the  blood 
of  Jesus ;  and  to  preach  the  Gospel  is  TO  "  PREACH 
CHRIST  CRUCIFIED." 

Let  us  now  consider  the  matter  and  the  manner 
of  the  Apostles  preaching. 

I.    THE  MATTER  OF  THE  APOSTLE*S  PREACHING. 

The  Apostle  preached  CHRIST  CRUCIFIED. 

1.  He  preached  CHRIST. 

And  who  is  Christ?  He  is  the  Son  of  God — so 
the  Son,  as  to  be  the  equal  of  God.  He  is  the 
First  and  the  Last.  He  is  our  Creator  and  Pre- 
server, our  Redeemer  and  Judge.  He  is  the  Lord 
of  lords,  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  Lord  of  all.  He  is 
the  King  of  kings,  the  King  of  saints,  the  King  of 
glory.  He  is  the  wisdom  of  God,  the  power  of 
God,  the  righteousness  of  God,  the  holy  one  of 
God ;  "  and  of  God  He  is  made  unto  us  wisdom, 
and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and  redemp- 
tion." For  He  is  Immanuel,  God  incarnate,  God 
with  us,  God  our  Saviour.  For  He  stooped  from 
His  throne,  assumed  our  nature,  and  in  mortal  guise 
came  into  our  world.  Begotten  from  eternity,  yet 
born  in  time  ;  seated  on  the  throne  of  the  universe, 
yet  lying  in  the  manger  of  a  stable  ;  adored  by  the 
angels  of  heaven,  yet  gazed  on  by  the  beasts  of  the 
stall ;  the  God  of  joy,  yet  the  man  of  sorrows  ;  the 
Maker  of  all  creatures,  yet  without  a  friend  in  His 
need ;  the  King  of  all  worlds,  yet  without  a  place 

Q2 
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for  His  head ;  the  Prince  of  life,  yet  dying  on  the 
cross ;  the  ever-living  Lord,  yet  buried  in  the  tomb. 
"  I  am,"  says  Jesus,  "  He  that  liveth  and  was  dead ; 
and  behold  !  I  am  alive  for  evermore."  "  For  thus 
it  is  written,  and  thus  it  behoved  Christ  to  suffer, 
and  to  rise  again  from  the  dead." 

Further : 

Christ  is  Messiah,  the  great  anointed,  the  divine 
prophet,  priest  and  king  of  His  Church.  He  is  our 
divine  prophet  anointed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
preach  good  tidings,  to  reveal  the  will  of  God,  to 
open  the  understanding,  to  make  wise  to  salvation, 
to  teach  the  soul.  Taught  by  Him,  we  are  taught 
of  God,  and  great  will  be  our  peace.  He  is  our 
dimne  priest,  anointed  with  the  Spirit  of  grace  to 
atone  for  our  sins,  and  to  intercede  for  our  souls. 
At  once  the  victim  and  the  priest,  the  Lamb  of  God, 
and  our  Advocate  with  the  Father,  He  not  only 
offered  Himself  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  but  with  His 
own  blood  entered  heaven  to  make  intercession  for 
us.  He  is  our  divine  king,  anointed  with  the  spirit 
of  power  to  subdue  our  hearts  to  His  sway,  and  to 
bruise  our  enemies  under  His  feet.  Having  con- 
quered the  world,  and  sin,  and  death,  and  hell,  He 
fixes  His  throne  in  the  hearts  of  His  people,  and 
gives  them  the  victory  over  their  enemies.  Thus 
the  Apostle  preached  CHRIST. 

But,  further : 

2.  He  preached  CHRIST  CRUCIFIED. 

"  Every   high    priest,"    says    the   Apostle,     "  is 
ordained  to  offer  gifts  and  sacrifices  ;  it  was  neces- 
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sary,  therefore,  that  Christ,  our  high  priest,  should 
have  somewhat  to  offer."  "  Wherefore  when  He 
came  into  the  world,  He  said,  the  sacrifice  and  offer- 
ing" of  beasts,  "  thou  wouldest  not,  but  a  body  hast 
thou  prepared  me."  Through  the  offering  of  this 
body  on  the  cross,  through  the  crucifixion  of  Christ 
for  our  sins,  can  we  be  pardoned  and  justified, 
sanctified  and  saved.  Christ  assumed  our  nature, 
assumed  a  body  like  our  own,  in  which  He  might 
suffer  and  be  crucified.  He  was  both  God  and 
man ;  as  man,  He  suffered  in  our  place ;  as  God,  He 
atoned  for  our  sins.  As  man,  He  was  liable  to  all 
the  sinless  infirmities  of  our  nature.  He  laboured, 
and  was  weary ;  He  fasted,  and  was  faint.  When 
persecuted,  He  grieved ;  when  rejected,  He  wept. 
When  in  an  agony,  He  prayed,  "  Let  this  cup  pass 
from  Me !"  when  deserted,  He  complained,  "  My 
God,  my  God  !  why  hast  thou  forsaken  Me  ?"  After 
His  agony,  He  was  betrayed  by  a  friend,  and  sold 
to  His  enemies.  He  was  seized  as  a  malefactor, 
bound  as  a  thief,  mocked  as  an  impostor,  reckoned 
worse  than  a  murderer,  deemed  unfit  to  live.  He 
was  blindfolded,  beaten,  derided.  "  He  hid  not  His 
face  from  spitting,  nor  turned  His  cheek  from  those 
who  plucked  off  the  hair."  His  temples  were 
pierced  with  thorns ;  His  back  was  ploughed  with 
scourges.  He  was  sentenced  to  be  crucified,  though 
pronounced  innocent  by  His  judge  ;  and  though 
trembling  through  weakness,  compelled  to  bear  the 
cross.  When  He  was  come  to  Calvary,  rough  spikes 
were  driven  through  His  hands  and  feet,  as  He  lay 
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stretched  on  the  cross ;  and  He  was  then  lifted  up 
between  two  thieves,  a  spectacle  to  angels,  and  to 
men.  His  murderers  marked  the  writhings  of  His 
body,  and  rejoiced  at  the  agonies  of  His  soul;  they 
exasperated  His  burning  thirst  with  vinegar  and 
gall,  and  disturbed  His  dying  prayers  with 
mockeries  and  blasphemies.  "  The  assembly  of  the 
wicked,"  the  dying  Saviour  sighs,  "  have  inclosed 
Me.  They  stand  and  stare  upon  Me.  They  gape 
upon  Me,  as  roaring  lions,  with  their  mouths ;  they 
deride  me,  as  cruel  mockers,  with  their  tongues. 
They  have  pierced  my  hands  and  my  feet.  They 
have  lifted  me  up  on  the  cross.  All  my  bones  are 
out  of  joint.  My  heart  is  melted  within  Me.  My 
strength  is  dried  up  like  a  potsherd.  My  tongue 
cleaveth  to  my  jaws.  I  am  brought  to  the  dust 
of  death.  But,  It  is  finished.  Father,  into  thy 
hands  I  commend  my  Spirit."  And  He  bowed  His 
head  and  gave  up  the  ghost.  Thus  Christ  was 
crucified.  He  was  crucified  for  the  sins  of  the 
world ;  and  for  the  salvation  of  sinners,  "  WE 
PREACH  CHRIST  CRUCIFIED." 

Such  was  the  MATTER  of  St.  Paul's  preaching, 
"  Christ  crucified." 

We  proceed  to  consider, 

II.    THE  MANNER  OF  THE  APOSTLES'  PREACHING. 

When  St.  Paul  said,  "  We  preach  Christ  cruci- 
fied," he  did  not  mean  that  the  Apostles  preached 
nothing  except  the  sorrows  and  the  sufferings  of  our 
dying  Saviour;  but  that  they  connected  ALL  essential 
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doctrines,  and  ALL  necessary  duties,  with  the  cruci- 
fixion and  death  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

1 .  The  Apostles  joined  all  ESSENTIAL  DOCTRINES 
with  Christ  crucified. 

When  they  teach  men  to  repent  of  their  sins,  and 
to  be  reconciled  to  God,  they  preach  Christ  crucified. 
"  Him  have  ye  taken,  and  with  wicked  hands  have 
crucified  and  slain.  Repent,  therefore,  and  be  bap- 
tized in  His  name."  "  For  He  has  made  peace  for 
you  through  the  blood  of  the  Cross."  "  He  has  re- 
conciled you  to  God  by  His  death."  "  And  ye,  who 
some  time  were  afar  off,  are  now  made  nigh  by  His 
blood."  But  being  redeemed  from  sin,  and  re- 
conciled to  God  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  to  commit 
sin  will  be  to  trample  on  His  blood,  or  to  crucify 
Him  afresh.  (1  Pet.  i.  18,  19.  Col.  i.  20—22. 
Eph.  ii.  13.) 

When  they  teach  men  how  sin  may  be  forgiven, 
how  the  soul  may  be  justified,  and  peace  may  be 
obtained,  they  preach  Christ  crucified.  "  We  have 
redemption  through  His  blood,  even  the  for- 
giveness of  sin  according  to  the  riches  of  His 
grace."  "  For  God  hath  set  forth  His  Son  Jesus 
Christ  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  sins  through 
faith  in  His  blood,  that  we  may  be  justified  freely 
by  His  grace."  "  And  being  justified  freely  through 
faith  in  His  blood,  we  have  peace  with  God,  and 
rejoice  in  hope  of  glory."  (Rom.  v.  1 ;  iii.  24,  25.) 

Further : 

When  they  teach  men  how  the  conscience  may  be 
cleansed,  how  the  heart  and  the  life  may  be  sancti- 
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fed,  they  preach  Christ  crucified.  "  The  blood  of 
Christ,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  Him 
self  on  the  cross  without  spot  unto  God,  purges  the 
conscience  from  dead  works  to  serve  the  living 
God."  For  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus  is 
ever  through  the  sanctification  of  the  Spirit  unto 
obedience.  "  We  are  sanctified  through  the  offering 
of  the  body  of  Jesus ;  we  are  sanctified  through  the 
sprinkling  of  His  blood  by  the  eternal  Spirit ;  for 
His  blood  cleanseth  from  all  sin." 

Finally : 

When  they  teach  what  is  the  eternal  bliss  of  hea- 
ven, and  how  that  eternal  bliss  is  obtained,  they 
preach  Christ  crucified.  For  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  was  purchased  by  the  precious  blood  of  the 
Lamb  without  spot ;  and  the  happiness  of  heaven  is 
the  eternal  worship  "  of  the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 
The  saints  before  the  throne  of  glory  have  washed 
their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb.  The  saints  in  glory  ever  sing,  "  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  and  has  redeemed  us  to 
God  by  His  blood."  "  Unto  Him,  who  loved  us, 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  blood,  be  domi- 
nion and  glory  for  ever  and  ever."  Thus,  my  bre- 
thren, in  repenting  of  sin,  in  justification  of  the  sin- 
ner, in  sanctification  of  the  soul,  in  securing  the 
happiness  of  heaven,  man  is  nothing,  but  Christ 
crucified  is  all  is  all.  For  repentance  unto  life,  jus- 
tification before  God,  sanctification  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  a  meetness  for  the  holiness  of  heaven,  and  a 
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title  to  joys  of  eternity,  are  all  obtained  by  Christ 
crucified. 

Christ  crucified,  my  brethren,  has  been  preached 
unto  you  ;  but,  has  the  preaching  of  Christ  crucified 
been  made  to  you  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  ? 
Have  you  looked  on  Him  whom  your  sins  have 
pierced,  and  repented  of  your  sins  ?  Have  you  relied 
for  pardon  on  the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus ;  and  been 
justified  through  faith  in  His  righteousness?  Have 
your  hearts  and  lives  been  sanctified  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  through  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Christ  ? 
Are  you  now  living  in  holiness  through  faith  in  Him 
who  loved  you,  and  died  for  you  ?  And,  after  all, 
do  you  expect  eternal  life  in  heaven,  not  as  the  re- 
ward of  your  services,  but  as  the  gift  of  God  through 
Christ  crucified  ? 

Again  : 

2.  The  Apostles  founded  all  NECESSARY  DUTIES  on 
Christ  crucified. 

When  they  teach  men  to  pray  to  God,  they  preach 
Christ  crucified.  "  Christ  has  entered  heaven  with  his 
own  blood,  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us ; 
having,  therefore,  liberty  to  enter  into  the  holiest  by 
''  the  blood  of  Jesus,  let  us  come  boldly  to  the 
throne  of  grace."  When  they  teach  men  to  search 
the  Scriptures,  they  preach  Christ  crucified.  "  The 
angels  desire  to  look  into  the  Scriptures,  which  fore- 
tel  the  sufferings  of  Christ ;"  how,  then,  can  men 
neglect  to  search  the  Scriptures?  (1  Pet.  i.  11, 
12.)  When  they  teach  humbleness  of  mind,  and 
patience  in  suffering,  they  preach  Christ  crucified. 
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"  Let  this  mind  be  in  you,  which  was  in  Christ  Jesus, 
who,  being  equal  with  God,  yet  being  in  the  like- 
ness of  man,  humbled  Himself,  and  became  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross."  "  If  we 
suffer  with  Christ,  we  shall  also  reign  with  Christ." 
"  Run,  then,  with  patience,  the  race  set  before  you, 
looking  unto  Jesus,  who  for  the  joy  set  before  Him 
endured  the  cross,  and  despised  the  shame."  When 
they  teach  husbands  to  love  their  wives,  and  children 
to  obey  their  parents,  they  preach  Christ  crucified. 
"  Husbands,  love  your  wives ;  as  Christ  loved  the 
church,  and  gave  Himself  for  it."  (Eph.  v.  25.) 
"  Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord ;"  for 
though  Christ  were  a  Son,  yet  was  He  obedient  to 
His  Father,  even  unto  death.  When  they  teach 
Christians  to  love  as  brethren,  and  to  do  good  one  to 
another,  they  preach  Christ  crucified.  "  Walk  in 
love  as  Christ  also  has  loved  us,  and  given  Himself  a 
sacrifice  for  us."  "  And  because  He  laid  down  His 
life  for  us,  we  ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the 
brethren."  (1  John  iii.  16.)  When  they  teach  the 
motive  of  Christian  obedience,  and  the  practice  of  all 
good  works,  they  preach  Christ  crucified.  "  The  love 
of  Christ  constraineth  us,  because  we  thus  judge  that 
if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  ;  and  He  died 
for  us,  that  we  should  live  to  Him."  (2  Cor.  v.  14, 
15.)  For,  "  we  are  bought  with  a  price,  with  the 
blood  of  Christ ;  let  us,  therefore,  glorify  God  in  our 
bodies  and  in  our  souls,  which  are  God's."  When  they 
teach,  in  fine,  the  nature  and  the  glory  of  the  Chris- 
tians life,  they  preach  Christ  crucified.  "  God  for- 
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bid  that  I  should  glory  save  in  the  cross  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  the  world  is  crucified  unto 
me,  and  I  unto  the  world."  "  For,  I  am  crucified 
with  Christ,  nevertheless  I  live;  yet  not  I,  but  Christ 
liveth  in  me  ;  and  the  life,  which  I  now  live  in  the 
flesh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  Himself  for  me."  (Gal.  ii.  20.) 

Thus,  my  brethren,  in  prayer  to  God,  in  the  search- 
ing of  the  Scriptures,  in  humbleness  of  mind,  in  pa- 
tience of  suffering,  in  love  of  the  brethren,  in  the 
performance  of  all  good  works,  man  of  himself  can 
do  nothing,  but  Christ  crucified  is  the  motive  and 
the  end,  the  all  in  all.  For  the  Spirit  of  prayer,  the 
understanding  of  the  Scriptures,  the  humility  of  the 
heart,  the  patience  of  suffering,  the  love  of  the  bre- 
thren, the  power  and  the  grace  to  do  good  works, 
are  all  derived  from  Christ  crucified. 

Christ  crucified,  my  brethren,  has  been  preached 
to  you ;  and,  may  we  ask,  Do  you  pray  to  God 
through  Him,  who  once  was  crucified,  but  is  now 
our  Advocate  with  the  Father  ?  Do  you,  like  the 
angels,  study  the  Scriptures,  because  they  testify  of 
Christ  crucified  ?  Has  the  cross  of  Christ  clothed 
your  soul  with  humility,  and  given  it  patience  in 
suffering  ?  Do  you  love,  and  do  good  to  the  bre- 
thren, because  Christ  loved  you,  and  laid  down  His 
life  for  you  ?  Does  the  love  of  Christ  crucified  con- 
strain you  to  obedience  ?  Bought,  as  you  are,  with 
a  price,  with  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,  do  you 
by  a  holy  life  glorify  God  ?  Are  you  crucified  with 
Christ  to  self,  to  sin,  and  to  the  world  ?  Are  you 
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alive  to  God,  because  Christ  liveth  in  you  ?    Do  you 
glory  only,  and  do  you  glory  always,  in  the  cross  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  which  the  world  is  cruci- 
fied to  you,  and  you  to  the  world  ? 
To  conclude : 

1.  The  manifold  wisdom  and  boundless  love  of  God 
will  be  eternally  unrolling  to  the  principalities  and 
powers  in  heavenly  places,  through  the  salvation  of  the 

Church  by  Christ  crucified. 

For  the  redemption  of  sinners  by  the  blood  of 
Jesus  fills  heaven  with  wonder,  and  will  be  an  ever- 
lasting song  to  saints  and  angels.  Mankind  are  in  a 
sinful  and  perishing  state  ;  and  sin  can  be  pardoned, 
the  soul  be  justified,  the  heart  be  renewed,  the  life 
be  sanctified,  the  sinner  be  saved,  only  by  faith  in 
Christ  crucified  :  no  preaching,  therefore,  but  the 
preaching  of  Christ  crucified  is  suitable  to  the  state 
of  mankind.  Besides,  no  preaching  will  be  profit- 
able to  the  souls  of  men,  without  the  blessing  of  God  ; 
and  God  will  bless  no  preaching  but  the  preaching 
of  Christ  crucified.  The  apostles,  therefore,  divinely 
determined  to  know  nothing,  and  to  preach  nothing, 
save  Jesus  Christ,  and  Him  crucified.  "  We  preach 
Christ  crucified." 

2.  Christ,  who  is  the  King  of  glory,  was  crucified 
for  the  sins  of  the  world. 

Angels,  who  excel  in  might  and  mind,  desire  with 
eagerness  to  look  into  the  sorrows  of  our  crucified 
Lord.  Apostles,  who  were  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost,  determined  to  preach  nothing  but  Christ 
crucified.  Christ  crucified,  my  brethren,  has  been 
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preached  to  you  !  and,  may  I  ask,  "  Are  any  of  you 
neglecting  Christ  crucified  ?  Can  you  despise  what 
angels  adore  ?  Can  you  neglect  what  Apostles 
preach  ?  Can  you  reject  what  alone  can  save  ? 
When  you  see  Christ  suffering  death  on  the  cross, 
for  our  sins,  and  made  a  perfect  Saviour  through 
His  sufferings  on  the  cross,  how  can  you  escape  if 
you  neglect  His  great  salvation  ?  While  you  live 
in  sin  and  neglect  His  salvation,  you  cannot  escape 
eternal  destruction  !  But,  still  to  you,  who  have 
hitherto  neglected  His  salvation,  the  crucified  Sa- 
viour cries,  "  Look  unto  Me,  and  be  saved  !" 

3.  And  ye  penitents ;  ye  inquirers  after  salvation  ; 
"  Look  ye  to  Christ  crucified  / ' 

He  was  crucified  "  to  save  sinners  ;  and  He  can 
save  to  the  uttermost !"  You  cannot  doubt  His 
power,  for  He  is  "  God  our  Saviour."  You  cannot 
question  His  willingness,  for  He  died  to  save.  In 
Him  is  everything  which  your  souls  can  need  ;  and 
whatever  your  souls  need,  He  is  willing  to  bestow. 
You  feel  yourselves  to  be  corrupt,  and  sinful,  and 
helpless,  and  perishing ;  you  want  pardon,  and 
peace,  and  holiness,  and  salvation  ;  look,  then,  to 
the  blood,  and  righteousness,  and  Spirit,  and  merits, 
of  Christ  crucified,  and  you  shall  be  pardoned,  and 
justified,  and  sanctified,  and  saved  ! 
Finally  : 

4.  Believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus!  Christ  crucified 
is  more  precious  to  your  souls  than  the  treasures  and 
glories  of  all  worlds. 

Through  time,  and  through  eternity,  it  will  be 
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your  duty  and  your  delight  to  look  to  Christ  cruci- 
fied !  Through  life,  then,  look  to  Christ  crucified  ; 
and  through  life,  Christ  crucified  will  be  your 
strength  and  your  peace  !  At  death,  look  to  Christ 
crucified ;  and  at  death,  Christ  crucified  will  be  your 
support  and  consolation  !  At  judgment,  look  to 
Christ  crucified  ;  and  at  judgment,  Christ  crucified 
will  be  your  advocate  and  friend !  In  heaven, 
look  to  Christ  crucified ;  and  in  heaven,  Christ  cru- 
cified will  be  your  joy  and  your  glory  throughout 
eternity  ! 


239 


SERMON  XVII. 
THE  MERCY  OF  GOD  TOWARDS  HIS  PEOPLE. 

2  COR.  i.  21,  22. 

Now  He,  who  stablisheth  us  with  you  in  Christ, 
and  hath  anointed  us,  is  God ;  who  also  hath 
sealed  us,  and  given  the  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in 
our  hearts. 

THE  doctrine  of  a  Trinity  in  Unity  is  a  doctrine 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  Holy  Scriptures  clearly 
teach  that  in  One  Eternal  Godhead  are  Three  Divine 
Persons,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  These 
Three  Divine  Persons  are  distinct  in  name  and  in 
office,  but  are  united  in  nature,  in  counsel,  and  in 
work.  The  great  work  of  the  Eternal  Trinity  is 
the  salvation  of  mankind  by  Jesus  Christ.  God,  and 
Christ,  and  the  Spirit  are,  in  the  text,  distinctly 
named,  as  contributing  to  our  salvation.  "  Christ" 
is  named  as  the  only  foundation  for  eternal  life ; 
'  God"  is  named  as  the  builder  of  His  people  on 
the  only  foundation  ;  and  "  the  Spirit"  is  named  as 
the  sanctifier  and  sealer  of  believers  "  unto  the  day 
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of  redemption."  "  Now  He,  who  stablisheth  us  witli 
you  in  Christ,  and  hath  anointed  us,  is  God  ;  who 
also  hath  sealed  us,  and  given  the  earnest  of  the 
Spirit  in  our  hearts." 

From  these  words  we  may  contemplate  the  mercy 
of  God  as  manifested  towards  His  people. 

The  mercy  of  God,  we  observe  first,  is  manifested, 

I.    IN  BUILDING  THEM  ON  CHRIST. 

"  He,  who  stablisheth  us  in  Christ,  is  God."  "  For 
all  the  promises  of  God  in  Christ  are  yea ;  and  in 
Christ  amen,  to  the  glory  of  God  by  us."  We  are 
by  nature  in  a  fallen  state,  corrupt,  sinful,  helpless, 
perishing.  We  have  lost  all  fitness  for  the  happiness 
of  heaven,  and  are  exposed  to  all  the  misery  of  hell. 
But  Jesus  Christ,  by  His  sufferings  in  our  nature, 
and  in  our  place,  has  not  only  made  atonement  for 
our  sins,  but  purchased  heaven  for  our  souls.  He 
has  made  satisfaction  to  the  justice  of  God  for  our 
transgressions,  and  obtained  for  our  souls  a  title  to 
eternal  life.  Jesus  Christ,  therefore,  is  the  only 
foundation,  on  which  our  souls  can  be  built  for  life 
eternal;  "  for  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than 
that  is  laid,  even  Jesus  Christ."  "  But  it  is  God 
alone,"  who  can  stablish  us  in  Christ ;"  it  is  God 
alone,  who  can  take  us  out  of  the  quarry  of  cor- 
ruption, and  build  us  on  Him.  It  is  God  alone, 
who  after  He  has  built  us  on  Christ,  can  make  us, 
"  as  lively  stones,  grow  into  a  holy  temple  in  the 
Lord."  It  is  God  alone,  who  by  His  Spirit  makes 
us  feel  the  guilt  and  helplessness  of  our  perishing 
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state,  and  then  shews  us  the  fitness  and  sufficiency 
of  the  Almighty  Saviour.  It  is  God  alone,  who  by 
His  Spirit  plants  living  faith  in  our  penitent  hearts, 
and  communicates  spiritual  life  to  our  believing 
souls.  Being  thus  established  by  God  in  the  faith 
of  Christ,  our  sins  are  pardoned,  and  our  souls  are 
justified  ;  our  meetness  for  eternal  happiness  is  se- 
cured, and  our  title  to  eternal  glory  is  won. 

Again : 

The  mercy  of  God  towards  His  people  is  mani- 
fested, 

II.    IN  ANOINTING  THEM  WITH  THE  HOLY  GHOST. 

"  He,  who  anoints  us  with  His  Spirit,  is  God." 
The  prophets,  priests,  and  kings  of  the  Jews  were 
anointed  with  holy  oil  to  their  high  offices.  This 
anointing  with  holy  oil  was  a  figure  of  the  anointing 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  the  Holy  Spirit.  For 
"  God  hath  anointed  Him  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
with  power ;"  and  hath  thus  "  anointed  Him  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  the  poor."  (Acts  x.  28.)  And 
as  God  anointed  His  Son  to  His  high  office,  so  does 
He  anoint  His  people ;  He  anoints  them  with  His 
Spirit  to  enlighten  their  minds,  to  renew  their  hearts, 
and  to  sanctify  their  lives. 

1.  The  anointing  of  the  Spirit  enlightens  their 
minds. 

The  eyes  of  their  minds  being  naturally  blinded, 
they  were  ignorant  of  spiritual  things,  and  sat  in 
the  shadow  of  death.  But  "  God,  who  commanded 
the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  has  shone  into 
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their  minds,  and  given  them  the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ."  The  day  spring  from  on  high  has  visited 
their  minds,  and  guided  their  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace.  They  have  an  unction  from  the  Holy  One, 
and  know  all  things ;  for  this  anointing,  which  they 
have  of  God,  abides  with  them,  and  guides  them 
into  all  truth.  (1  John  ii.  20.)  The  Saviour  now 
appears  altogether  lovely,  and  His  salvation  alto- 
gether desirable. 

2.  The  anointing  of  the  Spirit  renews  their  hearts. 

Their  conscience  is  naturally  defiled  and  un- 
feeling ;  their  imagination  polluted  and  perverted  ; 
their  affections  earthly  and  sensual ;  their  wills  per- 
verse and  unsubdued.  But  God,  by  the  anointing 
of  His  Spirit,  purifies  and  softens  the  conscience ; 
hallows  and  directs  the  imagination ;  spiritualizes 
and  exalts  the  affections ;  subdues  and  controls  the 
will.  He  takes  away  the  heart  of  stone,  and  gives 
a  heart  of  flesh.  He  overcomes  the  natural  enmity 
of  the  human  mind,  and  implants  in  it  a  spiritual 
love  of  the  Holy  God.  In  fine ;  He  makes  them 
"  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus;  old  things  pass 
away;  all  things  become  new." 

3.  The  anointing  of  the  Spirit  reforms  their  lives. 
They  once  lived  in  sin  and  without  God  in  the 

world  ;  they  once  served  divers  fleshly  lusts,  and 
pursued  various  sinful  pleasures ;  they  once  were 
careless  of  their  souls,  and  unmindful  of  eternity. 
But  God,  by  the  anointing  of  the  Spirit,  sanctified 
them  in  body  and  soul ;  arid  they  denied  ungodli- 
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ness  and  worldly  lusts,  and  began  to  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly  in  this  evil  world.  "  They 
ceased  to  do  evil ;  they  learnt  to  do  well ;"  and  "  by 
patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  they  seek  for 
honour,  glory,  and  immortality."  They  consecrate 
all  their  heart  and  life — all  their  time  and  talents,  to 
the  service  of  the  Lord.  They  would  ever  live  in 
the  spirit  of  prayer  and  charity  ;  and  would  ever  de- 
light in  acts  of  holiness  and  devotion. 

Further  : 

The  mercy  of  God  towards  His  people  is  mani- 
fested, 

III.  IN  SEALING  THEM  TO  THE  DAY  OF  REDEMP- 
TION. 

For  "  God  also  hath  sealed  us."  "  Grieve  not 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  whereby  ye  are  sealed  to 
the  day  of  redemption."  (Eph.  iv.  30.)  What  is 
the  sealing  of  the  Spirit  ?  In  this  mystic  sealing, 
the  hand  which  holds  the  seal,  is  the  Spirit  of  holi- 
ness ;  the  seal  itself  is  the  word  of  God ;  the  sub- 
ject sealed  is  the  heart  of  man ;  the  impression  made 
on  the  heart  by  this  sealing,  is  the  image  of  Christ ; 
and  the  object  attained  by  it,  is  an  assurance  of 
eternal  salvation  in  heaven.  As  in  earthly  sealing 
the  wax  is  melted  before  the  impression  can  be 
made,  so  in  this  spiritual  sealing,  the  heart  must 
be  melted,  before  it  can  be  impressed.  And  the 
Holy  Spirit  melts  the  heart  into  godly  penitence, 
impresses  on  it  the  divine  Word,  leaves  in  it  the 
divine  image  ;  and  this  image  is  visible  in  the  cha- 
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racter  and  legible  in  the  life ;  it  is   "  known  and 
read  of  all  men." 
This  sealing  is, 

1.  A  mark  of  appropriation. 

"  Him  hath  God  the  Father  sealed ;"  that  is, 
"  God,  the  Father,  hath  marked  Jesus  Christ  for 
His  own  Son,  and  designated  Him  for  His  high 
office."  Sealing  among  men  is  an  act  of  appro- 
priation, ascertaining  a  right  to  some  property  or 
conveying  a  title  to  some  inheritance.  Sealing  is 
by  an  act  to  declare,  "  This  property  is  mine ;"  or, 
"  this  inheritance  shall  be  yours."  When  God, 
therefore,  seals  believers  by  His  Spirit,  He  claims 
them  for  His  own  people,  and  assures  them  of  their 
eternal  inheritance. 

For, 

This  sealing  is. 

2.  A  ground  of  assurance. 

If  we  have  the  word  of  an  honest  man,  we  be- 
lieve him  ;  if  we  have  his  signature  and  his  seal, 
our  belief  grows  into  assurance  ;  what  assurance  of 
heaven,  then,  do  believers  obtain,  to  whom  God, 
who  cannot  lie,  not  only  gives  the  promise  of  His 
word,  but  the  signing  of  His  hand  and  the  sealing 
of  His  Spirit?  For,  in  this  sealing,  "the  Spirit  bears 
witness  with  their  spirits,  that  they  are  the  children 
of  God,"  and  the  heirs  of  His  kingdom. 

Finally  : 

The  mercy  of  God  towards  His  people  is  mani- 
fested, 
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IV.    IN  GIVING  THEM  THE  EARNEST  OF  THE  SPIRIT. 

"  God  hath  given  us  the  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in 
our  hearts."  When  the  Spirit  seals  believers,  He 
becomes  to  them  emphatically  a  Spirit  of  holiness 
and  consolation,  sanctifying  their  souls,  and  com- 
forting their  hearts.  "  After  ye  believed,  ye  were 
sealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  which  is  the 
earnest  of  your  inheritance  until  the  redemption  of 
the  purchased  possession  to  the  praise  of  His  glory.'' 
(Eph.  i.  13,  14.)  In  sealing  the  souls  of  believers, 
the  Holy  Spirit  gives  them  the  earnest  of  the  day  of 
redemption  by  sanctifying  them  for  its  perfect  holi- 
ness, and  by  causing  them  to  thirst  for  its  perfect 
pleasures.  The  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts, 
is  a  proof  of  divine  affection,  and  a  foretaste  of 
eternal  bliss. 

1.  It  is  a  proof  of  divine  affection. 

It  is  not  only  intellectual,  but  cordial ;  not  only 
wisdom  and  knowledge  in  the  head,  but  grace  and 
love  in  the  heart.  It  is  the  love  of  God  shed  abroad 
in  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost :  it  is  the  spirit  of 
adoption,  the  spirit  of  the  sons  of  God,  whereby  they 
cry,  "  Abba,  Father !"  The  earnest  of  the  Spirit  is 
the  gift  of  God,  which  He  bestows  on  His  people 
according  to  the  good  pleasure  of  His  will.  For 
"  He,  who  has  wrought  us  for  the  self-same  thing  is 
God,  who  also  hath  given  us  the  earnest  of  the 
Spirit."  "  Behold  !  what  manner  of  love  is  this, 
wherewith  the  Father  hath  loved  us,  not  only  that 
we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God  ;"  but  have  a 
sense  of  His  paternal  love  sealed  on  our  hearts  by 
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the  Holy  Spirit !     "  He  hath  given  the  earnest  of 
the  Spirit  in  our  hearts." 

Again : 

'2.  It  is  a  foretaste  of  eternal  bliss. 

The  first  fruits  are  a  pledge  of  the  harvest ;  the 
beginnings  of  grace  are  a  foretaste  of  glory  ;  for,  an 
earnest  is  a  part  of  payment;  or  a  pledge  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  whole.  The  knowledge,  and  holiness, 
and  joy,  which  believers  have  obtained  from  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  a  pledge  that  they  shall  hereafter 
obtain  perfect  knowledge,  and  holiness,  and  joy. 
The  earnest  of  the  Spirit  is  a  pledge  and  foretaste  of 
their  eternal  inheritance  in  heaven.  It  is  heaven 
brought  to  the  soul ;  it  is  heaven  below,  leading  to 
heaven  above.  And,  "  Now,"  will  every  child  of 
God  say,  "  Now  thanks  be  unto  God,  who  hath  esta- 
blished us  in  His  Son,  and  anointed  us  with  His 
Spirit ; — who  hath  also  sealed  us  to  the  day  of  re- 
demption, and  given  the  earnest  of  heaven  in  our 
hearts !" 

1.   Who,  then,  my  brethren,  is  the  true  Christian? 

Who  is  the  true  follower  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  The 
true  Christian  is  described  in  our  text. 

To  be  taken  as  a  dead  stone  out  of  the  quarry  of 
human  corruption  ;  to  be  hewn,  shapen,  and  polished, 
and  then  built,  as  a  lively  stone,  in  its  right  place,  on 
the  only  foundation,  Jesus  Christ :  to  be  "  anointed 
and  sealed "  by  the  Holy  Ghost ;  to  be  changed  in 
nature,  and  renewed  in  mind ;  to  be  transformed 
into  the  divine  likeness,  and  made  partakers  of  the 
everlasting  covenant  ;  to  have  the  earnest  of  the 
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Spirit,  and  the  earnest  of  heaven,  in  the  heart;  to 
prove  this  earnest  of  the  Spirit,  to  manifest  this 
earnest  of  heaven,  by  a  heavenly  temper,  and  a 
godly  life.  This  is  to  be  a  true  Christian :  this  is 
to  be  a  true  follower  of  Jesus  Christ.  Where,  then, 
are  true  Christians  to  be  found  ?  Are  you,  my  bre- 
thren, such  Christians  ? 

2.  Has  God,  then,  allow  me  to  inquire,  taken  you 
out  of  the  quarry  of  corruption,  and  built  you  on 
Christ? 

Has  He  anointed  you  and  sealed  you  with  His 
Holy  Spirit  ?  Has  He  enlightened  and  sanctified 
your  mind  ?  Has  He  softened  and  renewed  your 
heart  ?  Has  He  transformed  you  into  the  divine 
likeness,  and  made  you  partakers  of  the  everlasting 
covenant  ?  Has  He  given  you  the  earnest  of  the 
Spirit  in  your  heart,  not  only  as  an  assurance  of 
faith  and  a  witness  of  adoption,  but  as  an  evidence 
of  divine  love,  and  as  a  pledge  and  foretaste  of  hea- 
venly happiness  ?  Has  He  enabled  you  by  His 
grace  to  prove  this  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in  your 
heart,  by  a  heavenly  temper  and  a  godly  life  ?  For, 
we  repeat,  that  religion  is  not  merely  scriptural 
truth  and  knowledge  in  the  head  ;  but  divine  life 
and  grace  in  the  heart ;  and  where  divine  life  and 
grace  are  in  the  heart,  the  affections  will  be  in  hea- 
ven, and  the  conduct  will  be  in  holiness  !  Do  you, 
then,  live  in  universal  holiness,  and  place  your  affec- 
tions on  things  above  ?  Do  you  delight  in  the  wor- 
ship of  God,  and  in  doing  good  to  men  ?  Then, 
happy  are  you,  my  brethren ;  for  God  has  built  you 
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on  Christ,  given  you  the  earnest  of  the  Spirit,  and 
sealed  you  to  the  day  of  redemption.  But,  unhappy 
are  you,  who  are  ignorant  of  these  things ;  for  you 
have  neither  meetness  for  heaven,  nor  hope  of  glory. 
You  are  not  built  on  Christ ;  you  are  not  sanctified 
by  the  Spirit ;  you  have  not  the  earnest  of  heaven 
in  your  heart;  you  are  not  sealed  to  the  day  of 
redemption.  You  live  in  sin ;  you  love  the  world ; 
you  mingle  with  the  ungodly  ;  you  neglect  the  sup- 
per of  the  Lord.  You  are  not  ready  for  death ;  nor 
prepared  for  judgment !  But,  you  may  die  any 
moment.  And  if  you  die  in  your  present  state,  you 
will  perish  for  ever.  But,  why  you  will  die  ?  O  that 
ye  would  cease  to  do  evil,  and  learn  to  do  well !  O 
that  ye  would  come  out  of  the  world,  and  return  to 
God  by  Christ  Jesus  !  O  that  ye  would  begin  to 
search  the  Scriptures,  and  to  pray  for  the  Spirit 
to  understand  them  !  "  0  let  the  wicked  forsake 
his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts  ;  let 
him  return  to  the  Lord,  and  He  will  have  mercy  upon 
him  ;  and  to  our  God,  for  He  will  abundantly 
pardon  !" 

3.  But,  finally,  ye  children  of  God,  rejoice  in 
Christ  your  Saviour ! 

Though  no  better  than  others,  God,  of  His  sove- 
reign mercy,  took  you  out  of  the  quarry  of  human 
corruption,  where  all  mankind  lay  dead  in  sin, 
formed  you  into  living  stones  for  His  spiritual  tem- 
ple, and  built  you  on  Christ  the  only  foundation  ! 
He  anointed  you  with  His  Spirit,  enlightening  your 
mind,  renewing  your  heart,  sanctifying  your  life  : 
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He  sealed  you  with  His  Spirit,  marking  you  for  His 
own  people,  and  assuring  you  of  His  great  salvation  : 
He  gave  the  earnest  of  the  Spirit  in  your  heart,  as  a 
proof  of  His  unfailing  love,  and  as  a  pledge  of  His 
eternal  favour  !  Consider,  my  beloved  brethren, 
how  great  things  God  has  already  done  for  you ;  and 
consider  what  greater  things  He  will  do  for  you 
hereafter.  He,  who  has  anointed  you  with  his  Spirit 
on  earth,  will  crown  you  with  life  in  heaven.  He, 
who  has  already  given  you  the  earnest  of  grace,  will 
hereafter  give  you  the  fulness  of  glory.  Be,  then, 
thankful,  holy,  zealous.  "  Look  well  to  yourselves 
that  ye  lose  not  what  ye  have  gained  ;  but  strive  to 
receive  a  full  reward."  "  Hold  fast  that  which  ye 
have,  that  no  man  take  your  crown  !" 
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SERMON   XVIII. 

THE  EPISTLES  OF  CHRIST. 

2  COR.  iii.  2,  3. 

Ye  are  our  Epistle,  written  m  our  hearts,  known  and 
read  of  all  men.  Forasmuch  as  ye  are  manifestly 
declared  to  be  the  Epistle  of  Christ  ministered  by 
us,  written  not  with  ink,  but  with  the  Spirit  of  the 
living  God,  not  on  tables  of  stone,  but  in  fleshly 
tables  of  the  heart. 

ST.  PAUL  has  just  been  speaking  of  his  sincerity 
and  success  in  preaching  the  Gospel.  "  Thanks  be 
unto  God,  who  always  causeth  us  to  triumph  in 
Christ,  and  maketh  manifest  the  savour  of  His  know- 
ledge by  us  in  every  place."  "  For  we  are  not  as 
many,  who  corrupt  the  word  of  God,  but  as  of  since- 
rity; but  as  of  God,  in  the  sight  of  God,  speak  we  of 
Christ."  This  language  might  seem  to  some  persons 
like  boasting ;  St.  Paul,  therefore,  corrects  himself, 
and  inquires,  "  Do  we  begin  to  commend  our- 
selves, or  need  we,  as  some  others,  epistles  of  com- 
mendation to  you,  or  epistles  of  commendation 
from  you  ?"  No.  We  have  already  all  the  epistles 
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which  we  desire  or  need.  For  "  ye  are  our  epistle, 
written  in  our  hearts,  known  and  read  of  all  men. 
Forasmuch  as  ye  are  manifestly  declared  to  be  the 
epistle  of  Christ,  ministered  by  us,  written  not  with 
ink,  but  with  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  not  in 
tables  of  stone,  but  in  fleshly  tables  of  the  heart." 

The  apostle  here  speaks  of  a  Letter,  or  Epistle, 
"  Our  Epistle  ;"  and  "  the  Epistle  of  Christ:' 

Let  us.  first,  investigate  the  meaning  ;  and,  2ndly, 
examine  the  writing  of  this  Epistle. 

I.    THE  MEANING  OF  THIS  EPISTLE. 

"  Ye  are  our  Epistle,  written  in  our  hearts,  known 
and  read  of  all  men, — manifestly  declared  to  be  the 
Epistle  of  Christ." 

Let  us  investigate, 

1.  Its  nature. 

11  Ye  are  our  Epistle ;" — ye  are  our  letter  of  re- 
commendation. The  apostle  here  alludes  to  some- 
thing which  was  well  known  at  Corinth,  but  was  only 
implied  in  our  text; — to  something  which  had  the  na- 
ture and  produced  the  effect  of  an  epistle  or  letter  of 
recommendation  ;  a  letter,  written  in  characters  so 
large  and  bright,  that  all  who  saw  could  read  it ; 
expressed  in  language  so  plain  and  easy,  that  all  who 
read  could  understand  it.  To  what,  then,  does  the 
apostle  allude  ?  He  alludes  to  the  wonderful  con- 
version, and  to  the  subsequent  conduct,  of  the  Co- 
rinthians. They  had  been  turned  from  the  power  of 
Satan  to  the  love  of  God  ;  from  the  darkest  commis- 
sion of  sin  to  the  brightest  practice  of  holiness ; 
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from  the  filthiest  pleasures  of  the  world  to  the  purest 
joys  of  heaven.  The  apostle  calls  this  conversion 
and  conduct  of  the  Corinthians  an  Epistle,  or  letter 
of  commendation  ;  and  this  conversion  and  conduct 
of  the  Corinthians  were,  indeed,  a  letter  of  commen- 
dation, not  merely  of  the  apostle,  but  chiefly  of  the 
Gospel,  which  the  apostle  preached.  For  the  holy 
conduct  of  his  people  is  the  minister's  commenda- 
tion. The  conversion  of  his  people  is  the  minister's 
joy :  "  Ye  are  our  Epistle  written  in  our  heart.'' 
"  The  people's  practice  is  the  preacher's  praise."  "  Ye 
are  our  Epistle — known  and  read  of  all  men."  The 
conversion  and  conduct  of  the  Corinthians  were,  we 
repeat,  the  Epistle  of  our  apostle  ;  and  this  is  the  key 
of  our  text. 

"  Neither  fornicators,  nor  idolaters,  nor  adulterers, 
nor  effeminate,  nor  abusers  of  themselves  with  mankind, 
nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunkards,  nor  revilers, 
nor  extortioners,  nor  liars,  shall  inherit  the  kingdom 
of  God.  And  such,  O  ye  Corinthians,  such  were 
some  of  you ;  BUT  YE  ARE  WASHED,  BUT  YE  ARE  SANC- 
TIFIED, BUT  YE  ARE  JUSTIFIED  IN  THE  NAME  OF 

THE  LORD  JESUS,  AND  BY  THE  SPIRIT  OF  OUR  GOD." 
(1  Cor.  vi.  9,  10,  11.) 

The  Corinthians  had  been  most  flagitious  sinners, 
detestably,  unutterably  unclean  :  they  had  been  ido- 
latrous, unjust,  extortionate,  dishonest,  covetous, 
drunken,  reviling,  contentious.  But  the  unclean  had 
become  chaste  ;  the  filthy  had  become  pure ;  the 
thief  had  become  honest;  the  covetous  had  become 
liberal ;  the  extortionate  had  become  conscientious  ; 
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the  drunkard  had  become  sober;  the  reviler  had 
become  meek ;  the  contentious  had  become  peace- 
able ;  the  liar  had  become  true ;  the  idolater  had 
become  active  and  bold  for  the  worship  and  glory 
of  the  one  true  God.  A  great  and  visible  change 
had  taken  place  in  their  temper  and  conduct;  a 
change  which  all  could  see,  and  all  might  under- 
stand. "  They  had  ceased  to  do  evil,  and  learnt 
to  do  well."  They  had  "  cast  away  the  works  of 
darkness,  and  had  put  on  the  armour  of  light."  They 
had  been  the  wilful  and  miserable  children  of  wrath  ; 
they  were  become  the  willing  and  happy  children 
of  grace.  They  had  been  the  bond-slaves  of  the 
devil ;  they  were  become  the  freemen  of  Jesus 
Christ.  They  had  been  the  greedy  drudges  of  ini- 
quity ;  they  were  become  zealous  workers  of  righ- 
teousness. They  had  been  turned  from  the  broad 
way  of  sin  and  hell,  and  were  now  treading  in  the 
narrow  path  of  holiness  and  heaven.  Their  former 
abominable  sins,  their  remarkable  conversion  to 
God,  and  their  present  holy  conduct,  were  well 
known ;  and  thus  these  converted  Corinthians  be- 
came an  Epistle  of  Christ,  which,  we  repeat,  all  might 
read  and  understand.  Such  is  the  nature  of  this 
Epistk.  Let  us  consider, 

2.  Its  legibility. 

"  Ye  are  our  Epistle — known  and  read  of  all 
men." 

The  Corinthians  had  been  converted  by  the  Spirit 
of  God ;  and  the  effects  of  their  conversion  in- 
stantly appeared.  Holy  obedience  was  stamped  on 
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all  their  conduct,  and  it  was  legible  in  all  their 
actions.  Their  Christian  life  was  seen,  and  known, 
and  read  of  all  men. 

There  have  been  men  so  absurd  and  unjust,  that 
they  would  not  teach  the  poor  to  read,  lest,  as 
they  said,  the  poor  should  read  what  was  evil  and 
injurious.  But  there  is  one  sort  of  book|  which  you 
cannot  hinder  them  from  reading,  or  one  kind  of 
reading  from  which  you  cannot  prevent  them  ;  you 
cannot  prevent  them  from  reading  the  lives  and  ac- 
tions of  men.  The  most  poor  and  illiterate  of 
mankind,  though  he  cannot  distinguish  the  letters  of 
the  alphabet,  can  yet  easily  read  the  different  con- 
duct of  the  wicked  and  righteous.  A  wicked,  or  a 
holy  life,  is  a  lesson  which  all  can  read.  Who  could 
not  read  the  conduct  of  the  Corinthians  before  their 
conversion,  when  they  were  "  idolatrous,  unjust,  ex- 
tortionate, dishonest,  covetous,  drunken,  reviling, 
contentious,  unclean  ?"  Who  could  not  read  the  con- 
duct of  the  same  Corinthians  after  their  conversion, 
when  the  unclean  had  become  chaste ;  the  filthy, 
pure  ;  the  thief,  honest ;  the  covetous,  liberal ;  the 
extortionate,  conscientious ;  the  drunken,  sober ; 
the  reviler,  meek  ;  the  contentious,  peaceable ;  the 
liar,  true ;  and  the  idolatrous,  bold  for  the  worship  of 
the  true  God  ?  Who  cannot  read  the  conduct  of  true 
Christians  ?  For  they  are  set  on  a  hill.  They  are 
the  lights  of  the  world ;  they  cannot  be  hid,  they 
must  be  seen.  They  are  "  known  and  read  of  all 
men."  For  Christians  are  in  Christ  by  faith  ;  and  in 
Christ  they  live,  and  walk,  and  shine  before  men. 
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Their  conduct,  written  in  bright  characters  of  righ- 
teousness, shines  on  all  around.  "  They  live  soberly, 
righteously,  and  godly  ;"  "  They  do  justly,  they  love 
mercy,  they  walk  humbly  with  their  God." 

Such  is  the  legibility  of  this  JZpistle. 

Let  us  now  consider, 

3.  Its  excellency. 

They  are  "  manifest,  as  the  epistle  of  Christ." 

They  were  made  manifest  to  the  world,  as  copies 
of  the  example  of  Christ.  The  image  of  Christ  was 
not  only  formed  in  their  hearts,  but  expressed  in 
their  lives.  It  was  manifest  from  their  Christian 
conduct,  that  "  they  had  been  with  Christ ;"  that 
"  they  had  learned  Christ ;"  that  "  they  had  put  on 
Christ ;"  that  "  they  lived  and  walked  in  Christ." 

Christ  was  meek  and  lowly  in  heart:  He  was 
patient  and  gentle  in  spirit :  He  was  merciful  and 
forgiving  to  men  :  He  was  submissive  and  thankful 
to  God.  The  same  mind  is  in  Christians,  which  was 
in  Christ.  They  have  learnt  of  Him  to  be  meek  and 
lowly  in  heart ;  to  be  patient  and  gentle  in  spirit ; 
to  be  merciful  and  forgiving  to  men ;  to  be,  in  all 
things,  submissive  and  thankful  to  God.  In  temper, 
Christians  are  JSpistles  of  Christ. 

"  Never  man  spake  like  Christ !"  In  ever  gra- 
cious words,  He  ever  spake  of  heavenly  things.  He 
spake  truth,  reproved  sin,  recommended  holiness. 
Christians  have  learnt  of  Christ  to  speak  of  heavenly 
things,  and  their  conversation  ministers  grace  to 
their  hearers.  They  speak  truth  ;  they  confess 
Christ ;  they  reprove  sin ;  they  recommend  holiness. 
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But,  in  speaking  truth,  in  confessing  Christ,  in  re- 
proving sin,  and  in  recommending  holiness,  they 
would  ever  speak  in  a  spirit  of  prayer,  humility,  and 
charity.  In  conversation,  Christians  are  Epistles  of 
Christ. 

Again : 

Christ  did  no  sin  ;  neither  was  guile  found  in  His 
mouth.  He  was  holy,  harmless,  separate  from  sin- 
ners. Christians  are  separate  from  sinners ;  they 
come  out  of  the  world ;  they  live  in  holiness.  Christ 
prayed  in  private ;  He  prayed  with  His  disciples ; 
He  prayed  in  the  temple.  Christians  pray  in  secret ; 
they  pray  in  their  families ;  they  pray  in  the  house 
of  God.  Christ  delighted  in  the  word  of  God ;  He 
celebrated  the  Jewish  passover  ;  He  went  about 
doing  good  to  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men.  Chris- 
tians search  the  Scriptures  ;  they  remember  the 
death  of  Christ  at  His  table,  and  labour  to  promote 
the  present  and  future  welfare  of  mankind.  Christ 
returned  not  reviling  for  reviling,  but  good  for  evil. 
He  died  for  His  enemies;  He  prayed  for  His  mur- 
derers. Christians  are  not  overcome  with  evil ;  but, 
like  their  Lord,  returning  blessing  for  cursing, 
prayer  for  persecution,  and  kindness  for  hatred,  they 
evermore  strive  to  overcome  evil  with  good.  In 
conduct,  Christians  are  Epistles  of  Christ. 

Christianity  is  legible  in  their  temper,  in  their 
conversation,  and  in  their  conduct ;  so  that  in  tem- 
per, and  conversation,  and  conduct,  they  are  "  the 
Epistles  of  Christ,  known  and  read  of  all  men." 

Having  noticed  the  MEANING  of  this  Epistle,  its 
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nature,  its  legibility,  and  its  excellency,  we  proceed, 
as  we  promised,  to  examine, 

II.  THE  WRITING  OF  THIS  EPISTLE. 

It  is  "  an  Epistle  ministered  by  us,  yet  written  not 
with  ink,  but  with  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God ;  not 
on  tables  of  stone,  but  in  fleshly  tables  of  the  heart" 

We  may  here  notice, 

1.  The  instrument,  by  which  this  Epistle  was 
written ; — it  was  by  the  preaching  or  ministry  of  the 
Gospel,  "  The  Epistle  ministered  by  us." 

(1.)  The  preacher  was  St.  Paul.  He  was  sent  by 
the  Spirit  of  God  to  preach  at  Corinth ;  and  at 
Corinth,  he  preached  in  a  house  hard  by  the  Jewish 
synagogue,  and  not  only  the  ruler  of  the  synagogue 
believed  on  the  Lord  with  all  his  house,  but  many 
of  the  Corinthians,  having  heard  the  preaching  of  St. 
Paul,  believed,  and  were  baptized.  "  Then  the 
Lord  spake  to  Paul  by  a  vision  in  the  night,  I  am 
with  thee ;  and  no  man  shall  set  on  thee  to  hurt 
thee,  be  not  afraid,  but  speak,  and  hold  not  thy 
peace ;  for  I  have  much  people  in  this  city."  (Acts 
xviii.  1 — 11.)  By  the  ministry  of  St.  Paul,  the 
Corinthians,  who  had  been  an  Epistle  of  Satan,  be- 
came an  Epistle  of  Christ ;  "  ye  are  an  Epistle  of 
Christ  ministered  by  us" 

(2.)  But,  what  did  Paul  minister  ?  what  did  he 
preach  ?  He  preached  the  Gospel.  "  Christ,"  writes 
Paul  to  the  Corinthians,  u  Christ  sent  me  to  you,  not 
to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  Gospel ;  and  it  pleased 
God,  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  to  save  them 

VOL.  II.  S 


258  THE    EPISTLES    OF    CHRIST. 

that  believe ;  for  the  preaching  of  the  cross  is  to 
them  that  perish,  foolishness ;  but  to  us  who  believe, 
it  is  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of  God." 
"We,  therefore,  preach  the  Gospel;"  "we  preach 
the  cross  of  Christ ;"  "  we  preach  Christ  crucified." 
"  Christ  crucified"  is  the  Hope  of  sinners,  the  con- 
solation of  saints,  the  triumph  of  apostles,  the  victory 
of  martyrs,  the  study  of  angels,  the  glory  of  heaven, 
and  the  wonder  of  eternity ;  no  marvel,  therefore,  if 
St.  Paul  "determined  to  know  nothing,  to  preach 
nothing,  to  glory  in  nothing,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and 
Him  crucified  !"  It  was  by  the  preaching  of  Christ 
crucified,  that  the  Corinthians  were  made  "  an 
epistle  of  Christ." 

(3.)  God,  in  His  manifold  wisdom,  can  employ 
various  means  for  the  conversion  of  souls ;  but  it  is 
chiefly  by  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  that  souls  are 
converted  to  God.  The  preaching  of  this  gospel  by  St. 
Paul  was  wonderfully  effective  at  Corinth.  In  this 
most  flagitious  city,  multitudes  of  Corinthians  were, 
by  the  ministry  of  St.  Paul,  converted  to  God  ;  and 
being  converted  to  God,  they  became  "  Epistles  of 
Christ,  known  and  read  of  all  men."  If  men  are  to 
be  drawn  to  Christ  crucified,  Christ  crucified  must 
be  elevated  in  their  sight.  If  sinners  are  to  be 
turned  from  Satan,  from  sin,  and  from  the  world, 
to  God,  to  holiness,  and  to  heaven,  it  must  be 
by  the  preaching  of  Christ  crucified  !  This  is  the 
doctrine  which  God  has  promised  to  bless,  and 
which  He  has  hitherto  blessed  ;  this  is  the  doctrine 
which  He  now  blesses,  and  which  He  will  not 
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fail  to  bless,  till  all,  whom  His  blood  redeems,  and 
His  Spirit  sanctifies,  are  saved  and  crowned  in 
heaven. 

We  may  further  notice, 

2.  The  agent,  by  whom  this  Epistle  was  written. 
It  was  "  written,  not  with  ink,  but  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  living  God." 

By  the  writing  of  the  Spirit,  the  Corinthians  had 
become  an  Epistle  of  Christ.  Their  blackest  sins 
had  been  washed  away  in  the  blood  of  Jesus,  and 
their  vilest  conduct  had  been  made  holy  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.  "  They  were  washed,  they  were 
justified,  and  they  were  sanctified,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God."  The 
eternal  Spirit,  who,  at  creation,  moved  on  the  dark 
face  of  chaos,  and  formed  it  into  a  beautiful  world, 
can  alone  move  on  the  darker  chaos  of  the  soul,  and 
form  in  it  the  image  of  Christ.  The  Spirit  of  God 
in  the  new  birth  or  regeneration  of  men,  pours 
divine  light  into  their  minds,  and  imparts  spiritual 
life  to  their  souls,  and  then  they  live  in  holiness 
unto  God.  For  true  Christians  "  are  born  again  ;" 

o  ' 

"  they  are  born  of  God ;"  "  they  are  born  of  the 
Spirit."  They  are  taught  and  quickened, — they  are 
sanctified  and  comforted  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord. 
They  thus  become  "  the  Epistles  of  Christ,  written 
not  with  ink,  but  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God." 
There  are,  indeed,  epistles  of  Christ  written  not  by 
the  Spirit,  but  only  with  ink :  there  are  professors 
of  Christianity,  whose  profession  is  only  a  mortal 
writing,  or  a  human  work.  For,  we  may  pray  to 

s  2 
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God,  and  search  the  Scriptures, — we  may  attend  the 
house  of  God,  and  kneel  at  the  table  of  the  Lord, — 
we  may  hear  the  Gospel  gladly,  and  do  many  com- 
mendable things, — we  may  thus  obtain  a  name  that 
we  live,  and  all  the  while  be  dead  in  the  sight  of  the 
Lord.  For,  true  Christianity  is  not  a  dead  form, 
but  a  living  power, — not  a  moral  reformation,  but  a 
"  spiritual  regeneration," — not  a  human  work,  but  a 
divine  creation ;  and  true  Christians  are  not  self- 
righteous  formalists,  but  "  new  creatures  in  Christ 
Jesus."  "  They  are  the  Epistles  of  Christ,  written 
not  with  ink,  but  with  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God ; 
not  on  tables  of  stone,  but  in  the  fleshly  tables  of  the 
heart." 

For,  we  may  finally  notice, 

3.  The  tables  on  which  this  epistle  was  written. 
It  was  "  written  not  on  tables  of  stone,  but  on  the 
fleshly  tables  of  the  heart." 

Here  is  a  manifest  allusion  to  the  moral  law, 
which  was  written  on  tables  of  stone  by  the  finger 
of  God.  In  its  origin  and  manifestation  it  was 
divine  ;  in  its  nature  and  effects  it  is  holy,  just,  and 
good.  The  characters  in  which  it  was  written  were 
distinct  and  beautiful;  but  the  stone  on  which  it  was 
inscribed,  was  hard,  and  cold,  and  dead.  But  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,  "  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,"  is 
written,  not  "  on  tables  of  stone,  but  on  the  fleshly 
tables  of  the  heart," — a  heart,  which  the  Holy  Spirit 
creates  anew,  and  to  which  He  communicates 
warmth,  and  feeling,  and  life.  For  "  the  Spirit  of 
the  living  God  takes  away  the  stony  out  of  the 
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heart,  and  gives  a  heart  of  flesh ;  and  then  on 
the  fleshly  tables  of  this  heart  He  writes  the  laws 
of  God,  and  in  it  forms  the  image  of  Christ. 
When  the  laws  of  God  are  written  in  the  heart, 
they  will  be  loved  and  obeyed ;  and  when  the 
image  of  Christ  is  formed  in  our  minds,  the  ex- 
ample of  Christ  will  be  copied  in  our  lives;  we 
shall  then  be  "  epistles  of  Christ  known  and  read 
of  all  men." 

"  Epistles  of  Christ,  written  in  fleshly  tables  of 
the  heart."  This  language  intimates  the  feeling  and 
the  fervor,  and  the  life  of  Christians;  it  intimates 
their  sincerity,  their  affection,  and  their  tenderness  ; 
it  intimates  the  sincerity  of  their  profession,  the 
constancy  of  their  affection,  and  the  tenderness  of 
their  consciences. 

We  may  know  the  strictness  and  demands  of  the 
law  of  God,  but  we  shall  not  love  it  and  keep  it 
until  it  is  written  by  God  in  our  hearts.  We  may 
know  all  the  facts  and  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  but  we  shall  not  be  Christians,  until  Christ 
by  the  Spirit  is  formed  in  our  hearts  and  copied  in 
our  lives.  For  neither  gifts,  though  we  had  the  gift 
of  prophecy  ;  nor  miracles,  though  we  could  move 
mountains ;  nor  wisdom,  though  we  could  under- 
stand mysteries;  nor  eloquence,  though  we  could 
speak  with  the  tongues  of  angels,  will  avail  to 
our  salvation,  unless,  through  the  writing  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  on  the  fleshly  tables  of  our  hearts, 
we  become  "  the  epistles  of  Christ  known  and  read 
of  all  men." 
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But,  in  conclusion : 

1.  This  subject  teaches  that  Christianity  is  not  a 
mere  form,   nor  a  name,  nor  a  profession ;  but  a 
power,  a  reality,  a  life. 

The  Christian  is  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus, 
and  lives  a  new  life  to  the  advantage  of  man,  and  to 
the  glory  of  God.  It  teaches  that  Christianity  is 
not  produced  by  human  power,  but  by  divine  agency. 
The  Christian  is  an  epistle  of  Christ,  written  not 
with  ink,  but  with  grace,  not  by  the  finger  of  man, 
but  by  the  Spirit  of  God ;  not  on  perishable  tables 
of  stone,  but  on  the  imperishable  tablets  of  the  soul. 
It  teaches  that  Christianity  is  visible  goodness,  legible 
holiness,  practical  and  active  godliness.  The  Chris- 
tian, having,  like  the  Corinthians,  been  converted  to 
God,  having  been  washed,  and  justified,  and  sancti- 
fied, in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the 
power  of  His  Spirit ;  the  Christian  is  become  an 
epistle  of  Christ,  known  and  read  of  all  men. 
Christ  has,  by  the  Spirit,  been  formed  in  his  heart, 
and  he  has,  through  the  Spirit,  put  on  Christ.  He 
is  made  like  to  Christ.  He  breathes  the  temper  of 
Christ.  He  speaks  the  words  of  Christ.  He  copies 
the  example  of  Christ.  With  Christ  he  is  crucified 
to  sin  and  to  the  world  ;  with  Christ  he  is  risen  to 
holiness  and  righteousness  of  life ;  with  Christ  in 
heart  and  mind,  he  continually  ascends  to  his  Father 
and  God  in  heaven.  Thus,  we  repeat,  is  "  the 
Christian  become  an  epistle  of  Christ,  known  and 
read  of  all  men." 

2.  May  we  now  solemnly  inquire,  whether  you, 
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brethren,  like  the  Corinthians,  have  been  converted 
to  God,  and  become  the  epistles  of  Christ  ? 

Has  the  Holy  Spirit  written  the  laws,  and  formed 
the  image  of  Christ  in  your  hearts  ?  Have  you 
been  renewed  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ  ?  Have  you 
put  on  Christ  ?  Do  you  walk  in  Christ  ?  Do  you 
imitate  Christ  ?  Do  you  live  to  Christ  ?  Are  you 
thus  become  epistles  of  Christ,  known  and  read  of 
all  men  ? 

If  God  has  written  His  laws  in  your  minds, 
you  will  obey  His  laws  in  your  conduct;  if  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  formed  the  image  of  Christ  in  your 
hearts,  you  will  follow  the  example  of  Christ  in 
your  lives.  Ye  will  be  the  epistles  of  Christ.  But 
as  Christians  are  the  epistle  of  Christ,  so  sinners,  the 
openly  wicked,  are  the  epistle  of  the  devil.  Who 
cannot  read  the  life  of  a  wicked  man  ?  Who 
cannot  read  the  sabbath-breaker,  the  swearer,  the 
liar,  the  neglecter  of  divine  worship,  the  open 
despiser  of  religion  ?  Who  cannot  read  such  men ; 
and  who  will  deny  that  such  men  are  epistles  of 
Satan  ? 

Let  now,  every  one  among  you,  make  the  in- 
quiry in  the  silent  chamber  of  his  own  breast : 
Has  the  Spirit  of  God  written  the  image  of 
Christ  in  my  heart  ?  Is  it  manifest  to  all  around 
me,  that  Christ  is  in  all  my  temper  and  con- 
duct ?  Am  I  an  epistle  of  Christ,  known  and  read 
of  all  men  1 

3.  Conscious  that  the  image  of  Christ  is  not 
formed  in  your  heart,  nor  His  example  copied  in 
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your  life,  do  any  of  you  secretly  ask,  "  How  can 
we  become  the  epistles  of  Christ  ?" 

We  answer — you  can  become  the  epistles  of  Christ 
only  through  the  ministry  of  the  Word,  and  by  the 
influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  The  word  of  God 
is  ever  nigh  you  ;  and  the  Spirit  of  God  ever  waits 
to  be  gracious  to  you ;  He  ever  waits  for  your 
prayers.  Pray,  then,  for  the  Spirit  of  God  to  teach 
and  to  renew  you ;  and  while  you  read  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  attend  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  the 
Holy  Spirit  will  take  the  dark  out  of  your  mind, 
and  the  stony  out  of  your  heart ;  He  will  give  you  a 
mind  of  light  and  a  heart  of  flesh  ;  in  this  mind  He 
will  write  the  laws  of  God,  in  this  heart  He  will 
form  the  image  of  the  Redeemer,  and  make  you  the 
epistles  of  Christ. 

Finally : 

4.  Believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 

How  divine  as  Christians  is  your  origin!  "  Ye  are 
the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God."  How 
exalted  as  Christians  is  your  character !  "Ye  are 
the  epistles  of  Christ;"  the  followers  and  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  Redeemer  of  the  world.  How 
important  is  your  duty!  It  is  your  duty  in  all  your 
temper,  and  conversation,  and  conduct,  to  show 
Christ  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  instruction  of 
mankind.  How  great  will  be  your  reward!  The 
Spirit  of  God,  who  has  written  the  image  of  Christ 
on  the  fleshly  tables  of  your  hearts,  has  also  written 
your  names  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life.  And  the 
same  Spirit  who  has  made  you,  as  epistles  of  Christ, 
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to  be  known  and  read  of  men  on  earth  for  a  while, 
will  bring  you  soon  to  the  heaven  of  heavens,  where 
you  will,  as  the  saints  of  God,  be  known  and  read 
by  angels  for  ever  and  ever. 
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SERMON  XIX. 

THE    PRESENT    CONDITION    AND    FUTURE 
REWARD  OF  CHRISTIANS. 

2  COR.  iv.  17. 

For  our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment, 
worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory. 

THE  text  is  one  of  the  most  vigorous  passages  in 
the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  and  very  far  excels  all  the 
expressions  of  heathen  poets  and  orators.  It  is  so 
wonderfully  emphatical,  that  it  cannot  be  conceived 
by  any  mind,  nor  expressed  by  any  language.  It 
is  in  force  and  eloquence  unrivalled,  and  inapproach- 
able. It  shows  that  all  language  falls  so  short  of 
describing  the  bliss  of  heaven,  that  after  employing 
hyperbole  upon  hyperbole,  you  will  still  be  infinitely 
below  an  eternal  weight  of  glory.  This  glory  ex- 
ceedingly exceeds  the  conception  or  expression  of 
men  and  angels.  "  Our  light  affliction,  which  is 
but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  exceed- 
ing and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 

From  these  words  we  may  contemplate, 
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The  present  condition,  and  the  future  reward  of 
Chiistians. 
We  are  to  contemplate, 

I.    THE  PRESENT  CONDITION  OF  CHRISTIANS. 

It  is  a  condition  of  affliction.  "  Our  light  afflic- 
tion is  but  for  a  moment." 

1.  Christians,  like  other  men,  are  liable  to  "  suffer 
in  body,  mind,  and  estate ;"  for  "  man  is  born  to 
trouble  as  the  sparks  fly  upwards."  But  apart 
from  afflictions  common  to  all  men,  Christians 
have  afflictions  peculiar  to  themselves ;  they  have 
peculiar  afflictions  "  in  their  conflict  with  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil."  The  flesh  never 
ceases  to  grieve,  nor  the  devil  to  tempt,  nor  the 
world  to  persecute  them.  They  cannot  pass  as  pil- 
grims through  this  earthly  wilderness  to  the  heavenly 
Canaan,  without  crossing  the  deep  streams  of  afflic- 
tion. The  people  of  God  in  every  age  are  an 
afflicted  and  a  praying  people;  "  I  will  leave,"  saith 
the  Lord,  "  in  the  midst  of  thee  a  poor  and  afflicted 
people,  and  they  shall  call  on  the  name  of  the 
Lord."  But,  affliction  is  not  sent  to  Christians 
without  design,  nor  continued  without  measure ;  for, 
if  it  were  not  necessary,  it  would  not  be  sent ;  if  it 
were  not  profitable,  it  would  not  be  continued ;  divine 
wisdom  ordains  it ;  divine  love  directs  it ;  divine 
grace  sanctifies  it.  "  Whom  the  Lord  loveth  He 
correcteth ;  and  chastiseth  every  son  whom  He  re- 
ceiveth."  Affliction  is  the  medicine  of  the  soul, 
the  school  of  piety,  the  teacher  of  righteousness. 
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"  It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted,  that  I 
might  learn  thy  statutes."  Affliction  begets  reflec- 
tion and  proves  faith;  it  excites  prayer  and  promotes 
holiness.  "  Before  I  was  afflicted,  I  went  astray ; 
but  now  have  I  kept  thy  word."  Affliction  causes 
Christians  to  distrust  themselves,  and  to  trust  in 
God ;  it  turns  their  affections  from  the  world,  and 
fixes  their  hearts  on  heaven.  "  In  their  affliction," 
saith  the  Lord,  "  they  will  seek  Me  early."  "  For  I 
know,  0  Lord,  that  thy  judgments  are  right,  and 
that  thou  in  faithfulness  hast  afflicted  me."  But, 
Lord,  when  will  my  heart  be  delivered  from  all 
earthly  sorrows,  and  my  soul  find  perfect  rest  with 
thee  ? 

Thus  Christians  are  afflicted  ;  but, 

2.    Their  affliction  is  light ;  "  our  light  affliction." 

(1.)  Our  affliction  is  light  compared  with  our  desert. 

Were  we  bereft  of  every  sympathy  of  friendship, 
of  every  sort  of  property,  and  of  every  morsel  of 
bread ;  yet,  as  we  have  no  claim  to  these  mercies, 
we  have  not,  when  deprived  of  them,  any  reason 
to  repine.  Were  our  bodies  racked  with  every 
kind  of  pain,  and  our  minds  troubled  with  every 
kind  of  distress ;  were  our  persecutors  to  cast  us 
into  prison,  and  our  enemies  to  triumph  in  our 
misery;  yet  while  life  is  spared,  we  have  no  ground 
to  complain.  For,  "  why  should  a  living  man  com- 
plain, a  man  for  the  punishment  of  his  sins  ?"  As 
sinners  we  deserve  not  only  temporal,  but  eternal 
punishment.  "  For  the  soul  that  sinneth  shall  die." 
"  The  wages  of  sin  is  death."  Is  not,  therefore, 
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any  temporal  affliction  light  compared  with  our 
desert ;  compared  with  death  eternal ;  compared 
with  punishment  in  that  place,  "  where  the  worm 
dieth  not,  and  where  the  fire  is  not  quenched  ?" 

Again  : 

(2.)  Our  affliction  is  light  compared  with  the 
affliction  of  our  Lord. 

The  sins  of  the  world  oppressed  Him ;  the  powers 
of  darkness  assailed  Him ;  the  wrath  of  God  ter- 
rified Him.  He  was  greatly  amazed,  exceedingly 
sorrowful — sorrowful  even  unto  death.  "  Being  in 
an  agony,  He  prayed  more  earnestly,  and  His  sweat 
was  as  great  drops  of  blood  falling  to  the  ground." 
Forsaken  by  every  friend,  and  abandoned  to  every 
enemy,  He  was  betrayed  and  bound, — mocked  and 
reviled, — beaten  and  bruised, — crowned  with  thorns 
and  torn  with  scourges  :  pierced,  nailed  to  the  cross, 
and  crucified  between  two  thieves,  a  spectacle 
to  angels  and  to  men.  Oh !  how  trifling  are  our 
afflictions,  compared  with  the  afflictions  of  our 
Lord  !  Suffer  whatever  we  may,  we  suffer  justly, 
for  we  have  sinned ;  but  the  Son  of  God  suffered 
unjustly,  for  He  sinned  not ;  He  suffered  in  our 
place  and  for  our  sins.  Light  is  our  cross,  what- 
ever our  cross  may  be,  compared  with  that  cross, 
which  for  us  our  Redeemer  bore.  And,  if  we 
rightly  remember  His  affliction  for  us,  we  shall 
almost  forget  our  own. 

Christians  are  afflicted,  but 

3.  Their  affliction  is  short :  "  Our  affliction  is  but 
for  a  moment. 
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(1.)  Our  affliction  is  short  compared  with  the 
affliction  of  our  Lord. 

tJU  «/ 

He  was  emphatically  a  man  of  sorrows.  His  whole 
life  was  affliction ;  it  began  in  the  manger  and  ended 
on  the  cross.  But  our  cup  is  not  all  bitterness; 
nor  our  life  all  sorrow ;  nor  our  day  all  dark- 
ness. Some  light  brightens  our  darkest  day  ;  some 
mercy  mingles  in  our  bitterest  cup ;  some  gladness 
cheers  our  saddest  hours.  "  Our  sorrow  may  endure 
for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning."  But 
the  cup  of  Christ  was  all  bitterness ;  His  day  all 
darkness ;  His  life  all  sorrow. 

Again  : 

(2.)  Our  affliction  is  short  compared  with  eternal 
affliction. 

When  placed  against  eternity,  the  whole  of  human 
life  is  less  than  a  moment.  What,  then,  are  the 
longest  afflictions  of  time  to  the  ceaseless  afflictions 
of  eternity  ?  Were  our  life  equal  to  the  whole 
course  of  time,  and  were  the  whole  course  of  time 
one  continued  stream  of  affliction,  yet  would  this 
affliction  be  short,  or  only  for  a  moment,  compared 
with  that  affliction  which  our  sins  deserve ; — that 
affliction,  which  is  intolerable,  incessant,  everlasting. 

The  state  of  Christians  is  a  state  of  affliction ;  but, 
whatever  be  their  sufferings,  they  should  in  patience 
possess  their  souls.  They  should  never  say  to  God, 
"  Why  dost  Thou  afflict  me  thus  ?"  but  ever  cry,  "  It 
is  the  Lord  ;  let  Him  do  what  seemeth  Him  good  !" 
My  afflictions  are  nothing  to  the  unutterable  afflic- 
tions which  Christ  for  me  endured  ;  nor  to  the  eter- 
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nal  punishment,  which  my  sins  deserved.  0  Lord ! 
keep  my  heart  from  discontent,  and  my  tongue  from 
complaining.  Enable  me  in  patience  to  possess  my 
soul,  and  strengthen  me  in  faith  to  wait  on  Thee, 
until  that  day  shall  dawn,  when  Thou  wilt  not  only 
wipe  away  all  my  tears,  but  give  me  the  fulness  of 
joy.  "  For  I  reckon  that  the  sufferings  of  the  pre- 
sent time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the 
glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us."  This  is  my 
arithmetic,  so  I  reckon  ;  this  is  my  logic,  so  I 
reason ;  and  I  reckon  and  reason  rightly ;  for  the 
sufferings  of  a  moment  are  not  to  be  compared  with 
the  glory  of  eternity.  "  For  our  light  affliction, 
which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  "Afflic- 
tion worketh  glory  for  us  ;"  rather  affliction  worketh 
us  for  glory,  or  maketh  us  meet  for  heaven.  For 
the  righteous  believers  in  Christ,  however  afflicted 
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here,  will  hereafter  be  not  the  mere  spectators,  but 
the  actual  possessors  of  glory.  They  will  not  merely 
see  its  excessive  splendours,  and  hear  of  its  surpass- 
ing riches,  but  will  possess  it  with  all  its  riches  and 
splendours  for  ever  and  ever. 
We  proceed  to  contemplate, 

II.    THE    FUTURE    REWARD    OF    CHRISTIANS. 

Their  reward  is  "  a  far  more  exceeding,  and  eter- 
nal weight  of  glory." 

The  great  Apostle,  in  endeavouring  to  describe 
this  reward,  heaps  words  on  words,  as  high  as  heaven, 
to  express  its  nature  and  its  fulness,  but  after  all  his 
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efforts,  he  finds  it  still  to  be  an  exceedingly  exceeding 
glory  !  Hyperbolical  language  commonly  expresses 
more  than  the  truth  ;  but  he  here  employs  language 
redundantly  hyperbolical  to  teach  us  that  even  such 
language  falls  inconceivably  short  of  the  truth  in 
describing  the  Christian's  reward.  The  subject, 
indeed,  was  too  vast  for  his  comprehension,  too  lofty 
for  his  imagination,  and  having  striven  to  the  utmost 
of  his  powers  to  comprehend  it,  his  mind  is  over- 
whelmed, and  sinks,  as  well  it  might,  beneath  "  an 
exceedingly  exceeding,  and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 
He  speaks  of  the  lightness  of  affliction,  and  of  the 
weight  of  glory ;  and  tells  us  that  the  lightness  of 
affliction  is  but  for  a  moment,  while  the  weight  of 
glory  is  for  ever.  He  thus  contrasts  things  present 
with  things  future ;  lightness  with  weight,  affliction 
with  glory,  a  moment  with  eternity.  Nor  is  he 
satisfied  with  this  stupendous  contrast,  but  adds 
another  word,  and  doubles  it,  and  after  all  says,  "  It 
is  a  far  more  exceeding,  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory." 

But,  more  particularly : 

1 .  The  reward  of  Christians  in  heaven  is  glory ;  it 
is  a  weight  of  glory. 

But,  what,  you  ask,  is  glory  ?  "  God  is  the  Father 
of  glory."  Of  glory  God  is  the  source  and  the  sub- 
stance, and  from  Him  all  glory  proceeds.  The  glory 
of  Mount  Sinai  was  no  glory  compared  with  the 
glory  of  Mount  Calvary  : — the  glory  of  the  Law  was 
no  glory  compared  with  the  glory  of  the  Gospel ; 
and  even  the  glory  of  the  Gospel  below  is  no  glory 
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compared  with  the  perfect  glory  of  heaven.  The 
voice,  which  gave  glory  to  the  incarnate  Saviour  on 
the  mount,  came  from  the  more  excellent  glory — it 
came  from  a  glory  yet  to  be  revealed — it  came  from 
the  exceedingly  exceeding  glory  !  The  name  of 
God  is  His  glory.  His  name  is  the  collection  of  His 
attributes  ;  His  glory  is  the  constellation  of  His  per- 
fections ;  His  name  and  His  glory  is  Himself;  He 
is,  we  repeat,  "The  Father  of  glory  ;"  He  is  "  The 
I  am  ;  The  Eternal." 

But,  you  ask  again,  what  is  glory  ?  It  is  purity, 
excellency,  goodness,  greatness,  honour,  felicity  un- 
mingled,  infinite,  inconceivable,  everlasting.  It  is 
heaven,  and  the  third  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of 
heavens.  It  is  the  open  vision  of  the  glorified  Re- 
deemer, the  full  fruition  of  the  eternal  God.  "  Thou 
wilt  guide  me  with  Thy  counsel,  and  afterward 
receive  me  to  glory."  "  For  the  glory,"  says  Christ 
to  the  Father,  "  which  thou  gavest  me,  I  have  given 
to  my  people.  And,  when  Christ,  who  is  their 
Lord  and  their  life,  shall  appear,  then  shall  they 
appear  with  Christ  in  glory." 

Again : 

2.  The  measure  of  the  reward  given  to  Christians  in 
heaven  is  not  only  sufficient,  but  superabundant.  It  is 
"  an  exceedingly  exceeding  weight  of  glory." 

It  is  a  brightness,  which  no  mortal  eye  can  bear, 
and  a  station  to  which  no  human  understanding  can 
reach  ;  it  is  a  bliss  which  no  angelic  tongue  can  ex- 
press, and  a  dignity  which  no  created  mind  can  con- 
ceive. Angels  may  bask  in  glory,  but  angels  cannot 

VOL.  II.  T 
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describe  it.  After  all  attempts  in  earth  or  heaven  to 
express  it,  it  is  still  "  exceedingly  exceeding."  But 
though  neither  men  nor  angels  can  describe  or  con- 
ceive this  glorious  reward,  it  is  not  more  than  the 
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humblest  believers  in  Christ  shall  possess  for  ever. 
For  they  shall  have  glorified  bodies  to  sustain,  and 
glorified  souls  to  enjoy,  "  an  exceedingly  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 

For,  finally : 

3.  The  duration  of  this  reward  is  its  surpassing 
excellency ;  it  is  eternal ;  "  an  eternal  weight  of 
glory." 

The  crown  of  Christians  or  saints  in  heaven  will 
be  unfading ;  their  throne  will  be  immovable ;  their 
kingdom  will  be  boundless ;  their  reign  will  be  with- 
out interruption  ;  their  joy  will  be  without  measure  ; 
their  triumph  will  be  without  end.  God  in  Christ, 
and  Christ  in  God,  will  be  the  object  of  their  adora- 
tion, and  the  source  of  their  felicity  ;  the  fountain 
of  their  joy,  and  the  crown  of  their  glory  through 
eternity.  What,  then,  is  our  light  and  momentary 
affliction  compared  with  the  exceedingly  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ?  And  what  lively 
Christian  does  not  rejoice  in  the  thought  of  exchang- 
ing momentary  toil  for  eternal  repose — the  sorrows 
of  a  day  for  the  joys  of  eternity  ?  What  lively  Chris- 
tian does  not  rejoice  in  the  expectation  of  exchang- 
ing this  corrupt,  and  sinful,  and  miserable  life  below, 
for  a  holy,  and  happy,  and  glorious  life  of  eternal 
communion  with  God  ? 

To  conclude  : 
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1.  Without  sorrow  for  sin,  and  without  suffering 
for  Christ,  we  cannot  obtain  eternal  life. 

Our  Lord  Himself  was  a  man  of  sorrows  ;  and  we 
must  be  like  our  Lord.  For  He  has  told  us  in  His 
word,  that  if  we  "  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus,  we 
must  suffer  persecution," — "  and  through  much  tri- 
bulation must  enter  the  kingdom  of  God."  The  path 
to  the  crown  of  glory  passes  close  by  the  cross  of  suf- 
fering ;  the  way  to  the  mount  of  God  lies  through 
the  vale  of  affliction  ;  "  and  our  light  affliction,  which 
is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us  a  far  more  ex- 
ceeding and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  But  under 
the  affliction,  whatever  it  be,  "  we  must  look  not  at 
the  things  which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things  which 
are  unseen  ;  for  the  things  which  are  seen  are  tem- 
poral ;  but  the  things  which  are  unseen  are  eternal." 

2.  But,  be  it  remembered,  brethren,  that  whether 
ye  be  Christians  or  not,  ye  must  suffer  affliction ;  for  ye 
can  neither  escape  the  sorrows  of  life  nor  the  pains 
of  death.     And  unless  ye  become  scriptural  Chris- 
tians, or  new  creatures  in  Christ  Jesus,  in  sorrow  ye 
will  have  no  comfort,  in  death  ye  will  have  no  hope. 
Forsake,  then,  your  sins,  and  turn  in  penitence  and 
prayer  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     But, 
turn  instantly, — turn  now  ;  "  for  now  is  the  accepted 
time ;  now  is  the  day  of  salvation."     0  live  no  longer 
in  the  practice  of  sin,  and  in  the  pleasures  of  the 
world ;  for,  if  ye  live  in  sinful  pleasures,  and  die 
impenitent  sinners,  your  sinful  pleasures,  which  are 
but  for  a  moment,  will  work  for  you  an  exceedingly 
exceeding,  and  eternal  weight  of  woe. 

T2 


276  THE    PRESENT    CONDITION,  &C. 

3.  Are  any  of  you  convinced  of  sin,  and  afflicted 
in  soul  before  God  ?     Be  not  cast  down.     Convic- 
tion of  sin  leads  to  conversion  to  God  ;  the  sorrow 
of  repentance  to  the  joy  of  pardon  ;  the  humbling 
of  the  soul  to  the  glory  of  eternity.     Be,  then,  com- 
forted !     For  Jesus  "  gives  beauty  for  ashes,  the  oil 
of  joy  for  the    tears   of  mourning,  and   the   gar- 
ment of  praise  for  the    spirit  of   heaviness."      He 
was  afflicted,    that  you  might   be    comforted ;    He 
suffered  a  shameful  death,  that  you,  through  Him, 
might  gain  eternal  life.     His  blood  is  an  all-suffi- 
cient atonement  for  sin  ;  His  Spirit  is  the  all-suffi- 
cient Comforter  of  souls;  His  grace  is  the  all-sufficient 
preparation  for  heaven.     Believe,  then,  in  the  Lord 
Jesus  ;  then  will  His  blood  wash  away  your  sins,  His 
Spirit  will  comfort  your  hearts,  His  grace  will  pre- 
pare your  souls  for  glory. 

Finally  : 

4.  Afflicted  Christians !     Remember  the  afflictions 
of  Christ  for  you,    and   you   will  not    repine    at 
your    own.     Through  sufferings    He    was    made  a 
perfect   Saviour,    and   ascended    in   glory    to    His 
throne ;  and  if  you  suffer  with  Him  on  earth,  you 
shall  be  made  perfect  in  holiness,  and   reign   with 
Him  for  ever  in  heaven.     Be,  then,  comforted,— 
be  encouraged,  ye  afflicted  Christians  !     Your  light 
affliction  will  not  weigh  you  down  ;  your  momen- 
tary sorrow  must  soon  be  past ;  and  then  you  shall 
share   in    the  joy,  and   shine  in  the  glory  of  your 
Lord.     For  "  your  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for 
a  moment,  worketh   for   you    an    exceedingly    ex- 
ceeding, and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 
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SERMON  XX. 

THE  FOUNDATION  AND  THE   BUILDING  OF  THE 
CHURCH. 

EPHES.  ii.  20,  21. 

And  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles 
and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  Himself  being  the 
chief  corner-stone.  In  whom  all  the  building  fitly 
framed  together  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in 
the  Lord. 

IN  this  chapter  St.  Paul  describes  the  great 
change  which  fallen  man  undergoes,  when  he  is 
made  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  "  Ye  were," 
says  he  to  the  Ephesians,  "  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins;  and  were  by  nature  children  of  wrath,  even  as 
others :  ye  walked  according  to  the  course  of  this 
world ;  ye  lived  according  to  the  prince  of  the  power 
of  the  air ;  and  ye  fulfilled  the  desires  of  the  flesh 
and  of  the  mind.  Ye  were  afar  off  from  God,  aliens 
from  the  commonwealth  of  Israel,  and  strangers  to 
the  covenant  of  promise;  ye  had  no  hope  of  heaven; 
"  and  were  atheists  in  the  world." 

But,  God  of  His  great  love  hath  quickened  you 
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together  with  Christ,  and  having  raised  you  up  to- 
gether with  Him  made  you  sit  with  Him  in  heavenly 
places.  By  grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith ;  and 
that  not  of  yourselves  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God.  For, 
ye  are  made  nigh  to  God  by  the  blood  of  Christ ; 
and  through  Him  ye  have  access  by  One  Spirit  to 
the  Father !  Ye  are  His  workmanship  in  Christ 
Jesus  unto  all  good  works.  "  And  now,  therefore, 
ye  are  no  more  strangers  and  foreigners,  but  fellow 
citizens  of  the  saints  and  of  the  household  of  God, 
and  are  built  upon  the  foundation  of  the  apostles 
and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  Himself  being  the  chief 
corner-stone.  In  whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed 
together  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord." 

The  whole  body  of  Christians  are  here  spoken  of 
as  a  "  Holy  Temple  ;v  and  of  this  temple  we  shall 
now  notice,  first,  The  Foundation ;  and  secondly, 
The  Building. 

We  are  to  notice, 

I.  THE  FOUNDATION. 

1.  What  is  the  nature  of  this  Foundation  ? 

\Ve  must  not  understand  either  the  persons,  or 
the  doctrines  of  apostles  and  prophets  to  be  the 
foundation ;  though  prophets  and  apostles  with  won- 
derful harmony,  preached  not  themselves,  but  Christ 
Jesus  the  Lord.  For,  believers  are  built  neither  on 
the  apostles  and  prophets,  as  agents  in  laying  the 
true  foundation  ;  nor  on  the  doctrines,  which,  as 
preachers  of  Christ,  they  proclaimed;  but  on  Christ 
Himself.  Christ  is  the  foundation,  on  which,  not  only 


BUILDING    OF    THE    CHURCH.  279 

apostles  and  prophets,  but  the  whole  Church  of  God 
is  built.  The  doctrines  of  all  apostles  and  prophets, 
the  hopes  and  souls  of  all  believers  in  all  ages,  are 
built  on  Christ,  as  the  only  foundation.  Other  foun- 
dation is  not  laid ;  "  and  other  foundation  can  no 
man  lay  than  that  is  laid,  even  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord."  (1  Cor.  iii.  9— 11.) 

"  Behold,"  cries  the  prophet,  "  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a 
sure  foundation  a  precious  stone,  a  tried  stone,  a 
chief  corner-stone."  (Isa.  xxviii.  16.  1  Pet.  ii.  6.) 
A  building  is  most  liable  to  injury  at  its  corners ; 
and  its  stability  consists  mainly  in  the  strength  of  its 
corner-stone.  It  is  the  stone  in  the  building  which 
binds  the  lowest  corners  of  its  foundation,  and  the 
highest  corners  of  its  towers  together.  "  The  corner- 
stone," therefore,  is  pre-eminent  not  only  for  its 
strength,  but  its  station.  "  Jesus  Christ  is  the  chief 
corner-stone."  He  is  the  lowest,  and  the  highest 
corner-stone ;  the  most  solid  and  beautiful  stone  of 
the  whole  building.  He  is  the  Foundation,  the 
Union,  the  Ornament  of  "  the  Temple  of  the  Lord." 
He  is  "  the  Rock,"  on  which  the  Church  of  God  is 
built ;  He  is  the  strength,  by  which  it  is  supported  ; 
the  head  in  which  it  is  united  ;  the  beauty  with 
which  it  is  adorned.  He  is  "  the  strong,  and  chief, 
and  precious  corner-stone  !" 

But,  further : 

2.  What  is  the  excellency  of  this  foundation  ? 

(1.)  This  foundation  is  a  suitable  foundation. 
Jesus  is  "  a  Rock,"  "  the  Rock  of  ages ;"  "  the 
Rock  of  salvation."  Solid,  immovable,  omnipotently 
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strong.  He  is  as  truly  man,  as  He  is  truly  God. 
He  is  God  and  man  united  in  one  person,  that  He 
might  be  a  suitable  foundation  for  perishing  sinners. 
As  man  He  is  accessible  to  man,  and  invites  sinful 
men  to  Himself;  as  God,  He  is  our  Advocate  with 
the  Father,  and  can  save  to  the  uttermost.  As  man 
He  suffered  for  sin  in  the  flesh  ;  as  God  His  suffer- 
ings avail  to  our  salvation.  He  assumed  our  nature 
on  earth,  that  we  might  partake  a  divine  nature  in 
heaven.  He  became  a  "  Living  Stone,"  having  life 
in  Himself,  and  communicating  life  to  believers,  that 
we  might  derive  life  from  His  Spirit,  and  be  built 
as  "  lively  stones  on  Him."  The  "  lively  stones," 
and  the  "  Living  Foundation  "  are  suitable  to  each 
other  :  they  unite ;  they  assimilate ;  they  "  grow 
into  a  holy  temple  in  the  Lord."  Jesus  is  a  suitable 
foundation  for  all  mankind.  He  unites  Jews  and 
Gentiles  into  one  spiritual  house  ;  He  builds  all  be- 
lievers into  one  sacred  structure ;  He  stablishes, 
enriches,  adorns  the  whole  church  of  God.  All  be- 
lievers, of  all  ages  and  of  all  climes,  are  built  on 
Christ  as  the  only  foundation  ;  and  are  united  in 
Him,  as  the  chief  corner-stone.  They  are  all  One 
in  Him  ;  and  they  glory  in  Him  alone. 

Again : 

(2.)  This  foundation  is  a  sufficient  foundation. 

Almighty  God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and  love, 
appointed  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  foundation  of  His 
Church.  "  Thus  saith  the  Lord,  Behold,  I  lay  in 
Zion  for  a  foundation  a  stone — a  tried  stone ! ' 
"  Behold,  I  lay/ — who  can  displace  ?  I  have  tried, 
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and  approved, — who  can  disallow,  or  disprove  ?  I 
have  fixed  the  foundation, — who  can  hesitate  to 
build  ?  Jesus  is  almighty  to  uphold  the  church 
amid  all  the  convulsions  of  the  world — omnipotent 
to  defend  her  against  "  the  gates  of  hell."  Let 
mountains  shake,  and  waters  roar,  and  tempests 
blow  ;  let  "  kings  conspire,"  and  "  peoples  rage," 
and  "  devils  storm"  against  "  The  Church,"  yet 
built  on  Christ,  she  is  perfectly  safe.  "  God  is  in 
the  midst  of  her,  and  she  shall  not  be  moved  ;  God 
shall  help  her,  and  that  right  early  !" 

Jesus,  as  man,  is  a  suitable  foundation  ;  as  God 
He  is  a  strong  foundation ;  as  God  and  man  He  is 
an  all-sufficient  foundation.  He  is  a  "  tried  stone, 
elect,  precious  !"  He  is  tried  and  approved  by  the 
Father ;  He  is  tried  and  approved  by  the  saints. 
The  Father  from  all  eternity  tried  and  proved  Him, 
and  chose  Him  for  the  foundation  of  His  Church  ; 
the  saints  in  all  ages  have  tried  and  proved  Him, 
and  chosen  Him  for  their  Saviour  !  Jesus  is  "  the 
head  corner-stone  ;"  He  is  the  "  Prince  of  life, — the 
Lord  of  angels, — the  King  of  glory,  —  the  Head 
over  all  things  to  His  Church?"  He  is  "  a  precious 
stone  ;"  precious  to  Almighty  God,  and  precious  to 
perishing  man  ;  of  inconceivable  dignity  and  beauty 
in  the  sight  of  wondering  angels, — of  unutterable 
value  and  desirableness  in  the  eyes  of  penitent  sin- 
ners. "  To  them  that  believe  He  is  preciousness 
itself," —  full  of  unsearchable  riches,  loveliness,  and 
grace. 

"  Tried,  and  chosen,  and   precious,"  Christ  cruci- 
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fied  is  a  foundation  sufficient  for  our  salvation.  His 
blood  is  sufficient  for  our  pardon;  His  righteousness 
is  sufficient  for  our  justification  ;  His  Spirit  is  suffi- 
cient for  our  sanctification ;  His  merits  are  sufficient 
for  our  title  to  heaven.  More  blessings  than  these 
we  cannot  want  in  time  or  in  eternity ;  all  these 
blessings  are  in  Christ  crucified  ;  and  built  on  Him, 
all  these  blessings  are  ours.  "  In  Him  we  are  com- 
plete." 

Finally  : 

(3.)  This  foundation  is  an  everlasting  foundation. 

When  God  from  all  eternity  designed  to  erect  out 
of  the  ruins  of  humanity  a  temple  for  Himself,  He 
well  knew  what  the  structure  would  cost,  and  what 
a  foundation  it  would  require.  He  therefore,  ac- 
cording to  His  eternal  counsels,  gave  up  His  be- 
loved Son,  "  who  is  the  Lord  Jehovah,  and  has 
everlasting  strength,"  to  be  the  everlasting  founda- 
tion of  His  Church.  Christ,  therefore,  is  the  foun- 
dation, which  stands  sure,  and  stands  fast,  for  ever. 
He  will  never  fail  the  souls,  nor  disappoint  the 
hopes,  which  are  built  on  Him.  "  The  rock  of 
ages"  will  never  decay  :  "  The  stone  fixed  in  Zion" 
will  never  be  moved ;  "  the  foundation  laid  in  the 
counsels  of  the  Holy  Trinity,"  and  cemented  by 
"  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,"  is  strong 
as  the  pillars  of  heaven,  and  lasting  as  eternity. 

Such,  then,  is  the  FOUNDATION  of  the  Church. 

We  proceed  to  notice, 

II.  THE  BUILDING. 
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"  Ye  are  built  on  the  foundation,  Jesus  Christ ; 
in  whom  all  the  building  fitly  framed  together 
groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord." 

We  may  here  notice, 

1.  The  union  of  the  Building  with  the  Founda- 
tion. 

Christ  Jesus  is  the  foundation,  believers  in  Him 
are  the  stones  of  the  building.  "  The  whole  build- 
ing is  in  Christ."  On  Him,  as  on  its  sole  foundation, 
the  whole  structure  rests.  "  On  this  Rock  the 
Church  is  built." 

The  stones  of  this  building  are  singly  hewn  out 
of  the  quarry  of  human  corruption  ;  they  are  indi- 
vidually brought  to  Christ,  that  "  they  may  have 
life ;"  and  then,  having  received  life  from  Him, 
"  they  are  built  on  Him  as  living  stones."  For, 
believers  are  by  faith  united  to  Christ,  the  ever- 
living  foundation  ;  and  He  through  this  union  im- 
parts spiritual  life  to  their  souls,  and  they  become 
"  living  stones"  with  Him  in  this  spiritual  building. 
Convinced  of  their  sinfulness  by  the  Spirit,  they 
repent  before  God  ;  and  drawn  from  sin,  from  the 
world,  and  from  themselves,  by  the  Father,  they 
come  to  Christ  for  salvation.  They  build  on  Him 
as  the  only  foundation  ;  they  trust  in  Him  alone  as 
the  only  Saviour.  The  same  hand,  however,  which 
laid  the  foundation,  must  build  every  stone  upon  it. 
The  same  God,  who,  "  of  His  great  love,"  appointed 
the  only  Saviour,  must,  "  of  His  good  pleasure," 
enable  every  penitent  sinner  to  believe.  To  build 
on  Christ  as  the  only  foundation,  is  to  believe  in 
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Him  as  the  only  Saviour ;  and  we  can  believe  only 
"  through  the  grace"  of  His  Spirit.  A  clearer 
knowledge  of  Christ  crucified  ;  a  purer  apprehen- 
sion of  His  suitableness  and  excellency;  a  holier 
experience  of  His  love  and  mercy,  attend  this  act 
of  living  faith ;  and  then  follows  a  hallowed  and  de- 
lightful recumbency  of  the  whole  soul  on  Him  for 
life  and  salvation. 

There  must  be  a  deep  and  spiritual  conviction  of 
our  corrupt,  and  guilty,  and  perishing  state ;  there 
must,  also,  be  a  clear,  and  spiritual,  and  divine  dis- 
covery of  the  all-sufficiency  of  Christ  to  save,  before 
sinful  men  will  build  on  Him  as  the  only  foundation 
for  eternal  life.  Helpless  and  hopeless  in  them- 
selves,— ready,  and,  in  their  own  sight,  deserving  to 
perish,  they  build  on  Christ,  and  through  faith  in 
His  blood  they  are  pardoned.  Worthless,  depraved, 
and  "  desperately  wicked," — all  odious  in  their  own 
eyes  and  all-polluted  in  the  sight  of  heaven,  they 
build  on  Christ ;  and  through  faith  in  His  righteous- 
ness they  are  justified.  Corrupt  in  body,  and  defiled 
in  mind, — in  themselves  prone  to  every  evil,  and  of 
themselves  incapable  of  every  good,  they  build  on 
Christ,  and  through  the  influence  of  His  Spirit  they 
are  sanctified.  Though  their  lives  abound  in  all 
good  works,  and  their  light  shines  before  men ;  yet, 
deeming  themselves  unprofitable  servants,  and  feel- 
ing themselves  miserable  sinners,  they  build  on 
Christ,  and  through  faith  in  his  merits  they  hope  to 
be  glorified.  God,  then,  has  laid  a  "  strong"  foun- 
dation for  the  weak  and  weary  ; — a  "  precious"  foun- 
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dation  for  the  worthless  and  vile ; — a  "  sure  "  foun- 
dation for  the  doubtful  and  distressed ; — why  should 
not  I,  who  am  weak  and  weary,  worthless  and  vile, 
doubtful  and  distressed ; — why  should  not  I  rest  my 
troubled  soul  on  Christ  ?  God  has  laid  an  all-suffi- 
cient foundation  for  the  greatest  sinners  ; — an  ever- 
lasting foundation  for  those  who  deserve  everlastingly 
to  perish  ; — why,  then,  should  not  I,  though  I  am  the 
chief  of  sinners,  and  deserve  to  perish  for  ever  ; — 
why  should  not  I  rest  my  perishing  soul  on  Christ  ? 

But  we  proceed  to  notice, 

2.   The  order  and  harmony  of  the  whole  building. 

"  In  Christ  Jesus  all  the  building  is  fitly  framed 
together."  When  a  whole  building  entirely  rests  on 
its  foundation  ;  when  all  its  stones  exactly  suit  and 
strengthen  each  other  ;  when  all  its  parts  aptly  unite 
and  harmonize ; — then  is  "  the  Building  fitly  framed 
together."  For  Jesus  Christ  is  not  only  "  the  chief 
foundation-stone,"  which  supports  the  whole  church, 
but  "  the  chief  corner-stone,"  which  unites  all  the 
stones  of  the  Building  in  one  glorious  temple.  For 
He  so  "  fitly"  shapes  and  places  the  stones  in  this 
Building,  that  they  not  only  bind  and  strengthen 
and  adorn  each  other,  but  divinely  unite  to  consoli- 
date and  beautify  the  whole.  This  spiritual  Build- 
ing raised  on  Christ,  the  true  foundation,  consists 
altogether  of  "  living  stones  ;"  they  are  all  selected 
by  sovereign  grace  ;  they  are  all  shaped  by  divine 
power ;  they  are  all  with  unerring  wisdom  fitly  framed 
together  in  the  temple  of  the  Lord.  For  Christian 
believers  are  all  separately  chosen,  as  stones  from  the 
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quarry ;  they  are  all,  as  stones,  individually  hewn 
into  shape ;  they  are  all,  as  stones,  singly  fitted  into 
their  proper  place  in  the  Church  of  God.  The  lower 
stones  in  this  Building  do  not  aspire  to  higher  sta- 
tions of  activity  and  honour ;  the  higher  stones  do 
not  shrink  from  greater  labour  and  danger  into  lower 
stations  of  privacy  and  quietness  ;  but  all,  in  their 
respective  stations,  conspire  together  for  the  increase 
and  glory  of  the  whole  Church.  A  divine  Hand 
builds  all  believers  on  the  true  foundation ;  divine 
love  unites  them  in  Christian  affection  to  each  other ; 
and  divine  grace,  by  virtue  of  union  with  Christ, 
makes  them  "  grow  into  an  holy  temple  in  the 
Lord." 

"  The  tabernacle  of  Israel,"  described  in  the  Old 
Testament,  is  a  figure  of  the  Church  of  Christ  de- 
scribed in  the  New.  This  tabernacle,  by  divine 
command,  was  "  fitly  framed  together."  "  See," 
says  God  to  Moses,  "  see  that  thou  make  it  accord- 
ing to  the  pattern  shewn  to  thee  in  the  mount."  On 
the  mount  Moses  had  a  vision  of  God  in  His  temple. 
"  He  saw  the  God  of  Israel ;  and  there  was  under 
His  feet,  as  it  were,  a  paved  work  of  sapphire-stone, 
and  as  it  were,  the  body  of  heaven  in  His  clearness." 
(Exod.  xxiv.  9,  10.)  A  resemblance  of  heaven  was 
in  this  vision  of  the  Divine  Glory  ;  the  pavement  on 
which  the  Almighty  trod  was  of  sapphire  stones, 
shaped  and  polished  and  fitly  framed  together,  and 
of  bright  celestial  hue.  In  this  vision  there  is  much 
obscurity  ;  but  enough  is  displayed  to  teach  us  that 
the  Church  of  Christ  combines  order  and  harmony ; 
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and  that  it  unites  knowledge  and  purity ;  and  that, 
while  the  Divine  presence  pervades  every  part,  the 
Divine  glory  presides  over  the  whole. 

The  religion  of  Christ  alone,  as   the  ministration 

of  the  Spirit,  and  as  the  source  of  holiness,  can  fitly 

frame  the  hearts,  or  rightly  order  the  conduct  of 

mankind.    Nothing  but  His  religion  can  bring  order 

and  holiness  and  peace  into  the  soul,  into  families, 

into   congregations,    into    kingdoms,    into    all    the 

world.     When  does  a  soul  become  a  holy  temple  in 

the  Lord  ?     When  it  is  built  on  Christ,  and  all  its 

powers  and  passions,  as  one  building,  are  fitly  framed 

in  Him.     When  does  a  family  become  a  holy  temple 

in  the  Lord  ?     When  it  is  built  on  Christ,  and  all  its 

inmates,  as  one  building,  are  fitly  framed  in  Him. 

When  does  a  worshipping  congregation  become  a 

holy  temple  in  the  Lord  ?  When  it  is  built  on  Christ, 

and  all  its  worshippers,  as  one  building,  are  fitly 

framed  in  Him.     When  does  a  kingdom  become  a 

holy  temple  in  the    Lord  ?     When  it   is  built   on 

Christ,  and  all  its  subjects,  with  their  king,  as  one 

building,  are  fitly  framed  in  Him.     And,  when  will 

all  the  world  become  a  holy   temple  in  the  Lord  ? 

When  all  its  kingdoms  are  built  on  Christ ;  and  all 

mankind,   as  one  building,  are  fitly  framed  in  Him. 

Lord  God  of  mercy  !     Build  every  soul  before  Thee 

on  Christ  Jesus  as  the  only   foundation  for  eternal 

life.     Build  all  souls,  all  families,  all  congregations, 

all  kingdoms,  on  Christ,  that  all  mankind  in  all  the 

world,  as  one  building  fitly  framed  together  in  Him, 

may  grow  unto  an  holy  temple  in  the  Lord. 
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But  this  leads  us  to  notice,  lastly, 

3.  The  increase  of  the  whole  building  unto  a  holy 
temple. 

"  All  the  building  groweth  unto  an  holy  temple  in 
the  Lord."  All  the  building  grows,  and  grows  unto 
a  holy  temple  ;  and  that  temple  is  in  the  Lord.  This 
bold  and  expressive  language  implies  life  and  in- 
crease and  holiness  and  glory. 

From  union  with  Christ,  "  the  ever-living  corner- 
stone," believers  derive  life  to  their  souls,  and  be- 
come themselves  living  stones  in  the  building  of 
God.  And  having  become  living  stones,  they  be- 
come also  growing  stones ;  and  they  grow  from 
living  stones  unto  living  pillars  ;  and  from  living 
pillars  unto  living  temples,  or  "  habitations  of  God 
through  the  Spirit." 

"  All  the  building  grows  :" — believers  in  Christ 
are  often  compared  to  something  which  grows  or  in- 
creases. They  are  compared  to  "  trees,"  which  grow 
by  the  water  side  ; — to  "  the  morning  light,"  which 
grows  to  the  perfect  day  ; — to  "  babes  new  born," 
which  grow  to  perfect  men  ; — and,  by  the  boldest 
figure  of  all  in  our  text,  to  "  living  stones  "  which 
grow  into  a  perfect  temple.  It  is  the  presence  of 
God  which  makes  a  temple.  Heaven  is  a  temple, 
because  the  presence  of  God  brightens  it.  The  build- 
ing of  Solomon  was  a  temple,  because  the  presence 
of  God  filled  it.  The  body  of  Christ  was  a  temple, 
because  in  Him  the  Godhead  resided.  Believers  in 
Christ  are  temples,  because  they  are  habitations  of 
God  through  the  Spirit.  The  Spirit  prepares  their 
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hearts  to  be  habitations  for  God  ;  and  then  God  in- 
habits their  hearts  by  His  Spirit.  The  Church  of 
Christ  is  a  temple,  because  in  it  God  fixes  His 
throne,  and  fills  it  with  His  glory.  "  He  holds  in 
His  hand  the  seven  bright  stars,  and  walks  in  the 
midst  of  the  seven  golden  candlesticks."  "  All  the 
building  grows  unto  a  temple."  It  grows ;  it  is  now 
growing ;  it  will  grow  to  the  end  ;  it  will  grow  to 
perfection.  To  establish,  to  enlarge,  and  to  perfect 
this  building,  the  Divine  Builder  is  continually  lay- 
ing living  stones  on  the  ever-living  foundation ;  He 
is  daily  adding  to  the  Church  such  as  shall  be  saved. 
O  that  He  would  this  day  lay  some  living  stones  on 
the  true  foundation  !  O  that  He  would  this  day  add 
to  the  Church  some  that  would  be  saved  for  ever ! 

But, 

"  All  the  building  grows  unto  a  holy  temple." 
Holiness  is  the  riches  and  beauty  of  the  house  of 
the  Lord ;  "  Holiness  becomes  His  house  for  ever." 
Unrivalled  were  the  earthly  riches  and  beauty  of  the 
temple  of  the  Jews ;  but  holiness  and  heavenly  - 
mindedness  are  the  better  riches  and  brighter  beauty 
of  the  Church  of  Christ. 

But,  further : 

"  The  building  grows  unto  a  holy  temple  in  the 
Lord."  All  increase  in  the  Church  in  number,  in 
holiness,  in  heavenly-mindedness,  is  through  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  On  Him  all  believers  are  built ; 
from  Him  they  derive  life,  and  become  living  stones ; 
in  Him  they  grow,  as  living  stones,  unto  a  holy 

VOL.  II.  U 
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temple.  He  is  their  Foundation,  their  life,  their 
support,  their  crown,  their  all.  For, 

Jesus,  in  fine,  is  the  Mystic  "  Stone  cut  out  with- 
out hands,"  which  will  grow  ;  and  His  temple,  built 
on  Him,  will  grow  with  Him  until  His  grace  shall 
rule,  and  His  glory  fill  the  world.  Then  the  Church 
of  God,  the  building  fitly  framed  together, — the 
holy  temple  of  the  ever-living  Lord, — will  be  trans- 
lated from  earth  to  heaven ;  and  this  vain  world  will 
pass  away.  For  this  world,  as  holy  Leighton  tells, 
is  but  the  scaffolding  for  the  erection  of  the  Church 
of  God.  When,  therefore,  this  building  is  com- 
pleted, the  scaffolding  will  be  taken  down,  and  the 
Church  will  be  displayed  in  all  the  beauty  and 
brightness  of  Her  Lord.  Palaces  and  temples  will 
fall  to  dust ;  rocks  and  mountains  will  be  dissolved  ; 
the  earth  and  skies  will  melt  away ;  but  the  Church 
of  God,  built  on  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  strong  in  His 
might,  and  beautiful  in  His  loveliness, — rejoicing  in 
His  presence,  and  resplendent  in  His  glory, — will 
stand  for  ever,  and  for  ever  thunder  with  his  praise. 
Alleluia !  Salvation  to  Him  who  sits  on  the  throne  ! 
Salvation  to  God  and  the  Lamb  ! 

And  now,  my  brethren,  may  we,  in  conclusion, 
ask — 

1.  "  Are  you  built  on  the  foundation  of  the  apos- 
tles and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  Himself  being  the 
chief  corner-stone  ?" 

Are  you  as  "living  stones"  laid  on  Him,  as  the 
foundation,  and  built  up  as  "lively  stones"  in  His 
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spiritual  house  ?  Are  you  growing  from  "  living 
stones  unto  holy  temples  in  the  Lord  ?"  Are  you 
"  habitations  of  God  through  the  Spirit  ?"  Does 
"  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  you  ?"  "  Do  you  live 
and  walk  in  the  Spirit  ?"  Having  felt  your  sinful 
and  perishing  state  by  nature,  have  you  built  on  the 
atonement  of  Christ  as  the  only  foundation  for  eter- 
nal life  ?  Are  you  living  by  faith,  delighting  in 
devotion,  abounding  in  good  works  ?  Do  you  rely 
on  the  grace  of  Christ  for  support  through  life,  for 
comfort  at  death,  and  for  salvation  in  heaven  ?  Here 
would  we  pause,  and  give  you  time  to  ask  your- 
selves in  the  sight  of  God — "  Am  I  built  on  Christ 
the  sure  foundation  ?  Am  I  a  living  stone  in  His 
spiritual  house  ?  Am  I  growing  unto  an  holy  temple 
in  the  Lord  ?" 

2.  Mere  professors  of  Christianity,  or  merely 
nominal  Christians,  are  not  laid  as  "  living  stones' 
on  the  everliving  foundation ;  but  lie,  as  holy  Leigh- 
ton  says,  "  as  loose  stones  around  the  building.  " 

And  you,  who  live  in  sin,  and  love  the  world,  are 
neither  relying  on  His  atonement,  nor  living  by  faith 
in  His  name.  Your  conduct  shows  that  Christ  has 
been  to  you,  not  a  "  precious  foundation,"  but  a 
"  stumbling  stone  ;" — not  a  "  rock  of  salvation," 
but  a  "  rock  of  offence."  You  may  despise  Him 
now  as  "  a  man  of  sorrows ;"  or  you  may  deny 
Him  now  as  "  the  king  of  glory ;"  but,  remember 
that  "  The  Stone,  which  the  builders  disallowed, 
is  made  the  Head  of  the  corner  !"  And  "  who- 
soever shall  fall  on  this  stone,  shall  be  broken  ;  but 

u  2 


292  TFIE    FOUNDATION    AND    THE 

on  whomsoever  it   shall   fall,  it  will    grind  him  to 
powder  !"* 

Whether  ye  build  on  Christ  or  not,  as  the  only 
foundation  for  eternal  life,  ye  must  sicken ;  ye  must 
die  ;  ye  must  be  judged.  And  if  ye  do  not  build  on 
Christ  as  the  only  foundation  ;  or  if  ye  do  not  believe 
in  Him  as  the  only  Saviour,  who  will  support  you  in 
sickness,  or  comfort  you  at  death,  or  redeem  you  in 
judgment  ? 

0  how  wretched,  how  pitiable,  but  how  common 
is  this  case  ; — to  be  in  sickness,  and  have  no  sup- 
porter ; — to  die,  and  have  no  comforter  ; — to  be 
judged,  and  have  no  redeemer  !  0  my  brethren, 
come  to  Christ,  as  to  "  The  Living  Stone  ;"  build 
on  Christ,  as  on  "The  Sure  Foundation;"  believe 
in  Christ,  as  in  "  The  Only  Saviour."  Then  He 
will  support  you  in  the  time  of  sorrow,  comfort  you 
in  the  hour  of  death,  and  redeem  you  in  the  day  of 
judgment. 

3.  But,  are  any  among  you,  who  mourn  for  sin, 
despair  of  salvation,  and  refuse  to  be  comforted  ? 
Consider,  ye  penitents,  consider  what  a  comforter  God 
has  sent, — what  a  foundation  He  has  laid, — what  a 
Saviour  He  has  provided, — in  Christ  crucified. 

"O  thou  afflicted"  with  guilt,  "and  tossed"  with 
temptation,  "  and  not  yet  comforted  ; — behold,  I 
will  lay  thy  stones  with  fair  colours  ;  I  will  lay  thy 

*  If  Christ  were  not  "  The  Foundation  Stone,"  we  could 
not  fall  on  Him  ;  were  He  not  the  "  Head  Corner  Stone," 
He  could  not  fall  on  us.  He  is  "  Lapis  imus  et  summus 
angularis." 
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foundation  with  sapphires!"  (Isa.  liv.  11.)  Mil- 
lions of  penitents  have  tried  Christ  crucified,  and 
found  Him  "  a  precious  foundation,"  divinely  suited 
to  their  state.  Millions  have  relied  on  Christ  cruci- 
fied, and  found  Him  a  "  strong  foundation,"  almighty, 
and  all-willing  to  save  ! 

Come,  then,  as  perishing  sinners,  to  Christ  cruci- 
fied, and  He  will  accept  you ;  build  on  Him,  and 
He  will  support  you  ;  live  in  Him,  and  He  will 
bless  you.  "  He  will  bring  you  out  of  the  horrible 
pit,  and  out  of  the  mire  and  clay  ;  He  will  set  your 
feet  on  a  rock,  and  establish  your  goings."  He  will 
enable  you  to  believe ;  He  will  give  you  peace  in 
believing  ;  He  will  put  His  Spirit  within  you  ;  He 
will  make  you  "  grow  unto  holy  temples  in  the 
Lord." 

4.  But,  Christian  believers,  where  there  is  building 
on  Christ  there  is  union  with  Christ ;  and  where 
there  is  union  with  Christ  there  is  spiritual  life  ;  and 
where  there  is  spiritual  life  there  is  growth  in  grace. 

"  Examine  yourselves,  therefore,  whether  ye  be  in 
the  faith.  Prove  your  own  selves."  Examine  whe- 
ther ye  are  built  on  Christ ;  prove  whether  ye  are 
"  growing  unto  holy  temples  in  the  Lord."  Examine 
whether  there  be  anything  between  the  foundation 
and  the  building,  whether  the  union  between  Christ 
and  your  souls  be  close  and  complete :  for,  unless 
the  union  be  complete,  the  blessings  of  the  union 
cannot  be  expected.  This  close  and  complete  union 
with  Christ  will  not  only  afford  you  at  all  times  hope 
and  joy,  but,  in  times  of  trial,  support  and  consola- 
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tion.  Like  other  men,  ye  are  liable  to  poverty  and 
reproach,  to  pain  and  sorrow,  to  sickness  and  death ; 
and,  like  other  men,  ye  must,  in  the  last  day,  stand 
in  judgment  before  the  Lord.  But,  in  reproach  and 
poverty,  Christ  will  be  "  a  precious  foundation," 
ennobling  and  enriching  your  souls.  In  pain  and 
sorrow,  Christ  will  be  "  a  sure  foundation,"  affording 
patience  and  peace.  In  sickness  and  death,  Christ 
will  be  "  a  strong  foundation,"  supporting  your  fail- 
ing heart,  and  cheering  your  fainting  soul.  And,  in 
the  last  day,  when  ye  appear  before  the  Judge  of 
all,  then,  having  built  on  Christ,  "  the  Everlasting 
Foundation,"  ye  will  not  only  be  undismayed  amid 
the  terrors  of  final  judgment,  and  unhurt  amid  the 
ruins  of  a  dissolving  world  ;  but,  ye  will  be  wel- 
comed to  the  House  of  God  on  high, — "  the  House 
not  made  with  hands  eternal  in  the  heavens." 

But,  finally, 

Ye  Christian  believers,  never  for  one  moment 
forget,  that  it  was  not  through  any  agency,  or 
wisdom,  or  goodness  of  your  own,  but  entirely 
through  the  grace  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  ye 
were  taken  out  of  the  quarry  of  human  corruption, 
and  built  as  living  stones  in  the  House  of  the  Lord  ! 
Look  back,  then,  to  the  rock,  whence  ye  were 
hewn  ;  and  to  the  hole  of  the  pit,  whence  ye  were 
digged,  and  be  ever  thankful  to  that  sovereign 
grace,  which  renewed  you  in  the  image  of  Christ, 
and  fitted  you  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  Look 
upwards,  also,  and  ever  pray  that  God  would  carry 
on  and  complete  his  work  in  your  souls  till  the 
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day  of  the  Lord.  And,  lastly,  look  forward  to  the 
end  of  your  faith,  and,  for  your  encouragement, 
ever  view  your  destined  stations  in  the  Temple  of 
heaven,  where  ye  will  be  habitations  of  God  through 
the  Spirit  to  all  eternity  ! 
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SERMON  XXL 

(MISSIONARY.) 

A  PREACHER,  A  SERMON,  AND  A  CONGREGATION. 
EPHES.  iii.  8. 

Unto  me,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints, 
is  this  grace  given,  that  I  should  preach  among 
the  Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ. 

THE  children  of  Israel  were  the  peculiar  people  of 
God.  As  his  peculiar  people,  they  enjoyed  pecu- 
liar privileges.  They  were  peculiarly  adopted  into 
the  family  of  Jehovah,  who  in  a  peculiar  manner 
became  THEIR  FATHER  AND  THEIR  KING.  With  them 
His  holy  covenants  were  established,  and  to  them 
His  lively  oracles  were  committed.  In  their  sight 
His  perfect  law  was  given  ;  and  in  their  hearing  His 
gracious  promises  were  repeated.  For  their  use  his 
divine  service  was  appointed ;  and  in  their  temple 
the  divine  glory  was  displayed.  From  them  de- 
scended in  successive  ages  the  great  Fathers  of 
the  Church,  and  the  great  Lights  of  the  world. 
And  above  all,  from  them,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  ac- 
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cording  to  the  promise,  Christ  came,  who,  though 
He  came  in  our  flesh,  is  God  over  all,  blessed  for 
ever. 

But  the  Israelites  were  not  to  be  for  ever  the 
peculiar  people  of  God.  The  Gentiles  were  to  be 
equal  partakers  with  them  of  the  blessings  of  the 
Gospel.  The  same  Messiah,  who  was  the  Glory  of 
Israel,  was  also  to  be  the  Light  of  the  Gentiles.  The 
same  Christ,  who  was  born  a  Saviour  in  Bethlehem 
of  Judea,  was  to  be  for  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  But,  though  the  call  of  the  Gentiles  was 
foretold,  it  was  a  mystery  hid  for  ages  from  the 
Israelites ;  and  only  after  the  ascension  of  Christ, 
was  it  fully  revealed  by  the  Spirit  to  the  apostles. 
Then  it  was  clearly  revealed  "  that  the  Gentiles 
should  be  fellow-heirs  with  the  Jews,  and  of  the  same 
body,  and  partakers  of  His  promise  in  Christ  by  the 
Gospel ;"  "  of  which  Gospel,"  says  St.  Paul,  "  I 
am  made  a  minister,  according;  to  the  grift  of  the 
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grace  of  God,  given  unto  me  by  the  effectual  work- 
ing of  His  power.  Unto  me,  who  am  less  than  the 
least  of  all  saints,  is  this  grace  given,  that  I  should 
preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ." 

In  these  words  of  singular  emphasis  and  surpassing 
energy,  we  have  a  Preacher,  a  Sermon,  and  a  Con- 
gregation :  For  a  Preacher,  we  have  an  APOSTLE, 
commissioned,  and  qualified  from  heaven ;  for  a 
Sermon,  we  have  THE  UNSEARCHABLE  RICHES  OF 
CHRIST;  for  a  Congregation,  we  have  THE  WHOLE 
GENTILE  WORLD  ! 
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The  subjects  of  the  following  discourse  are, 

I.  THE  HEAVENLINESS  OF  THE  PREACHER  ; 

II.  THE  SUBLIMITY  OF  THE  SERMON  ;  and, 

III.  THE  VASTNESS  OF  THE  CONGREGATION. 

Let  us  admire, 

I.  THE  HEAVENLINESS  OF  THE  PREACHER. 

The  Preacher  is  St.  Paul ;  and  St.  Paul  was  com- 
missioned and  qualified  to  preach  from  heaven.  The 
word  "  grace,"  which,  in  the  text,  describes  his 
commission,  intimates  both  the  sovereign  mercy,  in 
which  it  originates,  and  the  holy  qualification  which 
it  conveys.  "  Unto  me  is  this  grace  given!" 

1.  His  commission  was  from  heaven.  He  derived 
his  authority  to  preach  the  Gospel,  not  from  man, 
but  from  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  As  he  was  on  his 
way  to  Damascus,  thirsting  for  the  blood  of  the 
saints,  suddenly  there  shone  a  light  from  heaven 
above  the  brightness  of  the  sun  ;  and  out  of  this 

O  ' 

overwhelming  brightness,  "  I  heard,"  says  he,  "  a 
voice,  calling  me  by  name, — Saul,  Saul,  why  per- 
secutest  thou  me  ?  And  I  said,  Who  art  thou, 
Lord  ?  And  He  said,  I  am  Jesus,  whom  thou  per- 
secutest ; — and  I  have  appeared  unto  thee  for  this 
purpose  to  make  thee  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and 
to  send  thee  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles."  St.  Paul, 
then,  received  grace  and  apostleship  from  heaven  to 
preach  the  Gospel.  "  For,"  says  he,  "  I  am  an 
apostle,  not  of  man,  nor  by  men,  but  by  Jesus 
Christ."  "  For  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed 
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God  is  committed  to  my  trust,  and  by  His  command- 
ment I  preach  the  Gospel."  (Rom.  i.  5  ;  Gal.  i.  1 ; 
Titus  i.  3  ;  1  Tim.  i.  1—11  ;  Acts  ix.  2  ;  xxii.  6  ; 
xxvi.  12.) 

Again  : 

2.  His  qualification  was  from  heaven.  "  The 
Gospel,  which  I  preach,"  he  writes,  "  is  not  after 
man,  for  I  neither  received  it  nor  learnt  it  of  man  ; 
but  by  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ ; — who  out  of 
His  abundant  grace,  counted  me  faithful,  and  put 
me  into  the  ministry."  "  And  grace  is  given  to  me 
that  I  should  be  the  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
Gentiles,  ministering  the  gospel  of  God  ;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  grace  given  unto  me,  I  have  fully 
preached  the  Gospel  of  Christ."  (1  Cor.  iii.  10  ; 
Gal.  i.  11,  12;  1  Tim.  i.  12,  13;  Rom.  xii.  3,  5; 
Rom.  xv.  15,  16.)  Both  the  commission  and 
the  qualification  of  St.  Paul  were  freely  bestowed. 
Without  respect  of  merit,  or  desert,  or  goodness, 
they  were  bestowed  on  "  an  evil  doer,  a  persecutor, 
and  a  blasphemer ;"  "  but,"  says  he,  "  I  obtained 
mercy  ;"  and  "  I  was  allowed  to  be  put  in  trust  with 
the  Gospel.  To  me  is  this  grace  given."  (Gal. 
i.  11,  12;  1  Thess.  ii.  4.) 

But,  as  proofs  of  his  qualification,  we  notice  his 
holiness  and  his  humility. 

(1.)  \Ve  notice  his  holiness. 

The  "  saints"  are  "  holy  ones ;"  they  have  been 
sanctified  or  made  holy  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  "  But," 
writes  the  apostle  to  the  Corinthians,  "  ye  are  sanc- 
tified, ye  are  justified  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
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Jesus,  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God."  "  The  saints," 
as  St.  Peter  writes,  "  are  chosen  to  salvation, 
through  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus,  and  sancti- 
fication  of  the  Spirit."  (1  Pet.  i.  2  ;  2  Thess.  ii.  13.) 
St.  Paul  was  himself  justified  by  faith  in  the  blood 
of  Christ,  and  sanctified  by  the  grace  of  the  Spirit 
of  God.  Though  he  deemed  himself  of  all  saints  the 
least,  yet  he  placed  himself  among  the  saints.  But 
more  especially  was  He  "  separated"  from  the 
world,  "  set  apart"  to  God,  sanctified  for  the  work  of 
the  ministry  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  When  he  was  con- 
verted to  God,  and  commissioned  to  preach  the 
Gospel,  Jesus  Christ  sent  Ananias  to  him,  "  that  he 
might  receive  the  Holy  Ghost."  For  it  is  the  Holy 
Ghost  alone  who  can  make  men  overseers  of  the  flock 
of  Christ,  and  qualify  them  to  feed  the  church  of 
God.  "  It  pleased  God,"  says  he,"  who  called  me  by 
His  grace,  to  reveal  His  Son  in  me,  and  to  give  me 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the 
person  of  Jesus  Christ."  "  Immediately,"  therefore, 
"  I  conferred  not  with  flesh  and  blood ;  but  what 
things  were  given  to  me  I  counted  them  loss  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ  my 
Lord."  "  Nor  do  I  count  even  life  itself  dear  to  me, 
so  that  I  may  finish  my  course  with  joy  ;  and  fulfil 
the  ministry  which  I  have  received  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
to  testify  the  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God."  (Acts 
xx.  24.)  "  For  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  me  ; 
(2  Cor.  v.  14.)  "  And  I  am  determined  to  know  no- 
thing and  to  preach  nothing "  among  the  Gentiles, 
"  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  Him  crucified." 
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Further  : 

2.  We  notice  his  humility. 

St.  Paul  shared  equally  with  the  other  apostles 
the  dignity  of  the  apostleship ;  and,  in  one  respect, 
he  was  peculiarly  distinguished,  as  the  chosen  apostle 
of  the  Gentiles  ;  but,  in  noticing  this  distinction,  he 
prevents  the  charge  of  boasting,  and  avoids  the 
odiousness  of  comparison,  by  confessing  himself  to 
be,  not  only  less  than  the  least  of  the  apostles,  but 
"  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints."  From  the  inmost 
convictions  of  his  soul,  he  confesses  his  nothingness 
in  his  own  sight,  and  his  vileness  in  the  sight  of 
God  ;  but  still  he  shows  that  his  vileness  and  nothing- 
ness did  not  hinder  the  mighty  grace  of  God  from 
making  him  the  apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  Hence, 
while  he  could  not  speak  too  highly  of  his  office,  he 
could  not  speak  too  humbly  of  himself.  "  In  no- 
thing," says  he,  "  am  I,"  with  respect  to  office,  "  be- 
hind the  chiefest  apostles  ;  though"  in  person  "  I  am 
nothing."  (2  Cor.  xii.  11.)  In  the  same  humble 
spirit,  in  which  he  speaks  of  his  person,  he  speaks  of 
his  labours.  "  I  have  laboured  more  abundantly  than 
all  the  apostles ;  yet  not  /,  but  the  grace  of  God, 
which  was  with  me."  (1  Cor.  xv.  10;  2  Cor.  xi. 
23 — 28.)  We  must  not,  therefore,  regard  what,  in 
time  past,  he  had  done;  for  God,  that  His  sove- 
reignty might  be  seen,  bestowed  the  apostleship  en- 
tirely of  grace ;  nor  must  we  regard  what  in  time 
past  he  had  been,  for  God,  that  the  glory  might  be 
all  His  own,  chose  to  work  by  the  most  unlikely  in- 
strument. 
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The  deep  knowledge  which  the  apostle  had  of  him- 
self, of  his  defects,  and  of  his  infirmities ;  his  ac- 
quaintance with  the  spirituality  and  extent  of  the 
divine  law ;  his  conviction  of  the  unutterable  cor- 
ruption of  his  nature  ;  and  of  the  exceeding  sinful- 
ness  of  his  sin ;  his  aggravated  sins  before  he  was 
converted  ;  and  the  miraculous  manner  in  which  his 
conversion  was  effected  ;  his  divine  commission,  and 
his  heavenly  qualification  to  preach  the  Gospel ;  his 
unequalled  success  in  turning  sinners  to  God,  and 
his  unrivalled  power  to  labour  in  the  service,  and  to 
suffer  for  the  sake  of  his  Saviour  ; — all  these  things 
filled  his  soul  with  the  most  profound  humility. 
"  Unto  me,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints, 
is  this  grace  given." 

Less  than  the  least  of  all  saints.  "  Less  than  the 
least."  An  unusual  word  is  here  used,  a  word  made 
on  purpose,  a  word  of  unutterable  force  and  empha- 
sis— "  Less  than  the  least !"  How  little  he  makes, 
and  how  low  he  lays,  himself;  less  he  could  not  be 
made ;  lower  he  could  not  lie  !  He  was  a  worthless 
creature  ;  "  a  nothing."  He  was  "  an  evil  doer,"  an 
inveterate  enemy  of  Christianity  ; — a  furious  per- 
secutor of  Christians,  a  bold  blasphemer  of  the  Son 
of  God  ; — he  was  the  greatest,  the  chiefest,  the  worst 
of  sinners.  (Phil.  ii.  3  ;  1  Cor.  xv.  9  ;  1  Tim.  i.  3, 
5,  15.)  Yet,  unto  me,  who  am  less  than  the  least 
of  all  saints ;  the  greatest  and  the  chiefest  of  sinners ; 
— "  unto  me  is  this  grace  given,  that  I,  before  all, 
and  above  all  the  apostles,  should  preach  among  the 
Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ." 
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'  I  am,"  says  our  apostle,  "  less  than  the  least  of 
all  saints."  "  In  proportion  to  my  obligations  to 
Jesus  Christ,  my  Saviour,  I  have,  of  all  saints,  made 
the  least  return;  —  in  proportion  to  the  love  with 
which  He  has  loved  me,  I  have,  of  all  believers, 
loved  Him  the  least ; — in  proportion  to  the  gifts 
which  He  has  bestowed  upon  me,  I  have,  of  all  the 
apostles,  laboured  the  least  in  His  service.  For  what 
love,  what  zeal,  what  restless  activity,  what  burning 
devotion,  what  a  life  of  labour,  and  what  a  death 
of  suffering,  DO  I  OWE  TO  HIM,  WHO  HAS  BESTOWED 
SUCH  GRACE  ON  ME  ?"  Oppressed  with  a  conviction 
of  his  own  unworthiness,  and  overwhelmed  with  a 
feeling  of  Christ's  love  to  his  soul,  he  exclaims  in  lan- 
guage beyond  measure  energetic  and  sublime, 
"  Unto  me,  who  am  less  than  the  least  of  all  saints, 
is  this  grace  given,  that  I  should  preach  among  the 
Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ." 

Such  is  the  HEAVENLINESS  of  the  preacher.  We 
proceed  now  to  contemplate, 

II.    THE  SUBLIMITY  OF  THE  SERMON. 

"  The  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ."  What 
beauty  in  the  language  ;  what,  grandeur  in  the  sen- 
timent ;  what  sublimity  in  the  sermon  !  I  preach 
CHRIST  !  I  preach  THE  RICHES  OF  CHRIST  ! !  I  preach 

the  UNSEARCHABLE  RICHES  OF  CHRIST  ! ! ! 

1.  I  preach  CHRIST. 

Christ  is  the  promised  Seed,  who  should  bruise 
the  serpent's  head  ;  and  in  whom  all  the  families  of 
the  earth  should  be  blessed.  Christ  is  the  great 
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and  glorious  Shiloh,  who  should  be  sent  to  reconcile 
God  and  man  ;  to  whom,  in  earth  and  heaven,  the 
gathering  and  the  ruling  of  the  peoples  should  be. 
Christ  is  the  everlasting  Redeemer,  whose  goings 
forth  have  been  from  everlasting ;  who,  in  the  latter 
day,  should  go  down  from  heaven,  and  in  mortal 
guise  should  stand  on  the  earth.  Christ  is  the  only 
"  holy  child  to  be  born  ;  the  only  beloved  son  to  be 
given;  the  wonderful  Counsellor,  the  mighty  God, 
the  everlasting  Father,  the  Prince  of  Peace."  Christ 
is  the  holy  virgin's  son, — the  Son  and  the  Lord  of 
David.  He  is  Immanuel ;  He  is  Jesus  ;  He  is  God 
incarnate  ;  God  and  man  united  ;  God  our  Saviour. 
He  is  the  Christ,  the  Messiah,  the  great  Anointed, — 
the  Prophet,  the  Priest,  and  the  King,  of  His  church. 
He  is  "  the  Christ,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us, 
wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification,  and 
redemption."  In  teaching  us,  in  pardoning  us,  in 
justifying  us,  in  sanctifying  us,  in  redeeming  us,  in 
purchasing  heaven  for  our  souls,  Christ  is  divine, 
Christ  is  omnipotent,  Christ  is  gracious,  Christ  is  all 
in  all.  We  preach  Christ ;  we  preach  the  gospel 
of  Christ ;  we  preach  Christ  crucified  ! 

Again  : 

2.  I  preach  THE  RICHES  OF  CHRIST. 

The  riches  of  time  consist  in  an  abundance  of 
earthly  things,  useful  for  the  wants  of  the  body,  and 
precious  to  the  men  of  the  world  ;  but  the  riches  of 
Christ  consist  in  an  abundance  of  spiritual  things, 
needful  to  the  wants  of  the  soul,  precious  in  the  sight 
of  God,  enduring  through  the  round  of  eternity. 
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What,  then,  are  the  riches  of  Christ  ?  His  incom- 
prehensible love ;  His  eternal  mercy ;  His  bound- 
less grace ;  His  infallible  truth  ;  His  unfailing  pro- 
mises ;  His  perfect  holiness ;  His  immense  conde- 
scension ;  His  mysterious  incarnation  ;  His  low 
estate ;  His  marvellous  temptation ;  His  wonderful 
labours ;  His  perfect  obedience  ;  His  incessant 
prayers ;  His  abundant  tears ;  His  inconceivable 
sorrows ;  His  tremendous  agony  ;  His  vicarious  suf- 
ferings ;  His  precious  blood  ;  His  dying  complaint ; 
His  voluntary  death  ;  His  prophetic  burial ;  His 
glorious  resurrection ;  His  triumphant  ascension  ; 
His  prevailing  intercession  ;  His  complete  atone- 
ment ;  His  infinite  merits ;  His  divine  and  eternal 
glory  ; — these  are  "  the  true  riches  ;  these  are 
"  the  riches  of  Christ  /"  "  We  have  redemption 
through  His  blood  according  to  the  riches  of  His 
grace."  We  can  -  know  His  love  in  dying  for  our 
sins,  only  by  "  being  strengthened  by  the  Spirit  of 
God  according  to  the  riches  of  His  glory."  "  The 
riches  of  divine  grace  ;  the  riches  of  divine  mercy  '•> 
the  riches  of  divine  goodness ;  the  riches  of  divine 
glory ;  the  eternal  riches  of  the  eternal  God,  are  all 
employed  in  the  redemption  of  sinners  by  the  blood 
of  Jesus!"  (Eph.  iii.  16.) 

But  more  particularly,  let  us  consider, 

(1.)  The  riches  of  His  wisdom. 

"  O  the  depths  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom 
and  knowledge  of  God  !"  But  the  depths  of  the 
riches  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God  are  all 
in  Christ  Jesus ;  for  with  Him  are  hid  all  the 
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treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  in  Him 
dwelleth  all  the  fulness  of  the  Godhead !"  Christ 
is  the  wisdom  of  God ;  Christ  is  the  only  wise 
God ;  Christ  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wisdom." 
He  is  the  great  Teacher  of  the  Church ;  for  on 
Him  rested  the  Spirit  of  Jehovah,  the  Spirit  of 
wisdom  and  knowledge,  the  Spirit  of  counsel  and 
understanding.  "  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God  is 
upon  Me,"  says  He,  "  that  I  may  preach  good 
tidings  to  the  meek."  Christ  is  the  only  in- 
structor of  the  soul ;  and  if  we  have  an  unction 
from  Him,  "  we  shall  know  all  things."  For  He 
employs  all  the  stores  of  His  wisdom  in  teaching 
His  people;  and  all,  who  are  taught  of  Him,  are 
"  taught  of  God!" 

Consider  again, 

(2.)  The  riches  of  His  blood. 

"  We  are  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of 
Christ."  (1  Pet.  i.  19.)  How  deeply  did  His  blood 
crimson  His  body  in  Gethsemane,  and  how  fast  did 
it  drop  to  the  ground  !  How  did  it  run  from  His 
wounded  temples !  How  did  it  flow  from  His 
scourged  loins !  How  did  it  stream  from  His  pierced 
hands  and  feet !  How  did  it  gush  from  His  riven 
side  and  broken  heart !  God  in  Christ  laid  down 
His  life  for  us  ;  the  blood  of  Christ  is,  therefore,  the 
blood  of  God.  Who  can  tell  the  riches,  or  the 
virtues  of  His  blood  ?  It  is  the  blood  of  "  the  ever- 
lasting covenant  ;"• — •"  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  slain 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  It  is  "  the  blood 
of  atonement ;"  "  the  blood  shed  for  the  remission 
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of  sins,"  even  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  It  is  the 
blood  which  brings  nigh  those  who  were  afar  off ; 
the  blood  which  makes  peace,  and  reconciles  God 
and  man.  It  is  the  blood  which  washes  away  the 
stains  of  guilt,  which  cleanses  from  all  sin ;  which 
"  purges  the  conscience  from  dead  works  to  serve  the 
living  God."  (Matt.  xxvi.  28  ;  1  Cor.  xi.  25 ;  Eph. 
i.  7  ;  ii.  13;  Col.  i.  14,  20  ;  Heb.  ix.  14  ;  x.  29  ; 
xiii.  20 ;  1  John  i.  7  ;  Rev.  i.  5.) 

Consider  next, 

(3.)  The  riches  of  His  righteousness. 

In  person  He  is  the  Holy  One  and  the  Just ; 
Jesus  Christ  the  righteous.  He  had  no  corrup- 
tion in  His  nature ;  no  guile  in  His  lips ;  no  sin 
in  His  life.  By  His  perfect  obedience  He  mag- 
nified the  divine  law,  and  fulfilled  all  righte- 
ousness. By  His  death  on  the  cross,  He  made  an 
end  of  sin,  and  brought  in  an  everlasting  righteous- 
ness "  for  sinners."  His  righteousness  is  the  righte- 
ousness of  God : — "  He  is  the  Lord  our  righteous- 
ness ;"  "  of  God  He  is  made  unto  us  righteousness." 
"  He  is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every 
one  that  believeth."  "  If  ye,  therefore,"  as  the 
Apostle  writes,  "  put  on  the  Lord  Jesus;"  or  if  you 
believe  in  Christ  crucified  ;  you  will  be  clothed  with 
His  righteousness ;  you  will  not  only  be  justified 
from  all  your  sins,  but  you  will  be  as  perfect  and 
righteous,  as  pure  and  resplendent,  in  the  sight 
of  God  the  Father,  as  the  Son  of  God  Himself. 
"  For  God  hath  made  Him,  who  knew  no  sin,  to  be 

x  2 


308  A    PREACHER,    A    SERMON,    AND 

sin  for  us,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness 
of  God  in  Him." 

Consider  further, 

(4.)  The  riches  of  His  Spirit. 

His  Spirit  is  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  the  Spirit  of  prayer,  the  Spirit  of  holiness, 
the  Eternal  Spirit.  "  Christ  of  God  is  made  unto 
us  sanctification,"  and  He  is  made  unto  us  "  sanctifi- 
cation  through  the  Spirit."  To  Him  the  Spirit  is 
given  without  measure ;  and  He  distributes  all  the 
riches  of  the  Spirit  at  His  will.  He  gives  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  penitent  sinners,  renewing  them  in  the 
image  of  God,  and  making  them  heirs  of  heaven. 
By  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  He  sanctifies  their 
hearts,  their  tempers,  their  language,  their  conduct, 
qualifying  them  for  His  service,  and  making  them 
meet  for  His  glory.  "  By  the  Spirit  they  mortify 
the  deeds  of  the  body ;"  and  "  through  the  Spirit 
they  purify  themselves  in  obeying  the  truth."  With 
the  Spirit  they  are  filled ;  by  the  Spirit  they  are 
led ;  they  live  in  the  light,  they  pray  in  the  strength, 
they  walk  in  the  comfort  of  the  Spirit.  The  Spirit 
of  Christ  is  the  finger  of  God,  the  water  of  life,  the 
fire  of  heaven; — and,  by  His  Spirit,  He  refreshes 
the  troubled  minds,  warms  the  chilling  hearts,  and 
strengthens  the  fainting  souls  of  His  people.  He 
enriches  and  adorns  them  with  the  treasures  of  His 
kingdom,  and  they  abound  and  shine  in  righteous- 
ness, and  peace,  and  hope,  and  joy,  in  the  Holy 
Ghost.  (Rom.  xv.  13.) 
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Consider  again, 

(5.)  The  riches  of  His  merits. 

The  merits  of  Christ  consist  in  all  that  He  does 
and  suffers,  from  His  first  coming  in  the  flesh  to  His 
last  intercession  in  glory.  His  infinite  condescen- 
sion, and  His  infinite  dignity,  give  infinite  value  to 
all  His  doings  and  to  all  His  sufferings  for  us  men, 
and  for  our  salvation.  Here  are  the  merits  of  Christ ; 
here  are  the  riches  of  His  merits ;  here  are  the  mines 
of  His  riches  !  Here  are  riches  which  abundantly 
secure  for  all  believers  in  Christ  complete  redemp- 
tion from  the  pains  of  hell,  sufficient  grace  for  the 
trials  of  time,  a  holy  meetness  for  the  service  of  a 
heaven,  and  a  perfect  title  to  the  glories  of  eternity. 
Jesus  Christ  not  only  purchased  the  Church  with 
His  own  blood,  but  with  His  own  blood  purchased 
heaven  for  the  Church.  The  saints,  therefore,  being 
bought  with  a  price,  will  enter  the  heaven  of  hea- 
vens, as  a  purchased  possession,  and  through  eternity 
will  sing  in  glory,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain,  and  redeemed  us  to  God  by  His  blood." 

But,  further: 

3.  /  preach  the  UNSEARCHABLE  RICHES  OF 
CHRIST. 

(1.)  These  riches  are  unsearchable  in  origin  and 
nature. 

God  so  loved  the  world  that  He  gave  His  beloved 
Son  to  die  for  sinners  on  the  cross.  We  owe  the 
death  of  Christ  for  sinners  to  the  eternal  love  of 
God.  That  God  should  die  for  man  could  never 
enter  the  mind  of  a  creature ;  but  it  did  enter  the 
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mind  of  the  Creator ;  and,  in  the  fulness  of  time, 
God  incarnate  died  for  man  !  Here  is  the  mine  of 
unfathomable  love  !  Here  are  the  riches  of  Christ ! 
Here  are  riches,  free,  spiritual,  infinite,  divine,  eter- 
nal, unsearchable  !  The  riches  of  Christ,  then,  are 
a  mine  so  deep,  that  it  cannot,  by  man  or  angel,  be 
fathomed ;  they  are  a  treasure  so  excellent,  that  it 
cannot,  by  tongue  or  pen,  be  described  ;  they  are  a 
store  so  vast,  that  it  cannot,  in  time  or  eternity,  be 
expended.  In  origin  and  nature,  they  are  unsearch- 
able. 
Again : 

(2.)   They  are   unsearchable  in  application  and 
effect. 

They  are  applied,  not  to  holy  creatures,  but  to 
sinful  men.  They  are  mysteriously  but  really  ap- 
plied, to  redeem  perishing  sinners,  to  pay  their 
ransom,  to  atone  for  their  transgressions,  to  purify 
their  hearts,  to  adorn  their  lives,  to  enrich  and  to 
glorify  their  souls  for  ever.  The  blessed  gospel  is, 
we  know,  a  treasure,  because  it  contains  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ.  "  We  have  this  trea- 
sure," says  St.  Paul,  "  in  earthen  vessels ;  that  the 
excellency  of  the  power  may  be  of  God,  and  not  of 
us ;"  though,  therefore,  we,  in  ourselves,  are  poor, 
yet  out  of  this  treasure  "  we  make  many  rich." 
(2  Cor.  vi.  10.) 

We  know  not,  indeed,  how  the  Holy  Spirit  applies 
these  riches  to  the  souls  of  believers  in  hearing  the 
Gospel ;  but  we  do  know  that,  when  they  are  applied, 
they  make  the  poorest  receivers  perfectly  and  eter- 
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nally  rich, — on  earth,  rich  in  grace ;  in  heaven,  rich 
in  glory !  Adorned  with  these  riches  of  Christ, 
replenished  with  these  graces  of  the  Spirit,  the 
saints  are  prepared  to  shine  among  the  brightest, 
and  to  sing  among  the  happiest,  of  the  angels  of 
heaven  ! 

The  riches  of  divine  glory  are  graciously  made 
known  to  the  vessels  of  mercy  in  Christ  Jesus  ;  and 
they  are  abundantly  granted  to  believers  in  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb.  Nor  let  any  penitent  and  holy 
believer  doubt  of  sufficient  grace,  or  of  eternal  glory, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  "  For  of  His  ful- 
ness all  may  receive,  and  grace  for  grace."  (Rom.  ix. 
23 ;  Eph.  iii.  16,  17 ;  John  i.  16.)  "  And  my  God 
shall  supply  all  your  need,  according  to  His  riches 
in  glory,  by  Christ  Jesus."  (Phil.  iv.  19.)  The 
riches  of  Christ,  though  so  long  applied,  and  so 
abundantly  expended,  are  as  abundant,  and  as  pre- 
cious as  ever ;  and  we,  as  confidently  as  St.  Paul,  in- 
vite you  to  partake  of  these  riches*  Though  for  ever 
used,  they  will  be  for  ever  undiminished ;  though 
they  continually  enrich  millions  for  ever,  they  never 
lose  their  value.  Sufficient  have  they  been  for 
millions  in  ages  past ;  sufficient  will  they  be  for 
millions  in  ages  yet  to  come ;  and  after  they  have 
enriched  countless  millions  with  all  the  treasures  of 
eternal  life  in  heaven,  they  will  still  be  undiminished, 
still  unsearchable. 

Further : 

(3.)  They  are  unsearchable  in  sum  and  in  worth. 

A  thousand   worlds  could  not  redeem  one  soul 
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from  eternal  pain,  nor  purchase  eternal  joy  for  one 
soul.  But  the  riches  of  Christ  have  not  only  re- 
deemed unnumbered  souls  from  an  eternal  hell,  but 
purchased  an  eternal  heaven  for  unnumbered  souls. 
The  magnitude  of  His  mercy,  the  benignity  of  His 
kindness,  the  strength  of  His  love  in  the  redemption 
of  sinners,  can  neither  be  calculated  nor  conceived. 
No  mortal  tongue  can  express ;  no  created  mind 
can  comprehend,  the  riches  of  His  grace  !  In  every 
attempt  to  calculate  the  sum,  or  to  imagine  the  worth 
of  these  riches,  the  utmost  powers  of  calculation  will 
be  baffled,  and  the  utmost  efforts  of  imagination  be 
confounded.  Though  angels  were  the  students  of 
redeeming  love,  and  eternity  the  duration  of  their 
study  ;  yet  the  riches  of  Christ  would  ever  disclose 
new  treasures,  and  display  new  glories, — unutterable 
and  inconceivable. 

No  one,  in  earth  or  heaven,  can  separately  count 
the  riches  of  His  wisdom  ;  or  the  riches  of  His 
atonement ;  or  the  riches  of  righteousness  ;  or  the 
riches  of  His  Spirit ;  or  the  riches  of  His  merits ; 
or  the  riches  of  His  glory  ;  who  then  can  count  the 
sum  of  all  these  riches  together  ?  0  it  is  a  sum,  all 
sum  exceeding — a  sum  for  ever  telling,  but  never 
told ;  a  sum  incalculable,  and  unsearchable  ! 

In  ages  to  come,  God  will  show  the  exceeding 
riches  of  His  grace  in  His  kindness  to  perishing 
sinners  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  Future 
generations  of  penitent  sinners  shall  abundantly 
partake  the  riches  of  His  grace.  All  created  intel- 
ligences in  all  future  worlds  shall  see  these  riches 
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for  ever  manifested,  but  never  measured  ;  for  ever 
enjoyed,  but  never  exhausted.  For,  as  before  the 
coming  of  Christ  angels  of  glorious  might,  with  an 
intensity  of  study  to  men  unknown,  looked  into  the 
prophecies  of  the  sufferings  of  their  Lord ;  so  will 
the  same  angels,  as  the  volume  of  redeeming  love 
unrols  in  heaven,  with  increasing  eagerness  study 
through  eternity  the  riches  of  His  grace  in  the  re- 
demption of  sinners.  And  as  new  wonders  rise 
before  their  studious  minds,  they  will  with  new 
raptures  join  the  new  song,  "  Worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  honour,  and  power, 
and  riches,  and  blessing."  (Eph.  ii.  7  ;  Col.  i.  23.) 

Such  is  the  SUBLIMITY  OF  THE  SERMON  ;  "  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ." 

We  now  hasten  to  review, 

III.    THE    VASTNESS  OF  THE  CONGREGATION. 

"  It  was  the  whole  Gentile  world." 

1.  Our  blessed  Lord,  appearing  in  overwhelming 
glory,  said  to  St.  Paul,  "  I  now  send  thee  to  the 
Gentiles  to  turn  them  from  darkness  to  light,  and 
from  the  power  of  Satan  to  God."  Again,  appear- 
ing in  heavenly  vision,  Christ  said  to  him,  "  I  will 
send  thee  far  hence  to  the  Gentiles."  (Acts  xxii. 
21 ;  xxvi.  27.)  "  For  when,"  writes  he,  "  it  pleased 
God  to  call  me  by  His  grace,  He  sent  me  to  preach 
Christ  to  the  heathen."  (Gal.  i.  16.)  "I  am 
ordained  an  apostle  of  Jesus  Christ ;  I  am  appointed 
a  preacher  of  the  Gospel  to  the  Gentiles."  (2  Tim.  i. 
11;  1  Tim.  i.  11,  12.)  "A  dispensation  of  the 
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grace  of  God  is  given  unto  me  by  the  effectual 
working  of  His  power,  that  I  should,"  as  the  minister 
of  Jesus  Christ,  preach  "  the  Gospel  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, that  the  offering  up  of  the  Gentiles,  being 
sanctified  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  might  be  acceptable 
to  God."  (Rom.  xv.  16  ;  Eph.  iii.  2—7.)  "  For- 
asmuch," therefore,  "  as  I  am  the  apostle  of  the 
Gentiles,  I  magnify  my  office."  (Rom.  xi.  13.) 
My  apostleship  and  commission  are  immediately 
from  heaven ;  my  apostleship  extends  to  all  nations ; 
my  commission  includes  the  whole  world.  (Rom.  i. 
5.)  How  vast  was  the  congregation  of  St.  Paul ! 
It  spread  over  the  face  of  the  whole  globe  ;  it  com- 
prehended nearly  the  whole  race  of  mankind.  The 
population  of  the  world  in  his  time  was  probably  as 
great  as  in  our  time,  or  nearly  one  thousand  mil- 
lions of  souls.  The  wide  extent,  and  the  uncounted 
multitudes  of  his  congregation,  were  enough  to 
appal  any  mind  ;  but  appalling  as  might  be  the  ex- 
tent and  multitudes  of  his  charge,  it  was  still  more 
appalling  to  know  that  all  this  charge  of  one  thou- 
sand millions  of  souls  were  perishing  in  their  sins. 

2.  St.  Paul  himself  proclaims  the  perishing  state 
of  the  Gentiles.  "  Ye  Gentiles,"  he  writes,  "  were 
without  Christ,  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of 
Israel,  strangers  to  the  covenants  of  promise,  having 
no  hope,  and  without  God  in  the  world." 

"  They  were  without  Christ."  No  revelation  of 
Christ  had  ever  delighted  their  ears ;  no  prophet  of 
heaven  had  ever  instructed  their  minds ;  no  promise 
of  salvation  had  ever  cheered  their  souls.  They 
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were  utterly  separated  from  Christ.     They  knew  not 
of  access  to  God  by  the  blood  of  Jesus ;   nor  of 
meetness  for  heaven  by  the  sanctification  of   His 
Spirit.     Being  without  Christ,  "  they  were  also  with- 
out hope."     The  resurrection  of  the  body,  the  im- 
mortality of  the  soul,   and  an  eternity  of  joy  in 
heaven,    are   brought   to   light    by  the    Gospel  of 
Christ ;   but  the  Gentiles  having  never  heard  the 
glad  sound  of  the  Gospel,  could  have  no  hope  of 
the  resurrection  of  the  body,  of  the  immortality  of 
the  soul,    of  an    eternity  of  blessedness.     "  They 
were  without  God,  or  atheists  in  the  world"     They 
were  without  the  one  true  God  ;  but  they  were  not 
without  many  false  gods,  or  abominable  idols.    They 
worshipped  images  of  carved  wood  or  sculptured 
stone,  of  chased  silver  or  graven  gold ;    and  they 
often  sacrificed  to  the  fabled  demons  of  poets,  or  to 
the  departed  spirits  of  men ;  but  in  such  worship 
they  worshipped  only  Satan  himself;  and  in  such 
sacrificing    "  they  sacrificed  not  to   God,    but    to 
devils." 

The  worship  of  their  idols  was  often  splendidly 
seductive,  sometimes  tremendously  cruel,  always 
unutterably  unclean.  Their  temples  were  the  re- 
cesses of  unspeakable  debaucheries ;  their  priests 
and  their  priestesses  were  the  shame  and  disgrace 
of  human  nature.  Darkened  in  mind  and  hardened 
in  heart — past  understanding  and  past  feeling,  they 
gave  themselves  over  to  lasciviousness,  and  to  work 
all  uncleanness  with  greediness.  "  But  it  is  a  shame 
even  to  speak  of  those  things,  which  are  done  of 
them  in  secret." 


316       A  PREACHER,  A  SERMON,  AND 

What  was  the  common  practice  of  the  heathen 
nations  in  their  best  estate,  we  may  learn   from  St. 
Paul's  own  account  of  the   Romans,  when  imperial 
Rome  gloried  in    her    civilisation,  and    ruled    the 
world.     "  They  were  given  up  to  a  reprobate  mind, 
to  abominable  idolatries,    and   unutterable  crimes. 
Being  filled  with  all   unrighteousness,   fornication, 
wickedness,    covetousness,    maliciousness ;     full    of 
envy,  murder,  debate,  deceit,  malignity;  whisperers, 
backbiters,  haters  of  God,  despiteful,  proud,  boasters, 
inventors  of    evil  things  ;    disobedient  to  parents, 
without  understanding,  covenant  breakers,  without 
natural  affection,  implacable,  unmerciful."     (Rorn.  i. 
28 — 31.)     If  then,  as  the  same  apostle  reasons,  all 
who  sin  without  law,  must  perish  without  law,   the 
heathen  nations  are  in  a  perishing  state.     And  who 
can   think,    without   tears  and    trembling,   of    one 
thousand  millions  of  souls  perishing  in  their  sins  ? 
St.  Paul  had  a  full  view  and  a  right  feeling  of  the 
perishing  state  of  the  Gentiles,   and  laboured  to  the 
utmost  to  save  them.     His  travels  and  his  toils,  his 
pains  and  his  perils  in  preaching  to  them  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ,  were  beyond  conception 
wonderful.     "  In  labours  abundant,  in  stripes  above 
measure,  in  prisons  frequent,  in  deaths  oft.     Thrice, 
says  he,  was  I  beaten  with  rods,  once  was  I  stoned, 
thrice  I  suffered  shipwreck,  a  night  and  a  day  have 
I  been  in  the  deep.     In  journey  ings  often,  in  perils 
of  waters,  in  perils  of  robbers,   in  perils  by  mine 
own  countrymen,  in  perils  by  the  heathen,  in  perils 
in  the  city,  in  perils  in  the  wilderness,   in   perils  in 
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the  sea,  in  perils  among  false  brethren  ;  in  weariness 
and  painfulness ;  in  watchings  often,  in  hunger  and 
thirst,  in  fastings  often,  in  cold  and  nakedness. 
Besides  those  things  which  are  without,  that  which 
cometh  upon  me  daily,  the  care  of  all  the  churches." 
(2  Cor.  xi.  23 — 28.)  From  travels  and  toils,  from 
pains  and  perils  like  these,  human  nature  must 
have  shrunk,  if  divine  grace  had  not  triumphed  over 
human  nature,  and  enabled  St.  Paul  to  reckon  the 
preaching  of  Christ  not  only  an  unspeakable  privi- 
lege, but  an  inconceivable  delight.  Chiefly  by  his 
means,  the  Gospel  flew,  as  on  the  wings  of  an  eagle, 
"  into  all  the  world,"  and  was  preached,  as  with  a 
tongue  of  fire,  "  to  every  creature  under  heaven." 
Everywhere  "  the  preaching  of  Christ  was  riches 
to  the  Gentiles."  "  Now  thanks  be  unto  God,"  he 
exclaims,  "  who  always  causeth  us  to  triumph  in 
Christ  in  every  place."  (2  Cor.  ii.  14  ;  Col.  i.  6, 
and  ii.  3  ;  Rom.  xv.  19,  24,  26  ;  Gal.  i.  17—21.) 
O,  what  an  example  is  St,  Paul  to  all  Christian 
ministers,  and  Christian  missionaries ;  to  all  who 
feel,  as  he  felt,  the  love  of  Christ ;  who  prize,  as  he 
prized,  the  blood  of  atonement ;  who  knew,  as  he 
knew,  the  worth  of  souls,  how  incalculably  im- 
portant, how  inexpressibly  delightful,  is  it  to  preach 
Christ  to  the  heathen  !  "  Unto  Me,  who  am  less 
than  the  least  of  all  saints,  is  this  grace  given,  that  I 
should  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ." 

To  conclude : 

We  British  Christians,  are  Gentiles;  and  it  is  be- 
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lieved  by  many  learned  men,  that  1780  years  ago, 
St.  Paul  himself,  who  wrote  our  text,  first  preached 
the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  to  the  Gentiles  of 
Britain.  However  this  may  be,  our  country  Britain, 
in  the  time  of  St.  Paul,  was  deemed  the  extremity 
of  the  habitable  globe,  and  was  inhabited  by  the 
most  ignorant  and  savage  race  of  Gentiles.  And 
certainly  in  the  time  of  St.  Paul,  in  the  first  century 
of  Christianity,  some  holy  Evangelist,  some  heroic 
missionary,  crossed  the  British  Channel,  and  preached 
the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  to  British  Gen- 
tiles. Commissioned  by  the  Son,  and  qualified  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  with  the  love  of  Christ  in  his 
heart,  and  the  word  of  Christ  in  his  hand,  he  sounded 
the  trumpet  of  salvation  to  the  perishing  Gentiles  of 
this  beautiful  island.  From  that  time  to  the  present 
day,  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  have  dwelt  in 
our  borders ;  and  the  tidings  of  salvation  have  been 
heard  in  our  land.  And  through  the  dispersion  of 
the  Scriptures  and  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  have  in  our  land,  at 
the  present  time,  been  more  abundantly  displayed 
than  in  ages  past.  Our  country  at  the  present  time 
is  in  every  respect  superior  to  every  other  country 
under  heaven ;  and  our  country  owes  this  distin- 
guished superiority  to  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord.  For 
our  country  is  superior  to  other  countries,  because, 
through  the  kindness  of  God,  she  has  possessed,  for 
a  longer  period,  and  in  greater  abundance,  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ.  But,  my  brethren,  let 
us  not  forget,  that  seven  hundred  millions  of  Gentiles, 
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such  Gentiles  as  were   your  British  fathers  eighteen 
hundred  years  ago,  have  never  heard  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ  our  Saviour.     They  are  perishing  in 
their  ignorance  and  their  sins ;    they  are  passing 
every  moment   unsanctified   and    unsaved   into  an 
eternal  world.    We  bask  in  the  full  blaze  of  spiritual 
light ;  we  abound  in  the  boundless  stores  of  spiritual 
riches ;  but  they,  hapless  Gentiles,  are  wrapt  in  the 
thickest  glooms  of  spiritual  darkness;  they  are  dying 
in   the    utmost    wretchedness  of  spiritual  poverty. 
Nor  will  you,  by  giving  them  light,   diminish  your 
own ;    nor    will    you,    by    sending    them     riches, 
impoverish   yourselves.      Rather,    by  giving   them 
light,  your  own  light  will  be  brightened ;  and  by 
sending    them    riches,    your    own    riches   will    be 
improved.     Will    you,    then,    suffer   the   ignorant 
Gentiles  to  sit  in  spiritual  darkness  ?   Will  you  per- 
mit the  poor  heathen  to  die  in  spiritual  poverty  ? 
Will  you  keep  the  riches  of  eternal  life  entirely  to 
yourselves  ?  Will  you  keep   the  light  of  eternal  sal- 
vation from  those  who,  by  millions,  are  perishing  in 
their  sins  ?     No,  my  brethren,   no  !    You  cannot  do 
this,  if  you  be  Christians.     If  the  light  of  salvation 
has  shone  into  your  minds,   you  cannot  but  afford 
that  light  to  the  benighted  Gentiles.     If  the  life  of 
God  has  been  breathed  into  your  souls,  you  cannot 
but   endeavour  to    communicate    that  life    to    the 
perishing  heathen.     If  the  love  of  Christ  be  shed  in 
your  hearts,  there  is  nothing  which  you  will  not  do, 
nothing  which  you  will  not  suffer,  nothing  which 
you  will  not  give  for  His  sake.    All  Christians,  how- 
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ever,  are  not  required  to  go  out  themselves  as  mis- 
sionaries ;  but  every  Christian,  who  has  himself  par- 
taken of  the  riches  of  Christ,  is  required,  on  peril  of 
salvation,  to  pray,  and  labour,  and  contribute  to 
send  out  missionaries  to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the 
heathen.  Remember  then,  my  brethren,  that  Christ, 
who  was  enthroned  on  the  treasures  of  the  universe, 
made  Himself  poor  to  enrich  you.  Remember  the 
riches  which  He  has  given  you,  and  then  give  to  the 
Gentiles  for  His  sake ;  give  to  the  Gentiles  for  the 
sake  of  Him,  who  gave  Himself  for  you.  Remem- 
ber the  seven  hundred  millions  of  poor  Gentiles, 
who  are  perishing  in  their  sins ;  and  remember  also, 
that  He  who  redeemed  you  with  His  own  blood, 
commands  you  to  send  the  Gospel  of  salvation  to 
the  perishing  Gentiles.  May  the  Spirit  of  God 
now  incline  your  hearts  to  obey  the  command  of 
your  Redeemer.  May  the  grace  of  heaven  now 
descend  on  your  souls,  that  you  may  contribute,  as 
you  ought,  to  send  out  missionaries  to  preach  the 
unsearchable  riches  of  Christ  to  the  Gentiles. 
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SERMON  XXII. 

AN  EXHORTATION  TO  CARELESS  SINNERS. 

EPH.  v.  14. 

Awake,  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead, 
and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light. 

JONAH,  you  know,  was  the  most  wayward  prophet 
of  God  ;  and  Nineveh  was,  we  believe,  the  most 
wicked  city  in  the  world  :  and  God  commanded  His 
prophet  to  denounce  His  vengeance  against  this 
city.  Jonah,  instead  of  obeying  the  divine  com- 
mand, fled  to  Joppa,  on  the  seaside,  took  ship, 
and  sailed  to  Tarshish.  But  God  raised  a  mighty 
tempest  in  the  sea,  and  the  ship  in  which  Jonah 
sailed  was  like  to  be  broken.  The  mariners,  in  their 
fright,  cast  the  wares  of  the  ship  into  the  sea,  and 
cried  every  man  to  his  god.  But  Jonah  was  gone 
down  to  the  side  of  the  ship,  and  there  he  lay  fast 
asleep  in  the  storm.  The  shipmaster,  therefore,  came 
to  him,  and  said,  "  What  meane'st  thou,  0  sleeper  ? 
arise,  and  call  upon  thy  God  !"  Of  what  persons, 
think  ye,  is  the  sleeping  Jonah  a  picture  ?  What 
sort  of  persons  does  the  sleeping  Jonah  resemble  ? 

VOL.  II.  Y 
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Perhaps  some  of  ourselves.  Jonah  sleeping  in  the 
midst  of  the  storm  is  the  resemblance  or  the  picture 
of  those  persons,  who,  though  exposed  to  the  storms 
of  divine  vengeance,  are  yet  fast  asleep  in  their  sins. 
To  such  persons  our  text  is  addressed  :  "  Awake, 
thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and 
Christ  shall  give  thee  light." 

On  these  words  we  may  ground  three  inquiries  : 

I.  What  is  the  natural  state  of  sinners  ? 

II.  What  is  the  duty  of  sinners  in  their  natural 
state  ? 

III.  What   encouragement  God  gives  to   sinners 
in  their  natural  state  to  perform  their  duty  ? 

Our  first  inquiry  is, 

I.  WHAT  is  THE  NATURAL  STATE  OF  SINNERS  ?  It 
is  a  state  of  sleep  and  death  !  "  Awake,  thou  that 
sleepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead" 

Sleep  and  death,  in  the  text,  may  signify  nearly 
the  same  thing;  yet,  death  is  the  stronger  term, 
and  deepens  and  darkens  the  natural  state  of  sinners. 
These  terms,  however,  must  be  understood,  not  lite- 
rally or  bodily,  but  figuratively  or  spiritually ;  for 
sinners  are  wakeful  enough  with  respect  to  the  body, 
and  lively  enough  with  regard  to  the  world ;  but, 
they  are  asleep  with  respect  to  the  soul  and  holi- 
ness, and  dead  with  regard  to  God  and  heaven.  To 
be  asleep,  and  to  be  dead ;  or  to  be  spiritually  in  a 
state  of  sleep  and  death  ;  gives  the  ideas  of  security, 
insensibility,  and  corruption. 

1.   Sinners  are  in  a  state  of  security. 
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They  are  unalarmed  and  untroubled  ;  they  are  at 
ease  and  quiet ;  they  are  asleep.  Neither  convic- 
tions of  sin,  nor  reproofs  of  conscience,  nor  fears  of 
death,  nor  terrors  of  judgment,  nor  dread  of  ever- 
lasting burnings,  disturbs  the  slumbers  of  their  souls. 
They  are  asleep  in  spiritual  darkness.  There  is  no 
light  in  their  minds  ;  the  eyes  of  their  understanding 
are  closed ;  the  night  of  spiritual  ignorance  wraps 
their  souls ;  the  shades  of  eternal  night  brood  over 
their  spirits ;  and  they  sleep  on  securely  in  their 

sins.     Though  in  the  midst  of  enemies,  and  in  them- 
es ' 

selves  perfectly  helpless,  they  feel  secure,  and  will 
not  pray  to  God  for  help.  Though  the  robber  death 
waylays  them  every  step ;  though  the  murderer 
Satan  ever  seeks  to  destroy  their  souls ;  though  the 
Eternal  Judge  stands  before  their  door ;  they  cry, 
"  Peace  and  safety,"  and  sleep  on  securely  in  their 


sins  ! 

2.  Sinners  are  in  a  state  of  insensibility. 

As  a  man  asleep  is  insensible  of  everything  around 
him  ;  so  sinners  are  insensible  of  all  spiritual  things. 
As  a  corpse  in  the  grave  is  unaffected  by  the  things 
of  earth ;  so  sinners  are  unaffected  by  the  things  of 
heaven.  With  regard  to  the  things  of  the  soul  and  of 
God,  they  are  asleep  and  dead.  But,  as  men  asleep, 
they  often  dream;  and  their  dreams,  like  other 
dreams,  are  illusive  and  wild,  inconsistent  and  inco- 
herent, made  up  of  false  objects  and  pursuits,  false 
hopes  and  fears,  false  joys  and  sorrows.  Could  the 
projects  and  pursuits  of  men  asleep  in  sin  be  exactly 
told,  they  would  appear  as  wild  and  as  wandering,  as 

Y2 
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inconsistent  and  as  incoherent  as  a  dream,  or  vision 
of  the  night.  One  man  violates  the  holy  rest  of  the 
sabbath,  and  neglects  the  public  worship  of  God ; 
yet,  asleep  in  sin,  he  dreams  of  worshipping  God 
through  an  eternal  sabbath.  Another  man,  who  is 
guilty  of  idleness  or  drunkenness,  of  lying  or  dis- 
honesty, yet,  asleep  in  sin,  he  dreams  of  future  hap- 
piness in  a  state  of  holiness.  The  man  of  business, 
who  neglects  the  care  of  his  soul,  and  desires  only 
prosperity  in  this  world,  yet,  asleep  in  sin,  dreams 
of  prosperity  in  the  world  to  come.  The  man  of 
science,  who  contemns  the  knowledge  of  Christ  cru- 
cified, and  seeks  only  for  earthly  wisdom,  yet,  asleep 
in  sin,  dreams  of  knowing  Christ  in  glory.  The 
lover  of  money,  who  despises  the  riches  of  Christ, 
and  covets  only  the  riches  of  time,  yet,  asleep  in 
sin,  dreams  of  the  riches  of  eternity.  The  lover 
of  fame,  who  pants  only  for  the  honours  of  the 
world,  yet,  asleep  in  sin,  dreams  of  the  honours  and 
glories  of  heaven.  The  lover  of  pleasure, who  hungers 
only  for  the  gratification  of  the  body,  yet,  asleep 
in  sin,  dreams  of  happiness  for  his  soul  hereafter. 
But  sinners,  like  men  asleep  or  dead,  are  insen- 
sible of  spiritual  things.  The  natural  man  receiv- 
eth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God.  "  Pre- 
sent the  most  finished  picture  before  the  eyes  of 
a  person  asleep ;  he  perceives  none  of  its  beauty ; 
he  sees  none  of  its  perfections.  Present  the  pic- 
ture of  our  natural  deformity,  or  of  our  merciful 
Redeemer,  before  the  eyes  of  those  who  are  asleep 
in  sin  ;  and  they  see  neither  the  deformity  of  their 
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nature,  nor  the  loveliness  of  Christ.  Relate  to  a 
man  in  deep  sleep  the  most  interesting  intelligence, 
or  play  to  him  on  the  finest  instrument ;  but  he  is 
not  affected  ;  he  hears  nothing  at  all.  To  as  little 
purpose  does  the  preacher  proclaim  the  tidings  of 
salvation,  or  thunder  the  terrors  of  judgment,  to  ob- 
durate worldlings,  or  to  men  asleep  in  sin.  Cast  on 
a  man,  who  is  wrapped  in  his  shroud  and  laid  in  his 
coffin,  the  sweetest  flowers,  and  cover  him  with  the 
richest  spices  ;  but,  to  the  dead  man  the  spices  have 
no  sweetness,  the  flowers  no  fragrance.  To  as  little 
purpose  does  the  preacher  offer  to  those,  who  are 
dead  in  sin,  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel,  or  the  con- 
solations of  the  Spirit."*  Until  they  are  quickened 
by  "  the  Spirit  of  life,"  they  are  insensible  of  spiri- 
tual things, — incompetent  to  spiritual  perceptions, 
incapable  of  spiritual  actions. 

3.    Sinners  are  in  a  state  of  corruption. 

They  are  like  bodies  turning  to  corruption  in  the 
grave.  They  are  corrupt  in  all  their  mental  faculties  ; 
debased  in  all  their  natural  affections ;  depraved  in 
all  their  bodily  powers.  They  are  corrupt  in  nature, 
and  dead  in  sin.  They  are  degraded  in  understand- 
ing ;  "  they  receive  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
God."  They  are  perverse  in  will ;  they  will  not  sub- 
mit to  the  will  of  God,  "  nor  will  they  come  to 
Christ  for  life."  They  rely  on  their  own  judg- 
ment and  choose  their  own  way.  They  uniformly 
reject  things  spiritual ;  and  uniformly  prefer  tempo- 
ral things.  In  their  words  they  may  admit  the 
*  Bishop  Home. 
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authority  of  God,  but  in  their  conduct  they  cry, 
"  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  should  serve  Him  ?  Or, 
Who  is  the  Almighty,  that  I  should  obey  Him  ?" 
They  are  carnal  in  their  affections ;  they  set  their 
hearts  not  on  things  above,  but  on  things  below ; 
and  indulge,  without  restraint,  "  the  lust  of  the 
flesh,  the  lust  of  the  eye,  and  the  pride  of  life." 
They  are,  as  the  apostle  writes,  "  earthly,  sensual, 
devilish."  They  are  sinful  in  their  practice ;  they 
love  sin  and  hate  holiness ;  they  neglect  duty,  and 
practise  unrighteousness ;  they  neglect  prayer,  and 
the  Scriptures,  and  the  worship  of  God ;  but,  pursue 
the  pleasures,  the  riches,  and  the  honours  of  the 
world.  They  care  for  the  body  as  if  they  had  no 
soul,  and  live  to  themselves  and  the  world,  as  if 
there  were  neither  God  nor  heaven. 

Their  nature  is  corrupt.  "  Their  heart  is  deceitful 
above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked."  "  Every 
imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  the  heart  is  only  evil 
continually.  "  Out  of  the  heart  all  evil  proceeds; 
for  the  heart  of  the  sons  of  men  is  full  of  evil." 
Their  conversation  is  corrupt.  "  Corrupt  com- 
munication proceeds  out  of  their  mouth."  "  Their 
throat  is  an  open  sepulchre."  The  poison  of  asps 
is  under  their  lips."  "  Their  mouth  is  full  of  cursing 
and  bitterness."  "  With  their  tongues  they  use 
deceit  and  falsehood."  "  Their  doings  are  corrupt ; 
in  conduct  "  they  are  become  filthy."  "  They  have 
done  abominable  iniquity."  "  They  are  altogether 
become  unprofitable."  "  To  every  good  work  they 
are  reprobate."  "  There  is  none  that  doeth  good, 
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no,  not  one."  "  Original  sin  is  the  corruption  of  the 
nature  of  every  man,  whereby  he  is  very  far  gone 
from  original  righteousness,  and  is  of  his  own  nature 
inclined  to  evil,  so  that  the  flesh  lusteth  always  con- 
trary to  the  Spirit ;  and  therefore,  in  every  person 
born  into  this  world,  it  deserveth  God's  wrath  and 
damnation."* 

"  That  which  is  born  of  the  flesh  is  flesh ;"  as  if 
sinners  in  their  natural  state  can  hear  their  own 
state  described,  and  their  own  danger  proclaimed, 
and  yet  be  as  insensible  and  unmoved,  as  those 
who  are  asleep,  or  dead.  O  that  there  were  no 
cause  to  fear  that  some  of  you,  who  have  heard 
your  state  described,  and  your  danger  proclaimed, 
would  not  this  morning  go  away  as  you  came, 
asleep  in  your  sins,  and  dead  to  your  God ! 

We  proceed  to  inquire, 

II.    WHAT  is  THE  DUTY  OF  SINNERS  IN    THEIR 

NATURAL  STATE  ? 

I.  It  is  their  duty  to  awake  from  sleep,  and  to 
arise  from  the  dead. 

"  Awake  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise  from  the 
dead."  This  command  is  given  not  to  others,  but  to 
ourselves  ;  not  to  ourselves  as  a  body,  but  to  our- 
selves as  individuals,  and  to  every  individual  among 
us.  "  Awake  thou  that  sleepest,  and  Christ  will 
give  thee  light."  When  God  gives  a  command,  He 
also  gives  power  to  obey  it.  The  man  with  the 

*  See  Article  ix.     Homily  xxviii.,  p.  430,  and  372 — 392.  . 
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withered  hand  was  unable  of  himself  to  obey  the 
command  of  Christ,  or  to  stretch  out  his  hand ;  but 
in  attempting  to  obey  the  command,  his  hand  was 
restored  as  the  other.  When  God  sends  the  Gospel 
of  His  Son  to  any  persons,  it  is  a  proof  that  He 
wishes  those  persons  to  be  saved.  For,  wherever 
the  Gospel  of  His  Son  is  preached,  the  aid  of  His 
Spirit  is  promised  ;  and  to  all,  who,  while  they  hear 
the  Gospel  of  Christ,  pray  for  the  aid  of  His  Spirit, 
this  aid  is  afforded ;  and  thus  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  is  made  effectual  to  salvation.  When  the 
Gospel,  therefore,  has  been  heard  and  received  in 
the  heart,  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  sought  and 
cherished;  but  when  the  Gospel  has  been  heard  and 
rejected,  the  Holy  Spirit  has  been  neglected  and 
resisted.  You,  therefore,  who  have  heard  and  re- 
jected the  Gospel  of  Christ,  continue  asleep  in  your 
sins,  and  regardless  of  the  danger  of  your  souls. 
But  your  security  in  sin,  and  your  insensibility  of 
danger,  so  far  from  excusing  your  disobedience  to 
God,  involve  you  in  the  deepest  guilt.  You  "  love 
darkness  rather  than  light,  because  your  deeds  are 
evil."  Your  commission  of  sin,  and  your  love  of 
the  world,  harden  your  heart,  and  disable  you  from 
duty.  Your  conduct  defies  the  authority  of  your 
God,  and  deserves  the  vengeance  of  His  punishment. 
For  God  is  not  deprived  of  His  right  to  command, 
because  you  have  lost  the  power  to  obey.  But 
still  he  commands  you  to  repent  and  believe ; 
still  He  calls  you  to  holiness  and  glory.  Obey  the 
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divine  command.  Comply  with  the  heavenly  call. 
Listen  to  His  Gospel.  Pray  for  His  Spirit.  "  Do 
His  will,  and  thou  shalt  know  of  the  doctrine 
whether  it  be  of  God."  "  Awake,  thou  that  sleepest. 
Arise  thou  that  art  dead.  Awake,  arise!  and  Christ 
will  give  thee  light  and  life." 

2.  "  Awake"  sinner,  "  awake" 

Sleep  no  longer  in  thy  sins.  Canst  thou  be  at 
ease  in  the  midst  of  thine  offences  ?  Canst  thou  be 
secure  on  the  brink  of  destruction?  Canst  thou 
dream  in  the  night  of  ignorance,  when  the  day  of 
salvation  has  dawned  ?  Canst  thou  slumber  in  the 
darkness  of  wickedness,  when  the  sun  of  righteous- 
ness has  risen  ?  Awake,  sinner,  awake  !  Awake,  and 
open  thine  eyes.  Look  upon  thy  life,  and  look  into 
thine  heart.  Look  backward  to  thine  original,  and 
look  forward  to  thy  doom.  Look  upward  to  heaven, 
and  look  downward  to  hell.  Look  on  every  side, 
and  see  the  broad  way  of  destruction  crowded  with 
sinners,  while  "  the  narrow  path  of  holiness  has  only 
here  and  there  a  passenger."  Awake,  then,  and 
consider  thy  ways,  thy  state,  and  thy  danger.  Con- 
sider the  evil  of  sin,  and  the  vanity  of  the  world. 
Consider  the  frailty  of  thy  body,  and  the  uncertainty 
of  thy  life.  Consider  the  nearness  of  death,  and  the 
severity  of  judgment.  Consider  the  majesty  of  God, 
and  the  strictness  of  His  law.  Consider  the  worth 
of  thy  soul,  and  the  vastness  of  eternity. 

3.  "  Arise"  sinner,  "  arise !" 

Shake  off  the  death-like  lethargy  of  thy  soul. 
Disperse  the  delusive  dreamings  of  thy  mind.  Spring 
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from  the  bed  of  wickedness,  turn  from  the  road  of 
destruction.  No  longer  live  in  sin;  no  longer  follow 
the  world ;  no  longer  walk  with  the  ungodly  ;  no 
longer  have  fellowship  with  the  unfruitful  works  of 
darkness ;  no  longer  go  to  places,  or  engage  in  em- 
ployments, which  are  temptations  and  snares  to  thy 
soul.  "  Arise,"  sinner,  and  repent  of  thy  sins.  "Arise, 
penitent,  and  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance. 
"  Arise,"  and  read  the  Scriptures.  "  Arise,"  and 
listen  to  the  Gospel.  "  Arise,"  and  be  holy  in  all 
thy  conduct.  Above  all,  "  Arise,"  and  call  upon 
thy  God.  Call  upon  Him  for  mercy  through  Christ 
Jesus.  Confess  thy  sins  at  His  footstool,  and  beg 
for  pardon  through  the  blood  of  His  Son.  Confess 
thy  corruption,  and  pray  for  His  Spirit  to  renew 
thy  heart.  Thus  thy  soul  will  be  justified,  and  thy 
life  will  be  reformed ;  thus  wilt  thou  be  adopted  into 
the  family  of  God,  and  be  made  an  heir  of  the  king- 
dom of  heaven.  Be  sincere,  and  God  will  hear  thee. 
Be  in  earnest,  and  He  will  approve  thee.  Exert  thy- 
self, and  He  will  Help  thee.  Look  to  Christ,  and  Christ 
will  save  thee.  "  Awake  thou  that  sleepest,  and  arise 
from  the  dead,  and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light." 
But,  we  hasten  to  inquire, 

III.  WHAT  ENCOURAGEMENT  GOD  GIVES  TO  SIN- 
NERS IN  THEIR  NATURAL  STATE  TO  PERFORM  THEIR 
DUTY  ? 

"  Christ  shall  give  them  light."  This  promise  is 
their  encouragement  to  awake  out  of  sleep.  Light, 
in  Scripture,  signifies  knowledge,  holiness,  joy,  and 


CARELESS    SINNERS.  331 

glory ;  and  to  every  one,  who  wakes  from  the  sleep, 
and  arises  from  the  death  of  sin,  will  knowledge  and 
holiness  and  joy  and  glory  by  Christ  be  given. 
"  He  will  give  grace  and  glory ;  and  no  good  thing 
will  He  withhold  from  them  that  walk  uprightly." 

1 .  Christ  will  give  the  light  of  knowledge. 
Ignorant  and  erroneous  as  thou  art  by  nature, 

wandering  and  wayward  as  thou  art  in  practice, 
Christ  will,  by  His  Spirit,  lead  thee  into  all  truth  ; 
and  by  His  word  will  make  thee  wise  unto  salvation. 
He  will  open  thine  understanding  to  study  and 
to  understand  the  scriptures,  and  dispose  thy  heart 
to  love  and  obey  them.  He  will  teach  thee  thy  ruin 
by  sin,  and  thy  need  of  salvation.  He  will  teach 
thee  thine  utter  helplessness,  and  the  utter  inability 
of  every  creature  to  help  thee.  He  will  teach  thee 
that  He  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  and 
that  He  shed  His  blood  to  save  thee.  He  will  direct 
the  opened  eyes  of  thy  mind  to  look  to  Christ  cruci- 
fied ;  and  will,  through  faith  in  His  blood,  give  thee 
the  knowledge  of  salvation  by  the  remission  of  thy 
sins.  He  will  shine  like  the  sun  into  thy  heart,  and 
will  give  thee  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory 
of  God  in  the  person  and  work  of  Christ,  and  thou 
with  all  thy  soul  wilt  sing,  "  Yea,  doubtless  ;  and  I 
count  all  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord  !" 
Again  : 

2.  Christ  will  give  the  light  of  holiness. 
Corrupt  and  sinful  by  nature  as  thou  art  ;  Christ, 
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who  is  not  only  our  wisdom,  but  our  sanctification, 
will,  by  His  Spirit,  not  only  enlighten  thy  mind, 
but  "  sanctify  thee  wholly,  body,  soul,  and  spirit." 
He  will  create  in  thee  a  new  heart,  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  within  thee.  He  will  purify  thy  nature, 
thy  temper,  and  thy  conduct.  He  will  cover  thee 
with  the  armour  of  light,  and,  by  doing  justly,  and 
loving  mercy,  and  walking  humbly  with  God,  thy 
holiness  shall  shine  before  men.  He  will  make  thee 
a  child  of  light,  and  by  walking  before  Him  in  the 
light  of  righteousness,  thy  good  works  shall  glorify 
thy  heavenly  Father. 

Further  : 

3.   Christ  will  give  the  light  of  joy. 

"  Man  is  born  to  trouble  as  the  sparks  fly  upwards ; 
and  there  is  no  peace,  saith  my  God,  to  the  wicked." 
Sorrowful  and  miserable,  therefore,  as  thou  art  by 
nature,  Christ  will  give  thee  the  light  of  joy.  As 
thou  goest  forth  weeping  for  sin,  sowing  precious 
seed,  Jesus  looks  on  thee  with  love  and  pity,  knowing 
that,  having  sown  in  tears,  thou  shalt  reap  in  joy. 
For,  as  with  a  broken  heart,  thou  mournest  for  sin, 
and  as  with  a  contrite  spirit,  thou  confessest  thy 
guilt,  Christ  will  give  thee  "  beauty  for  ashes,  the 
oil  of  joy  for  the  tears  of  mourning,  and  the  garment 
of  praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness."  He  will  justify 
thy  soul  by  faith  in  His  blood,  and  thou  shalt  have 
peace  with  God  :  He  will  seal  thee  to  the  day  of 
redemption  by  His  Spirit,  and  thou  shalt  rejoice  in 
hope  of  glory.  As  thou  treadest  in  the  path  of  holi- 
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ness,  He  will  lift  upon  thee  the  light  of  His  counte- 
nance, and  thou  shalt  go  on  thy  way  to  heaven 
rejoicing. 
For,  finally  : 

4.  Christ  will  give  the  light  of  glory . 
Deserving  nothing  but  the  punishment  of  thy 
sins,  and  fit  only  in  thyself  for  destruction,  Christ 
will  not  only  redeem  thee  from  the  darkness  of  hell, 
but  give  thee  the  light  of  heaven.  His  merits  will 
entitle  thee  to  the  crown  of  life ;  His  Spirit  will  fit 
thee  for  the  inheritance  in  light  ;  His  grace  will 
bring  thee  into  that  city,  which  needs  neither  sun 
nor  moon ;  for  the  glory  of  God  does  enlighten  it, 
and  the  Lamb  is  the  light  thereof.  In  that  eternal 
city,  the  Lord  Jesus  will  be  thy  light,  and  thy  God 
will  be  thy  glory.  (Rev.  iii.  21  ;  Rom.  viii.  17  ; 
Isa.  Ix.  19,  20.) 
To  conclude  : 

1.  What  do  you  know  of  this  subject  ?  What  do 
you  know  of  yourselves  ?  What  do  you  know  of 
Jesus  Christ? 

Have  you  discovered  that,  naturally,  you  are 
asleep  in  sin,  and  dead  towards  God  ?  Have  you 
discovered  that,  through  the  corruption  of  your 
nature  and  the  sinfulness  of  your  life,  your  mind 
did  not  acknowledge  God,  nor  your  will  obey  Him, 
nor  your  heart  love  Him,  nor  your  tongue  confess 
Him,  nor  your  conduct  honour  Him  ?  Have  you  dis- 
covered yourselves  to  be  in  darkness,  and  have  you 
prayed  to  Christ  for  light  ?  Have  you  discovered 
your  ignorance,  and  prayed  for  the  light  of  know- 
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ledge  ?  Have  you  felt  the  corruption  of  your 
nature,  and  prayed  for  the  light  of  holiness  ?  Have 
you  mourned  for  the  sins  of  your  life,  and  prayed 
for  the  light  of  joy  ?  Have  you  seen  yourselves 
exposed  to  the  darkness  of  hell,  and  prayed  for 
the  light  of  heaven  ?  Has  Christ  given  you  light  ? 
Has  He  by  His  Spirit  enlightened  your  mind  and 
renewed  your  heart  ?  In  believing  on  His  name, 
has  He  filled  you  with  the  joy  of  pardon,  and 
by  His  work  of  grace  in  your  heart,  has  He  cheered 
you  with  the  hope  of  glory  ?  Have  you  awoke  out 
of  sleep  ?  Have  you  risen  from  the  dead  ?  Have 
you  awoke  from  the  sleep  of  sin  ?  Have  you 
risen  to  the  life  of  righteousness  ?  Have  you  risen 
to  prayer  and  repentance  ?  Have  you  risen  to  faith 
in  Christ,  and  to  holiness  of  life  ? 

2.  The  Gospel  of  Christ,  which  is  never  preached 
in  vain,  has  been  preached  to  you.  The  Gospel 
of  Christ  will  be  to  all  who  hear  it,  a  savour  of 
life,  or  a  savour  of  death  :  it  will  be  a  savour  of  life 
or  death  to  you. 

The  voice  of  Christ,  who  never  calls  in  vain, 
has  called  on  you.  His  call,  in  our  text,  is  made 
to  you  ;  it  is  pointed  at  every  individual  ;  it  is 
directed  to  every  sinner.  0  sinner,  whoever  thou 
art,  it  speaks  to  thee.  "  Awake,  thou  that  sleepest, 
and  Christ  shall  give  thee  light !"  If  thou  obey 
this  call,  Christ  will  give  the  light  of  His  Spirit ; 
if  thou  disobey  it,  He  will  withdraw  His  Spirit,  and 
leave  thee  to  perish  !  Why  wilt  thou  shut  thine  ear 
to  the  call  of  Christ  ?  Why  wilt  thou  steel  thine 
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heart  against  the  striving  of  His  Spirit  ?  Why  wilt 
thou  die  ?  0  that  thou  wouldest  hearken  to  His 
voice,  and  accept  His  salvation  !  O  that  in  this 
thy  day,  thou  wouldest  know  the  things  of  thy 
peace,  before  they  are  hid  from  thy  eyes ! 

But  finally : 

3.  Blessed  are  you,  who,  through  divine  help,  have 
heard  and  obeyed  the  call  of  Christ. 

You  have  risen  from  the  darkness  of  death,  and 
Christ  has  given  you  the  light  of  life.  Once  dark- 
ness, ye  are  now  light  in  the  Lord.  Once  asleep 
in  wickedness,  ye  are  now  awake  to  righteousness. 
Once  dead  in  sin,  ye  are  now  alive  to  God.  Once 
ignorant  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  ye  now  "  walk 
in  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  Once  quite 
careless  of  the  joys  of  heaven,  ye  now  rejoice  in 
hope  of  glory.  The  morning  star  of  heaven  has 
shone  on  your  souls.  The  day  star  of  glory  has 
risen  in  your  hearts.  "  Arise  !  shine,  for  thy  light 
is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon 
thee  !  "  The  night  is  far  spent — the  day  is  at 
hand."  "  The  morning,  which  is  without  clouds," 
will  soon  dawn ;  the  sun,  which  never  sets,  will 
soon  arise ;  the  day,  which  never  ends,  will  soon 
begin.  And,  then,  my  brethren,  Jesus  Christ,  who 
is  the  Light  of  heaven  and  the  Joy  of  angels,  will  be 
your  Light  and  your  Joy  for  ever  and  ever  ! 
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SERMON   XXIII 
THE  FAITHFUL  SAYING. 

1  TIM.  i.  15. 

This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  ac- 
ceptation, that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners. 

ALL  mankind  are  in  a  fallen,  corrupt,  and  perish- 
ing state.  "  All  are  born  in  sin;"  "  all  have  sinned" 
against  God,  and  all  deserve  eternal  punishment ; 
for,  "  the  soul  that  sinneth  shall  die ;  the  wages  of 
sin  is  death."  But,  "  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
believeth  in  Him  might  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life."  For  "  this  is  a  faithful  saying,  and 
worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners." 

Let  us  now  from  these  words  consider, 

The  nature  and  excellency  of  the  Gospel  Message. 

We  are  to  consider, 

I.    THE  NATURE  OF    THE  GoSPEL-MESSAGE. 
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"  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners." 
1.  The  Son  of  God  is  called  Christ  Jesus. 
He  is  truly  God.  He  is  the  only  begotten  Son 
of  God ;  He  is  so  the  Son,  as  to  be  the  equal  of 
God ;  "  He  is  God  over  all  blessed  for  ever."  For, 
as  the  Son  of  God,  He  wears  all  the  names  which 
the  Father  wears ;  possesses  all  the  attributes  which 
the  Father  possesses  ;  performs  all  the  works  which 
the  Father  performs ;  and  receives  all  the  worship 
which  the  Father  receives.  For,  He  is  Messiah, 
the  Messiah  of  God.  He  is  Christ;  He  is  the 
Christ ;  He  is  the  Christ  of  God.  He  is  "  the 
Anointed,"  the  Great  Anointed;  the  Prophet,  Priest, 
and  King  of  His  people.  As  Prophet,  He  is  their 
Teacher,  and  their  Guide ;  as  Priest,  He  is  their 
sacrifice  for  sin,  and  their  advocate  with  God  ;  as 
King,  He  reigns  by  His  Spirit  in  their  hearts,  and 
defends  them  by  His  power  from  their  enemies. 
But  though  He  was  the  Eternal  God,  He  became 
truly  man.  For  He  is  not  only  Christ,  but  Jesus ; 
not  only  the  Messiah  of  God,  but  the  Saviour  of 
men.  He  is  Immanuel ;  God  incarnate,  God  with 
us,  God  and  man  united  in  one  wondrous  per- 
son, Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  For  though  He  was 
born,  He  was  not  begotten,  like  other  men.  He 
was  conceived  of  a  pure  virgin  by  the  Holy  Ghost. 
He  partook  of  our  nature,  without  partaking  of  our 
corruption.  He  was  in  all  respects  a  man,  like  our- 
selves, sin  only  excepted.  Being  sinless  and  incapable 
of  sinning,  He  was  a  perfect  and  meritorious  sacrifice 
for  the  sins  of  mankind.  While  as  "  perfect  man," 
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He  was  qualified  to  suffer  for  our  sins ;  as  truly  God, 
He  was  able  to  redeem  our  souls.  Being  God  and 
man,  He  can  not  only  sympathize  with  our  manifold 
infirmities,  but  relieve  our  manifold  wants.  Being 
God  and  man,  He  can  not  only  teach,  atone,  inter- 
cede, protect,  and  save  ;  but  His  teaching  is  effec- 
tual, His  atonement  sufficient,  His  intercession  all- 
prevailing,  His  protection  almighty,  His  salvation 
complete.  For  though  He  were  God  and  Lord,  yet, 
2.  "  Christ  Jesus,  as  man,  came  into  the  world" 
His  glory  was  "  the  glory  of  the  Father ;"  His 
crown  was  the  crown  of  heaven;  His  throne  was 
"  the  throne  of  God;"  His  kingdom  was  "  the  king- 
dom of  joy ;"  but  He  unrobed  Himself  of  His 
glory ;  took  off  His  crown ;  descended  from  His 
throne  ;  forsook  His  kingdom  ;  assumed  our  nature 
in  its  lowest  guise,  and  in  mortal  form  came  into 
our  world.  He  exchanged  the  palace  of  heaven  for 
the  shelter  of  a  stable,  the  bosom  of  God  for  the 
hardness  of  a  manger,  the  adorations  of  angels  for 
the  gaze  of  dumb  beasts.  He  came  into  the  world, 
not  as  an  angel  of  light,  nor  as  a  lord  of  men,  but 
as  a  poor,  and  helpless,  and  outcast  infant.  He  came 
into  the  world  in  great  humility;  and  left  it  in  great 
shame.  He  was  born  in  lowliness  ;  He  grew  up  in 
obscurity  ;  He  laboured  in  poverty  ;  He  waded  in 
reproach ;  He  lived  in  sorrow ;  He  died  in  the 
agonies  of  the  cross.  "  Being  in  the  form  of  God, 
He  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God, 
but  made  Himself  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon 
Him  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  was  made  in  the 
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likeness  of  men  ;  and  being  found  in  fashion  as  a 
man,  He  humbled  Himself  and  became  obedient 
unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross."  (Phil.  ii. 
6,  &c.)  If  we  contrast  His  glory  in  heaven  with 
His  abasement  on  earth,  we  shall  find,  that  as  no 
mortal  mind  can  reach  the  glory  of  His  divinity,  or 
comprehend  the  mystery  of  His  humanity ;  so  no 
mortal  tongue  can  tell  the  greatness  of  His  con- 
descension, or  the  riches  of  His  grace.  Or,  if  we 
contemplate  at  once  the  dignity  of  His  person,  and 
the  depth  of  His  sufferings,  we  shall  feel  that  no 
created  intelligence  can  conceive  the  value  of  His 
atonement  or  the  vastness  of  His  love.  "  His  blood 
cleanseth  from  all  sin;"  "  His  love  passeth  all  know- 
ledge." 

The  love  of  Christ  shines  out  with  overwhelming 
brightness,  when  we  recollect,  that  before  He  came 
to  save,  He  not  only  knew  what  wickedness  and 
enmity  were  in  mankind,  but  what  a  price  their 
redemption  would  cost  Him.  He  knew  beforehand 
all  our  sinfulness,  and  ingratitude  ;  He  knew  all  our 
abuse  of  His  mercy,  all  our  grieving  of  His  Spirit, 
and  all  our  scorn  of  His  salvation ;  yet  such  was 
the  love,  such  was  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  that  He  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners, 
and  enemies.  "  While  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us."  While  we  were  yet  enemies,  He  re- 
conciled us  to  God  by  His  blood.  "  And  to  Him, 
who  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His 
own  blood,  -be  dominion  and  glory  for  ever  and 
ever." 
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For,  again : 

3.  "  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save 
sinners." 

He  came,  not  to  fallen  angels,  but  to  fallen  men  ; 
He  came  to  save,  not  the  wise  and  the  noble,  not 
the  rich  and  the  mighty,  not  the  moral  arid  the 
righteous ;  but  the  ignorant  and  the  mean,  the  poor 
and  the  despised,  the  miserable  and  the  lost.  He 
came  to  save  sinners  ;  He  came  to  save  all  sinners ; 
He  came  to  save  the  chief  of  sinners ;  He  came  to 
save  sinners  of  every  number  of  transgressions,  of 
every  degree  of  guilt,  of  every  rank  in  life,  of  every 
nation  and  tongue  under  heaven.  The  Gospel 
Message  is  the  most  unlimited,  and  is,  therefore,  the 
most  encouraging.  "  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the 
world  to  save  sinners."  To  suppose  that  there  is 
any  sin  which  Christ  cannot  pardon,  or  any  sinner 
whom  He  cannot  save,  his  insulting  to  His  majesty, 
and  unjust  to  His  mercy.  We  cannot  too  highly 
estimate  the  riches  of  His  grace,  nor  too  greatly 
magnify  the  virtues  of  His  blood ;  for,  we  repeat, 
"  His  blood  cleanseth  from  all  sin,"  and  He  is  able 
to  save  to  the  uttermost ;  He  can  save  all,  and  He 
can  save  for  ever.  "  He  came  to  save  sinners."  He 
came  to  save  us  from  the  curse  of  the  law  and  the 
dominion  of  sin ;  from  the  pollution  of  the  world 
and  the  malice  of  the  devil ;  from  the  damnation  of 
hell  and  the  bitter  pains  of  eternal  death.  He  came 
to  save  with  an  everlasting  salvation.  He  came  to 
pardon  our  guilt  and  to  justify  our  souls;  to  renew 
our  hearts  and  to  sanctify  our  lives ;  to  fit  us  to 
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dwell  with   Himself  in  glory,  and  to  bestow  on  us 
the  perfect  and  endless  joys  of  heaven. 

But,  how  does  Christ  save  ?  He  saves  freely ;  He 
saves  by  grace ;  He  saves  only  those  who  feel  them- 
selves sinners,  and  with  godly  sorrow  repent  of  their 
sins.  For  as  "  we  have  all  sinned,  and  come  short 
of  the  glory  of  God,  we  are  justified  freely  by  His 
grace  through  the  redemption  which  is  in  Christ 
Jesus."  (Rom.  iii.  23,  24;  Eph.  ii.  8.)  "  He  came 
to  save  sinners."  He  saves  not  only  by  pardoning 
the  guilt  of  sin,  but  by  implanting  the  love  of  holi- 
ness. He  saves  not  only  by  destroying  the  power 
of  spiritual  death,  but  by  imparting  the  grace  of 
spiritual  life.  He  saves  not  only  by  redeeming  us 
from  the  unutterable  pains  of  hell,  but  by  securing 
for  us  the  inconceivable  joys  of  heaven.  He  saves 
from  the  punishment  of  sin,  by  the  atonement  of 
His  blood  ;  He  saves  from  the  love  of  sin  by  the 
renewing  of  His  Spirit ;  He  saves  from  the  practice 
of  sin  by  the  power  of  His  grace ;  He  saves  for 
ever,  or  He  saves  with  an  everlasting  salvation  in 
heaven  by  the  merits  of  His  sacrifice. 

But,  the  application  or  appropriation  of  salvation, 
is  a  work  altogether  spiritual  and  divine.  The 
Spirit  of  God  alone  can  take  the  blood  and  righte- 
ousness of  Christ,  and  apply  them  to  the  hearts  of 
penitent  sinners.  "  And  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  in  the  heart,  is  as  necessary  to  our  salvation 
as  the  work  of  Christ  Himself."  The  renewal  of  the 
heart  in  the  divine  image,  or  the  new  birth  of  the 
soul  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  is  as  necessary  to  our 
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attainment  of  eternal  life  in  heaven,  as  the  death  of 
Christ  on  the  cross.  By  the  cleansing  of  His  blood, 
by  the  merits  of  His  righteousness,  and  by  the  work 
of  His  Spirit  in  our  heart  and  life,  the  salvation  of 
Christ  is  completed.  By  His  blood  our  sins  are 
pardoned,  and  we  are  delivered  from  punishment; 
by  His  righteousness  our  souls  are  justified,  and  we 
are  entitled  to  heaven  ;  by  His  Spirit  our  hearts  are 
renewed,  and  our  lives  are  sanctified,  and  we  are 
made  meet  for  the  kingdom  of  God.  Christ  Jesus, 
therefore,  is  anointed  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  that 
He  might  be  the  almighty  Saviour  of  sinners.  And 
it  is  the  Eternal  Spirit,  who,  in  the  regeneration  of 
the  believer,  sprinkles  the  blood  of  Christ  on  his 
conscience,  puts  the  righteousness  of  Christ  on  his 
soul,  and  plants  the  life  of  Christ  in  his  heart,  so  that 
he  becomes  a  new  creature  in  Christ  Jesus.  And  as 
a  new  creature,  he  lives  a  new  life  ;  he  lives  by  faith 
in  Christ ;  and  he  lives  in  holiness  to  the  glory  of 
God.  This  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the  heart  is,  we 
repeat,  as  necessary  to  our  salvation  as  the  work  of 
Christ  Himself.  For  as  "  it  is  a  faithful  saying,  and 
worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners  ;"  so  is  it  a  true  say- 
ing, and  worthy  of  all  men  to  be  received,  that 
"  except  a  man  be  bom  again  of  the  Spirit,  he 
cannot  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven." 
We  proceed  to  consider, 

II.    THE  EXCELLENCY  OF  THE  GoSPEL  MESSAGE. 

"  It  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  accep- 
tation." 
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1.  "  It  is  a  faithful  saying"  and  worthy  of  all 
credit. 

The  truth  of  this  "  saying"  is  confirmed  by  every 
kind  of  testimony.     No  species  of  evidence  is  want- 
ing to  confirm  it.      It  is  confirmed  by  the  testimony 
of  the   types  and  sacrifices  of  the  Old  Testament. 
The  "  paschal  lamb"  and  the  "  scape-goat"  plainly 
testify  of  Him,  on  whom  all  our  iniquities  were  laid, 
and  who,  "  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,"  took  them 
all  away.      "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh 
away  the  sins  of  the  world  !"     It  is  confirmed  by  the 
predictions  of  the  holy  prophets.      "  Messiah  shall  be 
cut  off,  but  not  for  Himself."    "  He  shall  be  wounded 
for  our  transgressions,  and  bruised  for  our  iniquities." 
"And  He  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities,  and  wounded 
for   our   transgressions  ;    the   chastisement   of  our 
peace  was  upon  Him,  and  with  His  stripes  we  are 
healed."     He  came  into  the  world  for  the  express 
purpose  of  dying  for  sinners  ;  and  He  actually  died 
for  sinners  on  the  cross.      "  He  made  reconciliation 
for  iniquity ;" — "  brought  in  everlasting  righteous- 
ness ;" — and  "  opened  the  kingdom  of  heaven  to  all 
believers."     It  is  confirmed  by  the  glad  tidings  of 
angels.     "  We  bring  you,"  say  the  angels  of  heaven 
to  the  shepherds  of  Bethlehem,  "  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  people ;    for  unto  you  is 
born  this  day  a  Saviour, — Christ,  the  Lord."     "  He 
shall  be  called  Jesus ;  for  He  shall  save  His  people 
from  their  sins."     It  is  confirmed  by  the  preaching 
of  the  Apostles.     "  We  preach  not  ourselves,  but 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord."     "  We  preach  the  unsearch- 
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able  riches  of  Christ."  "  We  preach  Christ  cruci- 
fied." "  We  have  redemption  through  His  blood, 
even  the  forgiveness  of  sins:  "  "  for  He  is  the  propi- 
tiation for  our  sins ;  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  also 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world  !"  It  is  confirmed  by 
the  songs  of  "  the  saints  in  light''  "  Thou  wast  slain, 

0  Christ,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood !" 
"  Salvation  to  God  and  the  Lamb  !"     It  is  confirmed 
by  the  declarations  of  Christ  Himself;  "  I  am  come 
to  save  that  which  was  lost."      "  I  lay  down  my  life 
for  the  sheep."      "  My  blood  is  shed  for  many  for 
the  remission  of  sins."      "  I  give  my  flesh  for  the  life 
of  the  world."      "For  God  sent  not  His  Son  into 
the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world, 
through  Him,  might  be  saved." 

Finally  : 

It  is  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  Christian 
believers.  Millions,  believing  this  faithful  saying, 
have  come  as  perishing  sinners  to  Christ  Jesus  for 
salvation,  and  have  found  salvation  in  Him.  Mil- 
lions, therefore,  could  individually  say, — "  I  know 
that  this  is  a  faithful  saying ;  I  know  that  Christ 
Jesus  came  to  save  sinners ;  for  He  has  saved  me. 

1  was   ignorant,    careless,    corrupt,    sinful,    guilty, 
miserable,  helpless,  perishing.     As  a  perishing  sin- 
ner, I  came  for  salvation  to  Christ  Jesus;  and,  in 
His  great  mercy,  He  has  made  me  a  partaker  of  His 
great  salvation.     He  has  saved  me — He  has  saved 
me  from  the  practice  of  sin,  from  the  love  of  the 
world,  from  the  fear  of  death,  and  from  the  power  of 
Satan.     He  has  written  His  laws  in  my  mind,  and 
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shed  His  love  through  my  heart.  He  has  renewed 
me  in  His  image,  and  conformed  me  to  His  example. 
For,  He  has  taught  me  by  His  Spirit,  pardoned  me 
by  His  blood,  justified  me  by  His  righteousness, 
sanctified  me  by  His  grace,  and  caused  me  to  rejoice 
in  hope  of  His  glory  !"  "  This  saying,"  therefore, 
confirmed  as  it  is  by  such  triumphant  testimony, 
"  is  faithful  and  true,"  and  worthy  of  all  belief.  It 
is  not  "  a  cunningly  devised  fable"  of  man,  but  "  the 
faithful  saying"  of  God.  It  is  an  abridgment  of 
the  whole  Bible,  as  sure  as  the  Bible  is  sure.  It  is 
a  summary  of  the  whole  Gospel,  as  true  as  the  Gospel 
is  true.  It  is,  indeed,  so  holy  in  its  nature,  and  so 
reasonable  in  its  requirements  ; — it  is  so  suitable  to 
the  state  of  man,  and  so  worthy  of  the  revelation  of 
God  ; — it  is  so  certain  of  producing  holiness  on 
earth,  and  so  sure  of  bringing  to  glory  in  heaven  ;— 
that  it  contains  internal  and  incontestable  marks  of 
truth.  "This  is  a  true  saying,  that  Christ  Jesus  came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners." 

Again  : 

2.  It  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all 
acceptation. 

It  is  so  inestimably  precious,  and  so  universally 
interesting ;  it  is  so  wonderfully  suited  to  the  state 
of  fallen  man,  and  so  freely  offered  to  the  accept- 
ance of  all  mankind,  that  it  is  "  worthy  of  all  men 
to  be  received."  Through  crediting  "  this  report," 
myriads  of  souls  are  now  continually  delivered  from 
the  deepest  distress  and  anguish,  and  filled  with 
the  purest  peace  and  joy.  Through  receiving  "  this 
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saying,"  millions  of  saints  have  been  exalted  from  the 
toils  and  troubles  of  time,  to  the  rest  and  felicity  of 
eternity. 

For,  only  through  crediting  "  this  report,"  or  re- 
ceiving this  saying,  can  we  enjoy  solid  comfort  on 
earth,  or  obtain  eternal  felicity  in  heaven.  "  This  say- 
ing is  worthy  of  all  acceptation."  It  is  our  interest, 
our  duty,  our  privilege,  our  glory,  to  accept  this 
faithful  saying  ;  it  is  our  best  interest,  our  first  duty, 
our  highest  privilege,  our  greatest  glory,  to  accept  it. 
All  must  accept  it,  or  pensh ;  all  may  accept  it,  and 
live.  If  we  accept  it,  we  believe  the  truth  of  God, 
and  secure  the  salvation  of  our  souls ;  if  we  reject 
it,  we  disobey  the  word  of  God,  and  lose  our  souls 
for  ever.  This  saying  is  worthy  to  be  entirely  and 
unconditionally  received.  For,  neither  merit,  nor 
goodness,  nor  qualification  of  any  kind  is  necessary 
in  order  to  receive  Christ  Jesus  as  our  Saviour. 
Nothing  is  required  of  us  but  a  deep  conviction  of 
our  lost  state,  and  a  full  persuasion  of  his  power  to 
save.  If  we  go  to  Him  with  this  conviction  and 
persuasion,  "  He  will  not  cast  us  out."  He  will 
receive  us  as  children  into  His  family,  and  will  make 
us  partakers  of  His  salvation.  In  receiving  this 
saying  into  the  heart,  or  in  believing  on  Christ  unto 
salvation,  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  always 
needed,  and  this  help  is  always  bestowed  on  every 
penitent  inquirer.  To  him,  "  that  asketh,  will  the 
Spirit  be  given  to  make  '  the  faithful  saying'  the 
power  of  God  to  salvation."  "  To  accept  this  faith- 
ful saying,"  is  to  receive  it  as  the  revelation  of 
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heaven ;  it  is  to  believe  it  as  "  the  record  which 
God  has  given  of  His  Son ;"  it  is  to  trust  in  Christ 
crucified  alone  for  pardon  and  salvation.  For,  if  we 
accept  "  this  faithful  saying,"  we  shall  be  taught  to 
rely  on  His  blood  and  righteousness  for  the  pardon 
of  our  sins  and  the  justification  of  our  souls,  and  be 
enabled  to  depend  on  His  grace  and  merits  for  a 
meetness  for  heaven  and  for  acceptance  with  God. 
To  those,  who  thus  receive  Christ  Jesus,  power  from 
on  high  is  given  to  become  the  Sons  of  God  ;  and, 
as  they  receive  Christ,  so  shall  they  walk  in  Him. 
Their  acceptance  of  Christ  will  be  manifest  by  their 
temper  and  conduct ;  they  will  breathe  His  temper, 
and  walk  in  His  steps.  For,  they  will  be  renewed 
by  the  Spirit  in  His  likeness,  and  will  live  in  holiness 
to  His  glory. 

Here,  then,  finally  :  Here  is  the  Fountain  of  all 
our  spiritual  blessings.  Here  is  the  Charter  of  all 
our  glorious  privileges.  Here  is  the  Foundation  on 
which  we  build  the  salvation  of  our  souls.  Here  is 
the  Title  by  which  we  claim  the  inheritance  of  hea- 
ven. Here  is  the  Gospel  of  the  Gospel.  Here  is 
"THE  FAITHFUL  SAYING  WORTHY  OF  ALL  ACCEPTATION, 
THAT  CHRIST  JESUS  CAME  INTO  THE  WORLD  TO  SAVE 
SINNERS." 

1.  If,  then,  in  conclusion,  it  is  inquired,  "  On 
what  ground  we  preach  pardon  and  life  to  sinful  and 
perishing  men  ?"  we  reply,  "  Because  Jesus  Christ 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners."  For,  the  Son 
of  God,  though  equal  with  God,  assumed  our  nature, 
— came  in  mortal  guise  into  our  world,  and  "  stood, 
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as  man  on  the  earth,  in  the  latter  days."  When  He 
had  by  his  miracles  proved  his  divine  mission,  and 
by  his  life  had  honoured  the  divine  law,  in  obedi- 
ence to  his  Father  and  in  love  to  our  souls,  He 
offered  Himself  on  the  cross  a  sacrifice  for  the  sins 
of  the  world.  And  now,  through  faith  in  His  name, 
we  preach  salvation  to  all  mankind.  For,  "  the  say- 
ing," which  prophets  foretold,  which  angels  sung, 
and  which  apostles  preached, — "  the  saying  "  which 
is  "  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  to  a  ruined  world  ;" 
"  this  saying,  this  faithful  saying,  is  worthy  of  all 
acceptation."  It  should  be  accepted  with  all  the 
heart ;  and  all  mankind  should  accept  it. 

2.  Have  you  accepted  this  faithful  saying  ?   Have 
you  believed  this  true  report  ?     Have  you  received 
this  divine  record,  which  God  has  given  of  his  Son, 
— "  That  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save 
sinners  ?"     Has  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  through  the 
work  of  the  Spirit  in  your  heart,  become  the  power 
of  God  to  your  salvation  ?     As  helpless  and  perish- 
ing sinners  have  you  received  Christ  Jesus  into  your 
heart  as  the  only  Saviour?  Has  he  enlightened  your 
mind,  and  renewed  your  heart  ?     Has  He  saved  you 
from  sin,  and  enabled  you  to  live  in  holiness  ?     For 
salvation  from  sin,  and  activity  in  holiness,  are  the 
only  certain  proofs  that  we  are  saved  by  Christ. 

3.  What,  then,  shall  we  say  to  you,  who,  living  as 
ye  are,  in  sin  and  worldliness,  have  not  received  this 
faithful  saying,  —have  not  believed  in  Christ  Jesus  ? 

"  This  saying,"  however,  is  worthy  of  your  accep- 
tation ;  for  it   is  worthy   of  all   acceptation.     It  is 
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worthy  of  you  to  be  received  ;  for  it  is  "  worthy  of  all 
men  to  be  received.  Why,  then,  do  you  not  receive 
it  ?  Why  do  you  reject  it  ?  Why  do  you  continue 
in  sin  ?  Why,  since  Christ  came  to  save, — why  will 
you  die  ?  O  harden  not  your  hearts  in  sin,  nor 
through  the  love  of  the  world  neglect  the  time  of 
your  visitation  ;  but,  while  the  acceptable  time  con- 
tinues,— while  it  is  called  "  TO-DAY,"  listen  to  the 
voice  of  mercy,  and  receive  this  faithful  saying 
"  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
ners.'' "  Let  the  wicked  forsake  his  way,  and  the 
unrighteous  man  his  thoughts ;  let  him  return  unto 
the  Lord,  and  He  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to 
our  God  ;  for  He  will  abundantly  pardon.''  "  For, 
this  is  the  faithful  saying ;  this  is  the  infallible  truth  ; 
this  is  glad  tidings  to  a  guilty  world ;  this  is  the 
blessed  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God,  that  Christ  Jesus 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners." 

But, 

4.  Too  many  persons,  boasting  of  their  good 
hearts,  and  expecting  heaven  as  a  reward  for  their 
good  deeds,  feel  no  need  of  a  divine  Saviour,  and 
receive  not  the  faithful  saying.  They  fancy  that,  as 
they  have  not  been  such  flagrant  sinners  as  others, 
they  can  by  their  moral  duties  and  religious  services 
conciliate  the  divine  favour,  and  merit  eternal  life. 
But  as  the  most  vile  need  not  despair  of  salvation 
through  Christ  Jesus  ;  so  the  most  virtuous  must  be 
saved  by  Christ  Jesus,  and  by  Christ  Jesus  alone.  For 
"  there  is  no  other  name  given  under  heaven  among 
men,  by  which  they  can  be  saved."  If,  therefore, 
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any  of  you  are  saying,  in  utter  ignorance  of  your- 
selves, "  I  am  rich,  and  have  need  of  nothing  ;"  it  is 
our  duty  from  Scripture  to  tell  you,  that  in  the  sight 
of  God,  "  you  are  wretched,  and  miserable,  and 
blind,  and  naked,  and  poor,  and  perishing."  What- 
ever you  may  think  of  your  own  goodness,  or  wis- 
dom, or  strength,  you  can  be  eternally  saved  only 
by  sovereign  grace  through  faith  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord.  For,  none  can  be  eternally  saved  except  they 
be  divinely  renewed  ;  none  can  be  divinely  renewed 
except  they  feel  themselves  perishing  sinners  ;  none 
will  ever  feel  themselves  perishing  sinners,  except 
the  Holy  Spirit  convince  them  of  sin.  Conviction  of 
sin  is  essential  to  the  attainment  of  salvation.  For, 
though  Christ  Jesus  is  able  to  save  ten  thousand 
ruined  worlds,  He  will  save  only  those  who  feel 
themselves  perishing  sinners.  May  the  Spirit  of  God 
convince  you  of  sin  ;  and  then  lead  you  in  penitence 
and  prayer  to  Him,  "  who  came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners." 

But, 

5.  To  you,  who  feel  that  you  are  corrupt,  and 
desire  to  be  purified ;  who  feel  that  you  are  sinful, 
and  desire  to  be  pardoned ;  who  feel  that  you  are 
perishing,  and  desire  to  be  saved :  to  you  we  bring 
good  tidings.  "  For  unto  you  is  born  a  Saviour, 
Christ  Jesus  the  Lord."  "  This  is  a  faithful  saying, 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came 
into  the  world  to  save  sinners."  Be  not  afraid  to 
know  the  corruption  of  your  nature,  nor  the  sinful- 
ness  of  your  life  ;  for  you  must  deeply  feel  your  dis- 
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ease  before  you  will  earnestly  seek  for  the  remedy. 
And  the  only  remedy  for  your  diseased  and  dying 
souls  is  in  the  blood  and  righteousness  of  Him,  who 
died  for  our  sins  on  the  cross.  Let  neither  the 
number,  nor  the  aggravation  of  your  offences,  hinder 
you  from  coming  to  Christ ;  for  He  casts  out  none, 
but  gladly  receives  all  sinners,  who  come  to  Him  for 
salvation.  Believe,  then,  my  brethren,  in  Christ 
Jesus,  who  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners  ;  and 
then,  though  your  sins  be  as  numerous  as  the  sands 
of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  pardoned  ;  though  they  be 
as  red  as  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow. 
For  Christ  Jesus  is  a  Saviour  exactly  suited  to 
your  state.  Are  you  ignorant  ?  He  is  your  wis- 
dom. Are  you  guilty  ?  He  is  your  atonement. 
Are  you  corrupt  ?  He  is  your  sanctification.  Are 
you  weak  ?  He  is  your  strength.  Are  you  lost  ? 
He  is  your  salvation.  Are  you  nothing?  He  is 
your  all  in  all.  He  will  teach  and  guide  you  ;  He 
will  pardon  and  strengthen  you :  He  will  sanctify  and 
save  you  for  ever. 

Finally  : 

6.  How  blessed  are  you,  my  Christian  brethren, 
who  Jiave  accepted  "  the  faithful  saying,'  and  have 
believed  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Be  thankful  to  God,  whose  grace  has  inclined  your 
heart  to  receive  his  Son.  Be  careful  in  all  things  to 
adorn  the  doctrines  of  your  Saviour.  Let  your  light 
shine  before  men,  that  your  heavenly  Father  may  be 
glorified.  But,  Christians,  while  you  are  "  in  this 
body,  and  in  this  world,"  you  must  ever  remember 
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that  you  are  burdened  with  corruption,  encompassed 
with  infirmities,  beset  with  enemies,  and  utterly  un- 
worthy of  heaven.  But  remember,  also,  that  Jesus 
Christ,  "  enthroned  on  the  riches  of  the  universe,"  is 
all-merciful  to  pity,  and  almighty  to  save.  He  has 
as  much  love  for  your  souls  now  He  is  seated  on  his 
throne,  as  when  He  died  for  your  sins  on  the  cross. 
He  has  as  much  power  to  save  you,  presiding,  as  He 
now  does,  over  all  creatures,  and  over  all  worlds,  as 
when  He  vanquished  the  might  of  death,  and  spoiled 
the  hosts  of  hell.  Look,  then,  ever  look  to  Christ 
Jesus.  His  blood  will  cleanse  your  conscience  from 
sin.  His  Spirit  will  dwell  in  your  hearts.  His  grace 
will  help  your  infirmities.  His  power  will  destroy 
your  enemies.  His  merits  will  entitle  you  to  heaven. 
And  when  He  has  completed  His  work  in  your  souls, 
and  made  you  meet  for  His  glory,  He  will  crown  you 
with  joy  before  His  throne,  and  you  will  sing  the 
song  of  salvation  for  ever  and  ever. 
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SERMON  XXIV. 

THE  COMMUNION  OF  THE  SAINTS. 

I  JOHN  i.  7. 

If  we  walk  in  the  light,  as  He  is  in  the  light,  we 
have  fellowship  one  with  another,  and  the  blood 
of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son  cleanseth  us  from  all 
sin. 

I 

LIGHT  in  Scripture  signifies  knowledge,  and  holi- 
ness, and  joy ;  and  darkness  in  Scripture  signifies 
ignorance,  and  sin,  and  misery.  In  God  is  there 
no  darkness  at  all ;  in  Him  there  is  not  the  least 
mixture  of  ignorance,  of  sin,  or  of  misery.  But, 
"  God  is  light ;"  God  is  perfect  knowledge,  perfect 
holiness,  and  perfect  joy.  "  And  if  we  walk  in  the 
light  as  God  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship  one 
with  another,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  His  Son 
cleanseth  us  from  all  sin." 

From  these  words  we  may  contemplate  two  things : 
the  conduct,  and  the  consolation  of  practical  Chris- 
tians. 

We  are  to  contemplate, 
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I.  THE  CONDUCT  OF  PRACTICAL  CHRISTIANS. 

"  They  walk  in  the  light  as  God  is  in  the  light, 
and  have  fellowship  one  with  another." 

1.   They  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light. 

Practical  Christians,  or  believers  in  Christ  Jesus, 
are  "  the  children  of  light."  "  Ye  are  all,"  says  the 
apostle,  "  the  children  of  the  light ;"  "  ye  were 
sometimes  darkness ;  but  now  are  ye  light  in  the 
Lord,  walk  as  children  of  light."  "  For  God,  who 
commanded  the  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  hath 
shined  in  their  hearts  to  give  the  light  of  the  know- 
ledge of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  person  of  Jesus 
Christ."  Being  thus  enlightened  from  above,  and 
become  the  lights  of  the  world,  they  so  let  the  light 
of  their  good  works  shine  before  men,  that  their 
heavenly  Father  is  glorified.  "  To  walk,"  therefore, 
"  in  the  light  as  God  is  in  the  light,"  is  to  strive  to 
"  be  holy  as  God  is  holy ;"  "  and  pure  as  Christ  is 
pure." 

But,  more  particularly : 

(1).  To  walk  in  the  light  is  to  walk  in  knowledge— 
in  the  knowledge  of  ourselves,  and  in  the  knowledge 
of  God  in  Christ. 

We  must  know  ourselves  as  perishing  sinners, 
and  Jesus  Christ  as  the  only  Saviour ;  we  must 
know  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  only  Teacher  of  the 
soul,  and  the  renewal  of  the  soul,  as  the  work  of  the 
Holy  Spirit ;  we  must  know  living  faith  as  the  hand 
which  puts  on  Christ,  and  good  works  as  the  only 
evidence  of  living  faith.  We  must  know  our  cor- 
ruption, our  guilt,  our  helplessness,  our  desert  of 
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endless  punishment ;  and  with  this  knowledge  we 
must  depend  on  Christ  for  the  pardon  of  our  sins, 
for  the  justification  of  our  souls,  for  a  meetness  for 
heaven,  and  for  a  title  to  eternal  life.  These  doc- 
trines, as  truth,  are  written  in  the  Scriptures ;  as 
knowledge,  they  are  taught  by  the  Spirit ;  and,  as 
wisdom,  they  are  through  grace  reduced  to  practice. 
To  walk  in  the  light,  therefore,  implies  that  we  have 
been  taught  by  the  Spirit  to  understand,  and  en- 
abled by  the  same  Spirit  to  practise  the  great  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel.  And  who  will  not  pray  for 
the  Holy  Spirit  ?  "  Teach  me  thy  way,  0  Lord,  and 
I  will  walk  in  thy  truth." 

Again : 

(2.)  To  walk  in  the  light  is  to  walk  in  holiness — 
in  holiness  of  heart  and  life. 

We  must  be  holy  in  heart,  in  temper,  in  thought, 
in  language,  in  conduct.  No  sinful  desire  must  be 
indulged  ;  no  sinful  disposition  be  allowed  ;  no  evil 
word  must  be  spoken,  no  evil  action  be  committed. 
Recollecting  that  our  bodies  are  temples  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  we  must  "  keep  them  in  soberness, 
temperance,  and  chastity ;"  and  taking  the  Holy 
Scriptures  for  our  guide,  we  shall,  in  all  our  con- 
duct, "  do  justly,  and  love  mercy,  and  walk  humbly 
with  our  God."  In  diligent  prayer,  in  searching 
the  Scriptures,  in  self-examination,  in  divine  wor- 
ship, in  hearing  the  Gospel,  and  at  the  table  of  the 
Lord,  we  shall  walk  in  holiness.  By  purity  of  in- 
tention and  by  integrity  of  heart ;  by  meekness  of 
spirit  and  by  gentleness  of  carriage;  by  patience  in 
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suffering  and  by  forbearance  in  insult;  by  returning 
good  for  evil  and  blessing  for  cursing  ;  by  earnest- 
ness in  our  devotions  and  by  heavenliness  in  our 
affections;  by  ceaseless  labours  of  love  and  by  con- 
stant deeds  of  righteousness ;  by  continually  "  doing 
good  to  all  men,  and  especially  to  the  household  of 
faith" — we  must  walk  in  holiness.  The  way  to 
heaven  is  a  holy  way;  heaven  is  a  holy  place;  "and 
without  holiness  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord." 

Further : 

(3.)  To  walk  in  the  light  is  to  walk  in  joy — in  joy 
of  heart  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

True  it  is,  that  practical  Christians  must  through 
much  tribulation  enter  the  kingdom  of  God ;  true  it 
is  that  they  who  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus  must 
suffer  persecution  in  the  world;  but  though  they 
may  be  "  always  sorrowing"  on  account  of  sin  and 
the  world ;  yet  may  they  be  "  always  rejoicing"  in 
the  grace  and  salvation  of  Christ.  Through  faith  in 
the  atonement  of  Jesus,  they  are  at  peace  with  God ; 
through  the  sprinkling  of  His  blood  on  their  con- 
science, they  have  peace  within ;  and  through  the 
spirit  of  peace  shed  abroad  in  their  hearts,  they  live 
in  peace  with  all  men.  They  may  be  in  poverty,  in 
pain,  in  trial,  in  persecution ;  yet  nothing  earthly 
shall  deprive  them  of  their  joy  ;  their  afflictions 
may,  indeed,  abound ;  but  their  consolations  shall 
superabound  ;  they  shall  still  have  the  peace  of  God 
and  the  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  When  every  earthly 
joy  has  vanished  and  every  mortal  support  has 
failed,  yet,  we  repeat,  there  remain  for  them,  who 
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walk  in  holiness,  the  consolations  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  the  joys  of  eternal  salvation.  The  darkness  of 
sorrow  may  overshadow  their  path ;  yet,  "  light  is 
sown  for  the  righteous,  and  joy  for  the  upright  in 
heart."  "  In  the  midst  of  the  sorrows,  which  they 
have  in  their  hearts,  thy  comforts,  0  Lord,  shall  de- 
light their  souls."  God  will  lift  upon  them,  as  they 
walk  in  His  way,  the  light  of  His  countenance,  and 
they  shall  go  on  their  way  rejoicing. 

Practical  Christians  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is 
in  the  light ;  by  the  guidance  of  the  Scriptures,  and 
through  the  help  of  the  Spirit,  they  walk  in  know- 
ledge, in  holiness,  and  in  joy. 

Further : 

2.  "  They  have  fellowship  one  with  another'' 

They  are  the  body  of  Christ,  and  members  one 
of  another  :  for  they  are  all  baptized  by  one  Spirit 
into  one  body;  and  have  all  been  made  to  drink 
into  one  Spirit. 

(1.)   Their  EXPERIENCE  is  the  same,  and,  there- 
fore, they  have  fellowship  one  with  another. 

They  have  the  same  conviction  of  their  corrup- 
tion, and  the  same  sense  of  their  guilt.  They  have 
repented  with  the  same  godly  sorrow,  and  have 
believed  with  the  like  precious  faith.  They  have 
been  taught  by  the  same  holy  Spirit,  and  are  sup- 
ported by  the  same  heavenly  grace.  They  are 
grafted  into  the  same  glorious  stock,  and  derive  life 
from  the  same  immortal  root.  They  ever  feel  the 
same  disease  of  sin,  and  ever  look  to  the  same  Phy- 
sician of  souls.  They  are  assaulted  by  the  same 
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enemies,  and  are  liable  to  the  same  temptations. 
They  have  the  same  fears,  and  the  same  hopes, — the 
same  sorrows,  and  the  same  joys, — the  same  perse- 
cutions, and  the  same  encouragements, — the  same 
chastisements,  and  the  same  consolations.  Having 
thus  the  same  experience  of  divine  things,  they  have 
fellowship  one  with  another. 

Again : 

(2.)  Their  PURSUITS  are  the  same,  and,  therefore, 
they  have  fellowship  one  with  another. 

They  delight  in  prayer  to  God,  in  reading  the 
holy  Scriptures,  in  hearing  the  blessed  Gospel,  in 
receiving  the  supper  of  the  Lord.  They  not  only 
worship  in  the  same  manner,  but  with  the  same 
mind.  They  worship  the  same  Father,  the  same 
Son,  and  the  same  Spirit ;  and  the  grace  of  Jesus, 
and  the  love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the 
Spirit,  refresh  and  cheer  their  souls.  They  abound 
in  the  same  good  works,  and  walk  in  the  same  holy 
way.  Fellow-labourers  in  the  same  vineyard,  fellow- 
sufferers  in  the  same  tribulations,  fellow-soldiers  in 
the  same  warfare,  and  fellow-travellers  in  the  same 
journey  to  the  same  country,  they  mutually  exhort 
each  other  to  activity  and  courage — to  patience  and 
perseverance.  Supporting  one  another,  and  sympa- 
thizing with  each  other,  they  "rejoice  with  those 
who  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  those  who  weep." 
They  are  all  children  in  the  family  of  God — all 
brethren  in  Christ  Jesus — all  heirs  of  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  Having,  therefore,  the  same  pursuits 
of  eternal  things,  they  have  fellowship  one  with 
another. 
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Lastly : 

(3.)  Their  OBJECTS  are  the  same,  and,  therefore, 
they  have  fellowship  one  with  another. 

It  is  their  object  to  grow  in  grace,  and  to  be  meet 
for  glory  ;  it  is  their  object  to  advance  the  cause  of 
Christ  in  the  world,  and  to  obtain  a  crown  of  life ; 
it  is  their  object  to  do  good  to  the  souls  of  men,  and 
to  glorify  the  God  of  heaven.  On  these  great  objects 
there  is,  among  practical  Christians,  a  communion  of 
consolation  and  counsel,  and  a  union  of  labour  and 
encouragement.  Depending  entirely  on  the  Eternal 
Spirit,  and  guided  entirely  by  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
they  aim  in  all  things  at  the  glory  of  God,  and  ever 
strive  to  "  receive,"  through  Christ,  "  a  full  reward." 

Verily,  Christians  have  fellowship  with  the  Father, 
and  with  His  Son  Jesus  Christ ;  and,  because  "  they 
have  fellowship  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,"  "  they 
have,"  in  their  experience,  in  their  pursuits,  and  in 
their  objects,  "communion  one  with  another."  "That 
which  we  have  seen  and  heard,  declare  we  unto  you, 
that  ye  may  have  fellowship  with  us;  and,  truly, 
our  fellowship  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  His  Son 
Jesus  Christ." 

We  proceed  to  contemplate, 

II.  THE  CONSOLATION  OF  PRACTICAL  CHRIS- 
TIANS. 

"  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God, 
cleanseth  us  from  all  sin." 

1.  Consider  WHOSE  blood  it  is  that  cleanses  from 
sin. 
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It  is  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  and  the 
Equal  of  God  the  Father.  It  is  the  blood  of  God. 
For  God  hath  redeemed  us  with  His  own  blood. 
"  And  unto  Him,  who  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from 
our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  be  honour  and  glory 
for  ever !" 

Again  : 

2.   Consider  WHAT  it  is  that  cleanseth  us  from  sin. 

Jesus  did  not  cleanse  from  sin  by  His  teaching, 
nor  by  His  miracles,  nor  by  His  tears,  but  by  His 
blood.  "  Without  shedding  of  blood  is  no  remission" 
of  sin.  We  are  washed  from  sin  only  in  the  blood  of 
Christ ;  only  by  His  blood  are  we  brought  nigh  to 
God ;  "we  have  redemption  through  His  blood,  even 
the  forgiveness  of  sin  according  to  the  riches  of  His 
grace."  Nothing  but  the  blood  of  Christ,  the  Son 
of  God,  could  wash  our  souls  from  sin,  or  purchase 
heaven  for  our  souls. 

Further : 

(3.)  Consider  THE  NATURE  of  cleansing  in  the 
blood  of  Christ. 

It  implies  the  pardon  of  sin  and  deliverance  from 
punishment  ;  "  we  have  redemption  through  His 
blood,  even  the  remission  of  sin."  It  implies  the 
purifying  of  our  nature,  and  the  making  of  our  souls 
meet  for  heaven.  "  Ye  are  washed  in  the  blood," 
and  sanctified  by  the  Spirit  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ; 
"  and  having  washed  your  robes,  and  made  them 
white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,"  ye  shall  stand 
before  the  throne  of  God,  and  serve  Him  for  ever  in 
heaven. 
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Finally  : 

4.  Consider  THE  EXTENT  of  this  cleansing  in  the 
blood  of  Jesus. 

"  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth  from  all 
sin."  It  cleanses  from  the  love  and  dominion  of  sin  : 
it  cleanses  from  sins  of  nature  and  practice, — of  body 
and  mind, — of  temptation  and  surprise.  It  cleanses 
from  sins  of  the  longest  continuance,  and  the  black- 
est kind.  "  It  cleanses  "  freely,  perfectly,  eternally, 
"  from  all  sin."  What  a  commendation  of  the  virtue 
of  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  what  a  consolation 
to  the  heart  of  the  Christian  believer  is  this  wondrous 
declaration,  "  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanseth 
from  all  sin  !"  This  declaration  silences  guilt,  and 
scatters  doubt,  and  quiets  conscience,  and  in  the 
worst  cases  gives  hope  and  peace  to  the  soul.  Had 
not  this  declaration  been  made,  the  best  of  Chris- 
tians would  sometimes  despair  of  salvation ;  and 
since  it  has  been  made,  the  chief  of  sinners  may  hope 
in  Christ  Jesus. 

1.  What,  my  brethren,  may  I  now,  in  conclusion, 
ask,  do  you  know  of  these  things  ?  What  do  you 
know  of  the  holy  conduct,  and  of  the  divine  conso- 
lation of  practical  Christians  ?  Are  you  walking  in 
the  light  as  God  is  in  the  light  ?  Have  you,  as 
Christians,  fellowship  one  with  another,  because  you 
have  fellowship  with  the  Father  and  with  His  Son  ? 
Does  the  blood  of  Jesus  cleanse  you  from  all  sin  ? 
Enlightened  from  above  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  are 
you  walking  in  the  knowledge  of  yourselves  and  of 
Christ, — in  holiness  of  heart  and  life,  in  the  comfort 
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and  joy  of  the  Holy  Ghost  ?  With  the  same  experience 
and  pursuits  and  objects  in  spiritual  and  eternal 
things,  have  you,  as  Christians,  "  fellowship  one  with 
another  ?"  Are  you  "  cleansed  from  all  your  sin  in 
the  blood  of  Jesus  ?"  Has  the  application  of  this 
blood  to  your  conscience  by  the  Spirit  of  God  removed 
all  guilt  and  defilement  from  your  soul,  and  purified 
all  your  heart  and  conduct  ? — May  Thy  Spirit,  O 
God,  teach  us  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  enable 
us  to  walk  in  His  holiness !  May  He  cleanse  us 
from  all  our  sins  in  His  blood,  and  conform  us  in  all 
things  to  His  example,  through  the  same  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord  ! 
But, 

2.  What  shall  we  say  to  you,  who  are  walking  not 
in  the  light,  but  in  darkness  ?    Who  are  living  not  in 
knowledge,  in  holiness,  and  in  joy,  but  in  ignorance, 
in  sin,  and  in  misery  ?     Ye  are  living  without  hope, 
and  without  God  in  the  world.  "  Light  is  come  into 
the  world ;  but  ye  love  darkness  better  than  light, 
because  your  deeds  are  evil."     You  sin,  and  you 
know  that  you  sin  ;  you  are  miserable,  and  you  often 
feel  your  misery.     But,  my  brethren,  consider  your 
ways ;  forsake  your  sins ;  return  to  God  by  Christ 
crucified.     "  Repent   and  be   converted,  that  your 
sins  may  be  blotted  out"  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
for  "  His  blood  cleanseth  from  all  sin." 

But, 

3.  Ye   lowly  penitents,  who  feel  your  corruption 
and  your  sins,  and  desire  pardon  and  purity,   but 
fear  that  your  sins  and  corruption  will  exclude  you 
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from  the  blessings  of  salvation ; — be  not  afraid,  be 
not  cast  down,  be  encouraged.  That  blessed  Spirit, 
who  in  wisdom  has  shown  you  your  perishing  state, 
will  in  love  soon  lead  you  to  Christ,  the  only  Sa- 
viour. And  He  is  all-willing,  and  all- mighty  to  save ; 
He  is  ever  ready  with  open  arms  and  with  open  heart 
to  receive  you ;  and  His  blood  cleanseth  from  all 
sin. 

And  as  ye  would  "  with  hearty  repentance  and 
true  faith  turn  to  God  through  Christ,  come  ye  to 
the  table  of  the  Lord.  And  may  God  have  mercy 
upon  you ;  may  He  pardon  and  deliver  you  from  all 
your  sins ;  confirm  and  strengthen  you  in  all  good- 
ness ;  and  finally,  bring  you  to  everlasting  life, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord !" 

Lastly  : 

4.  Christians !  "  Walk  in  the  light  as  God  is  in 
the  light,  and  have  fellowship  one  with  another,  and 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  will  cleanse  you  from  all 
sin." 

Study  the  word  of  God,  and  it  will  "  be  a  lamp  to 
your  feet,  and  a  light  to  your  path."  Walk  in  the 
light  and  truth  of  that  word,  and  you  will  walk  in 
holiness  and  joy.  Keep  at  a  great  distance  from 
worldly  temptations.  Have  no  needless  intercourse 
with  worldly  men."  Be  instant  in  prayer  ;  cherish 
the  Spirit ;  wash  daily  in  the  blood  which  cleanseth 
from  all  sin.  Renew  daily  your  dependence  on 
Christ  crucified  for  eternal  life.  Love  the  bre- 
thren ;  love  all,  who  in  sincerity  love  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  Have  fellowship  one  with  another 
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always,  and  especially  at  the  table  of  the  Lord. 
For  "  the  cup  of  blessing,  which  we  bless  at  the 
table  of  the  Lord,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the 
blood  of  Christ?  The  bread,  which  we  break  at 
the  table  of  the  Lord,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the 
body  of  Christ  ?"  "  For  in  the  same  night  that  He 
was  betrayed,  Jesus  took  bread,  and  said,  "  Take, 
eat :  this  is  my  body  which  is  broken  for  you  ;  this 
do  in  remembrance  of  me."  In  the  same  manner 
he  took  the  cup,  and  said,  "  This  cup  is  the  New 
Testament  in  my  blood  :  this  do,  as  oft  as  ye  drink 
it,  in  remembrance  of  mo.  For  as  oft  as  ye  eat  this 
bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  show  forth  the  Lord's 
death  till  He  come."  And  now,  my  Christian  bre- 
thren, may  ye  all  walk  in  the  light  as  God  is  in  the 
light,  and  have  fellowship  one  with  another  until  the 
Lord  shall  come  in  glory  to  take  you  to  that  world 
which  needs  not  the  light  of  the  sun  ;  for  the  glory 
of  God  does  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is  the  light 
thereof." 
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SERMON  XXV. 

THE  LOVE  OF  CHRIST. 

REV.  i.  5,  6. 

Unto  Him  who  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our 
sins  in  His  own  blood,  and  has  made  us  kings  and 
priests  unto  God  and  His  Father ;  to  Him  be 
glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

ST.  JOHN  begins  his  epistles  to  the  seven  churches 
with  the  usual  salutation  of  grace  and  peace  from 
the  holy  and  eternal  Trinity.  "  John  to  the  seven 
churches,  which  are  in  Asia ;  Grace  be  unto  you, 
and  peace  from  Him  who  is,  and  was,  and  is  to 
come  ;  and  from  the  seven  spirits,  which  are  before 
His  throne ;  and  from  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  the 
faithful  witness,  the  first  begotten  of  the  dead,  and 
the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth."  The  Father 
is  here  described  by  His  eternity  and  self-existence, 
as  "  He  who  was,  and  is,  and  is  to  come."  The 
Spirit  is  described  by  the  dignity  of  His  station,  and 
by  the  perfection  of  His  gifts,  as  "  the  seven  spirits 
before  the  throne."  And  the  Son  is  described  by 
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His  three-fold  office  of  prophet,  priest,  and  king,  as 
"  the  faithful  witness,  the  first  begotten  from  the 
dead,  and  the  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth." 
But  the  apostle,  having  mentioned  the  name  of  Jesus, 
rapidly  contrasts  the  glory  of  His  person  with  the 
extremity  of  His  sufferings,  and  then  bursts  into  a 
song  of  praise :  "  Unto  Him  who  loved  us,  and 
washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and  has 
made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father : 
to  Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen." 

Let  us  now  inquire, 

I.  Who  is  the  person  who  has  so  loved  us  ?    And 

II.  What  are  the  benefits  which  He  has  obtained 
for  us? 

We  are  to  inquire, 

I.    WHO  IS  THE  PERSON  THAT  HAS  SO  LOVED  US  ? 

1.  The  person,  who  has  so  loved  us,  is  variously 
described  in  this  mystic  book ;  He  is  described  by 
symbols  and  titles, — by  attributes  and  honours, — by 
acts  and  gifts. 

Mark  His  symbols  and  titles.  He  is  like  the 
Son  of  man,  robed  down  to  his  feet,  and  girt  with  a 
girdle  of  gold.  His  hair  is  white  as  snow ;  His 
eyes  like  flames  of  fire;  His  feet  like  fine  brass 
glowing  in  the  heated  furnace.  His  countenance  is 
like  the  sun  shining  in  his  strength ;  and  His  voice 
like  the  sound  of  many  waters.  He  is  the  light  and 
temple  of  heaven  ;  the  root  and  offspring  of  David  ; 
the  bright  and  morning  star.  He  is  the  Lamb  that 
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was  slain,  and  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  He 
is  "  Alpha  and  Omega ;"  "  the  first  and  the  last ;" 
"  the  beginning  and  the  ending."  He  is  "  the 
"  Word  and  the  Son  of  God ;"  He  is  the  King  of 
kings,  and  the  Lord  of  lords." 

Again  : 

Mark  His  attributes  and  honours.  He  is  "  faithful," 
"  holy,"  and  "  true."  He  knows  all  things,  and  tries 
the  heart  and  reins.  He  can  do  all  things,  and 
endures  through  all  ages.  "  He  was,  and  is,  and  is 
to  come,  the  Almighty."  He  is  seated  on  the  throne 
of  God,  and  has  on  His  head  many  crowns.  Elders 
and  angels  in  light  adore  Him.  Saints  on  earth 
contend  with  His  word,  conquer  through  His  blood, 
die  in  His  faith,  and  in  His  presence  are  for  ever 
blest.  The  new  and  never-ending  song  of  heaven 
is,  "  Salvation  to  God,  and  the  Lamb." 

Further : 

Mark  His  acts  and  gifts.  In  His  hand  He  holds 
the  seven  brilliant  stars,  and  His  feet  tread  among 
the  seven  golden  candlesticks.  He  has  the  keys  of 
hell  and  death,  and  rules  as  King  all  the  invisible 
world.  He  opens  the  Sealed  Book,  and  reveals  the 
will  of  God.  His  is  the  Book  of  Life,  and  in  it  He 
writes  or  blots  out  names.  He  shuts,  and  no  man 
opens ;  He  opens,  and  no  man  shuts ;  He  kills,  and 
makes  alive  ;  He  rewards  and  punishes.  "  Behold ! 
He  comes  quickly,  and  His  reward  is  with  Him,  to 
give  every  man  as  his  work  shall  be."  He  feeds  the 
saints  with  the  bread  of  heaven,  and  leads  them  to 
living  fountains.  For  He  grants  to  them  a  right  to 
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the  tree,  and  gives  them  to  drink  of  the  river,  oflife. 
He  gives  them  the  hidden  manna,  the  white  stone, 
the  new  name,  the  crown  of  life,  the  throne  of  glory. 

Such  are  the  symbols  and  titles ;  such  are  the 
attributes  and  honours ;  such  are  the  acts  and  gifts 
of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

For, 

2.  Jesus  Christ  is  He,  who  loved  us.  The  love  of 
Christ  is  free,  disinterested,  constraining,  incompre- 
hensible, everlasting.  God  delivered  Israel  from 
Egypt,  and  turned  the  curses  of  Balaam  into  bless- 
ings, because  God  loved  Israel.  Jesus  delivered 
sinners  from  hell,  and  turned  the  curses  of  condem- 
nation into  the  blessings  of  redemption,  because 
Jesus  loved  sinners.  The  love  of  Christ  for  lost 
sinners  is  eternal ;  it  is  from  eternity  to  eternity ; 
and  the  plan  of  redemption  is  as  eternal  as  His  love. 
This  plan  springing  from  the  eternal  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus,  is  of  perpetual  stability  and  everlasting 
duration.  Jesus  was  perfectly  happy  in  Himself 
from  all  eternity  before  any  creatures  or  worlds 
were  in  being :  and  He  would  have  been  perfectly 
happy  to  all  eternity,  though  creatures  and  worlds 
had  never  been ;  yet  Jesus  loved  us.  "  He  loved 
MS."  He  loved  fallen  men,  and  not  fallen  angels ; 
and  therefore  He  took  on  Him  not  the  nature  of 
angels,  but  of  men.  He  loved  us,  though  we  loved 
not  Him ;  neither  was  there  anything  lovely  in  us. 
He  loved  us,  who,  though  perishing  without  Him, 
neither  sought  nor  desired  Him.  He  loved  us,  when 
we  were  full  of  hatred  and  enmity  against  Him; 
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and  He  could  receive  nothing  from  us  but  opposi- 
tion and  rebellion. 

In  the  manifestation  of  this  love  to  the  universe, 
the  Father  and  the  Son  equally  participate  ;  the 
Father  in  sending  His  Son  to  die;  the  Son  in  being 
obedient  unto  death.  "  God  so  loved  the  world, 
that  He  gave  His  only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
believeth  in  Him  might  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life."  "  And  this  is  a  faithful  saying,  that 
Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners." 
"  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that 
He  loved  us,  and  sent  His  Son  to  be  the  pro- 
pitiation for  our  sins."  And  "  hereby  perceive  we 
the  love  of  God,  because  He  laid  down  his  life  for 
us."  For,  "  God  commended  His  love  towards  us,  in 
that  while  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us." 
"  And  greater  love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a 
man  lay  down  his  life  for  his  friends  :"  but  such  was 
the  love  of  Christ,  that  He  laid  down  His  life  for 
His  enemies.  "  When  we  were  enemies,  we  were  re- 
conciled to  God  by  the  death  of  His  Son."  "  The 
love  of  Christ,  in  length  and  breadth,  and  depth  and 
height,  passes  knowledge."  Its  source  is  unsearch- 
able ;  its  extent  infinite  ;  its  influence  invincible  ; 
its  continuance  sure ;  its  effects  everlasting.  And 
"  to  Him,  who  thus  loved  us,  be  glory  and  dominion 
for  ever  and  ever  !" 

Jesus  Christ  our  Lord  is  the  Person  who  has  so 
loved  us.  And  we  now  hasten  to  inquire, 
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II.    WHAT  ARE  THE    BENEFITS  WHICH   HE   HAS 

OBTAINED  FOR  US  ? 

He  has  made  an  atonement  for  our  transgressions, 
and  secured  sanctification  for  our  souls.  "  He  has 
washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own  blood,  and  has 
made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father." 
Rivers  of  tears  could  not  wash  away  one  sin ; 
legions  of  angels  could  not  redeem  one  soul ;  no- 
thing could  cleanse  and  redeem  us  but  the  blood  of 
Christ ;  and  Christ  has  redeemed  us  to  God  by  His 
blood. 

1.  He  has  made  an  atonement  for  our  transgres- 
sions :  "  He  has  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own 
blood." 

How  defiled  must  be  the  nature  of  sin  to  need 
washing  in  the  blood  of  Christ ;  and  how  precious 
must  be  the  blood  of  Christ  to  wash  away  all  the 
defilement  of  sin  !  And  "  He  has  washed  away  our 
sins  in  His  own  blood,"  and  restored  to  our  souls 
the  joys  of  salvation.  From  first  to  last, — from 
eternity  to  eternity,  salvation  is  by  the  blood  of 
Christ.  For  His  blood  is  the  blood  of  the  ever- 
lasting covenant — "  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  slain 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  The  blood  of 
unnumbered  sacrifices  long  typified  His  blood,  and 
the  voice  of  holy  prophets  long  foretold  the  opening 
of  "  the  fountain  for  sin  and  uncleanness ;"  and,  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  Jesus  was  slain  on  the  cross,  the 
fountain  of  love  was  opened  in  His  heart,  and  the 
stream  of  salvation  flowed  from  His  side.  "  This  is 
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He  who  came  by  water  and  blood,  even  Jesus  Christ; 
not  by  water  only,  but  by  water  and  blood." — For, 

It  was  not  enough  that  He  descended  from  glory 
and  slept  in  a  manger  ;  it  was  not  enough  that  He 
grew  up  in  poverty,  and  had  not  a  place  where  to 
lay  His  head ;  it  was  not  enough  that  He  was  a  man 
of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief;  it  was  not 
enough  that  He  groaned  and  wept ;  it  was  not 
enough  that  He  was  continually  persecuted  by  men, 
and  continually  assaulted  by  Satan.  All  this  was 
not  enough.  His  blood  was  required — His  blood 
must  be  shed.  And,  He  was  bruised  with  rods, 
crowned  with  thorns,  torn  with  scourges,  spiked  to 
the  cross,  pierced  to  the  heart,  "  and  forthwith  came 
thereout  blood  and  water."  From  His  wounded  heart 
and  through  His  pierced  side  flowed,  we  repeat,  the 
stream  of  salvation.  "  He  washed  us  from  our  sins  in 
His  own  blood  !"  This  is  more  than  a  golden  sen- 
tence; it  contains  more  than  all  uninspired  volumes 
in  the  world ;  it  contains  the  sum  of  the  Gospel, 
"  Salvation  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb." 

"  It  is  the  blood  which  maketh  atonement  for  the 
soul ;"  "  and  without  shedding  of  blood,"  there  is  for 
the  soul  "  no  remission  :"  the  "  blood  of  Christ, 
therefore,  was  shed  for  the  remission  of  sins."  (Lev. 
xvii.  11  ;  Heb.  ix.  22;  Mark  xiv.  24.)  For,  "in 
Him  we  have  redemption  through  His  blood,  even 
the  forgiveness  of  sins  according  to  the  riches  of  His 
grace."  (Eph.  i.  7;  Col.  i.  14.)  By  His  blood  the 
church  was  ransomed,  heaven  purchased,  redemption 
completed.  "  We  were  far  off,  but  His  blood 
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brought  us  nigh ;"  we  were  enemies,  but  His  blood 
reconciled  us  to  God ;  we  were  altogether  polluted, 
but  His  blood  cleanses  from  all  sin ;  we  had  lost  our 
title  to  heaven,  but  His  blood  purchases  heaven  for 
our  souls!  (Eph.  ii.  13;  Col.  i.  20.)  By  His  own 
will  He  laid  down  His  life  for  us  on  the  cross ;  by 
His  own  power  He  rose  again  for  our  justification  ; 
and  by  His  own  blood  He  entered  the  holy  place 
above,  having  obtained  eternal  redemption  for  us. 
(Heb.  ix.  12  ;  i.  3.)  By  His  blood  we  are  saved 
from  the  power  and  pollution  and  penalty  of  sin ; 
by  His  blood  we  are  saved  with  an  everlasting  sal- 
vation. "  While  we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died 
for  us  ;  that  we,  being  justified  by  His  blood,  might 
be  saved  from  wrath  through  Him."  (Rom.  v.  9  ;  iii. 
24.)  "  For  He  is  a  propitiation  through  faith  in 
His  blood  for  the  remission  of  sins."  (Rom.  iii.  25.) 
"  And  if  the  blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats  with  the 
ashes  of  an  heifer  sprinkling  the  unclean,  is  sufficient 
for  the  purifying  of  the  flesh,  how  much  more  shall 
the  blood  of  Christ  suffice  to  purify  the  conscience 
from  dead  works  to  serve  the  living  God  ?"  (Heb.  ix. 
13.)  For  the  blood  of  Christ  is  "  the  blood  of 
sprinkling  ;"  it  is  the  blood  which,  being  applied  to 
penitent  believers  by  the  Eternal  Spirit,  sprinkles 
their  hearts  from  an  evil  conscience,  and  constrains 
their  souls  to  universal  obedience.  (Heb.  xii.  24  ; 
x.  22.)  "  Through  the  sanctification  of  the  Spirit, 
and  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jesus,"  they 
engage  in  the  Christian  warfare,  and  fighting  man- 
fully "  under  His  banner,"  they  overcome  by  the 
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blood  of  the  Lamb.  (1  Pet.  i.  2;  Rev.  xii.  11.) 
Heaven  is  a  purchased  possession,  and  the  price  is 
the  blood  of  Christ.  He  purchased  the  Church  with 
His  own  blood ;  and,  with  His  own  blood,  He  makes 
His  Church  or  people  meet  for  heaven.  Having 
washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  His 
blood,  they  stand  in  glory  before  His  throne,  and 
ever  sing,  "  Thou  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  Thy 
blood  !"  (Acts  xx.  28;  Rev.  vii.  14;  v.  9.) 

Thus  has  Jesus  made  atonement  for  our  transgres- 
sions ;  He  "  has  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own 
blood." 

And,  further  : 

2.  He  has  obtained  sanctification  for  our  souls ; 
He  "  has  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and 
His  Father." 

The  Jews,  as  a  nation,  were  a  type  of  Christians ; 
they  were  a  nation  of  priests,  a  priesthood  of  kings. 
Christians,  as  we  learn  from  the  apostle,  are  also  "  a 
nation  of  priests, — a  priesthood  of  kings, — a  royal 
priesthood."  In  Christ  Jesus,  the  kingly  and  priestly 
offices  were  united;  and  believers  in  Christ  Jesus  are 
made  like  Him, — they  are  made  kings  and  priests 
unto  God.  Joshua,  the  high  priest,  as  we  read  in 
Zechariah,  (iii.  1,  &c.)  clad  in  filthy  garments,  stood 
before  the  angel  of  the  Lord  ;  and,  on  the  right  hand 
of  the  angel  stood  Satan,  to  accuse  and  resist  him.  At 
the  command  of  Almighty  God,  the  filthy  garments 
of  the  high  priest  were  exchanged  for  pure  robes, 
and  a  fair  crown  was  set  on  his  head.  Thus  was  it 
symbolically  shown  that*  his  iniquity  was  passed  away, 
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and  his  righteousness  restored ;  or  that  he  was  con- 
firmed as  a  king  and  a  priest  unto  God.  Thus  also 
does  Jesus,  when  we  believe  in  Him,  wash  away  our 
iniquity  in  His  own  blood,  clothe  us  with  His  own 
righteousness,  "  and  make  us  kings  and  priests  unto 
God  and  His  Father." 

(1.)  He  makes  us  kings. 

The  Jewish  kings,  on  their  appointment,  were 
enthroned,  crowned,  anointed  ;  they  were  invested 
with  singular  privileges,  charged  with  special  duties, 
armed  with  sovereign  powers.  Christians  are  kings. 
They  are  exalted  to  spiritual  dignity,  and  invested 
with  heavenly  privileges ;  they  are  divinely  strength- 
ened to  control  their  sinful  passions,  and  to  subdue 
their  spiritual  foes.  For  Christ  gives  them  the  vic- 
tory over  their  corrupt  nature,  "  and  they  crucify 
the  lusts  of  the  flesh."  He  gives  them  the  victory 
over  the  world,  and  they  renounce  its  pomps  and 
vanities.  He  gives  them  the  victory  over  the  devil, 
and  they  detect  his  devices,  quench  his  darts,  and 
repel  his  temptations.  He  gives  them  the  victory 
in  all  earthly  trials,  so  that  in  tribulation,  distress, 
persecution,  famine,  nakedness,  peril,  and  sword, 
they  are  more  than  conquerors.  He  gives  them  the 
victory  over  death,  so  that  when  life  expires,  they 
can  sing,  "  O  grave  !  where  is  thy  victory  ?  0 
death  !  where  is  thy  sting  ?" 

Again  : 

(2.)  He  makes  us  priests. 

The  Jewish  priests  were  washed,  enrobed,  anoint- 
ed, and,  thus  consecrated  to  their  office,  they  could 
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enter  the  Holy  of  holies,  and  offer  the  appointed 
sacrifices.  Christians  are  priests.  They  are  washed 
in  the  blood  of  Christ ;  anointed  with  His  Spirit ; 
enrobed  in  His  righteousness.  Thus  are  they  always 
qualified  to  enter  within  the  vail,  and  to  bend  before 
the  mercy-seat ;  thus  are  they  divinely  consecrated 
to  minister  in  holy  services,  and  to  offer  spiritual 
sacrifices.  They  offer  their  bodies  and  souls  a  living 
and  holy  sacrifice  to  God ;  they  offer  to  Him  daily 
the  gratitude  of  their  hearts,  the  praises  of  their 
lips,  and  the  labours  of  their  lives.  They  do  good 
to  all  men,  but  especially  to  the  household  of  faith ; 
they  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  they  send  the 
Gospel  to  the  heathen.  As  priests,  they  pray  for 
their  families,  and  for  their  country ;  for  the  church, 
and  for  the  world.  "  They  make  supplications  and 
intercessions  for  kings"  and  for  rulers ;  for  all  in 
authority  and  for  all  mankind. 

Further : 

(3.)  He  makes  us  priests  and  kings  unto  God  and 
His  Father. 

By  His  blood  He  has  redeemed  us  to  God,  and 
made  us  priests  and  kings  for  His  possession,  and 
His  service,  and  His  glory.  As  priests,  Christians 
offer  to  God  their  sacrifices  of  holiness  and  devotion 
and  charity,  not  as  meritorious  services,  but  as  living 
evidences  of  their  faith,  acceptable  to  Him  only 
through  Jesus  Christ.  For,  though  the  offerer  is 
defiled,  and  the  offering  defective,  yet  both  are  ac- 
cepted for  His  sake. — As  kings,  Christians  are  put  in 
possession  of  the  kingdom  of  grace,  in  which  they 
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reign  in  holiness  to  God ;  and  are  made  heirs  of  the 
kingdom  of  glory,  in  which  they  will  be  enthroned 
with  Christ,  and  crowned  with  life.  "  Be  thou  faith- 
ful unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life  ;" 
for,  to  him  that  overcometh,  saith  Christ,  will  I  give 
to  sit  with  Me  on  my  throne,  even  as  I  also  over- 
came, and  am  sat  down  with  my  Father  on  his 
throne." 

Such,  then,  is  the  DIVINE  PERSON  who  has  loved 
us  ;  and  such  are  the  ETERNAL  BENEFITS  which  He 
has  obtained  for  our  souls  :  to  Him,  therefore,  with 
every  expression  of  adoration  and  gratitude ;  "  to 
Him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen." 

"  To  Him  be  glory  ;*' — the  glory  of  the  Godhead 
as  one  with  the  Father ;  and  the  glory  of  redemp- 
tion, as  the  Saviour  of  sinners.  "  To  Him  be  domi- 
nion ;" — to  Him  be  universal  sovereignty,  as  King  of 
all  worlds,  and  everlasting  homage  as  Lord  of  all 
creatures.  May  His  kingdom  come,  and  His  glory 
fill  the  world.  Amen  !  So  may  it  be  !  So  shall  it  be  ! 
So  let  it  be,  O  Lord,  for  ever  and  ever  ! 

But,  to  conclude : 

1.  Some  persons,  who  call  themselves  Christians, 
deny  the  Divinity  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

But,  if  He  be  not  divine,  how  can  He  wear  divine 
names,  and  possess  divine  attributes,  and  perform 
divine  works,  and  receive  divine  honours  ?  If  He 
be  not  divine,  how  can  He  atone  for  sin,  or  sanctify 
the  church,  or  obtain  the  worship  of  God  ?  If  He 
be  not  divine,  how  could  the  apostle  ascribe  "  do- 
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minion  and  glory  for  ever  and   ever  to  Him,  who 
loved  us,   and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own 
blood,  and  made  us  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and 
His  Father?" 
Again  : 

Other  persons,  who  also  call  themselves  Christians, 
deny  the  corruption  of  human  nature,  while  they  talk 
of  the  goodness  of  their  heart,  and  of  the  innocency 
of  their  conduct.  But,  if  we  are  pure  in  heart,  and 
innocent  in  conduct,  what  is  the  meaning  of  our 
text  ?  Does  the  blood  of  Christ  cleanse  the  pure, 
who  need  no  cleansing  ?  and  atone  for  the  innocent, 
who  need  no  atonement  ?  No,  my  brethren,  we  are 
not  pure  and  innocent,  but  corrupt  and  sinful  crea- 
tures, exposed  in  our  natural  state  to  everlasting 
punishment. 

2.  Have  you,  then,  discovered  the  perishing  state  of 
your  souls,  and  looked  to  Christ  crucified  for  salvation  ? 
Have  you  felt  the  influence  of  His  love  in  dying 
for  your  souls,  and  the  virtue  of  His  blood  in  wash- 
ing away  your  sins  ?  Has  He  "  made  you  kings  and 
priests  unto  God  ?"  Has  He  "  washed  you  and 
sanctified  you  in  His  own  divine  name,  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  God  ?"  Do  you  mortify  the  lusts  of  the 
flesh,  and  overcome  the  enemies  of  your  souls  ?  Do 
you  offer  to  His  Father  the  sacrifices  of  gratitude 
and  righteousness  ?  Have  you  received  into  your 
heart  the  earnests  of  grace  and  the  hope  of  glory  ? 
Is  He,  even  Jesus,  who  is  gone  to  prepare  a  king- 
dom for  His  people,  preparing  your  souls  for  His 
kingdom  ? 
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3.  But  you,  who  live  in  sin,  and  idolize  the  world; 
— you,    who   forget   your   God,    and  neglect  your 
soul ; — you,  who  resist  the   Spirit,    and   deny  the 
Lord,  who  bought  you  with  His  blood — you  must  be 
warned !     You  are  not  washed  from  wickedness,  but 
are  wallowing  in  iniquity  :— you  are  not  kings  and 
priests  unto  God,  but  slaves  and  factors  of  Satan  ; — 
not  heirs  of  glory,  but  of  wrath;  liable  every  moment 
to  die  ;  and  if  you  die  impenitent,  or  in  your  present 
state,  how  can  you  escape,  or  how  can  you  endure  the 
wrath  of  the  Lamb  ? 

4.  But  ye,  who  feel  your  corruption,    and  weep 
for  your  sins, — who   confess   your  guilt,  and  pray 
for  pardon,  be  encouraged  to  look  to  Jesus  ;  for  He 
loves  the  prayer  of  the  penitent.     You   cannot  look 
to  Jesus  through  a  better  medium  than  the  tears  of 
repentance.     Nor  should  you  doubt  His  willingness 
to  save  ;  for  He  died  for  the  ungodly ;  nor  should 
you  doubt  His  power  to  save ;  for  His  blood  cleans- 
eth  from  all  sin.     Look,  then,  to  Him,  and  be  saved. 
Look,  then,  to  Him,  who  loved  you  ;  and  He  will 
"  wash  away  your  sins  in  His  own  blood ;  and  make 
you  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and  His  Father." 

Finally  : 

5.  Ye  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  let  His 
love  to   your   souls  take  from   you  all  conceit   of 
goodness  and  merit ;  for  He  loved  you  when  you 
were  sinners,  and  died  for  you  when  you  were  ene- 
mies.    Let  His  love  constrain  you  to  all  holy  obedi- 
ence and  to  all  brotherly  love  ;  for  He  died  for  you 
that  ye  should  live  to  Him,  and  love  one  another, 
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as  He  loved  you.  (2  Cor.  v.  14.)  Let  His  love 
encourage  you  in  every  conflict,  and  comfort  you  in 
every  sorrow ;  for  those  whom  He  loves,  He  loves 
unto  the  end.  He  loves  them  as  the  Father  loves 
Him,  with  an  everlasting  love.  "  As  the  Father  hath 
loved  me,"  says  He,  "  even  so  have  I  loved  you." 
For  He  who  "  loved  you,  and  washed  you  from  your 
sins  in  His  own  blood,"  will  not  forsake  you  in  your 
sufferings,  nor  desert  you  in  your  conflicts,  nor  aban- 
don you  at  death,  nor  leave  you  in  the  grave ;  but 
will  raise  you  in  His  likeness  from  the  dust,  and 
bring  you  to  His  glory  in  heaven. 

Ye  may  be,  0  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus ;  ye 
may  be  a  hated  race  and  a  despised  people  among 
men  ;  but  ye  are  "a  chosen  generation,  and  a  royal 
priesthood  unto  God."  You  cannot  too  greatly  ad- 
mire the  love  of  Christ,  which  was  stronger  than 
death  ;  nor  too  highly  prize  His  blood,  which  cleanses 
from  all  sin  ;  nor  too  diligently  cherish  His  Spirit, 
who  makes  you  "  kings  and  priests  unto  God  and 
His  Father."  Duly  value,  and  daily  improve  your 
high  privileges.  Daily  confess  your  sins  to  your 
God  and  Father ;  daily  pray  for  the  pardon  of 
sin  through  the  blood  of  His  Son ;  daily  ad- 
vance in  holiness  of  life  through  the  help  of  His 
Spirit.  Thus  daily  live  by  faith  in  Him  who  loved 
you,  and  gave  Himself  for  you  ;  and  thus  be  faith- 
ful and  obedient  unto  death.  Then  will  you  after 
death  serve  God  as  priests,  and  reign  with  God  as 
kings  for  ever  and  ever  in  heaven. 
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SERMON  XXVI. 

THE  WITNESS  OF  THE  SPIRIT. 
REV.  ii.  17. 

To  him  that  overcometh,  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the 
hidden  manna,  and  will  give  him  a  white  stone, 
and  in  the  stone  a  new  name  written,  which  no 
man  knoweth,  saving  he  that  receiveth  it. 

THE  beloved  apostle  was  commanded  to  write 
seven  distinct  epistles  to  the  seven  churches  of  Asia. 
These  epistles,  though  peculiarly  suited  to  the 
churches  to  which  they  were  first  addressed,  are 
yet  meant  for  all  the  churches  of  Christ  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  "  He  that  hath  an  ear  let  him  hear 
what  the  Spirit  saith  to  the  churches."  Our  text  is 
part  of  one  of  these  epistles,  part  of  the  epistle  to 
the  church  at  Pergamos.  "  To  him  that  over- 
cometh,  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna,  and 
will  give  him  a  white  stone,  and  in  the  stone  a  new 
name  written,  which  no  man  knoweth,  saving  he 
that  receiveth  it." 
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In  the  text  we  have  a  divine  Giver,  a  victorious 
receiver,  and  a  mysterious  gift. 
Let  us,  then,  speak  of 

I.  THE  DIVINE  GIVER. 

The  Speaker  is  the  Giver ;  and  the  Giver  is  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  "  To  him,"  says  Christ,  "  that 
overcometh,  will  I  give."  The  Giver  is  the  Alpha 
and  the  Omega ;  the  beginning  and  the  ending ; 
the  first  and  the  last.  He  was,  and  is,  and  is  to 
come,  the  Almighty.  He  is  the  beginning  of  the 
creation  of  God.  (iii.  14.)  He  is  the  Creator  of 
all  things ;  "  by  Him  all  things  were  made."  He  is 
the  Preserver  of  all  things ;  "  by  Him  all  things  con- 
sist." (John  i.  3.)  He  is  the  Holy  One  and  the 
Just ;  the  Amen,  the  Faithful  and  True  Witness ; 
the  Wisdom  and  the  Word  of  God.  The  Spirit  of 
Jehovah  was  upon  Him  to  preach  good  tidings  to 
the  meek.  (i.  5 ;  iii.  14.)  He  is  the  Lamb  that 
was  slain,  (ver.  6.)  The  sacrifice  appointed  by  God 
to  take  away  the  sin  of.  the  world.  His  blood 
cleanses  from  all  sin ;  His  blood  makes  white  the 
robes  of  the  saints  in  light;  His  blood  purchases  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  "  He  is  the  first  begotten  of  the 
dead."  (i.  5.)  "  He  liveth,  though  He  was  dead  ; 
and  behold,  He  liveth  for  evermore."  He  is  the 
everliving  Redeemer,  and  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
cession. He  is  the  Lamb  standing  on  Mount  Zion, 
(xiv.  1,)  "  Head  over  all  things  to  His  church." 
His  hands  holds  the  seven  stars;  His  feet  walk 
among  the  seven  golden  candlesticks ;  His  presence 
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abides  "  with  His  church  even  to  the  end  of  the 
world."  "  He  is  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne."  (vii.  17.)  "  To  Him  all  power  in  earth 
and  heaven  is  given ;"  He  is  "  the  Prince  of  the 
kings  of  the  earth ;  He  is  the  Lord  of  the  angels  in 
heaven."  "  He  has  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death  ;" 
(i.  18;)  principalities,  powers,  dominions,  thrones,  all 
creatures  and  all  worlds  are  put  under  His  feet.  On 
His  head  He  has  many  crowns,  (xix.  12,  13.)  "•  He 
is  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords ;"  "  His  king- 
dom is  universal  and  everlasting,  (xvii.  14;  xix.  16; 
Dan.  vii.)  He  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever." 

Such  is  the  divine  Giver ;  such  is  He  who  in  our 
text  says,  "  I  will  give." 

Let  us  next  speak  of, 

II.  THE  VICTORIOUS  RECEIVER. 

"  To  him  that  overcometh  will  I  give." 

1.  Christ  is  the  Captain  of  salvation ;  the  Chris- 
tian is  a  soldier  of  Christ;  and  the  victorious  re- 
ceiver is  the  victorious  Christian. 

But  no  man  can  be  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  Christ, 
and  overcome  his  spiritual  foes,  until  he  is  born 
again  of  the  Spirit.  "  Whosoever  is  born  of  God, 
he  only  overcomes  the  world."  "  In  our  baptism, 
therefore,  which  is  a  sign  of  regeneration,  (Art.  xxvii.,) 
we  are  signed  with  the  sign  of  the  cross,  in  token 
that  hereafter  we  shall  not  be  ashamed  to  confess  the 
faith  of  Christ  crucified,  and  manfully  to  fight  under 
His  banner  against  sin,  the  world,  and  the  devil, 
and  to  continue  Christ's  faithful  soldiers  unto  our 
life's  end." 
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Again : 

2.  In  this  warfare  the  soldier  of  Christ  is  clad 
in  "  the  armour  of  God" 

This  armour  "  is  the  armour  of  righteousness ;" 
and  because  it  is  as  beautiful  as  it  is  strong,  it  is  also 
"  the  armour  of  light."  His  loins  are  girt  about 
with  truth ;  his  heart  is  covered  with  the  breast- 
plate of  righteousness ;  his  feet  are  shod  with  the 
preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace  ;  and  his  is  head 
covered  with  the  helmet  of  salvation. 

The  doctrines  which  the  Christian  soldier  believes, 
being  derived  entirely  from  the  word  of  truth,  are 
the  sole  foundation  and  support  of  his  soul.  These 
doctrines,  like  a  girdle,  are  bound  round  his  heart. 
"  He  is  girt  about  with  truth"  He  practises  what 
he  believes.  He  omits  no  known  duty;  he  com- 
mits no  wilful  sin ;  he  fulfils  all  righteousness ;  he 
has  confidence  towards  God.  His  heart  condemns 
him  not ;  "  his  heart  is  covered  with  the  breastplate 
of  righteousness."  Through  the  shedding  of  the 
blood  of  Christ,  he  is  at  peace  with  God ;  through 
the  sprinkling  of  that  blood  on  his  conscience,  he 
has  peace  within;  having  imbibed  the  Spirit  of 
Christ,  he  desires  and  labours  to  be  at  peace  with 
all  mankind.  Wherever  he  goes,  though  a  soldier, 
he  goes  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  prepared  to  commu- 
nicate "  the  gospel  of  peace"  to  all  around.  This 
spirit  of  peace,  like  the  iron  sandals  of  ancient 
warriors,  qualifying  them  to  tread  on  roads  of  flint, 
and  spikes  of  steel,  will  enable  him  to  pass  unhurt 
through  difficulties  and  dangers.  "  His  feet  are 
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shod  with  the  preparation  of  the  gospel  of  peace." 
While  he  believes  the  whole  truth,  and  practises  all 
righteousness,  the  hope  of  eternal  salvation  will,  in 
his  hottest  conflicts,  strengthen  and  cheer  his  soul. 
"  For  a  helmet  he  has  a  hope  of  salvation"  Such 
is  the  armour  of  the  Christian  soldier.  His  arms 
are  the  shield  of  faith,  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and 
the  Spirit  of  prayer.  He  exercises  a  lively  faith  in 
Christ  Jesus,  depending  on  His  blood  for  pardon 
and  justification,  on  His  Spirit  for  grace  and  sanc- 
tification,  on  His  merits  for  a  title  to  heaven,  on  His 
word  for  the  fulfilment  of  His  promises.  "  Above 
all,  he  takes  the  shield  of  faith."  That  he  may 
march  in  the  right  way,  and  be  prepared  for  every 
adversary,  he  "  meditates  in  the  law  of  God  day 
and  night."  He  writes  it  in  his  understanding ;  he 
fixes  it  in  his  memory ;  he  lays  it  up  in  his  heart. 
With  this  word  he  fights ;  by  this  word  he  con- 
quers. "  He  takes  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  which 
is  the  word  of  God."  All  his  strength  to  contend 
and  to  conquer,  comes  from  his  Lord  in  heaven,  and 
is  granted  in  answer  to  prayer.  He  is,  therefore, 
"  instant  in  prayer,  praying  always,  with  all  prayer, 
and  supplication  in  the  Spirit." 

Further : 

3.  The  Christian  soldier  has  need  to  put  on  all 
his  armour,  and  to  wield  all  his  arms,  for  his 
enemies  are  numerous,  and  subtle,  and  mighty. 

The  world  is  the  enemy  of  the  Christian.  Its  prince 
is  the  devil ;  its  course  is  evil ;  its  end  is  destruc- 
tion ;  the  Christian,  therefore,  separates  himself  from 
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sinners,  and  comes  out  of  the  world ;  and  because 
he  is  not  of  the  world,  the  world  will  hate  and 
trouble  and  oppose  and  persecute  him.  But, 
"  believing  that  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,"  he  over- 
comes the  world  ;  "  for  this  is  the  victory  which  over- 
comes the  world,  even  our  faith." 

Natural  corruption,  in  Scripture  styled  the  flesh, 
is  the  enemy  of  the  Christian.  "  In  our  flesh 
dwelleth  no  good  thing."  "  Our  heart  is  deceitful 
above  all  things,  and  desperately  wicked."  St.  Paul, 
feeling  the  flesh,  or  the  law  of  sin,  warring  against 
the  spirit,  or  the  law  of  his  mind,  sadly  exclaimed, 
"Who  shall  deliver  me"  from  this  enemy?  But 
soon  he  gladly  added,  "  I  thank  God  that  through 
Jesus  Christ  I  may  be  delivered."  And  every 
Christian  soldier,  who  relies  on  the  sacrifice,  and 
prays  in  the  Spirit  of  his  Lord,  shall  overcome  and 
crucify  the  lusts  of  the  flesh. 

Satan  is  the  enemy  of  the  Christian.  He  is  em- 
phatically our  adversary  the  devil.  He  possesses 
might  and  malice  and  subtilty,  unknown.  Even 
the  Son  of  God  prayed  to  be  delivered  from  him  in 
the  hour  of  darkness.  (John  xii.  27  ;  Luke  xxii.  53.) 
He  is  the  great  deceiver  of  souls ;  and,  in  order  to 
deceive,  he  transforms  himself  into  an  angel  of  light. 
He  is  the  accuser  of  the  brethren,  and  strives  with 
fiery  darts  to  be  their  destroyer.  He  has  artful 
"  wiles,"  and  subtle  "  devices"  to  allure  us  into  his 
hidden  "  snares,"  and  then  to  plunge  us  for  ever  in 
his  horrible  "  depths."  (Rev.  xii.  9,  10,  11 ;  2  Cor. 
ii.  11;  2  Tim.  ii.  26;  Rev.  ii.  24;  Eph.  iv.  27.) 
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The  Christian  soldier,  however,  gives  not  place  to 
the  devil,  but  resists  him  stedfast  in  the  faith  ;  and, 
by  faithful  resistance,  compels  him  to  flee.  With 
the  shield  of  faith  the  Christian  effectually  quenches 
the  fiery  darts  of  Satan,  and  soon  will  he,  as  victor, 
triumphantly  "  tread  him  under  his  feet."  (Rev.  ii. 
24 ;  Eph.  iv.  27;  Rom.  xvi.  20;  Jam.  iv.  7.)  Whatever 
may  be  the  trials  of  the  time  in  which  the  Christian 
lives,  or  of  the  church  of  which  he  is  a  member, 
he  endures  hardship  and  maintains  the  fight  as  a 
good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.  Clad  in  the  armour  of 
God,  and  using  the  arms  of  the  Spirit,  instant  in 
prayer  and  dependent  on  grace,  inflexible  in  faith 
and  unblamable  in  conduct,  overcoming  the  world, 
the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  the  Christian  is  obedient 
unto  death  ;  and,  after  death,  enters  as  a  conqueror 
into  life  in  heaven. 

We  proceed  to  speak  of 

III.  THE  MYSTERIOUS  GIFT. 

"  I  will  give  him  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna ;  and 
I  will  give  him  a  white  stone,  and  in  the  stone  a  new 
name  written,  which  no  man  knoweth,  saving  he  that 
receiveth  it." 

The  mysterious  Gift  is  two-fold ;  it  is  the  "  hidden 
manna,  and  the  white  stone." 

1.  "  I  will  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna." 

(1.)  The  manna  of  the  Israelites  was  a  small  and 
pearly  grain,  white  as  the  hoar  frost,  round  in  shape, 
in  size  like  coriander  seed.  It  was  well  adapted  to 
support  life,  and  was  suited  to  every  taste ;  it  was 
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sufficient  for  the  whole  nation,  and  was  afforded 
indiscriminately  to  the  lowest  servant,  and  to  the 
highest  prince.  They  all  partook  of  angels'  food — all 
ate  the  bread  of  heaven.  "  They  did  all  eat  the 
same  spiritual  meat,  and  did  all  drink  the  same 
spiritual  drink ;"  they  ate  of  the  manna  which  fell 
around  their  tents,  and  drank  of  the  stream  which 
followed  them ;  and  that  manna,  and  that  stream, 
was  Christ.  (1  Cor.  ii.  3.)  Had  not  the  manna  typi- 
fied Christ,  it  would  not  have  been  spiritual  food. 
The  manna  was  the  figurative  bread, — Christ  is  the 
true  bread  from  heaven. 

(2.)  Christ  is  called  "  the  hidden  manna,"  because 
He  was  hidden  under  the  figure  of  the  visible  manna 
of  the  wilderness.  The  material  manna  was  a  sign 
and  pledge  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  spiritual  and  hidden 
manna.  Man  by  nature  can  neither  desire  nor 
discover  this  spiritual  food.  It  is  "  hidden"  not 
only  from  the  profane  and  ungodly,  but  from  the 
wise  and  prudent  in  their  own  sight.  It  is  " hidden' 
from  all  self-righteous  and  unregenerate  men.  It  is 
"hidden"  from  the  bodily  eyes  of  the  children  of  God, 
and  is  seen  by  them  only  with  the  eye  of  faith.  It 
is  revealed  to  them  by  the  agency  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  is  enjoyed  by  them  only  in  "  the  mysteri- 
ous commerce"  of  their  souls  with  their  Saviour. 
"It  is  the  secret  of  the  Lord,  with  them  that  fear 
Him."  (See  John  xiv.  23.) 

(3.)  When  the  Jews  said  to  our  Lord, — "  Our 
fathers  did  eat  manna  in  the  wilderness,"  He  replied, 
"  I  am  that  bread  of  life — I  am  the  true  and  living 
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bread,  which  was  typified  by  the  material  and  visible 
manna."  "  To  eat,  therefore,  of  the  hidden  manna," 
is  to  partake  of  Christ  by  faith,  and  through  His 
death  to  obtain  redemption  from  death  eternal. 
"  FOR  THE  BREAD,"  says  Christ,  "  WHICH  I  SHALL 

GIVE    IS    MY    FLESH,    WHICH    I    SHALL    GIVE    FOR    THE 

LIFE  OF  THE  WORLD."  To  partake  of  Christ  is  from 
Him  to  derive  spiritual  life  to  our  souls.  "  For  the 
bread  of  God  is  He,  who  cometh  down  from  heaven, 
and  giveth  life  to  the  world."  "  And  except  ye  eat 
my  flesh,  and  drink  my  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in 
your  To  partake  of  Christ  is  to  receive  from  Him 
continual  support  for  our  spiritual  life  :  "  I  am  the 
bread  of  life ;  he  that  cometh  to  Me  shall  never 
hunger ;  he  that  believeth  on  Me  shall  never  thirst ;" 
"  he  that  eateth  Me  shall  live  by  Me."  To  partake  of 
Christ  is,  through  His  Spirit,  to  live  in  communion 
with  Him  :  "  He  that  eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketh 
my  blood,  dwelleth  in  Me,  and  I  in  him."  To  par- 
take of  Christ  is  to  possess,  through  His  death  and 
resurrection,  the  glorious  hope  of  resurrection  to 
eternal  life  :  "  Whoso  eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketh 
my  blood,  hath  eternal  life,  and  I  will  raise  him  up 
at  the  last  day ;  for  he  that  eateth  of  this  bread, 
shall  live  for  ever."  "  To  eat  of  the  hidden  manna," 
is,  through  faith,  to  partake  of  Christ  crucified — it  is 
to  derive  from  Him  new  life  to  the  soul,  and  con- 
stant supplies  of  grace  to  support  and  invigorate 
this  new  life — it  is  to  live  in  communion  with  Him, 
and  in  this  communion  to  enjoy  the  hope  of  resur- 
rection to  eternal  life,  together  with  an  earnest  and 
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a  pledge  of  those  joys  which  gladden  the  saints  in 
heaven.  (John  vi.  33,  56.) 

But,  again, 

2.  "  I  will  give  him  a  white  stone,  and  in  the 
stone  a  new  name  written,  which  no  man  knoweth, 
saving  he  that  receiveth  it." 

(1.)  What  is  meant  by  the  "  white  stone  ?" 

In  the  courts  of  justice  among  the  ancient  Greeks, 
two  sorts  of  stones  were  used  in  giving  judgment. 
These  stones  were  called  "  absolving  and  condemning 
stones."  A  white  stone  cast  into  an  urn  was  a  token 
of  absolution ;  a  black  stone,  of  condemnation.  "  I 
will  give  him,"  says  Christ,  the  Judge  of  all, — "  I  will 
give  him  a  white  stone ;  I  will  absolve  him,  pardon 
him,  justify  him."  Hence  will  flow  into  his  heart 
unspeakable  peace  with  God,  and  a  sure  hope  of 
public  justification  in  the  last  day.  "  Being  justified 
by  faith  we  have  peace  with  God,  and  rejoice  in  hope 
of  glory."  "  I  will  give  him  a  white  stone  :"  I  will 
not  only  give  him  full  absolution  or  justification  from 
all  his  sins ;  but  I  will  enable  him  to  know  that  he 
is  absolved  and  justified. 

For, 

(2.)  "  In  the  white  stone  a  new  name  is  written, 
which  no  man  knoweth,  saving  he  that  receiveth  it." 

He  that  receives  the  white  stone,  knows  the  new 
name,  which  is  written  upon  it.  What  is  this  new 
name  ?  When  a  man  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  he  is 
brought  into  a  new  state,  and  becomes  a  new  creature 
in  Christ  Jesus.  In  the  heart  of  "  the  new  creature" 
the  Spirit  of  God  forms  the  divine  image,  and  writes 
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a  new  name  ;  and  this  new  name  is  "  Child,  or  Son 
of  God."  "  Upon  him  that  overcometh,  will  I  write 
my  new  name."  (Rev.  iii.  12.)  "  He  that  over- 
cometh shall  inherit  all  things ;  and  /  will  be  his 
God,  and  he  shall  be  my  Son"  (Rev.  xxi.  7-) 

This  new  name  indicates  affection.  Christians,  be- 
lievers in  Christ,  are  sons  of  God,  "  the  dear  chil- 
dren, the  beloved  of  the  Father."  With  them  the 
Father  is  well  pleased.  Not  satisfied  with  saying, 
"  I  will  be  their  God,  and  they  shall  be  my  people," 
He  tenderly  adds,  "  and  I  will  be  a  Father  unto 
them ;  and  they  shall  be  my  sons  and  daughters, 
saith  the  Lord  Almighty." 

Again : 

This  new  name  indicates  dignity.  When  Abram 
received  his  new  name,  he  became  "  a  father  of  na- 
tions." When  Jacob  received  his  new  name,  he 
became  "  a  prince  unto  God."  Christian  sare  "  the 
sons  of  God," — a  name  more  dignified  cannot  be 
given  to  the  sons  of  men. 

Further : 

The  gift  of  the  white  stone  with  the  new  name 
implies  the  assurance  of  faith,  or  the  spirit  of  adop- 
tion, whereby  we  cry,  Abba,  Father  !  "  The  Spirit 
itself  beareth  witness  with  our  spirits  that  we  are  the 
sons  of  God  ;  and  if  sons,  then  heirs ;  heirs  of  God, 
and  joint  heirs  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord."  (Rom. 
viii.  16;  Gal.  v.  6 ;  1  John  v.  10.) 

Finally  : 

On  this  point,  the  new  name  written  on  the  white 
stone,  and  given  to  the  Christian  conqueror,  teaches 


THE    WITNESS    OF    THE    SPIRIT.  391 

that  holiness  of  life,  and  the  adoption  of  sons,  are 
inseparable  from  justification  by  faith  in  Christ 
Jesus.  The  white  stone  is  given  only  to  the  con- 
queror. 

Again  : 

(3.)  The  adoption  of  the  believer  can  be  known 

only  by  the  believer  himself;  and  by  him  only  in 

the  inmost  sanctuary  of  his  own  conscience.     None 

else  can  apprehend  its  nature ;  none  else  can  prize 

its  excellency ;  none  else  can  taste  its  joy.     "  No 

man  knoweth  this  name,  saving  he  that  receiveth  it." 

When  the  Spirit  of  God  shines  with  holy  light  on 

His  own  work  in  the  soul  of  the  believer,  the  new 

name,  written  on  his  heart,  becomes  legible,  and  the 

believer  reads  it  and  knows  within,  that  he  is  a  son 

or  child  of  God.     By  comparing  the  work  of  the 

Spirit  in  renewing  sinners  in  the  divine  image,  as 

that  work  is  described  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  with 

the  work  of  the  Spirit,   as  it  is  effected  in  his  own 

soul,  he  has  not  only  an  internal  consciousness,  but 

the  witness  of  the  Spirit  in  himself,  that  he  is  •".  a  son 

of  God."     This  internal  consciousness,  this  witness 

of  the  Spirit,  this  divine  adoption  of  sonship,  this 

new  name  on  the  white  stone,  "  none  can  know  but 

he  that  receives  it."     We  must  hear  music,  before 

we  can  know  its  melody.     We  must  taste  honey, 

before  we  can  know  its  sweetness.    We  must  eat  the 

hidden  manna,  and  receive  the  white  stone  with  its 

new  name ;  or,  in  plain  terms,  we  must  believe  in 

Christ,  and  obtain  the  assurance  of  faith;  we  must 

receive  the  adoption  of  sons,  and  possess  the  witness 
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of  the  Spirit,  before  we  can  fully  know  the  precious- 
ness  of  Christ.  And  this  knowledge  will  in  our  soul 
enkindle  a  hope  which  is  full  of  glory,  and  afford  a 
joy  which  cannot  be  expressed. 

In  sum,  then,  the  Divine  Giver,  in  the  text,  is  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ;  the  victorious  receiver  is  the 
zealous  and  holy  believer  of  the  Gospel ;  the  myste- 
rious gift  is  the  life  and  assurance  of  faith, — the  hope 
and  the  foretaste  of  glory.  "  To  him  that  over- 
cometh  will  I  give  to  eat  of  the  hidden  manna,  and 
will  give  him  a  white  stone,  and  in  the  stone  a  new 
name  written,  which  no  man  knoweth,  saving  he 
who  receiveth  it." 

To  conclude : 

1.  There  can  be  no  reward,  where  there  is  no 
victory ;  no  victory,  where  there  is  no  battle.  We 
cannot  be  crowned,  unless  we  conquer;  we  cannot 
conquer,  unless  we  fight  for  Christ ;  we  cannot  fight 
for  Christ,  unless  we  are  soldiers  of  Christ ;  we  can- 
not be  soldiers  of  Christ,  unless  we  are  born  again  of 
the  Spirit.  Only  by  this  spiritual  birth  can  we  be 
enrolled  in  the  army,  or  fight  under  the  banners 
of  Christ.  Allow  me,  then,  my  brethren,  to  inquire, 
Have  you  been  born  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ?  As 
good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ,  are  you  now  fighting 
under  His  banners  against  the  enemies  of  your 
souls?  If  you  are  not  thus  fighting,  you  are 
not  the  soldiers  of  Christ;  if  you  are  not  the 
soldiers  of  Christ,  you  are  not  born  of  the  Spi- 
rit; if  you  are  not  born  of  the  Spirit,  you  are  in 
your  natural  state ;  if  you  are  in  your  natural 
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state,  you  are  lovers  of  the  world,  slaves  of  Satan, 
children  of  wrath.  In  this  state  you  are  totally 
ignorant  of  the  hidden  manna,  of  the  white  stone, 
of  the  new  name.  In  this  state  you  are  totally 
devoid  of  the  peace  of  God,  of  the  comfort  of  the 
Spirit,  of  the  hope  of  glory.  If  you  continue  to 
live,  and  die  in  this  state,  you  cannot  but  perish. 
May  God  in  mercy  direct  your  hearts  to  Christ. 
And  why,  brethren,  "  why  will  you  die  ?"  Jesus 
came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners.  He  died  on 
the  cross  to  save  you.  He  is  able  to  save  to  the 
uttermost.  He  will  cast  out  none  that  comes  to 
Him  for  salvation.  0  that  ye,  who  are  not  born 
of  the  Spirit,  nor  fighting  in  the  army  of  Christ, 
would  repent  and  return  to  God  by  His  Son  !  0 
that  ye  would  believe  in  Christ  Jesus,  that  all  the 
blessings  of  salvation  might  be  yours  ! 

'2.  But,  ye  Christians,  take  to  yourselves  the  whole 
armour  of  God,  that  ye  may  be  able  to  withstand  in 
the  evil  day,  and  having  done  all,  to  stand.  "  Sol- 
diers of  Christ,  arise  !  and  put  your  armour  on." 
Put  on  the  girdle  of  truth,  the  breastplate  of  righte- 
ousness, the  sandals  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  helmet  of 
salvation.  Grasp  the  shield  of  faith,  and  wield  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit.  Pray  with  all  prayer  and  sup- 
plication; pray  instantly,  pray  always;  and  then, 
under  the  banners  of  Christ,  you  will,  in  your  spiri- 
tual warfare,  "  go  forth  conquering  and  to  conquer." 
"  Your  enemies,  indeed,  are  powerful,  and  your 
conflict  is  arduous  ;  but  mighty  is  the  succour  given  ; 
high  is  the  reward  proposed."  Under  the  Captain 
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of  salvation  fight  the  good  fight ;  and,  through  Him 
who  loved  us,  you  will  be  more  than  conquerors. 
You  may,  in  your  conflict,  seem  sometimes  deprived 
of  all  succour  ;  but  even  then  "  you  shall  have  bread 
to  eat,  which  the  world  knows  not  of."  Unrighteous 

'  o 

men  will  condemn  you,  and  cast  out  your  names  as 
evil ;  but  the  righteous  Judge  will  acquit  you,  and 
give  you  a  name  better  than  the  name  of  sons  and 
daughters.  Your  corrupt  nature  will  often  compel 
you  to  exclaim,  "  O  wretched  man  that  I  am  !  who 
shall  deliver  me  from  this  body  of  sin  ?"  But  your 
Saviour,  from  His  throne,  will  make  you  strong  in 
faith,  and  enable  you  to  sing,  "  Thanks  be  unto 
God,  who  giveth  us  the  victory."  Satan  will  never 
cease  to  assault  you  ;  but  by  the  power  of  faith,  and 
by  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  you  will  put  him  to 
flight.  "  For  ye  are  of  God,  and  shall  overcome 
your  enemies ;  because,  greater  is  He  who  is  in  you, 
than  he  who  is  in  "  them.  (1  John  iv.  4.) 

The  Lord  Jesus  will  "  give  you  to  eat  of  the 
hidden  manna;"  and  you  shall  "  feed  on  Him  in 
your  hearts  by  faith  with  thanksgiving."  "  He  will 
give  you  the  white  stone  on  which  the  new  name  is 
written ;"  and  His  Spirit,  assuring  you  of  your  jus- 
tification through  faith  in  His  blood,  will  witness  with 
your  Jiearts  that  you  are  the  sons  of  God ;  and  while 
He  makes  you  meet  for  heaven,  will  give  you  holy 
earnests  of  eternal  life.  To  receive  this  adoption  of 
sons  ;  to  possess  this  witness  of  the  Spirit ;  to  desire 
and  to  feel  increasing  meetness  for  heaven ;  to  par- 
take and  to  improve  fresh  foretastes  of  glory ;  all 
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this  will,  I  repeat,  "  enkindle  in  your  soul  a  hope 
which  cannot  be  conceived,  and  afford  to  your  heart 
a  joy  which  cannot  be  expressed."  If  such  be  your 
joy  here,  what  will  be  your  joy  hereafter ; — what 
will  be  your  joy,  when  you  shall  shine  in  all  the 
glory,  and  share  in  all  the  riches  of  Christ?  What 
will  be  your  joy,  when  your  adoption  into  the  family 
of  heaven  is  complete,  and  your  resemblance  to  the 
image  of  Christ  is  perfect  ?  What  will  be  your  joy, 
when  Christ  justifies  you  before  the  assembled  uni- 
verse, and  honours  you  as  His  own  brethren  ?  What 
will  be  your  joy,  when  you  are  seated  with  your 
Saviour  on  His  throne,  and  see  Him  as  He  is ;  when 
your  life  is  united  with  His  life,  and  your  glory  with 
His  glory,  for  ever  and  ever  ? 

May  God  enable  you  all  to  be  faithful  unto  death ; 
that,  when  dying,  ye  may  say,  "  I  have  fought  the 
good  fight ;  I  have  kept  the  faith  ;  henceforth  there 
is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteousness,  and  life." 
Amen. 
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SERMON   XXVII. 

THE  SONG  OF  THE  REDEEMED. 

REV.  v.  12. 
Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain. 

GREAT  and  manifold  are  the  names  and  titles  which 
are  given  in  Scripture  to  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
He  is  the  Seed  of  the  woman,  and  the  Promised 
Seed :  He  is  the  Shiloh  of  Jacob ;  the  Ruler  and 
Peacemaker  from  heaven  :  He  is  the  Angel  of  the 
divine  presence,  and  the  Angel  of  the  everlasting 
covenant :  He  is  the  Captain  of  the  Lord's  host,  and 
the  Captain  of  our  salvation  :  He  is  Immanuel,  God 
with  us  :  He  is  Messiah,  the  Anointed,  the  divine 
Prophet,  Priest,  and  King  :  He  is  the  wonderful 
Counsellor,  the  mighty  God,  the  everlasting  Father, 
the  Prince  of  Peace  :  He  is  Jehovah,  the  everliving 
Lord,  the  Lord  our  Righteousness  :  He  is  the  power 
and  the  wisdom  of  God  ;  the  Son  and  the  equal  of 
the  Father  :  He  is  the  Creator,  the  Preserver,  and 
the  Judge  of  the  world  :  He  is  Jesus — the  Saviour 
and  Redeemer  of  sinners  :  He  is  the  Mediator  be- 
tween God  and  man  ;  our  Intercessor  and  Advocate 
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with  God  :  He  is  the  root  and  offspring  of  David ; 
the  bright  and  morning  star  :  He  is  the  Sun  of 
righteousness,  and  the  Light  of  heaven :  He  is  the 
King  of  kings,  and  King  of  glory :  He  is  Lord  of 
lords,  Lord  of  hosts,  and  Lord  of  all :  He  is  God 
over  all  blessed  for  ever.  Such  are  some  of  the 
names  which  are  given  to  Jesus  Christ. 

But, 

There  is  no  name  in  which  our  Lord  so  much 
delighteth  ;  no  name  by  which  He  is  so  much  cele- 
brated in  glory  ;  as,  "  The  Lamb  that  was  slain." 
This  name  tunes  every  heart  and  tongue  in  heaven ; 
this  name  is  not  only  the  separate  song  of  saints  and 
angels  in  the  Church  triumphant;  but  it  is  thundered 
in  harmony  as  the  universal  chorus  by  all  creatures 
in  all  worlds,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 

In  the  following  discourse,  let  us  contemplate, 

I.  The  Lamb  that  was  slain  ;  and, 

II.  The  Lamb  that  is  worshipped  in  heaven. 
We  are  to  contemplate, 

I.  THE  LAMB  THAT  WAS  SLAIN. 

Here  we  may  notice, 

1 .   The  origin  of  His  name. 

The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  is  "  the  blood  of  the 
everlasting  covenant :"  for  He  is  "  the  Lamb  slain," 
in  the  divine  purpose,  from  all  eternity.  (1  Pet.  i. 
20,  21.)  He  is  "  the  Lamb"  typically  "  slain  in 
sacrifices  from  the  foundation  of  the  world."  Adam 
was,  doubtless,  after  his  fall,  divinely  taught  to  offer 
lambs  in  sacrifice  to  God;  and  "Abel"  afterwards, "in 
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faith,"  sacrificed  to  heaven  the  first  and  finest  lambs 
of  his  flock.  Abraham,  we  know,  was  wont  to  offer 
lambs  to  God  in,  sacrifice :  "  My  father !"  eagerly 
inquires  Isaac,  "  Behold  the  fire  and  the  wood  :  but 
where  is  the  lamb  for  a  burnt-offering  ?"  "  My  son," 
Abraham  sadly  replies,  "  God  will  provide  himself  a 
lamb  for  a  burnt-offering."  The  reply  of  Abraham 
might,  indeed,  intimate  more  than  he  understood ; 
but  how  true  was  this  reply,  both  with  respect  to 
himself  and  to  mankind — "  God  will  provide  himself 
a  lamb  for  a  burnt-offering."  Every  morning  and 
every  evening,  under  the  Mosaic  law, — on  every 
sabbath-day,  and  on  the  great  day  of  atonment  in 
every  year,  lambs  were  offered  in  sacrifice  to  God. 
As  types  of  Christ,  "  the  Lamb  of  God,"  all  these 
lambs  were  slain.  But,  "  the  paschal  Lamb,"  the 
Lamb  slain  at  the  Jewish  Passover,"  "  the  Lamb 
without  blemish  and  without  spot,"  of  which,  in 
offering,  "  not  a  bone  was  to  be  broken,"  was  espe- 
cially a  type  of  Christ.  For,  we  know,  that  when 
Christ  was  slain  on  the  cross,  this  scripture  was  ful- 
filled,— "  A  bone  of  Him  shall  not  be  broken." 

We  may  further  notice, 

2.   The  innocence  of  His  life. 

"  He  was  A  LAMB."  He  was  innocent,  pure,  pa- 
tient. "  He  was  a  Lamb  without  spot."  He  was, 
indeed,  born  of  a  woman  ;  but,  through  the  marvel- 
lous conception,  He  was  secured  from  every  taint  of 
original  corruption.  "  He  was  holy,  harmless,  un- 
defiled,  and  separate  from  sinners."  He  was  com- 
passionate and  kind,  forbearing  and  forgiving.  When 
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reviled,  He  reviled  not  again  ;  when  injured,  He 
avenged  not  Himself.     He  was  mild  and  gentle  in 
demeanour,  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  just  and  devout 
in  conduct.     As  there  was  no  corruption  in  His  na- 
ture, so  there  was  no  guile  in  His  lips,  and  no  evil  in 
His  actions.     He  was  sinless,  and  incapable  of  sin- 
ning.    He   possessed  every   moral   perfection ;  He 
honoured  every  divine   law.     He   exercised  every 
grace   without   interruption ;    He   exhibited  every 
virtue  without   defect.    He  went  about  everywhere, 
and  always  doing  good.     His  whole  life  was  one 
breath  of  devotion,  one  labour  of  righteousness,  one 
lesson  of  wisdom,  one  act  of  beneficence.     "  Which 
of  you,"  says  He,  "  convinces  me  of  sin  ?"     His  ac- 
cusers could   prove  no  charge   against  Him ;  His 
judge  could  only  pronounce  Him  faultless ;  Satan 
had  no  part  in  Him.     "  Doubtless  He  is  a  just  per- 
son ;"    "  Certainly  this  is  a  righteous  man  ;"    "  Truly 
this  is  the  Son  of  God." 
We  may,  again,  notice, 
3.   The  violence  of  His  death. 
"  He  was  SLAIN."     Christ  our  Passover — Christ 
our  Paschal  Lamb — "  Christ  was  slain  for  us."     As 
a  Lamb  He  was  seized  and  bound,  and  led  away 
from  solitude  to  slaughter.     It  had  been  foretold  by 
the  prophet,   and  it  is  recorded  by  the  apostle,  that 
"  He  was  led  as  a  Lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  as  a 
sheep  before  the  shearers  is  dumb,  so  He  opened  not 
His  mouth."     These  words  intimate,  not  only  the 
innocence  and  patience,  but  the  silent  sufferings  and 
violent  death  of  Jesus  Christ.     As  a  Lamb,  He  nei- 
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ther  complained  before  His  judges,  nor  resisted  His 
enemies.  As  a  Lamb,  He  was  pierced  and  nailed 
to  the  cross.  On  the  cross  He  prayed  for  his  mur- 
derers, "  Father,  forgive  them  ;  for  they  know  not 
what  they  do  !"  On  the  cross  He  was  wounded  to 
the  heart,  and  his  life's  blood  gushed  through  the 
wound.  Thus  Christ  was  slain ;  thus  was  He  cut 
off,  not  for  Himself,  but  for  us ;  thus  was  He  judi- 
cially cut  off  to  make  atonement  for  our  sins,  and  to 
bring  in  everlasting  righteousness. 

We  may  on  this  head,  lastly,  notice, 

4.   The  efficacy  of  his  sacrifice. 

Jesus,  as  a  sacrifice,  is  divinely  appointed.  "  He 
is  the  Lamb  of  God," — the  Lamb,  whom  God  ap- 
pointed "  to  take  away  the  sin  of  the  world."  No 
other  sacrifice  could  vindicate  the  equity  of  the 
divine  government,  or  satisfy  the  justice  of  the 
divine  law ;  no  other  sacrifice  could  atone  for  the 
guilt  of  sin,  or  secure  the  joys  of  heaven  ;  God,  there- 
fore, so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  his  only  be- 
gotten Son  to  die  for  sinners.  The  eternal  Father 
appointed  His  Son  to  be  a  sacrifice  for  our  sins ;  the 
eternal  Son  fully  acquiesced  in  the  divine  appoint- 
ment ;  and  in  our  nature,  and  in  our  stead,  died  on 
the  cross.  "  He  took  away  our  sin,  by  the  sacrifice 
of  Himself;"  and  "redeemed  us  to  God  by  His 
blood."  This  sacrifice  must  be  suitable,  for  infi- 
nite wisdom  ordained  it ;  and  it  must  be  sufficient, 
for  divine  justice  has  accepted  it.  The  Son  has  died 
a  sacrifice  for  our  sins,  and  risen  again  for  our  justi- 
fication :  the  Father  has  accepted  the  sacrifice, 
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which  the  Son  has  made  ;  and  now,  His  govern  • 
ment  being  vindicated,  His  law  being  honoured,  and 
His  justice  being  satisfied,  "  He  can  be  just,  and 
also  the  justifier  of  them  who  believe  in  Jesus." 

Further  : 

The  sacrifice  of  Christ  is  vicarious.  He  died  in 
our  place :  He  died  for  the  sins  of  mankind.  If 
mankind  had  suffered  for  t^eir  own  sins,  their  suf- 
ferings must  have  been  eternal ;  but  the  temporary 
sufferings  of  Christ  are  more  than  equivalent  to  the 
eternal  sufferings  of  all  mankind.  For,  the  dignity 
of  his  nature,  as  He  was  truly  and  eternally  God, 
stamped  infinite  worth  on  his  piacular  sufferings, 
and  made  them  a  sufficient  atonement  for  the  sins 
of  a  thousand  worlds.  Perfectly  sinless,  and  alto- 
gether divine,  yet  Jesus  suffered  as  a  man,  and  as 
a  sinner,  in  our  stead.  He  not  only  endured  our 
punishment,  but  bore  our  iniquity.  Our  iniquity 
was  laid  upon  Him,  and  He  bore  it  in  his  own 
body  on  the  tree.  "  He  was  made  answerable" 
for  our  sin;  and  our  "  punishment  was  exacted" 
from  Him.  "  For  He,  who  knew  no  sin,  was  made 
sin  for  us ;  that  we,"  who  knew  no  righteousness, 
"might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in  Him." 
Our  sin  was  imputed  to  Him,  and  He  died,  as  a 
sinner,  in  our  place.  His  righteousness  is  imputed 
to  us,  and  we,  as  righteous  through  Him,  shall  reign 
in  life  eternal. 

Again  : 

The  sacrifice  of  Christ  extends  to  all  the  sms  of  all 
mankind.  "  Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh 
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away  the  sin  of  the  world  !"  In  his  wounded  heart 
a  fountain  for  sin  and  uncleanness  was  opened, 
whose  streams  flow  on  every  side,  and  purify  where- 
ever  they  flow.  From  his  pierced  side  streamed 
"  that  blood  which  cleanseth  from  all  sin."  If  all  the 
sins  of  all  the  world  were  laid  on  one  soul,  that  soul 
need  only  to  wash  in  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  he 
would  be  whiter  than  snow.  For  the  blood  of  Jesus 
is  "  not  only  a  propitiation  for  our  sins,  but  also  for 
the  sins  of  the  whole  world."  Through  the  virtue 
of  his  blood,  or  for  the  sake  of  his  sacrifice,  it  now 
seems  fit  "  to  Him,  by  whom  are  all  things,  and  for 
whom  are  all  things,"  that  every  penitent  sinner, 
who  through  grace  believes  in  Jesus,  shall  be  treated, 
not  only  as  if  he  had  never  sinned,  but  as  if  he  were 
perfectly  righteous  :  he  shall  be  pardoned  and  justi- 
fied,— sanctified  and  glorified  for  ever. — But,  the 
blood  of  Christ  will  not  prove  to  any  soul  of  saving 
efficacy,  unless  it  is  spiritually  applied.  Its  efficacy 
is  infinite ;  but  its  efficacy  is  confined  to  its  applica- 
tion. The  Spirit  of  God  must  take  "  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb,"  and  sprinkle  it  on  our  souls.  The  Spirit 
must  convince  our  souls  of  sin,  and  then  enable  us, 
as  perishing  sinners,  to  rest  for  salvation  on  Christ 
crucified.  When  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  is  applied 
by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  the  souls  of  believers,  it 
saves  them  from  sin  and  the  world — it  redeems  them 
from  death  and  hell — it  bestows  on  them  pardon  and 
peace — it  secures  for  them  salvation  and  heaven. 
For,  the  love  of  Christ,  in  shedding  his  blood  for  sin- 
ners, induces  penitents  to  believe  in  his  name,  and  to 
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keep  his  commandments.  And  in  those,  who  believe 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  ;  or  in  those,  who  are  washed 
in  his  blood,  God  beholds  neither  imperfection  nor 
iniquity,  neither  pollution  nor  guilt.  He  beholds 
them  in  Christ,  not  only  as  pure  and  as  perfect  as 
angels,  but  as  pure  and  as  perfect  as  Christ  Himself. 
For  they  are  complete  in  Him  ;  but,  "  being  justi- 
fied by  faith  in  his  blood,''  they  live  in  holiness  of 
life,  and  rejoice  in  hope  of  glory.  While,  indeed, 
they  are  in  this  body  and  in  this  world,  believers  in 
Christ  must,  for  his  sake  and  in  his  cause,  be  con- 
stantly exposed  to  trouble  and  warfare ;  but  in  all 
their  sorrows  and  conflicts  they  shall  be  more  than 
conquerors ;  and  they  shall  "  conquer  through  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb."  And,  who  are  these  conquer- 
ors, standing  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  serving 
Him  continually  in  his  temple  ?  Who  are  these, 
arrayed  in  white  robes,  and  with  palms  in  their 
hands  ?  Who  are  these  ?  "  These  are  they,  who 
have  washed  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb." 

"  Why,"  then,  do  you  ask  ;  "  Why  did  the  Lord 
Jesus  lay  aside  his  glory,  and  come  into  our  world  ? 
Why  did  He  become  "  the  Lamb  of  God,"  and 
"  die  as  a  sacrifice  on  the  cross  ?"  "  It  was,"  we  re- 
ply, "  that  all  penitents  on  earth  might  be  washed 
from  their  sins  in  his  blood  ;  and  that  all  believers 
in  heaven  might  sing  before  his  throne,  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 

We  now  hasten  to  contemplate, 
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II.  THE  LAMB  THAT  is  WORSHIPPED  IN  HEAVEN. 

In  heaven  He  fills  the  throne  of  God,  completes 
the  work  of  redemption,  and  receives  the  adoration 
of  saints  and  angels.  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
was  slain."  "  Salvation  to  God  and  the  Lamb." 

Contemplate,  first,  the  station  which  in  heaven  He 
occupies.  On  Mount  Zion  stands  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain.  Mount  Zion  is  a  figure,  both  in  earth  and 
heaven,  of  the  Church  of  God  ;  and  both  in  its 
militant  hardships,  and  in  its  triumphant  glories,  Jesus 
stands,  as  its  Defender  and  its  King,  in  the  midst 
of  the  Church.  He  shall  overcome  all  who  make 
war  upon  Him ;  for  He  is  the  King  of  kings,  and 
the  King  of  saints,  the  Lord  of  lords,  and  the  Lord 
of  all.  (Rev.  xvii.  14 ;  xix.  10.)  Or,  rather 
Mount  Zion  is  the  city  of  the  living  God,  the 
eternal  city,  "  the  heavenly  Jerusalem."  "  And  I 
looked,  and  lo,  a  Lamb  stood  on  Mount  Zion ;"  and 
around  Him  were  the  hosts  of  angels,  and  the 
myriads  of  the  redeemed.  "  And  I  looked  again, 
and  lo,  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  stood  a  Lamb  as 
k  had  been  slain,  with  seven  horns  and  seven  eyes, 
which  are  the  seven  spirits  of  God."  Invested  with 
almighty  power,  possessed  of  perfect  wisdom,  en- 
riched with  all  the  treasures  of  the  eternal  Spirit, 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain  reigns  in  heaven  on  the 
throne  of  God,  unrivalled  King  of  all  creatures  and 
of  all  worlds. 

Contemplate,  next,  the  office  which  in  heaven  He 
executes.  He  only  can  open  the  book  of  the  divine 
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purposes  for  the  redemption  of  mankind.  "  Thou, 
0  Lamb  of  God,  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and 
opens  its  seals ;  for  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  re- 
deemed us  to  God  by  thy  blood."  (Rev.  v.  1,  9 ; 
vi.  1.)  He  only  can  enable  His  people  to  overcome 
their  enemies;  and  when  by  His  might  they  have 
won  the  victory,  He  only  can  teach  them  to  sing  : 
"  Now  is  come  the  strength  of  salvation,  and  the 
power  of  Christ ;  for  we  overcame  by  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb."  (Rev.  xii.  11.)  He  only  can  communi- 
cate happiness  to  the  saints  in  light ;  He  only  gives 
them  to  eat  of  the  tree,  and  to  drink  of  the  river  of 
life.  For,  the  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne 
shall  feed  them  "  with  the  hidden  manna,  and  lead 
them  to  living  fountains."  (Rev.  ii.  7,  17,  and 
vii.  17.) 

Contemplate,  further,  the  worship  which  in  heaven 
He  receives.  Angels  ever  glorious,  and  saints  for 
ever  glorified,  worship  before  His  throne.  They 
sing  with  harp  and  voice  before  Him ;  "  they  sing 
the  new  song,"  the  song  ever  new,  "  the  song  of 
the  Lamb."  "  And  I  beheld,  and  heard  ten  thou- 
sand times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands, 
saying  with  a  loud  voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom, 
and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing. 
And  every  creature  in  every  world,  heard  I  say- 
ing, blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be 
unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the 
Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.  And  they  fell  down  and 
worshipped  the  Lamb."  (Rev.  v.  11,  13;  xv.  3.) 
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1.  From  this  subject  we  learn  the  DIVINITY  OF 
CHRIST. 

When  the  Eternal  Father  brought  His  first  be- 
gotten Son  into  the  world,  He  commanded  all  the 
angels  of  God  to  worship  Him.  And  were  heaven 
now  opened  to  us,  as  it  was  to  the  beloved  apostle, 
we  should  see  all  the  angels  of  God  worshipping  the 
Son  even  as  they  worship  the  Father.  For,  "  the 
four  beasts  rest  not  day  and  night,  saying,  holy, 
holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  is,  and  which 
was,  and  which  is  to  come.  And  when  those  beasts 
give  glory,  and  honour,  and  thanks  to  Him  that  sat 
on  the  throne,  who  liveth  for  ever  and  ever.  The 
four-and-twenty  elders  fall  down  before  Him  that 
sat  on  the  throne,  and  worship  Him  that  liveth  for 
ever  and  ever,  and  cast  their  crowns  before  the 
throne,  saying,  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive 
glory,  and  honour,  and  power ;  for  thou  hast  created 
all  things,  and  for  thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were 
created."  (Rev.  iv.  8 — 11.)  Divine  worship  is  here 
unquestionably  given  to  God  the  Father,  the 
Eternal  Jehovah,  the  Creator  of  all  things.  Again: 
"  And  the  four  beasts  and  the  four-and-twenty 
elders  fell  down  before  the  Lamb  ;  and  with  vials  of 
odours,  and  with  harps  of  gold,  they  sung  a  new 
song,  saying,  Thou  art  worthy,  for  thou  wast  slain, 
and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood."  Divine 
worship  is  here  unquestionably  given  to  God  the 
Son,  the  Eternal  Redeemer,  "  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain."  And  that,  on  this  great  subject,  there  might 
be  neither  doubt  nor  obscurity,  all  the  angels  in 
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heaven,  joining  the  Father  and  the  Son  in  the  same 
immortal  song,  confirm  this  act  of  worship  to  the 
Son,  and  with  the  redeemed  loudly  sing,  "  Worthy 
is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  receive  power,  and 
riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  blessing ;"  and  therefore,  "  Blessing,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him  that 
sitteth  on  the  throne,  AND  UNTO  the  LAMB  FOR  EVER 

AND  EVER." 

As,  therefore,  the  same  persons,  in  the  same  place, 
in  the  same  posture,  and  in  the  same  language, 
worship  both  the  Son  and  the  Father,  we  infallibly 
conclude  that  the  Son,  as  much  as  the  Father,  is 
truly  divine ;  or  that  the  Son,  equally  with  the 
Father,  is  "  the  Creator  of  all  things ;  and  "  God 
over  all,  blessed  for  ever."  Are  all  the  saints  and 
angels  in  heaven  under  a  mistake  in  worshipping 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain  ?  Are  they  all  worshipping 
a  creature  ?  Are  they  all  idolaters  ?  Verily,  "  if 
the  Scripture  be  the  word  of  God ;"  and  if  "  His 
word  be  truth  ;"  if  there  be  meaning  in  language, 
and  understanding;  in  man,  then  is  Jesus  Christ 

o  ' 

truly  God,  and  then  may  we  gladly  join  with  saints 
and  angels,  and  sing,  "  Blessing,  and  honour,  and 
glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever." 
From  this  subject  then,  we  learn  the  divinity  of 
Christ;  and  the  divinity  of  Christ  is  the  life  of 
Scripture,  the  foundation  of  redemption,  the  sun 
and  the  glory  of  heaven. 
Further : 
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2.  From  this  subject  we  infer  the  VASTNESS  OF 

REDEMPTION. 

The  scheme  of  redemption  is  divine.     It  never 
could  have  entered  the  mind  of  a  creature,  that  God 
should  die  for  sinners ;  but  it  did   enter  the  mind  of 
the  Creator,  and  "  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He 
gave    His  only  begotten  Son,   that  whosoever  be- 
lieveth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlast- 
ing life."     Nothing  but  infinite  love   could  suggest 
the  idea,  nothing  but  infinite  wisdom  could  devise 
the  plan,  nothing  but  infinite  power  could  execute 
the  work  of   redemption.     The  great    purpose   of 
Jehovah  in  human  redemption,  reaches  from  eternity 
to  eternity,  "  according  to  the  faith  of  God's  elect, 
in  hope  of  eternal  life,   which  God,  who  cannot  lie, 
promised  before  the   world  began."     (Tit.  i.    1,  2.) 
"  The  eternal  Father,"  "  in  the  everlasting  covenant," 
appointed  "  His  eternal  Son"  to  assume  our  nature 
and  to  die  in  our  stead,  that  by  the  pardon  of  our 
sins  through  faith  in  His  blood,  and  by  the  renewal 
of  our  hearts  through  the  power  of  His  Spirit,  we 
might  be  reconciled  to  Himself,  and  fitted  for  glory. 
According   to  this  divine  purpose,   the  earth    was 
built  to  be  the  theatre  of  human  redemption,  and  all 
the  course  of  providence  was  ordained  to  prepare 
the  way  for  its  accomplishment.     The  Redeemer, 
appointed  from  eternity,  and  from  the  beginning  of 
ages  foretold  in  prophecy  and  typified  in  sacrifice,  in 
the  fulness  of  time  came  into  our  world,   and  died 
for  us  on  the  cross.     The  oblation  of  Himself,  as  a 
sacrifice  for  our  sins,    was   not   "  the  effect    of  a 
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sudden  impulse,  but  the  execution  of  a  deliberate 
purpose, — a  purpose  of  inconceivable  love, — a  pur- 
pose formed  in  the  depths  of  the  Triune  Counsels, 
in  the  depths  of  His  own  heart,  and  in  the  depths 
of  a  past  eternity."  "  For,  Christ  gave  Himself  a 
sacrifice  for  our  sins,"  and  a  ransom  for  our  souls, 
"  according  to  the  will  of  God,  and  our  Father." 
(Gal.  i.  4.) 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  blessed  and  only  Potentate, 
the  King  of  kings,  the  Lord  of  lords,  the  Lord  of 
glory ;  but  He  assumed  our  nature,  and  was  cruci- 
fied for  our  sins.  For,  through  His  incarnation, 
He  became  "  our  Kinsman,"  "  of  one  flesh  and  spirit 
with  us,"  and  was  thus  exactly  fitted  for  His  office. 
In  the  same  nature,  under  the  same  law,  encom- 
passed with  the  same  infirmities,  He  was  a  substi- 
tute, in  every  way  suited  to  be  the  Redeemer  of 
lost  mankind.  And  Jesus  delights  in  the  redemp- 
tion of  sinners.  He  delights,  not  so  much  in  the 
name  of  Creator,  of  Preserver,  or  of  Judge,  as  in 
the  name  of  Redeemer.  He  glories,  not  so  much 
in  the  work  of  creation,  of  providence,  or  of  judg- 
ment, as  in  the  work  of  redemption.  He  exults  not 
so  much  in  His  attributes  of  power,  of  wisdom,  or 
of  righteousness,  as  in  His  redeeming  love  towards 
mankind.  For  the  redemption  of  mankind  excels  all 
the  works,  and  brightens  all  the  attributes  of  God. 

Nowhere  does  divine  power  appear  so  mighty,  or 
divine  wisdom  so  profound,  or  divine  justice  so 
awful,  or  divine  mercy  so  abounding,  as  in  the  re- 
demption of  sinners  by  "  the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 
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When  Christ  became  incarnate  to  redeem  sinners, 
God  in  Christ  became  visible,  accessible,  and  alto- 
gether lovely.  Greatly  wonderful  is  the  person  of 
the  Redeemer.  He  is  both  God  and  man ;  He  is  a 
personage  at  once  the  most  elevated  and  the  most 
lowly;  the  most  majestic  and  the  most  merciful. 
Nothing  but  infinite  wisdom  and  power  could  unite 
the  divine  and  the  human  nature  in  the  person  of 
Christ.  This  union  of  the  Godhead  and  manhood 
in  the  person  of  Christ,  as  the  masterpiece  of  divine 
power  and  wisdom,  "  has  no  counterpart  in  earth 
or  in  heaven ;  no  parallel  in  time  or  in  eternity."* 
"  This  union  forms  the  mystic  ladder,  on  which,  be- 
tween two  worlds,  the  wondering  angels  of  God 
ascend  and  descend,  whose  foot  is  level  with  the 
lowest  dust  of  the  earth,  whose  summit  rises  far 
above  the  highest  splendors  of  heaven."  Great  is  the 
work  of  redemption.  "  Great  is  the  mystery  of 
godliness.  God  was  manifest  in  the  flesh ;"  God 
was  crucified  on  Calvary;  "  God  was  seen  of  angels; 
preached  unto  the  Gentiles;  believed  on  in  the 
world  ;  received  up  into  glory."  "  For  the  joy  set 
before  Him,"  Jesus  endured  the  pain,  and  despised 
the  shame  of  the  cross  ;  and  is  now  exalted  to  the 
highest  throne  in  glory,  to  be  the  wonder  of  heaven, 
and  the  adoration  of  the  universe.  For  every  crea- 
ture in  every  world  will  unite  in  adoring  the  Lamb. 

Greatly  wonderful  is  the  Person  of  the  Redeemer; 
and  wonderfully  great  is  the  manner  of  redemption. 
Man  had  sinned  against  God,  and  forfeited  all  title 
*  R.  Hall. 
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to  heaven ;  the  blood  of  God,  therefore,  was  re- 
quired to  cleanse  the  immortal  soul  from  sin,  and 
to  purchase  an  eternal  heaven  for  the  soul.  For 
oceans  of  tears  could  not  wash  away  the  guilt  of 
one  transgression  ;  nor  could  the  labours  of  eternity 
merit  one  moment's  joy  in  heaven.  In  the  heart  of 
Jesus,  therefore,  a  fountain  was  opened,  whence 
flows  that  healing  stream,  which  cleanses  from  all 
sin  ;  from  the  heart  of  Jesus  was  poured  that  pre- 
cious blood,  which  purchases  the  heavenly  inherit- 
ance. Christ  suffered  once  since  the  beginning  of 
the  world.  His  suffering  unto  death  on  the  cross, 
as  the  Lamb  of  God,  is  "  a  transaction  never  before 
exhibited,  never  more  to  be  repeated  ;  no  similar 
transaction  ever  occurred  on  the  theatre  of  the 
universe  ;  no  similar  transaction  will  again  occur  in 
the  annals  of  eternity."  "  The  death  of  Christ 
stands,"  says  a  great  writer,  "  amidst  the  lapse  of 
ages,  and  the  waste  of  worlds,  a  singular  and  a 
solitary  monument ;"  but  a  monument  of  the  incon- 
ceivable love  of  Jesus  Christ  to  lost  mankind. 

Great  and  inexpressible  is  the  price  of  redemp- 
tion ;  it  is  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  it  is  the  blood  of 
God.  "  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price ;  ye  are  re- 
deemed by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb."  (Acts  xx.  28  ; 
1  Cor.  vi.  20;  vii.  13;  1  Pet.  i.  19.)  Great  and 
unfailing  are  the  effects  of  redemption, — deliverance 
from  the  eternal  miseries  of  hell,  and  restoration  to 
the  eternal  joys  of  heaven.  "  We  have  redemption 
through  His  blood,  even  the  forgiveness  of  sin ;" 
and  "  worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  and  has 
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redeemed  us  to  God  by  His  blood."  (Eph.  i.  7,  14  ; 
Col.  i.  14  ;  Heb.  ix.  12—14  ;  Rev.  v.  9.)  Finally  : 
Great  and  everlasting  is  the  extent  of  redemption. 
In  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  men  may  see  the  darkest 
proof  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  the  brightest  display  of 
the  love  of  God  to  sinners.  And,  when  angels  saw 
the  Lamb,  first  slain  on  the  cross  as  "  a  sacrifice  for 
sin,"  and  then,  in  our  nature,  enthroned  in  heaven 
as  "  the  king  of  glory,"  they  would  have  new  con- 
ceptions of  the  "justice  of  God"  in  punishing  sin, 
and  would  receive  new  impressions  of  the  "love  of 
God"  in  redeeming  sinners  by  Christ  crucified. 
For,  in  the  person,  the  incarnation,  and  the  death  of 
His  Son,  the  Almighty  Father  made  a  new  revela- 
tion of  Himself  to  men  and  to  angels,  and  exhibited 
a  new  spectacle  of  wonder  to  the  universe.  The 
death  of  Christ  affects  every  order  of  being,  in  every 
state  of  existence,  in  every  age  of  time,  in  every 
circle  of  eternity.  It  so  exhibits  the  unsearchable 
treasures  of  divine  grace  to  the  study  of  angels, 
"  that  principalities  and  powers,  in  heavenly  places, 
may  know,  by  the  '  redemption  of  the  Church,  the 
manifold  wisdom  of  God."  (Eph.  iii.  10.)  For,  re- 
demption does  not  terminate  in  deliverance  from 
eternal  punishment,  and  restoration  to  eternal  happi- 
ness ;  but  opens  to  angels  a  new  view  of  the  govern- 
ment of  God,  and  gives  them  a  new  song  in  the 
temple  of  heaven. 

For,  lastly, 

3.  From  this  subject  we  perceive  the  HAPPINESS  OF 

HEAVEN. 
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The  happiness  of  heaven  is  the  worship  of  the 
Lamb.  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to 
receive  honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing."  Jesus 
will,  in  heaven,  appear  with  surpassing  majesty  as 
"  the  Lamb  of  God,"  but  with  equal  mercy  as  "  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain."  He  will  appear  "  as  slain  in 
recent  slaughter."  He  will  bear  on  His  wondrous 
person  the  marks  of  all  the  indignities  and  cruelties, 
which  on  earth  He  endured.  He  will  appear  with 
bruisings  on  His  body  and  piercings  in  His  hands 
and  feet ;  and  these  bruisings  and  piercings  will  be, 
to  the  redeemed  in  heaven,  imperishable  tokens  of 
His  sufferings  for  their  sakes,  and  everlasting  memo- 
rials of  His  love  to  their  souls.  For,  though  Jesus 
has  on  His  head  many  crowns;  yet  the  wounds, 
made  in  His  temples  by  the  crown  of  thorns,  will,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  redeemed,  outshine  every  crown  He 
wears ! 

Cleansed  from  all  sins,  and  victorious  over  all 
enemies,  the  redeemed  will  stand  in  triumphant 
glory  before  the  throne  of  God,  because  they  have 
been  washed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  The  praise 
of  the  Lamb  will  form  their  employment — the  pre- 
sence of  the  Lamb  will  make  their  heaven.  "  The 
Lamb  in  the  midst  of  the  throne  shall  feed  them ;" 
for  they  shall  partake  the  bliss  of  "  sitting  down  at 
the  marriage  supper  of  the  Lamb."  "  The  temple 
of  heaven,"  "the  light  of  glory,"  "the  throne  of  God," 
are  "  the  temple,  and  the  light,  and  the  throne  of  the 
Lamb ;"  (Rev.  xxi.  22,  23,  and  xxii.  1 ;)  what,  then, 
will  be  the  happiness  of  the  redeemed,  who  will 
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worship  in  the  temple,  and  walk  in  the  light,  and 
rejoice  before  the  throne  of  the  Lamb  for  ever  ? 
For,  if  it  be  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  redeemed 
on  earth  to  see  the  Redeemer  by  faith  through  a 
glass  darkly,  what  happiness  will  it  be  to  see  Him 
"  without  a  veil,"  "  and  face  to  face,"  "  as  He  is  in 
heaven  ?" 

The  Redeemer  will  ever  stand  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne  as  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  ;  the  redeemed 
will  ever  stand  before  His  throne  as  saved  by  His 
blood.  He  will  ever  see,  in  their  salvation,  the  tra- 
vail of  His  soul :  they  will  ever  see,  in  His  blood, 
the  price  of  their  redemption.  He  will  ever  rejoice 
in  them  as  His  redeemed  people,  and  they  will  ever 
rejoice  in  Him  as  their  everliving  Redeemer ;  and 
this  ceaseless  joy  between  the  Redeemer  and  the 
redeemed  will  form  the  happiness  of  heaven.  The 
redeemed  in  glory  will  ascribe  their  salvation  neither 
to  their  own  power  nor  merit ;  but  "  to  God,  and  to 
the  Lamb ;" — to  God,  by  whose  love  the  Saviour  was 
appointed,  and  to  the  Lamb,  by  whose  blood  salva- 
tion was  procured.  To  the  Lamb  the  redeemed 
will  ever  confess  their  obligations  ;  to  the  Lamb  they 
will  ever  sing  the  song  of  gratitude,  "  Thou  hast, 
0  Christ,  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood ! 
Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 

Gratitude  to  a  human  benefactor  is  the  most  de- 
lightful feeling  below  ;  gratitude  to  a  divine  bene- 
factor is  the  most  delightful  feeling  above.  One 
ceaseless  feeling  of  gratitude,  one  ceaseless  act  of 
gratitude,  one  ceaseless  song  of  gratitude,  will  make 
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the  bliss  of  heaven.  Every  feeling,  every  act, 
every  song,  of  the  redeemed  in  the  worship  of 
heaven,  is  a  feeling,  and  act,  and  song,  of  grati- 
tude to  the  Redeemer.  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that 
was  slain ;  for  He  has  redeemed  us  to  God  by  His 
blood." 

To  all  angels,  as  well  as  to  all  saints,  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain  will,  through  all  the  eternity  of  heaven, 
be  an  object  of  wonder,  and  a  song  of  praise.  The 
song  of  salvation,  begun  by  the  glorified  saints  and 
prolonged  by  the  angelic  host,  will  never  cease. 
Saints  and  angels,  through  the  worship  and  the 
happiness  of  eternity,  will  ever  sing,  "  Worthy  is 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain." 

To  conclude : 

1.  Those  unhappy  persons,  who  call  themselves 
Christians,  but  deny  the  divinity  of  our  Lord,  may 
be  deists  or  Mahometans  ;  but  Christians  they  cannot 
be,  because  they  cannot,  as  perishing  sinners,  rely 
on  the  blood  of  Christ  for  salvation,  nor  worship 
Him,  whom  all  heaven  worships,  "  The  Lamb  that 
was  slain."  Unhappy  men  !  who  "  deny  the  Lord 
who  bought  them ;"  and  trample  on  the  blood, 
"  which  cleanseth  from  all  sin  !"  Unhappy,  too,  are 
the  men,  ivho  have  heard  of  salvation  through  faith 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  and  yet  will  not,  as  perish- 
ing sinners,  look  to  Him  for  salvation.  They  must,  if 
they  continue  in  unbelief,  perish  for  ever ;  and  they 
will  justly  perish.  "  They  will,"  saith  the  Lord,  "  be 
tormented  with  fire  and  brimstone,  in  the  presence 
of  the  Lamb  for  ever."  They  must  endure  for  ever 
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"  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb."  The  love  of  Christ  was 
shown  when  He  was  slain  for  sinners  on  the 
cross ;  His  vengeance  against  sin  will  be  shown 
when,  in  the  last  day,  "  the  great  men,  and  the  rich 
men,  and  the  mighty  men,  and  the  bondmen,  and 
the  freemen,  and  all  men  who  rejected  His  sacri- 
fice, will  call  to  the  rocks  and  mountains  to  hide 
them  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  ;  for  the  great 
day  of  His  wrath  is  come,  and  who  shall  be  able 
to  stand  ?" 

0  ye,  who  have  heard  of  salvation  through  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain,  and  yet  continue  in  worldliness 
and  sin — linger  no  longer  in  the  world ;  live  no 
longer  in  sin  ;  escape  for  your  life  ;  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  come ;  flee  to  Christ  crucified.  For 
the  storms  of  wrath  are  collecting,  and  the  day 
of  wrath  is  approaching  ;  and  in  that  day,  none 
will  be  able  to  stand,  but  those,  "  who  have  washed 
their  robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of 
the  Lamb." 

For,  on  the  cross,  the  Lamb  of  God  was  slain,  and 
an  atonement  made  for  the  sins  of  the  world  ;  the 
only  place,  therefore,  where  God  and  sinners  can 
be  reconciled,  and  where  believing  penitents  can 
be  justified  ; — the  only  place,  where  holy  believers 
can  receive  the  earnests  of  redemption,  and  whence 
dying  saints  can  enter  into  the  joy  of  their  Lord — is 
the  cross  of  Christ. 

But, 

2.  Ye  penitents  !  Ye,  who  have  discovered  the 
corruption  of  your  nature,  and  felt  "  the  sinfulness 
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of  sin  ;"  ye  confess  to  God  your  sins  and  guilt,  and 
pray  for  pardon  and  holiness.  Look  to  the  Lamb 
that  was  slain  on  the  cross :  and  look  to  the  Lamb 
that  is  glorified  in  heaven.  For  whom  was  He  slain 
on  the  cross,  if  not  for  sinners  ?  For  whom  is  He 
now  interceding  in  heaven,  if  not  for  penitents  ? 
As  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  He  now  appears  in 
the  midst  of  the  church  above ;  but  in  that  church, 
He  sees  not  a  more  pleasing  object  than  a  penitent 
sinner.  As  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  He  stands  on 
the  throne  of  God,  to  defend  His  people ;  nor  is 
there  any  of  them,  whom  He  more  gladly  defends, 
than  tiie  lambs  of  His  flock.  As  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain,  He  ever  hears  on  His  throne  the  song  of 
angels ;  but  even  that  song  is  not  more  delightful 
to  His  ear,  than  the  cries  and  the  sighs  of  a  broken 
heart.  Be,  then,  penitents,  encouraged  to  look  to 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain.  "  He  is,"  says  our  church, 
"  the  very  paschal  Lamb,  who  was  offered  for  us, 
and  has  taken  away  the  sms  of  the  world."  Look, 
then,  to  Him,  and  cry,  "  O  Lamb  of  God,  that  takest 
away  the  sins  of  the  world,  have  mercy  upon  us ;" 
and  He  will  have  mercy  upon  you.  Angels  now 
rejoice  over  your  repentance,  and  soon  shall  you 
rejoice  with  angels,  and  sing  "  Salvation  to  God  and 
the  Lamb." 

3.   Christians  !  Holy  believers  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ !  Look  up  to  the  Lamb  that  was  slain. 

By  His  blood  He  cleanses  from  all  sin ;  by  His 
intercession  He  saves  to  the  uttermost.     Enthroned 

VOL.  n.  E  E 
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in  glory  as  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  He  shews  at 
once  the  efficacy  of  His  atonement,  and  the  pre- 
valency  of  His  intercession.  For,  "  who  is  he  that 
condemneth"  you?  "It  is  Christ,  who  died  and 
rose  again,  (Rom.  viii.  33,  37,)  and  now,  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  maketh  intercession"  for  you. 
He  intercedes  for  you  now  with  as  much  love  as 
when  He  died  for  you  on  the  cross.  He  will  never 
forget  the  eternal  purpose  for  which,  in  the  fulness 
of  time,  He  came  into  the  world  ;  nor  will  He  ever 
forsake  the  souls  for  whom  He  died.  Having  been 
"  wounded  for  our  transgressions"  on  the  cross, 
and  having  carried  His  wounds  to  heaven,  He 
can  never  forget  the  souls  for  whom  He  was 
wounded. 

Look,  therefore,  Christians,  to  the  Lamb  that 
was  slain, — "  to  the  Lamb  with  seven  horns  and 
seven  eyes," — the  Lamb  invested  with  almighty 
power,  and  possessed  of  perfect  wisdom;  and  He 
will,  in  all  your  ways  and  warfare,  give  you  grace 
and  victory.  Again  :  Look  to  "  the  Lamb  that  was 
slain, — to  the  Lamb  that  opens  the  sealed  Book," 
that  "  gives  the  hidden  manna,"  and  "  leads  to  living 
fountains ;"  and  He  will,  by  His  Spirit,  reveal  His 
glory  to  your  soul,  and  ye  shall  eat  the  bread  of 
heaven,  and  drink  the  water  of  life.  Finally  :  Look 
to  "  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  ;"  to  the  Lamb  who,  now 
in  glory,  receives  the  adoration  and  love  of  saints 
and  angels,  and  He  will  enable  your  hearts  to  sing, 
"  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive 
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power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  blessing."  And  "  blessing, 
and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  Him 
that  sitteth  on  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever 
and  ever !" 


THE    END. 
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